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Duchess and the Waiter’ formula. 





Despite all recent theories about the free and easy mingling of va- 
rious classes in the Manhattan social spots it looks like snobbery still 
reigns supreme in night club society. 
waiter at a fashionable nitery found out when, after hours, he tried 
to mix as a guest at other spots—not his own—where the same ritzy 
clientele winds up its nightly rounds. 
rich’ routine but found big gap between fiction and reality. 

Patronage of his place couldn’t reconcile themselves to the ‘Grand 


doing his romancing in the fashionable wind-up spots, after having, 
only a few hours before, greeted the people around him profession- 
ally at his place of business, top-hat customers squawked to the place 
where he worked and he lost his berth. 


At least that’s what one head- 


Headwaiter was doing a “Tova- 


When they encountered the maitre 








DOUBLE - TALK 
ACTS NOW IN 
DEMAND 





Edgar Bergen’s nitery and radio | 
click has. created film interest in 
ventriloquists. At least one company 
has been testing vent acts and taking | 
options. Also agents who would have | 
laughed at the idea only a short 
time back are now offering air time | 
to anybody who ever handled a 
dummy. 3 

Bergen is currently at the Chez 
Paree, Chicago. His act, which 
played in vaude for years and re- 
cently in niteries, was hailed as a 
discovery when he first went into 
the Rainbow Room, N. Y. Others 
who do this type of work are Vox 
and Walters, now in Cleveland; Al | 
Baker and Marshall Montgomery in | 
New York; the Great Lester in De- 
troit; Walter Walters, Frank Gaby | 
and Rex Weber. Great Lester once 
worked with 30 to 35 dummies on | 
the stage at one time. 


Best known English ventriloquists 
are Arthur Prince and Corum. 


THEATRES CHISEL MIKE 
PLUGS IN HARTFORD 


Hartford, Conn., March 9. 
Sorely tried for publicity in local 











hewspapers, theatre men in this city 
are taking advantage of putting plugs 
over the air without the newspaper | 
operated station WTHT being aware 
of the gag until the broadcast is on 
the As the Man The 
Street starts broadcasting from one 
of the thoroughfares he always finds 


waves. on 


One or two handy persons who are 
quite willing to step up to the mike. 
These stooges are employed by the 
theatre and ofttimes take the an- 
houncer completetly unawares and 
put stories across on some picture 
Or flesh show coming to town. 

And its no gag with the station 
finer because there’s no pay in the 


background for such commercializa- | 
ton, 
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Guy on the Lecture Platform Turns | 


Out To Be Rudy Vallee 





Boston, March 9. 


here at the Suffolk College school of 
journalism on showmanship in ad- 


° ' 
vertising, opened up his lecture last | 


Tuesday night by recommending 
that his class of 50 read the radio 
section of Variety regularly as a 


text book and for analysis of radio 
programs. 


Paris, March 1. 
| Both the radio and 


| being employed by the Spanish gov- | 
Rudy Vallee, professoring a course | ernment in a manner never before | 


known as a means of 
bolster 
| 


| civilians and troops. 


and to of both 


the morale 
According to authoritative reports 
Paris, trucks 


| equipped with powerful loud speak- 


| reaching armored 


Prof. Vallee commended Vanirry’s ers are driven right up to the front 


radio reviews to his students because 
of their ‘fairness.’ 





CHI TAXI STRIKE 
NICKS NITERDES isco sos ie tos ee 


Chicago, March 9. 

Current taxicab strike here, which, 
with 1,900 drivers out, took virtually 
every cab off the streets, resulted in 
the cafes being heavily socked in the 
week-end business. Down- 
town and near northside streets, 
where most’of the niteries are lo- 
cated, appeared deserted. 

A few’ of cafe 


the operators 


their patrons, but the strike swooped 


down so suddenly there was no time | 


to advertise the fact. 
cabs were on the street, but with 
sluggers bobbing in and out, few 
cared to chance them even with a 
driver and a bodyguard sitting up 
front. 


Some private 





Lost in the Wilderness 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 9. 

Somewhere in South or North 
Carolina, in Tennessee, over the 
week-end, trekked a WPA company 
of actors sent from New York to en- 
tertain flood refugees. They were 
for several days and nights the ob- 
ject of an intensive search. 
truck and 


or 


Troupers, traveling by 
trailer, wired Red Cross officials at 
Memphis they would be there by 
March 10 to put on shows in con- 
centration camps. 

‘By March 10. said George Mver. 
regional Red Cross director, 


I wish I could locate that outfit.’ . 


> 


| fighting. 


line in the midst of the fighting. 
From these, speeches encouraging 


the soldiers and emphasizing the 
ideal for which they are fighting 
| aré made, followed by appeals which 
| can be heard behind the enemy lines 


rebel geldiers to abandon 


In many cases speakers volunteer 
from the front lines, lying down 
their guns while they exhort their 
fellow fight harder and 
‘brother Spaniards’ to 
Then 
their posts and 


soldiers to 
plead with 
join the loyalist cause. they 
return to continue 
Statements made in Span- 
ish military circles say that this new 
form of propaganda has already re- 
sulted in of de- 


causing a number 


; sertions from the insurgent lines. 
pressed private cars into service for | 


‘there | 
wont be any concentration camps. | 


Newsreels are also being taken at 
the front and are being shown to 
soldiers in different sectors from 
| where they are taken, to demon- 
strate how ferociously the entire 
army is fighting for the cause. It is 
stated that these films are true docu- 


NI 


Amidst Battle Scenes to. 


newsreels are 


propaganda | 
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Alien Permits 


London, March 9. 
Total of permits granted to 
alien artists, fur variety, cabaret 
and circus engagements here in 


the past five years are as fol- 
} lows: 
Variety 
and 
cabaret cireus 
i 310 
} PT rie 318 
Scat .btoen . 1,243 338 
TOAD 00 cccetee 1,304 289 
BOO0. ccsckagee Bete 372 





Americas Anti-Alien Agitation 
May Have British Repercussions 





+ 








Harlem Nite Life 


In Bway Sector 


Almost of 
iN. Y.’s three new colored niteries is 
that 
spots still 


phenomenal = success 





entertainment 
New 


| Yorkers despite the now almost de- 


| proof colored 


hold a place with 


funct condition of arlem as a nite 
life belt. New Cotton Club, Kit Kat 


and still newer Harlem Uproar 
House, all in Broadway sector, are 
doing very good biz. Kit Kat 


operates on an all-nisht litense, 
Trio present three entirely differ- 

ent attractions. Cotton Club offers 

name entertainment with a minimum 


rap. Uproar has no minimum 01 
cover and a financially lightweight 


floor show. Kit Kat offers little en- 
tertainment, being more of a hangout. 


Harlem slumped right after re- 
peal. Small’s Paradise, for one, is 
still operating uptown on = same 
| policy, but just about getting by. 
Ubangi and Dickie Wells’ are the 


lone Harlem outstanders. 


ments of exactly what is taking place | 


and in some cases have been shown 
| to civilian audiences, that they may 
learn of hardships of the men at the 
front. 





The Convincer 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Agent-producer was negotiat- 
ing with a mind-reading femme 
to make a picture exposing the 
spiritualism racket. During the 
telephonic discussion, which 
was day before the big handi- 
cap at Santa Anita, she stopped 
him by saying, ‘Put everything 


on Mr. Bones in the big race 
tomorrow.’ 

He took her advice and is 
now positive the picture should 








be made by her. Horse also ran 





BARN DANCE PERFORMS 
IN SENATE CHAMBER 


March 9. 


program 


Indianapolis 

WIRE 
Monday emote 
M 1 1 te 
pickup from Statehouse here. Occa- 
sion was trip of WLS National Barn 
Dance talent to present special show 
in the Indiana Senate chambers for 
entertainment of lawmakers now in 


aired special on 


evening (8) on its 


session here. 


NBC Barn Dan- 
were Maple 


Among Chicago 
cers who made the trip 


City Four quartet, Melodians and 
Sally Foster. Show clicked nicely 
| with legislators, as well as local 


' listeners. 


Okay, But Only. 


London, March 9. 

There is considerable interest here 
the agitation in America for 
passage of the Dickstein bill. Spec- 
ulation hinges again on the possible 
retaliatory measures in this country. 

There is serious question as to 
whether there are more Americans 
in England or more Englishmen in 
America, regards legit, concert 
and films. 3ut in vaude, the bal- 
ance is decidedly towards the Amer- 
icans. And if Englishmen should 
shut down on vaude importations 
from America it would be the final 
death blow to vaudeville all around 
the world. 


over 


as 





Survey of England indicates that 
considerably more aliem actors are* 


working in England than vice versa. 
Furthermore, according to the fig- 
ures, the number of aliens here 
shows a steady rise during the last 
few years. 

This rise is particularly 
in the variety and cabaret fields. 
Headed by Jimmy Durante, Lupe 
Velez, Lou Holtz, Joe E. Brown, Al 
Trahan and an army of others, Amer- 
ican vaudeville stars have been flock- 
| ing to London’s music halls in grow- 
ing numbers. With the decline and 
practical death of vaudeville in the 
United States, this country offers a 
rich field for the performers in that 
field and they've been quick to take 
advantage of it. 

In view of the limited vaudeville 
stage in the U. S. at present, a ban 
on the invasion of English music 
halls by Ametficans would just about 
put the final kayo on vaudeville as 
a career for American artists. Num- 
ber of them currently playing en- 

(Continued on page 28) 


evident 


Case Dramatized on Air; 
Listeners Disqualified 
As Jurors in Derver 


Denver, March 9. 

Counsel for two women who are 
on trial for harboring a criminal has 
for the first time in local court 
nals made use of a broadcast pro- 
gram to disqualify prospective 

Case is a sequel to the kill- 
ing of Clifford McKissick in a « 
battle with Denver police. Killin 
was dramatized on Palmolive’s ‘Gan 
3usters’ (CBS) and 
KLZ,. 

When the case of the two w 
accused of harboring 
opened defense counsel 
of prospective jurors 


ane 


Jurors, 


ee ae 


released locally 
ovel 
moen 
McKissick 
asked exch 
whether he 


had heard the broadcast, and the 
half dozen who admitted they had 
were challenged. Having exhau | 
their peremptory challenges, defence 
lawyers had to accept several of 
these same listeners. 

Latest angle of this situation ine 
volves the coming trial of the mur- 
dered man’s chiet lieutenant. His 
‘attorneys are reported to be Cone 

dering asking the court for addi- 
tional challenges so that they may be 


| covered on the broadcast phase. 
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Warners Cops Nine 


Firsts Out of 14 


Acad Awards; Best Acting by Muni, 
Rainer; Ziggy Top Pic; Capra Scores 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Warners copped nine out of 14 
major awards given by the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
at the ninth annual dinner in the 
Biltmore hotel March 4. For the 
first time, awards were selected by 
ballot of membership from its lists 
prepared by 2 special nominating 
committee of 50. Around 1,300 at- 
tended the banquet. 

‘The Great Ziegfeld,’ Metro-Hunt 
Stromberg production, won the best 
pixure award. For best perform- 
ances, Paul Muni, ‘The Story of 
Louis Pasteur’ (WB); Luise Rainer, 
‘The Great Ziegfeld’ (MG); Walter 
Brennan, ‘Come and Get It’ (Gold- 
wyn): and Gale Sundergaard, ‘An- 
thony Adverse’ (WB), won the 
awards, latter two being in the sup- 
porting class. 

New award was added to the list 
commencing next year. It will be 
known as the Irving G. Thalberg 
Memorial Award. A committee of 
12, appointed by the president of the 
Academy, will select the winner. 
Honor will stand for the most con- 
sistent, high quality of production 
achievement by an individual pro- 
ducer, based on a picture, or pic- 
tures, he has personally produced. 
Award will take the form of a spe- 
cial annual plaque, which will pass 
into the permanent possession of the 
recipient each year. 

Other winners were: 

The Winnahs! 

Direction: Frank Capra, ‘Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town,’ Columbia. 

Original Story: Sheridan Gibney 
and Pierre Collings, ‘The Story of 
Louis Pasteur,’ Warner Bros. 

Adaptation and Screén Play: Sher- 

(Continued on page 23) 


MacLEAN AND SCHAEFER 
TALK UA DEAL; OFFS GN 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Douglas MacLean is conferring 
with George J. Schaefer on a deal to 
produce for United Artists release. 
MacLean recently departed Grand 
National after making two pictures. 

MacLean made ‘Great Guy,’ James 
Cagney starrer, and ‘23% Hours 
Leave’ for GN, but two of the sched- 
uled four. 


Durbin, Stokowski East 
For U Pic Recordings 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Deanna Durbin and Leopold Sto- 
kowski are leaving shortly for New 
York to make special recordings of 
songs for their forthcoming ‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ at Universal. 

They'll use facilities at the RCA 
studios in Camden and plan to re- 
turn in six weeks to start on the 
picture. 

















2 SPANISH PIX 


20th and Par’s Scripts Against 
Revolution Background 








Hollywood, March 9. 

Al Santell goes to Paramount on a 
one-picture deal to direct ‘The Last 
Train From Madrid.’ 

Picture, based on an original by 
Paul Harvey Fox, will be a special. 
Production starts March 15. 

Loretta Young and Don Ameche 
have been re-teamed in 20th-Fox’s 


‘Love Under Fire,’ tale of a jewel | 


robbery projected against the Span- 
ish revoluti«n. Others cast include 
Peter Lorre, Joseph Schildkraut, 
Katherine de Mille, Frances Drake. 
Walter Catlett. Sig Rumann and 
Borrah Minevitch. 


George Marshall will direct the | 


Nunnally Johnson production from 
screenplay cf ‘The Fuzitives.’ 


RUBINOFF’S 20TH PIC 


Rubinoff has been siened by 20th- 
Fox on a one-picture deal. Violinist 
is exnected on the Coast about mid- 
April. 

William Morris office set the deal. 








Hollywood, March 9. 
Rubinoff’s 20th-Fox one-picture 
deal is for ‘This Year’s Kisses.’ He 
appeared last year in “Thanks a 
Million’ at saine studio. 


» 





Sure Sign 





Hollywood, March 9. 

Proving prosperity is back to 
stay. Academy served cham- 
pagne with its dinner for first 
time this year. 

Waiters were instructed to tell 
diners ‘the Academy has decided 
to award each of its guests a 
small bottle of California cham- 
pagne.’ 


LUISE RAINER GETS MG 
TERMER AFTER AWARD 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Following her best actress award 
of 1936 from the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences for her 
part in ‘The Great Ziegfeld,’ Luise 
Rainer received a new long-term 
deal at Metro. 

Her next production will be ‘The 
Emperor’s Candlesticks,’ which will 
be followed by ‘Once There Was a 
Lady,’ adapted from Ferenc Molnar’s 
‘The Girl From Trieste.’ 


Brennan’s Acad Nod Wins 
Him a Goldwyn Build-Up 


Hollywood, March 9. 


Walter Brennan, who worked as a 
$5 extra for some time before given 
a picture break by Samuel Goldwyn 
in ‘The Wedding Night,’ gets spot as 
the eccentric doctor in Goldwyn’s 
‘The Hurricane.’ Goldwyn plans to 
build him. 

Brennan won the Adademy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences award 
as the best supporting actor in 1936 
for his part in ‘Come and Get It.’ 
(Goldwyn.) 























NO FETES FOR BENNY 
Jack Benny, who reached New 
York Saturday (6), has put thumbs 
down at headquarters of Paramount, 
NBC and Jello on any interviews, 





guesting, cocktail parties and the 
like. He has informed all he doesn’t 
want to be bothered, 

Recently sigiuing a three-year cor- 
tract with Jello for air appearances, 
Benny returns to the Coast in three 
weeks. On getting back, he will im- 
mediately go into ‘Artists and Mod- 
els’ for Par. 








& 3 


KEN MURRAY AND OSWALD 


Just a couple of young men who 


taking Horace Greeley’s advice 
and are ‘Going West’ this week to 
take over that Campbell's Tomato 
Juice air spot which is being va- 
cated by Burns and Allen. 

Ken and Oswald make their 
premiere on Wednesday Night, Mar. 
31, at 8:30 P.M., via CBS, Coast- 
to-Coast. 


are 


Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


WHITE SPAIN PUTS NIX 
ON CERTAIN PIXITES 


Hollywood, March 9 
Paul Muni, Luise Rainer, Lewis 
Milestone, Frank Tuttle, Upton Sin- 
clair, Clifford Odets, Liam O’Fla- 
herty, Dudley Nichols, Humpbrey 
Cobb and Kenneth MacGowan are 
among those whose films have been 
banned in White Spain by Gen. 
Franco, according to wire reports. 
Though no reason was given, fact 
is those are some of the people 
who attended dinner honoring Nov- 
elist Ralph Bates, to raise funds for 
Spanish Loyalists. They, and lots 
of their friends, are wondering why 
they were singled out for ban, and 
scores of other zealcts were over- 
looked. 


Lukas’ Detroit P.A. 


Closing a contract for the personal 
appearance of Paul Lukas at the 
Fox, Detroit, beginning March 26, 
Eddie Resnick, Coast agent, arrived 
in‘ New York Friday (6) to discuss 
additional dates for Lukas and for 
other picture names he has been 
authorized to represent. 

The Detroit date is a repeat for 
Lukas, although on his appearance 
thereabout a year ago, it was for Par 
at the Michigan. 


ALICE REINHART’S BERTH 

Alice Reinhart, from legit and 
radio, is set for films with the B. P. 
Schulberg-Ralph A. Kohn outfit. 
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Hollywood Observations 





By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Hollywood, March 9. 

The only thing guaranteed out here 
for a year is a calendar. 

A lot of Hollywood couples are 
kept together by alimony. 

Most of the actors and actresses 
here love other people’s babies. 

A good memory in Hollywood 
comes in handy to forget with. 

Some guys learn enough in pic- 
tures in six months to bore others for 
a life time. 

One fellow I know found a park- 
ing space and immediately went out 
and bought a car. 

One picture actor expects 
Aca@@my Award for Dickering. 

When a guy grabs a handful of 


the 


toothpicks in a_ restaurant’ the 
cashier figures he is building a 
| house. 


If some of the boys had five bucks 
they’d declare a dividend. 

Never a day goes by but some- 
body gives you a chance to be a 
hypocrite for a few minutes. 

One radio actor had to borrow 
money to pay for stamps to answer 
his fan mail. 

After seeing all the people who are 
out here, it must be very easy to get 
a seat in Lindy’s nowadays. 

I like to walk. You run across so 
many people that you miss with your 
car. 

' Girls in Hollywood are taken for 
itheir face value. 
There are.some gals out here that 





can’t be flattered; they are all under 
three. 

Big Jim Durkin observes that a 
certain studio is not going to make 


Just Quick A’s. 

Ben Bernie claims that when peo- 
ple talk to you here their eyes wan- 
der around the room looking for 
someone more important than you 
are to say hello to, 

The guy who said ‘Adversity 
makes a man remember faces and 
names that prosperity made him 
forget’ must have written it from 
Hollywood. 

Paul Gerard Smith claims the ra- 
dio writers are getting calloused 
thumbs looking through their files. 

Child actors always look to me 
like embalmed youth. 
| The more you amount to, 
'sharper the hisses. 
| There is a lot of culture here— 
|most of it is physical. 

Heard at the Brown Derby: ‘Joe 





the 


|\Doakes is working out at Warner 
|Bros.. ‘How is he going?’ ‘Pretty 
| soon.’ 


| Radio comics are all right. If they 
|don’t like your jokes they won't 
steal them. 

Then there’s the one Frank Orth 
tells me about; the indie producer 
who demanded a man with a real 
{Scotch brogue for a part. The cast- 
ing director couldn’t find one and 
asked if an Irishman wouldn’t do? 
‘Positively no,’ said the producer. 
‘He’s all through the script, ‘Man 
from Scotiand Yard.’ 








Seer Stuff 


Hollywood, March 9. 
Hearst’s INS must have used 





the crystai-gazing system or 
something, because the L. A. 
Examiner scooped the Acad 


dinner by hours with the pub- 
lication of prize-winning selec- 
tions. 

The other newshounds here 
figured it out that since Metro 
and Warner Bros. predominated 
in the winning classifications, 
and since Hearst and Cosmopol- 
itan Productions have had pre- 
vious M-G and present WB 
affiliations, may be the ‘secret’ 
polling isn’t such a mystery 
after all. 


} 








any more Class A and B pictures. 





‘HIGH TOR’ LOOKS TO 
HOLD MEREDITH EAST 


Currently featured in ‘High Tor’ 
on Broadway, Burgess Meredith will 
not be in the film version of ‘Stage 
Door’ for RKO, despite’ mention of 
his name for the cast. Has a run 
of the play contract with Guthrie 
McClintic for ‘High Tor,’ which is 
expected to tour following the New 
York run. 

Meredith is being considered for 
‘Vivacious Lady,’ with Ginger Rog- 
ers, as his next for RKO, but the 
chances are he won't be able to do 
that, either. Actor’s only previous 
film was ‘Winterset.’ He previously 
starred in the legit version. 


SAILINGS 


March 29 (London to New York) 
Eric Maschwitz (Ile de France). 

March 26 (London to New York), 
Mrs. William Kempner, Olga Kemp- 
ner (George Washington). 

March 18 (New York to Lond¢n) 
Irwin Dash (Berengaria). 

March 17 (Vancouver to Sydney) 
A. B. Boetcher, Ken Asprey 
(Aorangi). 

March 12 (New York to Cher- 
bourg) Otto Brower, Mr. and Mrs. 
Clifford C. Fischer (Ile de France). 

March 10 (New York to Paris) 
Jim Wittereid (Washington). 

March 9 (New York to Cherbourg), 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas D. Rothacker, 
Dorothy Rothacker (Bremen). 

March 7 (New York to London) 
Hassard Short, William Strahlman, 
Mrs. Guy Bolton (Hansa). 

March 7 (New York to London) C. 
Bakaleinikoff (Queen Mary). 

March 6 (New York to Genoa) Mr. 
and Mrs. H. M. Warner,, Sam E. 
Morris (Conte di Savoia). 

March 10 (London to New York) 
Michael Balcon, Mark Leedy, Ger- 
maine Aussey, Wiere Bros. (Nor- 
mandie). 

April 13 (London to New York) 
Naughton and Gold (Berengaria). 


ARRIVALS 


Clarence Robinson, Gracie Fields, 
Ben Goetz, Harold Macmillan, Otto 
Kruger, Henry Matson, Ruth Aarons, 
Benny Thau, Bob Ritchie, Cecil 
Bernstein, Cecilia Colledge, George 
Sherwood, Simon Van Lier. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Monte Banks. 
Charles Farrell. 
Glenda Farrell. 
Helen Flint. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Eddie Golden. 
Doris Gowlland. 
Jack Rapp. 
Harry Leedy. 
Arthur Loew. 
William Pierce. 
Coy Poe. 

Frank Purkett. 
Phil Regan. 
Freddie Rich. 
Charles R. Rogers. 
Vic Shapiro. 
William Skoll. 
Joe Weil. 

Felix Young. 

















N. Y. to L. A 


Bob Collier. 

Leopold Friedman. 

Otto Kruger. 

Carl Lesserman. 

J. Robert Rubin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Si Seadicr. 
Grad Sears. 





William Wyler. 


Bills Aimed to Halter Pic Agents’ 
Routine Watched in Cal. Assembly 


be 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Proposed legislation at Sacramento 
that might be regarded as detri- 
mental to their interests is being 
closely watched by agents here, who 
have organized a committee to scan 
all bills now pending before the 
legislature. Body is made up of Al 
Kaufman and Ralph Blum, who 
were appointed at a meeting held in 
the offices of Mike Levee early last 
week. 

Among the proposed bills attract- 
ing attention of agents is one intro- 
duced by Senator Ralph Swing, re- 
lating to licensing and regulating 
employment agencies, such as film 
casting offices. Measure was sub- 
mitted to the senate in blank, and 
referred to its judiciary committee, 
with text matter to be filled in later 
by the author of the measure. 

Understanding here is that the bill 
proposes to classify motion picture 
agencies in same category with the 
domestic employment agencies, limit- 
ing their fees to 10% of the first 
month’s wages of any client for 
whom they obtain employment. 
Proviso is that such employment 
would be for a six months’ mini- 
mum. Other phases are said to be 
contemplated by’ Swing, to put a 
halter on agent activities in the in- 
dustry. 


New Code Section 


Another proposed bill being 
scanned by the agents’ committee is 
one introduced by Assemblyman 
Cecil R. King of Los Angeles, which 
would add a new section to private 
employment agency code, which has 
been referred to the legislative com- 
mittee on labor and capital. 

Progress of assembly bill 1225, in- 
troduced by Assemblyman James D. 
Garibaldi, of Merced, and presently 
resting with the judiciary commit- 
tee, is being eagerly watched. This 
would regulate booking agents and 
fix their fees, besides relating to the 
manner in which they carry on their 
business. 

Agents, as well as producers, are 
interested in a bill introduced by 
Assemblyman Ben Rosenthal of Los 
Angeles, which would make it un- 
lawful for any employer or his 
agent, or anyone having supervisory 
control of any employment, to de- 
mand or receive any portion of any 
wage, salary or emolument attribut- 
able to such employment, and pro- 
viding penalties for violation. 


Bill On Overage 


This bill is in hands of the Com- 
mittee on labor and capital, and if 
passed would prevent studios who 
loan players, directors or other con- 
tract employes to other studios at a 
premium, from withholding any of 
this overage. Practice of studios dur- 
ing past few years has been to loan 
people and take profits therefrom, 
and excepting in specified instances, 
the loanout deriving no portion of 
this gravy. 

Studios in many instances com- 
pute carrying charges of players in 
loanouts which are added to the sal- 
aries of these people when farmed. 
This they would not be able to do if 
the Rosenthal bill should be enacted 
into law. 

Efforts of the state labor commis- 
sioner to force the agents to submit 
contract differences to arbitration 
instead of going to court to force 
collection of fees is also giving the 
agents serious concern. 





SAMOA, HO 


Two Units Head for South Seas For 
Pix Backgrounds 








Hollywood, March 9. 

Two picture units have started for 
Samoa to grab off backgrounds for 
films. 

Advance gang has sailed on the 
Monterey for the South Seas to nail 
scenes for Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Hur- 
ricane. Joel McCrea and Margo 
have the leads in this Charles Nord- 
hoff and Norman Hall story which 
john Ford is directing. 

Dorothy Reid, Monogram producer, 
also sailed on the Mariposa to ob- 
tain backgrounds for ‘Paradise Is- 
land.’ Gil Warrenton is in charge 
of her camera crew. 


CREELMAN GOES PAR 


James A. Creelman has_ been 
signed to a writing contract by Para- 
mount. 

Left for the Coast last week a few 








days after arriving in New York 
from Europe. 
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3 Films—And Radio 





of tunes frum ‘Shall We Dance?’ 





problem of radio in its relation to 


impossible to trace or obtain a defi 
Against these questions must be 
Dance?’ 


ter, previous Astaire hits; if it’s a bad one will his etherizing have 
kept the film’s totals from tumblin; 
a picture will the boxoffice grosses show more, or less, than the film 


| deserves? 


There should be an answer somewhere. 
probably broadcast most of this score in advance it provides another 
opportunity to gauge radio’s influence on a picture, besides which it 


also will afford a chance to check 


on a top picture star’s drawing power. 
No previous Astaire picture had him on the air over such an ex- 


tended period, and some of his fi 


; used the air for a film was on ‘Top Hat.’ 
broadcast once a week for only four weeks, 


on the Lucky Strike program. 


Is the performer primarily a screen or radio star? 
screen personality be restricted from too much broadcasting? 


the radio personality be restricted 


the ‘On the Avenue’ aerial broadsi 


the exhibs, though the second runs 

This week 20th Century-Fox goe 
with ‘Love Is News.’ The trade 
result should also be worth tabbi! 


to send across on the air than a st 


‘On the Avenue’ may 
concerning musical pictures; 


‘Shall We Dance?’ figures to prove 





Last night (Tuesday) Fred Astaire was due to broadcast a couple 
It reminds that this picture is soon 
to be released and that by the time it 
will-have completed a full 26 wee 
tribution of the film is bound to mi: 


From the film angle it is whether those 26 weeks have helped or 


hurt: has Astaire dissipated or improved his drawing power; will it be 


If it’s a sock will the business it does approximate, or bet- 


g too far, and if the picture is just 


they do as much radio as they can get? 
The idea that radio is a decided help to a nicture got a boost via 


such at Radio City’s Music Hal! that it convinced many skeptics among 
| the executives of the major companies. 


good pictures, but ‘Love Is News,’ a comedy, is a non-musical, so this 
; script tip off too much, too little, or 
for pictures, can obviously do its best job where music is concerned. 
have already 
the ‘Love Is News’ broadcast should re- 


veal some light on the hookup for 


personality who undertakes consecutive radio broadcasts. 


Astaire 
Dis- 
ike RKO’s star a focal point of the 
the picture industry. 


theatres 
ks on the air for a sponsor. 


reaches the 


> 


nite answer’ 
Shall We 


balanced the quality of 


Inasmuch as Astaire will 


the effect of this many broadcasts 


The first time he 
On a nation-wide basis he 
each time as but a guest 


Ims not at all. 


Should the 
Should 
from too many pictures? Should 
Some fun. 
de from Hollywood. Results were 
It even swung over some of 
haven't yet reported. 

s to bat again on the air, this time 
generally concedes that -both are 


1g and as closely. Will the aerial 
be just right? Is a drama tougher 
raight comedy or musical? Radio, 
answered the radio question 
a romantic comedy, and Astaire’s 
a thing or two on the basic screen 








PRODUCERS 0. K. 
WRITER 
ETUP 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Producers’ Association last week 
approved the working agreement 
proposed by the Screen Playwrights, 
Inc., but before they can ratify it 
amendments must be approved and 
inserted into the present five-year 
basic writers-producer agreement 
now in effect and operated through 
the Academy. 

All members of the writers’ branch 
of the Academy have been sent no- 
tices of the amendments provided 
in the SP code and with their unani- 
mous approval, it will remove all 
legal technicalities and make it pos- 
sible for the producers to recognize 
both agreements. Present basic 
agreement operated through the 
Academy was made for a five-year 
period, with a clause that it could 
be cancelled or revised at the end 
of the second year which comes up 
next Oct. 1. 

Producers are legally bound and 
will recognize the basic agreement 
up to its expiration date, and will 
also abide by the new SP agreement 
if both factions agree to the same 
covenants. 

Majority members of the writers’ 
branch of the Academy are also 
aligned with the Screen Playwrights. 
which assures that the amendments 
to the Academy pact will be sanc- 
tioned, leaving writers who do not 
belong to any organization free to 
carry their troubles to the Academy 
for arbitration. 

Arbitration machinery set up and 
provided for in the SP agreement 
restricts its use only to members 
of the organization. 





Holly Hotel Studio Pitch 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Broadcast of ‘Stepping Toes’ on 
Hollywood Hotel April 16 will be 
made from RKO studio. Fred Astaire 
aud Ginger Rogers will take part 
aS will others in the cast. 

Full hour will be devoted to the 
picture and its music. 


| 
| 
| 


Bull Market Again 
For Pix Free ’n’ Easy 
Cocktailery Brawls 


Coin for picture company cocktail 


| Staged for screen celebs visiting New 
| York is on the upbeat. Long rated 
las the best way to introduce new 
personalities, the soirees dipped dur- 
ing the dog-days until the last year 
or two. 

Numerous recent cocktail blow- 
outs offered by the film publicists 
for the working press have averaged 
$1,200 apiece. Niftier splurges have 
cost $1,500, and they have been the 
'rule rather than the exception. One 
afternoon ‘tea,’ within the past 
fortnight for a new _ face from 
Europe, set back the picture com- 
pany close to $2,000. 

While such a budget may seem 
like a heavy expense item on the 
surface, the  publicity-exploitation 
value is figured differently. The 
elbow-bending parties bring together 


250-400 representatives of the trade | 


and newspaper press, the press as- 


sociations and fan mags in a con- 
genial atmosphere. enabling many 


scribes to come in close contact with 
known or newcomer film people. An 
affair costing $1.600 is attended by 
400 at $4 a head, which 
cheap for the results obtained. 





Col. Suing to Enforce 
Jean Arthur’s Contract 


Los Angeles, March 9. | from the 


Jean Arthur and Columbia are 


spatting again. 


has gone into court to find out just 
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PIX WILLING TA Paramount Will Discreetly’ Prevent 
Radio From Messing Up Its Stars 


TARE Uo. TAKA 


Means Stiff Give-Up Not to 
Declare Surplus Profits in 
Their Entirety—But Pro- 
ducers Favor That, in Or- 
der to Have Large B. R. 
on Hand 


CONSERVATIVE 


While 


panies 


most of the picture com- 


are expected to follow the 


policy of dipping into undistributed 


profits for extra melon cuttings to 


common stockholders, financial de- 


partments of these companies are 


putting aside a substantial amount 


though 


Surtax on 


for working capital even 


must federal 
it. Film 


liberal amounts to stockholders from 


they pay a 


companies in paying out 


the undistributed profits are merely 


>] 
| following the plan adopted by other H wood Lensers 
large industrial firms. re 


undistributed 


|parties, luncheons and other affairs | 
| 


is deemed | 


This time the studio | 


servative it is, the 


| capital. 
| heads the radio field in this regards. 


GRAVET IN ST. MORITZ. 


| at St. Moritz, Switzerland. 
| is the spouse, Jane Renouardt. 


| other 
| previews of ‘King and the Chorus 
Girl,’ were forwarded to him there. 


The left 


profits 


over in normal 
that 


into working capital will depend on 


amounts 
will go 


by 


the type of management operating 
the picture company, the more con- 
more coin there 
is set aside for working capital. 
Companies are willing to pay sur- 
tax to the federal 


this 


government on 


sum because they consider it 


|} sound business to have a substantial 


| working capital on hand for future 


developments. Nevertheless, it pe- 


nalizes each company ae certain 


| amount annually because of the new 


federal statute 
tributed surplus. 


applying to undis- 


Loew’s, Inc., which leads the pic- 
ture field in net profits and is well- 


| known for its conservative financial 


and dividend policy, tops the film 
companies in the matter of working 
Radio Corp. of America 





READYING HIS 2D PIC 


Paris, March 1. | 


Fernand Gravet is winter-sporting 


Cables from Mervyn LeRoy and 


Hollywood friends, telling of 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Although he is announced for 
teaming with Ethel Merman in next 
4seRoy musical for Warners, date has 
not yet definitely been set for re- 
turn of Fernand Gravet. Pic does 
not go into preparation until George 
| Jessel assumes his supervisorial du- 
| ties April 15. 
aa ™ 


Leading the ‘Escape’ 


Hollywood, March 9. 
Gloria Stuart and Michael Whalen 
| get the leads in ‘Escape From Love,’ 
Hungarian novel by 
Eugene Heltai, at 20th-Fox. Eugene 
Forde will direct 
Film debuts Leslie 


Landau, re- 


how they stand legally on their con- | cently in from England, as an asso- 
tract with the actress, which still | ciate “producer. Landau and Don 
has a year to run. Suit filed by Co- Ettlinger scripted. 
lumbia for declaratory relief names eee a : 
ua Ae . ears ’ 

both Miss Arthur and Paramount. | Soph s 2 Song Chores 
| Latter studio has been after the ; 
actress for a picture. Hollywood, March 9. 

Columbia is asking that Miss Ar- Sophie Tucker will warble two 
thur be restrained from working at | [UMmbers in Metro's ‘Broadway Mel 

° e , 7 Q27 * 

any studio other than theirs in the | ody of 1937. 


contract for her 
is legally upheld. Actress 
break the pact last vear and 
time announced she would 
calls to report. 


event the 


services | 
tried to | 
at the 


ignore 


‘Your 


authored by 


She'll do a number, Broad- 
way and Mine,’ Nacio 
Herb Brown and Arthur Freed, and 
‘Some of These Days,’ which she 
l first introduced in 1911. 


' 
} 
| 
| 


With him | 





Metro Not Kidding 


Hollywood, March 9 
Metro showed that it 


when it put up the 


» + 
meant 


bars against it talent broad- 


‘asting by blocking an attempt 


Freddie 


Bing 


to book 3artholomew 
for the Crosby 
After had announced 
that the youthful player would 
do the guest shot, Metro stepped 
in and called no dice. 


show. 
agency 





That cued others to lay off 
which has put a crimp in the 
guest star thing out here, 
Metro studio having a heavy ' 
run Of important names sought 


by radio. 











Union Stymie 
For Newsmags 


| Allen, 


al. Par is 


a 


March 9 
Advent of Rubey Cowan to the 
Paramount lot 


Holly wood. 
may augur a new 
Operation and 
tween the film 


It marks the first definite 


trend of practical c 


coordination be studios 
and radio 
course along those lines and i ne 
pired principally from the perspec- 
tive of the picture producer 

Without presuming to ask the ra- 
dio sponsors what material is best 
fitted for the film stars on the air, 
the Par-Cowan 
achieve an unde 


benefit. 


idea is hoped to 


standing for mutual 


Delicately and discreetly the film 
studios feel that they can thus pro 
tect their picture people Showmen 
like Cowan, coming into pictures 
from radio (he was with NBC Ar- 
tists’ Bureau) are deemed in good 
position to best gauge the film-radio 
| values 

Par has perhaps the most impos- 


ing roster of picture players on reg- 
ulat 
Benny, 


commercial programs—Jack 
Crosby, Burns and 
Raye, Bob Burns, et 
committed to the 
that radio is a boon rather 


bane for the boxoffice: but 


Bing 
Mariha 
idea 

than a 
Par also 


wants to make sure that the bene- 
ficial aspects are preserved. 
A case in point is Martha Raye. 


| She's rated quite a comer for Para- 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Photographers Local 659 is crack- 
ing down on sent here by 
national mags to studio stuff. 
tuling was made last week on com- 
plaints of aembers that freelancers 
are cutting in on their biz. Edict 
decrees no photos or portraits in 
studio unless bulb snapper carries a 
union card. 

Hays office is in accord with the 
move, due to the problem of check- 
Dismissal 


lensers 


shoot 


ing prints of freelancers. 


of 17 men from the major lots fol- 
lowed the union crackdown. First 
turndown was at Warners, when a 


newsmagger found the lot barred to 
his cameraing because he couldn't 
produce a union card. 


Germaine Aussey to | 


20th; Due Next Week | 


Paris, March 1. 
Hollywood's latest grab, Ger- 
maine Aussey, by 20th-Fox has the 
Paris press asking 


; | 
have any stars left after American | 


producers get through picking and | 
choosing. 

With the signing of Danielle Dar- | 
rieux by Universal hardly more than | 
a month ago, the deal for Miss Aus- 
sey makes the second within two 
months, and it is reported that Maric | 
Glory is negotiating with Major | 
Prod, too. 

Miss Aussey will sail on March 10, 
heading straight for 
where she expects to go into work 
pronto on her first picture. 


most French stars, she speaks Eng- | | 
lish well, having attended school in | 


England, 


Story Ed Turns Author 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Marguerite Taylor, daughter of 
Laurette Taylor, has resigned as as- 
sistant story editor for Samuel Gold- 
wyn. 

Miss Taylor, with the Goldwyn 
outfit a year, plans to write a novel 
titled ‘Hello, Angel.’ 


Col. Signs Don Terry 
Hollywood, March 9. 
Don Terry, leading man from east- 
ranks, has been signed by 
Columbia for pictures through the 
William Morris agency. 
Terry was brought 
by RKO for tests, but 
passed him up and Columbia 
tured him on the 
| RKO footage. 


hern stock 


here recently 
this company 


signa- 


P dain 
if France will || 
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Holly wood, | || 


Unlike || 


strength of the 


mount, from the film viewpoint. On 


the air, her impression has been hit 
‘n’ miss, chiefly due to type of ma- 
terial given her by Ruthrauf & 
Ryan. 


li’s felt that a film-radio showman 
like Cowan, by insuring Miss Raye’s 
mike-appeal through proper sug- 
gestion and supervision, will also be 


of inestimable value to the radio 
ponsors. At the same time, Par 
will preserve its investment. Nor 


will the radio sponsors act uppish 
at the idea of the picture company’s 
atlitude since it’s bound to be of 
value to the air show. 

Paramount's ‘Big Broadcast’ film- 
usicals; Paramount theatre’s experi- 


ence on Broadway with radio-name 
bands; Par's belief that the radio 
vlugs for the Par filmusical tunes, 


(Continued on page 23) 
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OLD-STYLE SALES CONVENTIONS ON THE. | 





DOWNBEAT; REGIONAL MEETING, CLICK 


High-Pressure Stuff Doesn’t Seem to Obtain These 
Days—New Season’s Selling Starts Earlier and 


Ends Quicker—Exhibs 


With numerous major distributing 
companies either started or soon to 
get under way on their 1937-38 sell- 
ing season, the importance of the 
old impressive sales conventions is 
diminished even more this year than 
it was in 1935 and 1934 when body 
blows were delivered to the annual 
conclaves of salesmen. 


Industry observers claim the vital 
part that these yearly conventions 
played in the affairs of film com- 
panies has dwindled materially in 
the last five years. Regional sales 
sessions, called in various sections of 
the country, have been gradually 
supplanting them as far as actual 
business accomplishment is con- 
cerned. 


Two major influences have con- 
tributed to this situation. First un- 
doubtedly has been the increased 
participation of producer-distributor 
companies in the exhibition field and 
the tilt in the number of large cir- 
cuits. That is the way trade au- 
thorities view matters. The second 
major factor has been the decline of 
interest, on the part of independents, 
in their own exhibitor organizations. 
Exhibitors more than ever seem to 
know fairly well just what product 
they are going to buy even before 
the pressure is started. 


The fact that the distributing 
companies now lay out their ad- 
vance campaign so as to sew up the 
leading circuits of some 400 now 
listed in the U. S. means that it 
makes little or no difference in sales 
plans whether the selling season 
opens in April or June, before or 
after the annual conventions. Book- 
ing staffs of these important circuits, 
constituting the bulk of the business 
enjoyed by distributors, are in touch 
with company product, know what 
stars are under contract, the ma- 
terial purchased, pictures in prep- 
aration and about what to expect 
from each individual producer. 

Even last year, most of the big 
accounts had been cinched in May 
and June, or a majority of them be- 
fore the first sales convention had 


> 





gone into session. With these big 
deals out of the way this year in 
most instances by the end of this 
month, it is more or less optional 
when the annual gatherings are to 





come. 
Experience 


| 
| 


in bygone years has 


Pre-Sold 





On the Other Hand 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Harry Cohn closed the Co- 
lumbia Studio at noon Saturday 
(6) so the mob could attend the 
last day’s races at Santa Anita. 
Besides he figured it a coin- 





saver on phone calls to bookies. 


KORDA GETS RID OF 
‘LAWRENCE’ TO KANE 


London, March 2. 
Alexander Korda has transferred 
rights in his scheduled production of 
‘Lawrence of Arabia,’ based on the 














| life of Col. T. E. Lawrence, to Bob 


Kane’s New World, and the picture 
will now be made for 20th-Fox. 

It will still be shct at Denham, 
where Kane has now completed 
three pictures. 

This is at least the third subject 
Korda has unloaded to Kane, who 
now has the headaches associated 
with production of ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac,’ which Korda found too 
tough, as well as ‘Four Dark Hours.’ 

‘Lawrence’ was originally sched- 


'uled as Korda’s first Technicolor 


epic, but whether New World will, 
use tints has still to be decided. 


Well! Well! 


Philadelphia, March 9. 

Bob Burns didn’t invent the ba- 
zooka, Franklin Institute officials 
soberly declared this week. They 
said he stole the idea from a China- 
man who played a similar instru- 
ment 2,500 years ago. 

And just to prove it, they are ex- 
hibiting the original Chinese ba- 
zooka. It is very similar in appear- 
ance to the Ozark-Hollywood hill- 
billy’s. 











Cukor in Hungary 


Budapest, Feb. 28. 
George Cukor is here for the first 
time to take a look at the country of 





his descent. Born in America of 
Hungarian parents, local press ac- 
claims him enthusiastically as an- 
other Hungarian reaping’ glory 


been that the independents used to | abroad. 


band together at their association 
gatherings to secure the lowest pos- 


Cukor told folks that he is going 
to direct Greta Garbo’s next film, 


sible rentals. Hence, sales drives | 24 is on the lookout for a subject. 


were delayed until these exhibitor 
conclaves were out of the way. Vet- 
eran organization men now say this 
no longer is necessary. 

Officials high in the business be- 
lieve now that the most constructive 
sales campaign work is developed 
and plans laid for its execution at 
the regional meetings of distributor 
companies. 

This leaves the national conven- 
tions fairly well in the status of be- 
ing giant social gatherings in which 
the product line-up is further ex- 
tolled and the complete array of fea- 
tures detailed to the public. That 
is what the old-time sales chiefs say 
although admitting the big annual 
confabs continue to play some part 
in getting together salesmen from 
every section of the land and as a 
means of instilling enthusiasm for 
the new season’s product. 


WARNER SALES EXECS 
WEST FOR POWWOWS 


Grad Sears, Warner general sales 
manager, and Carl Leserman, his 
chief of staff, are leaving for the 
Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) by train 
for studio conferences. S. C. Einfeld 
is scheduled to arrive there Satur- 
day (13) by boat. 

Group will huddle with Jack L. 
Warner and others on pictures for 
the balance of this year as well as 
to discuss next season’s (1937-38) 
plans. 

Not set whether WB will hold a 
national convention this summer or 
regionals as last year for the first 

time. 
































BILLY AND BEVERLY 


BEMIS 


Loew’s State, New York, This Week 


(March 4) ... Also fulfilling con- 
tract with Warner Bros. 


Exclusive Management: 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


TWO KILLED ON COAST 
IN PIX WITHIN WEEK 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Second fatality within a week on 
pictures in production occurred last | 
Wednesday (3) when Marcella Ar- 
nold, 28, stunt woman and one-time 
Miss Los Angeles, was_ instantly 
killed when auto overturned while 
filming a Warner picture. 

Other mortality was George Daly 


on “The Road Back’ set at Uni- 
versal. 














Trem Carr Sets Feature 
For U in Addition to 6 


Hollywood, March 9. 


Trem Carr will produce one fea- 
ture, ‘Synthetic Gentleman,’ direct 
for Universal release, in addition to 
the six per year he turns out as an 
independent unit with John Wayne 
on a leasing basis. 

Universal players are expected to 
be used in the cast. Channing Pol- 
lock wrote the novel. 





JONES ON ‘52D ST.’ 


Hollywood, March 9. 

First writing assignment for 
Grover Jones, under contract to 
Walter Wanger, is ‘52d Street.’ 

Hal Horne, who hatched the idea 
centering around Gotham’s nitery 
sector, goes east to-round up talent 
for the featured. spots. 





N. Y. Censors Tough, of Late, on 
Imported Films; Seek Test Suit 





New York censor board is tough- 
ening up on foreign-made films, ac- 


cording to importers, with a possible 
battle coming. ‘Dr. Knock,’ French- 
made talker being offered for ex- 
hibition in the U. S. by Jean Taper- 
noux, was completely nixed last 
week. 


While this was the first complete 
turn-down in some time there have 
been a number of foreign-language 
films pretty badly scissored of late. 
‘Remous’ (French) distributed by 
Max Laemmle, was so badly clipped 
it is practically in ribbons. ‘Carnival 
in Flanders’ (‘La Kermesse He- 
roique’) also French, distributed by 
Tobis, had only a few minor inci- 
sions but practically every foreign- 
language film shown ‘o the censors 
of late has had to be cut somewhat. 


Tapernoux has retained A. Town- 
send Kaplan as attorney to fight the 
‘Dr. Knock’ ban. Film is based on 
an old classic of French legit and 
has been done in N. Y. legit with 
no previous trouble anywhere. N. Y. 
censor board, in nixing it, claimed 
that it ‘might tend to incite to crime.’ 

Morris L. Ernst has been called in 
as counsel for Mayer-Burstyn, who 
are considering distribution of ‘Re- 
mous’ with Laemmle. He is study- 
ing that film and several others on 





the Burstyn-Mayer list with a view 





to forcing an open battle on the 
matter via the courts. Claim that 
there is discrimination against the 
foreigners is being studied by him 
and there is a possibility of all the 
importers of foreign-made films join- 
ing hands on the issue. While the 
films in question can still be shown 
out of New York, generally speak- 
ing, it is pointed out that N. Y. is 
80% of the foreign langauge market 
in the VU. S. 

Other foreign films which ~-have 
been banned by the New York cen- 
sors of late have been ‘Marbusse,’ 
German, offered for distribution by 
William Goldberg; ‘Jeanne,’ French, 
offered by Guaranty Picts; ‘Bolero,’ 
French short offered by Tapernoux; 
‘Ecstasy,’ Czech film offered by Sam 
Cummins, and ‘Marie,’ Hungarian 
film offered by DuWorld. Arthur 
Garfield Hays is representing the 
distribs in attempt to get ‘Marie’ by 
despite censors. 

N. Y. censors last week also turned 
down completely ‘Girl in the Case,’ 
Holly wood-made film starring Jimmy 
Savo. This one was produced by Dr. 
Eugene Frenke several years ago but 
held back until now, with censors 
figuring it too ‘immoral.’ It was com- 
pleted just about the time the purity 
drive was on and producers shelved 
it themselves for a while but figure 





Art and Propaganda 


Screen comedian, in. New 
York on visit, was told by 
headwaiter in a restaurant that 
gent at nearby table wanted 
his autograph. Comic took au- 
tograph book, and glanced to- 
ward his fan. He saw that he 
was the very arch-type of 
Southern gentleman, suh! 

Comic, who leans toward the 


pinkish, scribbled above his 
autograph, ‘Free The Scotts- 
boro Boys!’ 











DISMISS MOMAND’S 
SUIT; CAN RE-FILE 


Denver, March 9. 

The U. S. circuit court of appeals 
has tossed A. B. Momand’s suit for 
triple damages out, but left the way 
open for him to file another action. 

Momand sued in the U. S. district 
court at Oklahoma City, asking about 
$5,000,000 from film distributors and 
theatre operators for alleged re- 
straint of trade. Court ordered Mo- 
mand to file an amended petition 
and Momand refused, whereupon the 
court ordered the action dismissed. 
This order was the reason for the 
appeal to the circuit court. On the 
death of one of the judges on the 
opening of the case in Oklahoma 
City, the hearing was transferred to 
Denver. 


The order reads: “The order is re- | 
versed with instructions to vacate 
the order and enter an order dis- 
missing the amended petition with- 
out prejudice. Each party will pay 
its own costs.’ 

Momand’s mother, Loretta L. Mo- 
mand, who operated a theatre at 
Shawnee, Okla., has sued distribu- 
tors for triple damages for alleged 
‘unlawful combination and conspi- 
racy to restrain and to monopolize 
interstate trade and commerce in 
motion picture films.” Mrs. Momand 
filed her suit in Boston, that being 
her home and because she could se- 
cure service on all distributors there. 
Plaintiffs in the case have asked to 
have the case transferred to Okla- 
homa City for trial. 


MET DIVA’S FILM DEBUT | 
FOR TORIS IN VIENNA 


Dusolina Giannini, Metropolitan 
Opera soprano, will debut. in pic- 
tures this summer, making ‘The Gray 











Sister’ (tentative title), for Tobis- 
Europa, in Vienna. Film will be 
drama with incidental music. 


Singer will appear early in the sum- 
mer at the Vienna Opera, Berlin 
Staatsoper: and in Zurich, but the 
picture commitment will prevent her 
usual engagement at Salzburg. 
Miss Giannini will sing in world 
premiere of her brother Vittorio 
Giannini’s ‘Requiem’ by the Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra May 26. 





Mrs. Martin Johnson’s Ist 
Solo Lecture Canceled 


— 


French Dialog Film No 
Dice on RKO N. Y. Chain: 
Too Tough to Savvy 


RKO jerked ‘Carnival in Flanders’ 
(‘Le Hermesse Heroique’), Tobis- 
made French film, after only two 
days (1-2) on the N. Y. circuit, al- 
though scheduled originally for a 
longer playdate. Film didn’t meet 
RKO’s desired b.o. and Randforce 
Circuit (Rinzler & Frisch), operating 
around 60 Brooklyn and Long Island 
houses, which had the film booked 
| to follow the RKO theatres, can- 
| celled it also. 


' Film got unusual atiention when 
| it opened its artie run in New York 
Both RKO and Randforce theatres 
are run on double feature policies. 
| Film is in French dialog with En<- 
lish subtitles but a lot of customers 
are understood to have squawked 
that they didn’t understand it. a 
number of refunds being demanded 
in practically all the houses on the 
RKO chain. 


SCREEN WRITERS’ GUILD 
WRITES FINIS ON ITSELF 


Hollywood, March 9. 


Final chapter in the life of the 
Screen Writers Guild of California 
was written March 1, when it filed 
a certificate of dissolution. Petition 
stated all debts have been paid. 


SWG decided to end it all last 
May. Following several attempts to 
get together with th. major studios, 
a group of the scenarists pulled out 
and formed the Screen Playwrights, 
Inc. This ouifit still is working on 
an agreement with the studios. SWG 
wes organized in 1920. It flourished 
until 1932, when a group walked out 
in a reorganization move. This lasted 
until last May. 


Expect Decision Soon on 
Con Film’s Reorg Plan 


With all testimony in, Delaware 
state court is expected to hand down 
a decision in the next few days in 
the stockholder action seeking to 
prevent Consolidated Film Industries 
reorganization plan being placed in 
operation. Company is optimistic 
regarding the outcome, which is ex- 
pected to clear the way for carrying 
out the recap set-up or force Con 
Film to proffer a new plan. 


It will be recalled that the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
shrieked loudly over the Consoli- 
dated Film recapitalization proposi- 
tion when the plan was about to be 
presented to stockholders, without 
taking any official action, last fall. 
Body also hinted direly if and when 
the company sovght to list additional 
stock under the proposed plan with 
the N. Y. stock exchange listing 
committee. Consequently, some legal 
fireworks may be expected if the 
present plan is made operative un- 
less the SEC has subsequently al- 
tered its position. 




















Lincoln, March 9. 


Mrs. Osa Johnson, widow of Mar- | 
tin Johnson, did not make the sched- 
uled film-lecture appearance here as ! 
dated at the Coliseum. Reason was | 
that the ticket sale was negligible 
and advance sale came nowhere near 
floating the load. 

Mrs. Johnson, carrying on the tour 
planned for herself and her husband, 
was to have appeared here and lec- 
tured accompaniment to the latest 
travel-jungle film, ‘Jungle Depths of 
Borneo.’ Mrs. Florence Gardner was 
handling locally. 





Fields’ New Rep Deal 


Hollywood, March 9. 


Leonard Fields had his term con- 
tract as a Republic producer ex- 
tended last week with the proviso 
that he direct two or three pic- 
tures. 

He currently is prepping ‘Cartoon 
Lover,’ yarn dealing with romance 
in an animated cartoon studio, and 
‘Gangs of New York,’ finally okayed 
by the Hays office after previous 
thumbing. 





‘STROGOFF’ TITLE CHANGE 


RKO has changed the title of 
‘Michael Strogoff’ to ‘The Soldier and 
the Lady.’ 

Pic already has played number of 
dates throughout the country, and is 
due for New York release in about 








things more propitious now. 


Net profit Consolidated Film In- 
dustries and subsids for 1936 totaled 
$919,515, as compared with net of 
$1,077,450 in preceding year. 





RIBBING THE CRICKS 


Menjou Will Call "Em Wrong, in 
Goldwyn’s ‘Follies’ 








Hollywood, March 9. 
Adolphe Menjou will be featured 
in ‘Goldwyn Follies’ in the role of a 
drama critic. 
Part is satire on New York play 
critics and will have Menjou guess- 


| ing ‘em wrong invariably. 





Durbin’s Next Starrer 


Hollywood, March 9. 


Felix Jackson is screenplaying 
‘Queen at 14’ at Universal as Deanna 
Durbin’s starrer. It will follow ‘100 
Men and One Girl.’ 

Joe Pasternak will produce with 
Henry Koster directing. 





Set for WB Shorts 
Jean Travers, singer currently at 
the Adelphia hotel, Philly, will make 
a Warner Bros. short this week in 
Brooklyn with Billy and Beverly 
Bemi:. 


The Leslies, dancing act just re- 
turned from a date in Rio de Janeiro, 





two weeks. 


make a WB short next month, 
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Schencks Topped F. 


A 


D. R.’'s Campaign 


Donors; Other Showmen Listed 


Washington, March 9. 

Open-handed and politically - in- 
spired individuals in the film indus- 
try kicked in a substantial amount 
of cash toward the war chest used 
to bring about President Roosevelt's 
reelection last November, but pic- 
ture people were stingy with dona- 
tions toward the Republican—Lan- 
don cause. 

Recapitulation of big gifts (over 
$500) to more than a dozen political 
organizations was published Thurs- 
day (4) by Senate committee which 
has been probing campaign finances. 
List contained nearly a score of 
names identified with pictures, as 
well as many connected with radio, 
legit; music, and Broadway gen- 
erally. 

The. biggest donors in the amuse- 


- ment biz were the Schenck brothers, 


Nicholas M. and Joseph M. They 
took the place formerly occupied by 
the Warner brothers, who had the 
reputation in political quarters here 
as being President Roosevelt’s best 


. film-industry boosters. Both Joe and 


Nick Schenck dug down to the ex- 
tent of $10,000 for the Roosevelt 
fund, thus coughing up $20,000 of 
the $38,000 which the New Dealers 
obtained from film industry sources. 

Sidney R. Kent, prez of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, was next on the list, with 
a donation of $3,500. Following 
closely were William Goetz and Sol 
Rosenbiatt, who turned in $2,500 
apiece. Winfield R. Sheehan was 
good for $2,000; Stanton Griffis gave 
$1,500; Al Lichtman, John W. Con- 
sidine, Emanuel Cohen and Harry 
Brandt put in $1,000 each; and 
Charlie Chaplin and Harry Cohn do- 
nated $500. 

The Republican donors were J. 
Robert Rubin, who handed the Lan- 
donites $1,000, and Will Hays, for- 
mer chairman of the Republican 
National Committee, who was 
touched for $550. 

The lengthy list of contributors 
showed Eddie Dowling gave $750 to 
President Roosevelt’s cause; Gene 
Tunney, $2,500; Sam H. Harris, 
$500; and Lee Shubert $500, in addi- 
tion to another $500 donation to 
Tammany Hall. Mrs. Walter Dam- 
rosh was credited with $500 toward 
the Republican fund. 

The biggest spenders—whose 
money formed the bulk of the at- 
tack against the New Deal, were the 
Philadelphia Pew family (shipbuld- 
ing, oil, etc.), and Delaware’s du- 
Ponts (chemicals and automobiles). 
The duPonts poured $410,470 down 


, the political sink, while the Pews 


added $312,976. 
Labor Unions 


Theatrical labor union contribu- 
tions to the Roosevelt campaign fund 
last fall aggregated $12,250, Senate 
Campaign Expenditures Committee 
announced Thursday (4). Alto- 
gether, organized workers dumped 
$770,324 into the New Deal war 
chest, more than half of the sum 
coming from the United Mine 
Workers. 

In addition, the LA. kicked in 
$1,000 for expenses of the American 
Labor Party in New York, while 
four locals made small donations. 
These included $500 checks to the 
Democratic National Committee by 
the Philadelphia projectionists’ local 
and Los Angeles operators’ local. 
Others were $150 to the national 
outfit from the San Francisco grind- 
ers and $100 to the American Labor 
Party from the Utica local. 

Report showed the National Com- 
mittee reimbursed New York projec- 
tionists $360 for operating sound 
truck used during the campaign. 


Kennedy’s Appointment 


Joseph P. Kennedy, formerly head 
of Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion and long identified with film 
industry, yesterday (Tues.) was 
nominated by President Roosevelt 
as chairman of the new U. S. Mari- 
time commission. 

Kennedy, last was active in the in- 
dustry in formulating the now 
famous Paramount report. His re- 
Capitalization plan for Radio Corp. 
was adopted last year. 














SCHENCK, RUBIN WEST 


Loew’s Formal Denial on Nick 
Schenck’s B’d Chairmanship Idea 





Loew’s has formally denied that 
Nicholas M. Schenck plans to quit 
the company’s presidency, to become 
its board chairman, or that Al 
Lichtman will succeed him, when 
and if. Company spokesmen aver 
that Schenck will continue in his 
present capacity. 

Schenck is expected on the Coast 
this week from Florida where he 


| ‘Unusual’ 





and his family have been vacation- | 


ing. David Bernstein, vice-president 
and treasurer of the company, is also 
in Florida, and is not expected to 
return from the south for a few 
days. J. Robert Rubin, v.p. and at- 
torney for the company, left Friday 
(5) for the Coast. 


There is no indication on how long 


Schenck and Rubin will stay on the | Pictures are being set back for na- 


Pacific slope. 


Leopold Friedman, secretary and | the next, the postponements in some 


counsel for Loew, also left for the 
Coast this week to confer regarding 
1937-’38 product line-up, accompa- 
nying Rubin. 





Norman Kohn Suing 
His Brother, Ralph; 
Attaches in N. Y. 


Norman Kohn, of Paramount’s for- 
eign department in N. Y., has ob- 
tained an attachment against funds 
of the Morak Realty Co., holding 
estate of his late father, Morris Kohn, 
in a suit against his brother, Ralph 
A. Kohn, picture executive, who is 
charged with diverting funds of this 
company for his own purposes. At- 
tachment was obtained Friday (5) in 
N. Y. Supreme Court on funds with 
the Empire Trust Co. Justice Aaron 
J. Levy, at the same time he granted 
the attachment, signed an order per- 
mitting service of summons in the 
action against Ralph Kohn by pub- 
lication. Kohn, former treasurer of 
Paramount Publix, is now v.p. of 
B. P. Schulberg Productions and re- 
sides in California. Suit against him 
by his brother is also on behalf of 
other stockholders in Morak Realty. 

David J. Wolper represents Nor- 
man Kohn and the other stock- 
holders. 


HAYS FETED ON 15TH 
ANNI WITH THE MPPDA 


Will Hays’ 15th anniversary in the 
picture business last Friday (5) was 
marked by a flood of congratulatory 
wires and letters from representative 
industry leaders. Hays was brought 
in to organize the Motion Picture 
Producers and Distributors of Amer- 
ica, Inc., on March 5, 1922, and has 
been president ever since, with ap- 
proximately four years more on his 
present contract to run. 


The New York Hays office ten- 
dered him a buffet luncheon. Other- 
wise the ‘general’ carried on business 
like any other day. 


20 for WB in London 


London, March 2. 

Irving Asher hopes to produce 20 
pictures for Warners at Teddington 
the current year. Harry M. Warner 
and Sam E. Morris, WB foreign 
chief, are due here in April to dis- 
cuss, among other things, further 
enlargement of the newly construct- 
ed Teddington studios. 

Asher has just bought a story from 
Seymour Hicks called ‘Sand in the 
Sugar.’ in which the author will be 
starred. Script is described as a 

















comedy of a king and queen who 
become bored with their posts and 
try to live like their subjects. 
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DEI FACES HEI Propose Repeal of 10% Tax: Just 
Raising Stopgap to 5lce Would 


Up Both Film and U.S. Revenue 


UP BY TLUNESOca 


oe 


California Colds 


Threw Production savated 


—Industry Idea Now Is to | 


Rush Heavily Before'| 
Rainy Season Sets In 








CAN’T DELIVER 


—__— 


The inclement weather 
fornia this 


in Cali- 
which has re- 
sulted in a lot of illness has greatly 
messed up production. Delayed com- 
pletion of pictures, as result, has 
been greatly interfering with release 
schedules of the major producer- 
distributors. Every week since Jan. 
1 there have been numerous changes. 


winter 


tional release from one week to 


cases stretching over a period of 
two months. It’s all due to cast, 
directorial or other 
delays. 

In other instances, pictures slated 
for February or March release are 
now entirely off schedules to await 
more definite information as to when 
they may be available. Some pic- 
tures that are lucky in _ getting 
through earlier than others are be- 
ing shoved up to fill open spots as 
distributors make every effort to 
serve their accounts with product 
so that a shortage will not be felt. 

The de’ays in production this win- 
ter have interfered to the point 
where most companies are sched- 
uling releases on a basis that is 
strictly tentative. There is no as- 
surance that the pictures set for na- 
tional outgo to accounts a month 
ahead can be delivered by that time. 

Film men do not remember a win- 
ter in Southern California that has 
been as bad as this year and has 
taken such a high toll in services 
of artists, directors, writers and 
others whose illnesses have retarded 
production progress. Every year 
during the so-ealled rainy season, 
however, Califernians experience 
colds that interfere, and for many 
years producers ‘have talked about 
protecting themselves against de- 
lays during January, February and 
March by churning heavier in the 
fall for provision of surplus film, 
but it has never been done. After 
what has happened this winter, it 
is believed the producers may work 
double time up to the Christmas 
holidays to guard against future de- 
lays that leave release schedules in 
a dangerous position. Adolph Zukor 
is among those presently adVocating 
this. 


illnesses and 








Arthur Made a Par Prod. 


Hollywood, March 9. 

George Arthur, head of cutters at 
Paramount, has received a produc- 
er’s contract at the studio, Pact runs 
for two years. 

Under terms, he may continue as 
head of the snippers as long as he 
desires, 


SELZNICK UPS 
SKED TO 10-12 
PICTURES 


Hollywood, March 9. 


David Selznick’s output for United 
Artists release next season has been 
increased to 10 or 12 Class A pic- 
tures. Producer is enlarging his 
Selznick-International staff to handle 
the upped schedule. 

Merian C. Cooper, vice-president, 
is readying three films, with Henry 
Ginsberg, general manager, and the 
production staff mapping the early 
activity. 

Lowell V. Calvert, general sales 
manager for Selznick-International, 
is on the Coast for two-week cunfab. 


ROGERS EAST FOR U 
HOME-OFFICE CONFAB 


Charles R. Rogers, vice-president 
in charge of production for Univer- 
sal, came in from the Coast this 
week to huddle with home office 
executives in N. Y. on the 1937-38 
program. Bill Pierce, his secretary, 
also came east with him. 

In his confabs with R. H. Coch- 
rane, president of U, and J. Cheever 
Cowdin, chairman of the board, 
Rogers will outline details of pro- 
duction, which is to include 36 fea- 
ture pictures and six westerns for 
the coming season. Oats operas will 
be Buck Jones starrers and made by 
his unit. 

While there may be some discus- 
sion on the possibility of enlarging 
the program of feature releases and 
trimming two-reel lineup, nothing is 
definitely set on this so far. Present 
indications are that there will be 52 
shorts and 104 newsreel issues, in 
addition to feature films. 














All Over the Film Map 





WB Execs Sail for European Survey—Kelly 
Back—Loew Also Voyaging 





Harry M. Warner and Sam E. 
Morris sailed Saturday (6) for a| 
quick tour of Europe. Debarking in| 
Italy Friday (12), they will visit the| 
Warner offices in 10 European coun- 
tries, returning in late April. Mrs. 
Warner and Mrs. Morris are accom- 
panying the WB execs. 

Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 
foreign chief, returned from a round- 
the-world trip Wednesday (3) and 
left the next day for Hollywood to 
attend sales and production confer- 
ences. Kelly had left three months 
ago on a trip, going first on a slow 
tour of South America, and from | 
there to South Africa. Had intended | 
to continue through the Orient but 
changed his mind, flew from Cape- 
town to Europe and hopped a liner 


| Expects to sail 





there pronto, making the whole 


Africa-New York trip in about two 
weeks. 

Arthur Loew, Metro’s foreign 
chief, returned to New York by air 
Monday (8) from Hollywood. He 
and Mrs. Loew had gone out by mo- 
tor on a vacation. Arrived there, 
Loew sold the car and flew back. 
for Europe again 
about mid-April to take in Corona- 
tion, among other things. 

Warner and Morris’ itinerary will 
check the European situation, par- 
ticularly the Scandinavian countries 
where increased business has neces- 
sitated larger exchange quarters and 
sales staffs. 

In London, the final stop for War- 
ner and Morris, they will inspect 
the Teddington studios where $500,- 
000 has been invested in a plant now 
capable of turning out two pictures 
at a time. 


+ 





Washington, March 9. 

Repeal of the 1926 admissions tax 
of 10% on all ducats above 4lc. was 
proposed in Congress Monday (8) 
coincidental with hints the Admin- 
istration may lift the levy back to 
the original $3 starting point. 

Repealer was authored by Repre- 
sentative Theodore Peyser of New 
York, whose bill stipulates that 30 
days after adoption the section of 
the 1926 Revenue Act imposing the 
gyp shall be killed. This would re- 
move even the pre-depression levy 
and leave amusements completely 
free from Federal imposts. 

The chance that the 1932 law, 
bringing all tickets between 41c. and 
$3 under tax, will die was seen in 
statements that the White House may 
not attempt to have Congress ex- 
tend the varied nuisance levies 
which yield around $400,000,000. 
Prospect was outlined by Chairman 
Robert Doughton of the House Ways 
& Means Committee following. a 
chat with the President. At any rate, 
no new tax legislation is plotted, 
according to his understanding of the 
Chief Executive's ideas. 

The plan is to wait until after re- 
turns from income taxes, due Mon- 
day (15), have been analyzed before 
deciding upon another one-year ex- 
tension of the box-office tap and 
other miscellaneous revenue-pro- 
ducers, If the income tax yield jumps 
enough, the Administration may 
agree to default on continuance of 
the hodge-podge levies, although 
there are some good money-raisers 
in the lot, like the $175,000,000-a- 
year gasoline tax. Amusement gyp is 
among the best-paying of the lot, 
bringing in between $15,000,000 and 
$20,000,000 annually during past few 
years. 





Columbus, March 9. 


A general increase in theatre 
prices outside New York and a few 
other large cities, with increased 
Government reveue from theatre 
income taxes, was predicted by P, 
J. Wood, secretary of the Indepen- 
dent Theatre Owners of Ohio, in the 
event that the exemption on Federal 
admission taxes is raised from 40 
to 50c. 

Wood’s prediction was made in a 
letter sent last week to Senator Pat 
Harrison and other members of the 
Senate finance committee. He urged 
that Section 500 (A) of the Revenue 
Act of 1926, whch expires June 30, 
1937, be amended to raise the exemp- 
tion to include all admissions of 
less than 5lc. 

The law as it stands today tends to 
peg first-run admissions at 40c. in all 
except the largest cities, Wood con- 
tends. The first-run price in towns 
such as Columbus, Cincinnati and 
Cleveland, he says, is in turn the 
measuring stick for rates charged by 
subsequent run houses in those cities. 

Wood pointed out that in Colum- 
bus there is a differential of only 
lic. between the maximum first-run 
prices and the maximuri subsequent 
run houses, the second run top be- 
ing 25c. It’s his opinion that if the 
exemption were raised all first-run 
houses in towns like Columbus 
would jack prices to 50c. and nabes 
and houses in smaller towns would 
follow suit and up their prices to 30c. 

The government, Wood contends, 
would be the beneficiary through in- 
creased income revenue from several 
thousand theatres. 

Wood told Harrison he'll be glad 
to appear before the finance com- 
mittee with figures to prove his 
noint conclusively. 


Hal Wallis in N. Y. 


Arriving in New York yesterday 
(Tues.), Hal Wallis will confer at 
the home office, look at the new 
shows, ete. 

He will huddle with Grad Sears 
before latter departs tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for the Coast. 
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NORTHWEST ALLIED’S ‘EMERGENCY’ MEE 


RESULTS IN ACCORD TO OPPOSE % PIX 


‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ 


Film: Product on Percentage—Laud Banko as 
Indie Exhibs’ Sole Chance to Stay in Business | 


Minneapolis, March 9. 
Holding an ‘emergency meeting’ 
here. members of Northwest Allied 
States entered into ‘a gentlemen's 


agreement’ to refuse to purchase any 


1937-38 film product on percentage 
All but two of the more than 150 
exhibitors in attendance declared 
they would abide by the decision. 
In a reselutin adopted, the or- 


ganization ‘earnestly urged and rec- 
ommended that all independent ex- 
hibitors refrain from buying any 
new season picture product sold or 
offered on a percentage basis by any 
film producer and agreed to hold a 
convention immediately after the 


+ 








national Allied convention in May 
‘to adopt a plan which will provide 
a method of defeating any and all 
percentage demands and such othe! 
demands as seem onerous to the as- 
sembled convention.’ 

It was indicated at the May 
convention that an effort would be 
made to put teeth into the virtual 
boycott against percentage pictures 
and ‘unfair’ demands in new-season 
film contracts by inducing all inde- 
pendents to post cash to guarantee 
their good faith in making war on 


percentages; preferred playing time | 


and forced buying of shorts. If an 
exhibitor violated an agreement not 
to buy percentage pictures his cash 


deposit would be forfeited. 
| assumes that total distribution for | 


This plan was discussed after sev- 
eral exhibitors hurled charges of 


broken pledges and bad faith at one | 


another. It was declared that at pre- 
vious meetings some of the exhibi- 
tors who barked the loudest against 
percentage and other demands lost 
no time following the sessions in 
hastening to the worst offending ex- 
changes and signing up the product. 
lit also was charged that in the past 


some of the theatre owners had bro- | 


ken their promises and agreements 
not to buy cer’ain product. 


Previously, Sol Lebedoff urged 
that the independents single out 
some of the exchanges demanding 
the most exorbitant terms and con- 
duct a buyers’ strike against them, 
using pickets carrying banners de- 
claring the exchanges unfair to inde- 
pendent theatre owners. Under: his 
plan, theatres using, film from the 
exchanges in question also would 
be picketed. 

President E. L. Peaslee and other 
exhibitors declared that if gifi nights 
are outlawed in Minnesota, as pro- 
vided for in a bill approved for pas- 
sage in the state senate, it will be 








Not to Buy Any 1937-8 


Incorporations 





20th-Fox’s 50c Dividend 
Indicates Yrly. $2 Basis 





In making a dividend declaration 
of 50c. a share on the common stock 
at the directors’ meeting last week, 


20th Century-Fox virtually placed its , 
common shares on a $2 annual basis. ! 
Wall Street viewed it such par- 
ticularly since it followed the same 
payment and date of record days as 
the preferred payments which have 
been on an annual basis of $1.50 per 
share since originally issued. Direc- 
tors voted the usual quarterly of 
37l4c. per share on the preferred, 
making both dividends payable on 
March 31 to stock on record on 
March 19. 
Twentieth-Fox paid $2 
mon last year, $1 being 
initial declaration and the other a 
short time later, as an extra. By 
establishing the common on a $2 an- 
nual basis for 1936, the company of- 
ficials left the way open for extra | 
declarations each succeeding quarter 
as a better picture of the net intake 
was obtained. This policy has been 
followed in recent months by Loew, 
another company paying $2 annually 


as 


on the com- 
rated as an 


on the common, for this class of | 
stock, 
By making the first divvy pay- 


ment in 1937 exactly 50c., the street 


the 20th-Fox common shares will be 
at least $2 during the year. Com- | 
pany is expected to show at least $4 | 
per common share earnings this year 


| and it may run as high as $5 and $6. 





AMUS. TRADING 
DISCLOSED BY 
SEC. REPORTS 


Washington, March 9. 








NEW YORK 
Albany. 

T. C. Theatre Corp., New York; the- 
atrical Fusiness; eapital stock 200 
hures, no par value Incorporators 
Varcus Katz, Charle Kleinberg, James 8S 
MeCauley all ef 1475 Broadway, New 
York City 

Preview Theatre, Ine., New Yor 

leral theatrical busines t 

;} 100 shares, $100 par value. Incorporators 

; William D. Cullotte Riverside driv 

| New York City Emily Fowles, 316 West 

; o7t) treet, New Yo Cit Zelda Gat 
field, 601 Brigehiwater court Brook n 

} Music Friends Service, Ine., Man) 

' tan; song-writing business pital st } 
100 share no pur value Incorporators 
Clarence KE, Steinberg Joseph M 1D: ~ 
lessie St nbereg all of 1619 Broadway 
New York City 

Villebron Theatre Corp., New York 
theatrical business capital stock, 100 

shares, no par value JIncorporators: A 
Kessler B Goldenberg A Nadelman, 
ill of 1501 Broadway, New York City 

Sportsville, Inc., New York operate 
roof gardens amusement parks, et 
capital stock, 250 shares, $100 par value 
Incorporators Charles F Keller Jr 
20 S2nd street, Union City, N. J Vernon 
Keenan and Harry Bloom, both of 205 
bast 42nd street, New York City 

Breeskin Orchestras, Ine., New Yo 
theatrical business Capital stock 10 
hares no’ par value Incorporators: 
Elias Breeskin PROG Quentin road 
Brooklyn; John Dosso, 1850 Unionport 
road, Bronx: Nathan Cv Braunsiein, 729 
Seventh avenue, New York City. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte, N. Cc 

Community Films, Charlotte; to oper- 
ite theatres and moving picture shows 
capital stock of $10,000 and $400 sub- 
scribed by James MekKoy, of Goldsboro; 
H. F. Kineey, of Charloite; Henry B 
McKoy, of Greenville Ss. c., and hs B 
Wilby, of Atlanta, Ga. 





COLUMBIA’S $629,771 
NET PROFIT, 6 MONTHS 


While Columbia Pictures net profit 
for the six-month period ended on 
| Dec. 26 was a bit disappointing as 
|}compared with similar period 
| 1935, the manner 





uptrend. 
ter, the company showed $500,513 
net profit this year as against only 
$268,189 in the comparable three- 
month period in 1935. It represented 
per common shares earnings of $1.51 
for the three months ending in De- 
cember, 1936, as against only 98c. 
for the 1935 quarter. 


Columbia net profit for the six 
months ending in December last 





Furious trading in Paramount Pic- 
tures stock during January was re- 
ported to the Securities & Exchange 
Commission by Stanton Griffis, di- 
rector of the film corporation. Nu- 
merous other transactions in picture 
securities by insiders were revealed 


272 for the half-year period ending 
Dec. 26, 1935. This' amounted to 
$1.77. per share for 1936 as against 
$2.29. per« common share in 1935. 


allowing for dividend requirements 
of $1.3742-on the preferred shares for 





| an accounting of Metro's grosses on the picture ‘Letty Lynton.’ 
| ing is result of an 


| dered an accounting in favor of the plaintiffs. 


in | 
in which profits | 
| builded in the quarter that coyered | 
| the three months ending on Dec. 26 | 
were encouraging and promised an | 
For the December quar- | 


— 
———<—— 


: hesile Stufl—Pictures 


Chase National Bank is still by far the outst. nding stockholder of bank- 
rupt General Theatres Equipment Corp., according to statement published 
last week by Securities & Exchange Commission. 

Listing holdings of officers and directors as of Jan. 1, 1937, the Commish 
showed seven insiders, including former Senator Dan O. Hastings. the 
receiver, have no stake in the company. Three directors between them 
account for less than 900 of the common shares. 

Chase was recorded as beneficial owner of 181,213 common shares 
while the portfolio of the Rockefeller-Aldrich institution also contained 
2,965 subscription warrants. Edward C. Delafield owned 200 common: 
Ralph N. Harder, 100; and Seton Porter, 530. ; 

The non-investing insiders listed by the S. E. C. were M. vy. Carroll 
Robert L. Clarkson, Chester W. Cuthell, W. E. Green, Ex-Sen. Hastings, 
R. B. Larue and Hermann G. Place. , 








Newspaperman, long in Hollywood and well liked, couldn't get into 
the writing end of any studio after several years of trying, so he hopped 
to New York and took a job in the Hearst setup. While there he landed 
a story in Liberty which studios })'ked. One offered him a couple of 
grand for the story, but author said he preferred to take it out in trade. 


Studio said okay, but preferred to talk to him not an agent. Author 
hopped a plane and got the old runaround for a week. 
Nobody, apparently, ever heerd of him or his story, and otherwise 


burned him by playing ‘Once In A Lifetime’ straight. Thing ended up by 
studio offering him a publicity job, with writer ducking that one as the 
eight-ball of belles lettres. He’s still debating whether to return to New 
York or punch a story editor in the nose and get at least a headline 
out of it. 


Paramount and Richard Sheridan Ames, picture reviewer on KFI (Los 
Angeles) are laying each other out after an air critique of ‘Champagne 
Waltz.’ Studio led off by cutting Ames off the list of those receiving press 
credentials. Airviewer countered with a stiff rebuke charging that Par 
can’t take it unless the comment is sugar-coated. Ames is a contrib to the 
better mags and is said to write the most scholarly reviews on the lanes 
for Pat Bishop to read. Paramount was told off that Ames would con- 
tinue to call his shots, being all the more free to do so because hereafter 
he would pay his way in. Station over which Ames broadcasts is a 50.000- 
watter and is the National Broadcasting red outlet. Ames has the full 
support of the station owner in his stand for ‘unbiased and uncolored pre- 
viewing.’ 

Under Federal court order from New York, Arthur F. Driscoll. of 
O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, New York law firm, is in Los Angeles taking 
Account- 
infringement suit against Metro and its distributing 
companies by Edward Sheldon and Margaret Ayer Barnes, charging pla- 
giarism of their play, ‘Dishonored Lady. Defendants were granted judg- 
ment at the first trial, but the higher court reversed the decision and or- 
Picture, starring Joan 
Crawford and Robert Montgomery, is reported to have grossed around 
$1,200,000 with a cost of around $900,000. 


‘The Penitente Murcer Case,’ made about a year ago by Harry Revier, 
is again on the market in slightly revamped form under the title of “The 
Lash of the Penitentes.’ Pic deals with the New Mexican cult of flagellants 
and the slaying in that area some time ago of a writer. Sequences run 
largely to brutality and nudism, with plenty of whipping of males and 
females, some third degree work that is pretty repulsive, an attempted 
rape and the brutal whipping cf an attractive naked girl who has strayed 
from the narrow path. Pic is aimed for those spots that cater to sex and 
sensationalism and will be state-righted by Revier. 





Dangerous habit is setting in at a major studio where boys in scenario 


| dept. seem to be forgetting that it’s okay to steal gags from neighboring 


lots, but that pilfering stuff in use on your own lot is a cardinal sin. 
Recently, practically every A production saw a B trailing right after it 


| with only slight change in story, sets, situations and characters. 


Boys are alibi-ing that there are only so many plots and dramatic situa- 
tions. But some sourpusses suggest that maybe double-use of sets, props, 


totaled $629,771 compared with $781,- | ¢t¢» is prompting the policy. 





Paramount's policy of eliminating A and B designations on pictures 
has shown to good advantage, with Adolph Zukor’s front-office handling 
of ‘King of Gamblers,’ which Robert Florey is directing. Film started off 


These figures were compiled after | a8 an ordinary production, but because of early results from script by 


Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur, and because of Akim Tamiroff’s popu- 
larity, Zukor walked in. In addition to Tamiroff, cast now includes Claire 

















st last week’s semi-annual S. E. C. 





. , statement. the half-year. ‘The preference issue | Trevor, loanout from 20th-Fox, Helen Burgess, Lloyd Nolan, Porter Hall, 
oe yi le so tong aa Taking 6% convertible first pre- | P@YS $2.75, an unusually high rate | Marvey Stephens, Larry Crabbe and Colin Tapley. 
tals in order to be able to remain in| ferred tickets, Griffis, through |f0r_@ Picture company preferred | 


stock currently. | <Actor-director making a picture had his headaches with the femme lead. 

The gross income for the six: | wife of a producer. With the latter in New York, wife called him three 
month period ending last December | °F. four times a day telling him that the director insisted on playing cer- 
amounted to $9,234,154. Balance | tain scenes the way he wanted and not exactly to her liking. The hus- 
sLeet showed current assets of $10,- | band backed her up but the megger stood pat and finished the picture his 
733,690 and liabilities of $1,739,758, | W@Y. with the actress pouting to the end. Actor-director is now doing a 


business. Many stated they would Hemphill Noyes & Co., of which he 
do no buying until the fate of the | is a partner, dumped 118,300 shares 
i anti-gift night bill becomes known. | &f common on the market in 18 sep- 


ii ‘ ; arate January transactions. During 
if More Exhorbitant Terms’ lthe month he bought 16,900 of the 
a Peaslee said that advance informa- 


sal A OO 


preferred in 15 different batches, 
tion reaching him was that distrib- swapped them in 10 bunches for the 
common, which he then peddled in 
| odd lots ranging from 200 to 22,600 
shares. Griffis wound up the month 
in a short position to the extent of 
6,300 common shares, which was cov- 
ered later by conversion of 900 pre- 
ferred which were left after the 
month’s maneuvers were over. Re- 


utors would demand ‘more exorbi- 

tant terms than ever for new season 

product, despite the fact that -the 
(Continued on page 63) 


RKO’S NET EARNINGS 
FOR 1936 AT $2,514.73 


Preliminary audit shows RKO’s 
consolidated net earnings for 1936, 








di Dec. 31, to be $2,514,734.73, | ; 
— . . $ vate | showed Duncan G. Harris and Aus- 


| tin Keough the only members of the 


as against $684,732.96 for 1935. This 
is from report of Irving Trust Co.. 
RKO’s trustee, filed in N. Y. federal 
court Jast Wednesday (3). 
Breakdown shows RKO-Radio Pic- 
tures, Inc., producing and distribut- 
ing end, as earning $1,088,384.37 (in- 
cluding $763,079.89 interest accrual 


on indebtedness to RKO), as com- | 
pared with net profit for 1935 of | 


77,183.82. Similarly, RKO’s theatre 

and (exclusive of Orpheum Circuit, 
Inc., earnings not included in the 
prelim consolidated statement of 
RKO) according to the trustee’s re- 
port shows estimated earnings for 
1936 of $1.414,886.99, as compared 
with $87,063.19 for 1935. 


the Orpheum Circuit, 
operates or controls 


Including 
Inc.. RKO 





_port showed Griffis also held 100 of 
| the 


6% 
ferred. 

The first major report on stock 
market operations of Par insiders 


convertible second pre- 


family doing any stock trading in 
January. Harris grabbed 100 com- 
mon, raising his holding to 200, 


| while Keough picked up 200 of the 


second preferred, raising his total to 
223 plus 50 common previously ac- 
quired. 
Transactions 

Insignificant sales of 20th Century- 
Fox stock by Chase National Bank 
came to light last week, in addition 
to good-sized gift of Warner Bros.’ 
debentures, large purchase of Grand 
National common, and exercise 
Columbia warrants. Other transac- 
tions were: 

Columbia—In December, 
Cohn gave away 100 voting trust cer- 


of | 


Harry | 


$9,000,000. The earned 
the company as of the Dec. 26 date 
totaled $4,300,382. 


Columbia paid out $347,853 in cash 
and stock dividends on the two is- 
sues of stock during the six-month 
period covered by the report. It 
made note of the fact that no pro- 
vision was made for payment of pos- 
sible surtax on undistributed profits 
for the period which on an annual 
basis would amount to approximate- 


ly $500,000. 
Statement from the company 
pointed out that Grace Moore's 


starrer, ‘When You're in Love, only 
recently was released while ‘Lost 


tion opened only last week. Colum- 


production the company ever had 
made. Returns from these two pro- 


the subsequent three-month period. 








same number of v.t.c.’s. 
number to 38.570. 
| Warner’ Bros. 
sold 200 common, 
11,300. Harry M. 


raising his 
Samuel 


Warner played 


around 100 theatres, of which around | tificates, reducing his total to 70,491, | Santa Claus with 32.500 convertible 


40 are located 
area of New York City. 


in the metropolitan | 


while Jack Cohn exercised 11,992 
purchase warrants and acquired the 


debentures, hanging on to 1.404.000. 
(Continued on page 25) 


leaving a working capital of about | 
surplus of | 





Horizon,’ its big road show attrac- | 


bia rated it as the most important | 


| 
Carlisle | 
leaving him with | 


series for the producer and he’s determined she'll play no more leads in 
his pictures. 





The first two months this year for Paramount shows rentals from its 
product is 27% greater than business done the same two months last 
year. Adolph Zukor Silver Jubilee drive, very well managed, and better 
product from the plant since Zukor has been in charge, takes most of 
the credit for this improved position. In January, first month of the drive, 
the rentals were up 37% over last January. Zukor’s guess, early in the 
month after seeing the first week’s figures, was that it would be 40%. 


Laurens M. Clark, projectionist at the RKO Temple, Rochester, spotted 
a local stunt that looked good to him and got it filmed by Fox Movietone. 
Four 10-year-old girls at single piano were developed by Gladys Denio, 
piano teacher, and titled ‘40 Fingers of Melody.’ Sound film was made 
at WSAY studio by Fox for national distribution. Girl players are Ruth 
Albarian, Evelyn Perkins, Marion Maurer and Betty Collins, the latter 
a daughter of ‘Rip’ Collins, Chicago Cubs’ first-baseman. 





First practical demonstration of Harrison ‘optical effects camera’ was 
made at Warners in connection with the Busby Berkeley dance sequences 
in ‘The Singing Marine.’ Among illusory effects achieved was the ap- 


parent projection of a glass ceiling over the dance set; the magic disap- 
ductions will not show up until the | | : 
| March quarter, with the bulk of in- | 98 entire stage floor upon which the ternsies danced. Inventor says exact 


| take on ‘Lost Horizon’ remaining for | 


pearance and reappearance of dancers, and the illusion of a mirror cover- 


effects to be created through camera may be seen in the finder. 


After purchasing outright two foreign-made shorts covering last year’s 
winter Olympic games in Bavaria, Metro has run into trouble with anti- 
Nozi forces in America demanding Metro should not release the material. 
Complaint is based on the fact that the film contains Nazi salutes. heil 


Hitlers, etc. Metro is reported to have paid $25,000 for the shorts, which 
were shot by Tobis. 


Harry M. Warner, president of Warner Bros.. now in Europe, is the 


guest editorial writer in the April issue of American magazine due on the 
stands today (Wed.).. His editorial is on ‘Initiative.’ 
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ANTI-CHAIN LAW 





Fried! (Publix Northwest) Wil 


Fight Theatre-Chain Divorcement 


Bill to the End; N. D. Law Hits Par’ 


Minneapolis, March 9. i 


The North Dakota law requiring 
the Minnesota Amus. Co. (Publix) to 
divorce itself from its 11 theatres in 
that state will be fought in the courts 
and, if necessary, the case will be 
carried to the U. S. supreme court, 
according to John J. Friedl, Publix 
general manager. Counsel for the 
company has advised it that the di- 
vorcement law, prohibiting producer- 
distributors to own or operate the- 
atres, is unconstitutional and cannot 
be sustained in the courts, Friedl 
said. 

At the same time, Friedl charged 
that Publix was not given sufficient 
notice by the Minnesota state legis- 
lature civil administration commit- 
tee of a public hearing on a similar 
divorcement bill which would affect 
87 theatres owned and operated by 


it in Minneapolis. After W. A. Stef- 
fes and S. D. Kane, representing 
Allied States, appeared before the 
committee it voted unanimously to 
recommend the measure for passage. 

Friedl, declaring that the bill ‘was 
rushed through,’ has asked that an- 
other hearing be held before it is 
reported out so that its opponents 
may give their side of the story. 
Committee members have indicated 
they will comply with this request. 
Although convinced that the bill is 
invalid, Publix and its friends will 
oppose it in the legislature, Friedl 
says. 

Under the terms of a law enacted 
by the North Dakota state legisla- 
ture, the Minnesota Amus,. Co. (Pub- 
lix) will be compelled to dispose of 
its 11 theatre holdings in the 
Flickertail state. The measure be- 
cameé a law when it was passed by 
the senate and signed by the gover- 
nor. It had gone through the lower 
house two weeks ago. North Dakota 
thus is the first state in the union to 
enact.the law. 

A similar bill requiring producer- 
distributors to divorce themselves 
from the ownership and operation of 
theatres was unanimously approved 
for passage by the civil administra- 
tion committee of the Minnesota 
state legislature lower house. It for- 
bids producer-distributors even to 
own stock in theatres. 

National Allied States is behind 
the fight for the divorcement laws 
and W. A. Steffes of Minneapolis is 
directing the battles. The Indiana 
lower house last week passed the bill 
and Steffes tuld members of North- 
west Allied States at their meeting 
here that it will be introduced in the 
Illiinois and Michigan legislatures 
within.a fortnight. He expressed 
confidence of its passage in all states 
excepting New York and California. 
He said that national Allied has been 
assured that the measure is consti- 
tutional, 

Steffes and other speakers at the 
Northwest Allied meeting here 
praised Publix as competitors, de- 
claring it fairer than some of the 
large independent chain operators. 
John J. Friedl, Publix general man- 
ager, was lauded as ‘one of the finest 
fellows ever.’ But it was asserted 
the divorcement legislation alone 
‘will spell self-preservation for the 
independents.’ Otherwise, said 
Steffes, the independent will con- 
tinue to be at the producer-distribu- 
tors’ mercy. 

J. B. Clinton, former Northwest 
Allied president, said he was ‘on the 
fence’ as far as the Minnesota bill 
was concerned because he felt the 
time inopportune to pick on such a 
fair competitor as Publix. 





Columbus, March 9. 
Ohio’s bill to divorce producers 
and distributors of motion pictures 
from theatre ownership has been re- 
ferred to the house judiciary com- 
mittee and will come up for a hear- 
ing next week. 





A. C. Court Awaiting 
Camden’s Fox Decision 





Atlantic City, March 9. 

After a brief session last Thursday 
(4), discovery proceedings before 
Referee Robert E. Steedle in the 
$9,535,000 William Fox bankruptcy 
was adjourned until March 30. By 
that time it is expected that Federal 
Judge John Boyd Avis, in Camden, 
N. J., will have decided contempt 
citations filed by Steedle against 
Mrs. Eva Fox, wife of the bankrupt, 
and Herbert Leitsteen, family book- 
keeper, for refusing to answer ques- 
tions, 

W. S. Newcomb, of Hughes, Schur- 
man & Dwight, of New York, coun- 
sel for some of the larger creditors, 
obtained from Murry C. Becker, of 
New York, one of Fox’s counsel, 
documents to show the certificate of 
incorporation of the American Tri- 
Ergon Corporation, and other ex- 
hibits and letters involving that firm. 
They are said to trace investments 
made by Fox in the early develop- 
ment of talking and sound film pic- 
tures about 10 years ago. 


H'WOOD STUDIOS 
LABOR POWWOW 
DUE IN N. Y. 


Representatives of labor unions in- 
stalled in Hollywood studios are due 
in New York in the next few weeks 
to discuss conditions and present any 
grievances to film company labor 
heads. Exact date for meetings to 
start will be announced in the next 
few days. 

While studio locals have a five- 
year basic contract, their working 
agreement calls for reopening or dis- 
cussion of all factors surrounding 
their pact at the end of each year. 











Mochrie Joins UA 


Bob Mochrie went into United 
Artists Monday (8) as executive as- 
sistant to Andy Smith, Jr., general 
sales manager. He had resigned 
from Warner Bros. about a. month 
ago. When Smith was a division 
sales mfanager in WB, Mochrie had 
been his assistant there. 

Under the new setup in WB, Roy 
Haines is now assistant to Grad Sears 
in charge of Eastern and Canadian 
sales. 


¥. 





FILM FINANCIERS 
MUCH CONCERNED 


Widespread Frontal Attacks 
On Circuit Theatre Op- 
eration—Several Divorce- 
ment Bills—N. D. Decision 
the First Blow 





PROS AND CONS 





Film bankers are distressed over 
current theatre divorcement legisla- 
tion which is being agitated through- 
out the middle-west against pro- 
ducer-distributor controlled chains. 

Additional to North Dakota where 
a divorcement bill already has been 
enacted, the agitation has spread 
over a half-dozen or so additional 
states, including Iowa, Illinois, Min- 
nesota, Nebraska and Wisconsin, In- 
diana has turned down such a pro- 
posed bill. 

It is maintained downtown that 
this spread of such legislative agita- 
tion probably points to a distinct 
home-town politics trend, to compel 
major firms to divorce their theatre 
operating divisions and ownership of 
theatres. It follows the small mer- 
chants’ anti-chainstore operation ob- 
jections. 

Executives of the major firms are 
genuinely distressed by the current 
legislative furore among the worst 
to have been encountered in the his- 
tory of the trade, and are searching 
for possible constitutional remedies 
for the situation. 

The way it sizes up it appears to 
be a foregone conclusion that enact- 
ment of the divorcement measures, 
such as has been done already in 
North Dakota, will bring on a pro- 
tracted legal fight up to the U. S. 
Supreme Court if needs be, on con- 
stitutional grounds. 

Some of the downtown people are 
frank to admit that there may be a 
sincere purpose behind some of the 
pending legislation to protect local 
business and the small businessman 
and prevent these from being gob- 
bled up by the big. firms. However, 
it doesn’t require extensive imagina- 
tion to figure that behind the current 
storm there also is a good deal of 
professional agitation. 

There seems to be a curious sym- 
pathy downtown for the divorcement 
stuff. This is upon the premise that 
some of the major producer-distribu- 
tor firms may have gone a bit too 
far in acquiring theatres. 

As propelling some of the legisla- 
tion, the bankers and their advisers 
see former small-time exhibitors 
who, for economic or other reasons, 
may have sold out to the chains or 
gone out of business. 

Over the past two or three years, 
these major chains far from reduc- 
ing their number of theatres appear 
to have increased their holdings. [A 
story on page 25 of this issue details 
to what extent chain operation has 
grown.] 





Will Offset Any 


Pix Believes Proper Amelioration 


Unionization Fever 





Industry leaders were laying plans 
to combat the spread of organized 
labor into hitherto non-union ex- 
change branches as rumblings of 
additional strikes among exchange 
employes were transmitted to New 
York. : 

Best ammunition to halt the influx 
of unionism is maintenance of good 
relations, reasonable wages and fair 
working hours and conditions, in the 
opinion of trade observers in touch 
with developments both in the film 
business, and in other industries, 





where the tide of organized labor 
has been strongly felt in recent 
weeks. 

While there has been little talk 
of wage hikes among picture ex- 
change employes, this probably will 
come as a natural development 
where workers feel they are under- 
paid. By maintaining cordial rela- 
tions, working conditions and suit- 
able wage scales, various companies 
hope to dissuade employes from go- 
ing into unions where they pay a 
percentage of their salaries to union 
officials. 
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NRA, Unionization 


and Other 


Important Topics Make MPTOA 


Conclave Next Week Important 





B &K Asking $1,500,000 


For the Roosevelt, Chi 


Chicago, March 9. 

Balaban & Katz still has the Roose- 
velt theatre property on the market. 
though so far there doesn’t appear 
to have been any takers at the price 
asked. Understood B.& K. now set- 
ting a tag of $1,500,000 on the house 
and lot. 

This slow process in the disposal 
of the Roosevelt is figured to hold 
up indefinitely any move on the part 
of the circuit to move the current 
Roosevelt first-run extended - run 
policy into the State-Lake which 
B.& K. is slated to take over from 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer on May 1. 
B.& K. has indicated that it doesn’t 
want to run both the State-Lake and 
its own Oriental with the same com- 
peting policy, yet doesn’t want to 
switch the State-Lake into a straight 
picture spot until the Roosevelt is 
cleared out of the way. 


SKOURAS FWC 
HUDDLE ON 
20TH PIX 


Los Angeles, March 9. 

Headed by Spyros and Charles P. 
Skouras, group of Fox West Coast 
and Skouras Bros. theatre operating 
chiefs went into a huddle here with 
John D. Clark to discuss 20th-Fox 
film product buy for the new season. 
Confab is first of the product hud- 
dles for the new year, with details 
expected to be ironed out before end 
of the week. 

Sitting in with the Skourases are 
these operating chiefs: Elmer 
Rhoden, Kansas City; H. J. Fitz- 
gerald, Milwaukee; Rick Ricketson, 
Denver; Frank Newman, Al Rosen- 
berg, Al Finkelstein, Seattle; Arch 
Bowles, San Francisco; Atty. William 
T. Powers and Ed Zabel of New 
York, and all district managers of 
F-WC from southern and northern 
California. 














Portland, Ore., March 9. 
Al Finkelstein left for L. A. accom- 
panied by other Hamrick-Evergreen 
theatre execs from here and Seattle. 
Confab with Skouras Bros. is on at 
Holly wood. 


SMORGASBORD JUNKET 





FOR CHICAGO PIX CRIX 





Film reviewers for all the Chicago 
dailies have been invited to visit 
Sweden during April to eye produc- 
tion methods there. Essaness Pic- 
tures, Inc., Chicago distrib of the 
Swedish product, issued the invites 
and is footing the bill. Majority of 
the critics are expected to make the 
junket. 

Understood purpose of the trip is 
to acquaint the reviewers’ with 
Swedish production methods. Figure 
on their return writers will devote 
considerable space to journey and 
to Swedish pix. 





Airing Zukor Dinner 


The dinner to be tendered Adolph 
Zukor by the Theatre Owners of 
N. Y. at the ‘Valdorf-Astoria, March 
29, will be broadcast over WMCA, 
N. Y., and Intercity network. 

William Brandt is handling details 
of banquet for theatre owners. 


In addition to various addresses 
expected from exhibitor and other 
leaders, including Adolph Zukor and 
probably Sidney R. Kent, latter not 
being certain whether he can make 
the trip, a highlight of the conven- 
tion of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America in Miami next 
week will concern Federal moves to 
reestablish principles of NRA. These 
moves, together with threat of Fed- 


eral legislation governing minimum 
wages and hours, plus the dangers 
of unionization of the entire picture 


industry, are considered by MPTOA 
leaders to be of great importance at 
this time. 

While program arrangements so 
far do not include discussions of 
these matters, it is expected that as 
the convention gets under way one 
or more business session will be 
devoted to them. The MPTOA hopes 
to have a fair picture of what a new 
NRA is to be since the revised NRA 
plan may be outlined to Congress 
by the time the convention opens. 

Steps to protect the interests of 
show business as a whole and ex- 
hibitors in particular may be for- 
mulated by the convention against 
both NRA, in another form, and in- 
dustrial unionization. The latter is 
considered ominous, largely because 
it would strike at many theatres in 
smaller communities which do not 
employ union labor at the present 
time and never have. The presence 
at Miami of a leader of Kent's promi- 
nence is looked to since his opinions 
in any discussion of NRA, unioniza- 
tion, etc., would be highly welcomed, 
Kent has been officially invited and 
if he is able to attend has promised 
to address the convention. Zukor is 
preparing a careful address that will 
deal with production and other 
problems, 

Accompanied by Chris Dunphy, he 


(Continued on page 24) 


4 NEW FOX-W. C. 
HOUSES IN CAL. 


Los Angeles, March 9. 

Fox-West Coast has acquired site 
in Redondo Beach for $16,000 on 
which it will erect a new 900-seat 
subsequent run house. Circuit has 
also purchased theatre site in Han- 
ford, Cal., on which it has long held 
an option, for $15,000. 

Erection of new house that cir- 
cuit will build in association with 
Lola Adams Gentry here, to replace 
the Sunbeam, destroyed by fire, will 
get under way in few weeks, and 
within 30 days ground is expected to 
be broken for new de luxe house for 
circuit in Westwood Village. 











Philly’s Boomlet 
Philadelphia, March 9. 

Theatre-building in these parts, at 
a low ebb recently, is showing signs 
of pick-up with currently improved 
conditions. 

Newest project is a 500-seat house 
in the Kensington (northeast) section 
of the city. Lew Rovner is behind 
it, <A. M. Ellis is building two 
houses on Broad street in two en- 
tirely different sections of the city. 
One, the Broad, is in the northern 
section and is already underway; 
other, the Dante, is in southern part 
of the town in the Italian section. 
Both will seat 600. Jay Emanuel is 
is associated in the building of an- 
other house in South Philly, to be 
known as the Dewey, and to seat 
450. 

Lewis Perlman is building a house 
in Yeadon, a close suburb. 

Warner Bros.’ new downtown 
house, the Center, opened Friday 
with the mayor and other dignitaries 
present. House, small, will have 
fourth- and fifth-run pix. It’s lo- 





cated at 17th and Market and makeg 
fourth house in 16-17th block. 
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First Touch of Summer Gives L. A. 
Trade Droops; $17,200 for ‘In Love; 
20G; ‘Nancy’ Misses 


Light’ Goes to 





[= 





Los Angeles, March 9. 

Business spotty this week, with 
only couple of high spots, despite 
fair run of pics. Exceptionally warm 
weather set in and hurt the flicker | 
trade, and may spell near ruin for 
some of the houses before the week 
winds up. 

Grace Moore’s ‘When You're In 
Love’ started well but is easing off 
at Paramount, but ‘Green Light’ 
piling up substantial takes at the | 
day-date Warner houses. ‘Nancy 
Steele is Missing’ is distinct disap- 
pointment. ‘Good Earth’ runs mer- 
rily on at Carthay Circle, with the 
end still far distant. 


1S 


vr 


| Wise Maids’ (Rep). 





a single picture, but okay, despite | 


lukewarm notices. Heading for 
$7,000. Last week ‘On the Avenue 
(20th) and ‘Off to Races’ (20th) 


closed second weck with $6,000; nice. 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40). 
‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO) and ‘Two | 
Hitting its stride 
and gross should be close to $9,000; | 
best house has had in months Last | 
week ‘On the Jury’ (RKO) and | 
World's Fairest’ unit garnered $8,000, | 
red ink. 
Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40).— | 
‘John Meade’ (Par) and ‘Happy-Go- 


|Lucky’ (Rep). Bit sluggish; pick-up 





should bring the takings up to $7,000. | 


{Last week ‘Outcast’ (Par) and 
Estimates for This Week |‘Clarence’ (Par) about the same. 

Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1.518; 55- | - 
83-$1.10-$1.65) —‘Good Earth’ (MG) | 
(6th week). till hitting a merry 
pace. Last week wound up with T IVES 
$13.200 in the till. | 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 


55)—‘Nancy Sieele’ (20th) and ‘Head 
Over Heels in Love’ (GB) dual. Out- 
look is gloomy and best in sight is 
slim $8,500. Last week, ‘Love is 
News’ (20th) and ‘The Holy Terror’ 
(20th). $10,650, about as expected. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Green Licht’ (WB). First solo 
bill in some time hes house headed | 
for very good $9,500. Last weck, 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and ‘Man Be- 
trayed’ (Ren). didn’t hit expectations 
as $7,000 attesis. 

Hollywoed (WB) (2.756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Green Light’ (WB). Widely 
publicized and experily exnloited. 
this sinele bill drawing nifty $10.000. 
Last week, ‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) 
and ‘Men Betreved’ (Rep), not up to | 
predictions at $7,700. 

Pentegcs (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
"John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) dual. 
Trade a little better on this combo, | 
but only $6,000 likely. Last week. | 
*‘When’s Your Birthday?’ (RKO) and 
*‘Breezing Home’ (U), n. g. $5,000. 

Paramount (Parimar) (3,595: 30- 
40-55)—‘When You're in Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Borderland’ (Par) and stage 
show. Grace Moore pic started swell 
but slumped; $17,209 is good though. 
Stays second week regardless of 
bus:ness becsuse of agreement with 
Columbia. Lzst week, ‘Maid of 
Salem’ (Par). on second week, 
finished with $10,400, oke. 

RKO (2.950; 30-40-55) —‘John 
Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and ‘Murder 
Goes to College’ (Par) dual. Biz | 
not so forte and house running be- 
hind day-daier (Pantages) to tune of 
$5.700. Last week, ‘When's 
Birthday?” (RKO) and 
Home’ (U). $6,000, weak. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2.024; 30-40-55- 


‘Breezing 


75)—Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Head | 


Over Heels in Love’ (GB), dual. Not 
only Nancy Steele but biz is missing 


here currently, best in sight is fair | 


| plus Wini Shaw and Sheilah Barrett 
| on stage, at the Fox, 


| at $3,600. 
|‘Men Are Not Gods’ (GB) and ‘Red | 


Your | 


| 30-40-65)—‘Green Light’ 


LOVE IS NEWS 
BIG 325,00 


Detroit, March 9. | 
With sit-down strikes past their 
peak and the first call of spring 


over, houses are ogling their best biz 
in a long time. 
Leader currently is ‘Love Is News,’ 


with ‘Sea Dev- 
ils’ and Casino Parisien Revue, at the 


| Michigan, a close second. 


Estimates for This Weck 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘On the Avenue’ (20th) (2d week). 
and ‘Woman Wise’ (20th), dual. Nor- 
mal at $6,000. Good $5,500 last 
stanza on ‘She’s Dangerous’ (U) and 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col), latter 
moving in after a week at the Fox. 

Downtown (Indie) (2,500: 25-35) | 
—‘Romance and Riches’ (GN) and | 
‘Nation Aflame’ (Ind), dual. Good | 
Ditto $3,500 last week on | 


| 


Light Ahead.’ 


Fox (Indie) (5,000: 30-40-65)— 
Love Is News’ (20th), plus Wini 
Shaw and Sheilah Barrett on stage. | 
Nice at $25,000. Fine $31,500 last | 
stanza for ‘On the Avenue’ (20th), 
and Belle Baker topping vaude. 


Madison (United Detroit) (2,000: 
(FN) (3d 
week). Shoved in here from the UA: 
fair $5,000.. So-so $7,000 last stanza 


| 


| for ‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par). 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 


$11.000. Last week, ‘Love Is News’ | 30-40-65)—‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and 


(20th) and ‘Holv Terror’ (20th), nice | ee Parisien Revue on 


$14.200 as estimated. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55 )—‘Love is News’ (20th) and 
‘The Holy Terror’ (20th). dual. 
Moveover of this dualer doing fair 
$3,200, Last week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney‘ 
(MS) and ‘Man of the People’ (MG), 
mild $2,700. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—'‘Love is News’ (20th) and ‘The 
Holy Terror’ (20th). dual. Just about 
getting over at $6,000 at this move- 
over brace. Last week, ‘Mrs. Chey- 
ney’ (20th) and ‘Man of the People’ 
(20ih), finished with so-so $5,400. 


‘STROGOFF,” ‘2 MAIDS’ 





PROV’S BEST AT $9,000 





Providence, March 9. 


Whether its the Lenten bugaboo or 
the type of programs, some of the 
stands are complaining. At other 
spots, while the openinss have been 
off, momentum is gathering suffi- 
cient force to make things bright. 

Lesder on the week will be 
‘Michael Strogofi’ (RKO) at the 
RKO Albee. Pace indicates a $9,000 
gross. at least Next best is ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) at the Majestic. 

Estimates for This Weck 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40). ‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th) and vaude, Some- 
what cff at opening, but week-end 
soruced, Looks like a neat $5,800 
Last week ‘Penred and Sam’ (FN) 
also oke at $7,100. 

Leew’s State (3,200; 
‘Espionage’ (MG) and ‘Find the Wit- 
ness’ (Col). Getting the cold shoul- 
der. Overflow helping house to hit 
$7,500; n. s. g. Last week ‘When 
You're In Love’ (Col) and ‘Sinner 
Takes All’ (MG). With shorter show. 
house could have made 
but still good at $12.900. 


15-25-40 ).— 


stage. 
ood at $23.500. Nice $26,000 last 
| Stanza for ‘Ready, Willing, Able’ 
(WB) and Bowes revue on stage. 
State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) and 
‘Smart Blonde’ (WB), dual. Holds to 





1st Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 
Week of March 12 
Aster — ‘Good Earth’ 
(6th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 
Criterion—‘Strangers on 
Honeymoon’ (GB). 


(MG) 


Globe—'Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Wings of Morn- 
ing’ (20th) (11). 

Paramount—‘Maid of Salem’ 


(Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Espionage’ (MG) (9). 
Rivoli—‘Nancy Steele Is Miss- — 

ing’ (20th) (2d wk). 


Roxy—'Love is News’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Ready, Willing and 
Able’ (WB). 

Week of March 19 

Astor —‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(7th wk). 

Capitel—‘Maytime’ (MG) 
(11). 

Criterion — ‘Great Barrier’ 
(GB) (18). 

Glebe — ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(3d wk). 

Music Hall—‘When’s Your 
Birthday’ (RKO) (18). 

Paramount — ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par) (10). 

Rialto—‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) 
(16). 


Rivsali—‘Nancy Steele Is Miss- 
ing’ (20th) (3d wk). 


Rsxy—'Breezing Home’ (U). 
Strand—‘Ready, Willing’ and 
Able’ (WB) (2d wk). 


—— 


Power-Young Combo Lukewarm — 
In Frisco, $15,000; Ready NG. 126 





stage band. Combo of Grace Moore 
film and stage show drawing fair 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Avenue’ (20th), 
did big $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40). 
—‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Don’t Tell 





Wife’ (RKO). Moderate $7,200 
sight. Last week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
| (MG) and ‘Man of People’ (MG), 


| big $9,000. 


| Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
|40)—‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and 
\‘Once a Doctor’ (FN). Just fair | 
|$3,500 for this dual. Last week, 


| ‘Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Woman in 
| Distress’ (Col), opened nice, but 
| dipped towards the end and finished 
| with weak $3,000. 





UNIT $20,000, 
CLEVE. 





Cleveland, March 9. 
With nearness of Holy Week hav- 
ing a sedative effect. on amuse- 
ments, the RKO-Palace can be con- 
sidered lucky, as it’s way aheed of 











| (MG). 
| $9,500 last stanza for second session 





| normal pace at $7,000. Around same 


figure last week for ‘Doctor’s Diary 
(Par) and ‘Accused’ (Crit). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-65)—Mrs. Cheyney’ 
Biz good here at $15.000. Oke 


of ‘Green Light’ (FN). 





Grace Mosre and Vaude 


Fair $10,500 in Denver 


Denver, March 9. 


‘When You're In Love’ and ‘On the 
Avenue’ doing swell at the Denver 





and Aladdin, respectively, and both | 


will sticlt in town for a second week. 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ snapped 
things up at the Denham and ran 
over $1.000 better than last week. 
‘God’s Couniry and Woman’ strong 
at Broadway, where it is finishing 
third weck in first-runs., 
Estimates for This Weck 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40). 
‘Avenue’ (20th), following a week 
at the Denver. Drawing okay $3,500 
here. Last week ‘God’s Country’ 
(WB), got $3,500 and went to Broad- 
way for third week. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40).—‘God’s Country,’ following a 
week at Aladdin and Denver. Still 


pulling; $3,000 :will be okay. Last 
week, ‘One in: Million’ (20th) (4th 
wk), nice $3.000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500: 25-35- 
40).—‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par). Biz 


okay for this Edward Arnold opus 
at $6,700. Last week, ‘Maid of Salem’ 
(Par), average $5,500. 

Denver (Huffman) 


(2,500; 25-35- 
50).—You’re 


in Love’ (Col) and 








Hub Dozing, but ‘Crossing’ $21,000, ; 
Tn Love’ and ‘Counterfeit’ $15,000 








Boston, March 9. 
No smash attraction in town this 
week, except possibly ‘Good Earth,’ 
\which oponed a roadshow at the 
|Colonial Monday night (8), and is 
jan unknown quantity as yet. 
| Keith Memorial opened its new 
dual-bill policy this week with ‘Sea 
| Devils’ and ‘We're on the Jury,’ and 
is headed for a pleasant take. 
E-tirtates for This Week 
Baston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Mysterious Crossing’ (U) and ‘Fair- 
est on Parade’ unit. 
$21,000. Last week a record-pusher 
for ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ (RKO), 
authored by George Holland, local 
critic, who also appeared in socko 
stage show topped by Ritz Bros. 
Whammed home with $27,009. 


Broke all Sunday records at house. Scollay (M&P) (2. ‘0: 2. 35-40- | 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- |50)—Stolen Holiday’ (WB) = and 
50)—‘Green Light’ (WB) (2nd run) |‘Great O'Malley’ (WB). both 2nd 
ar l ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) (lst run). |run, dual. Dandy $8.500 in sight. 
dual. Showing strength at $8,000 |‘: »oyds’ (20th) (ord run) and 
gait. Last weck ‘O'Malley’ (WB) and |‘Lauchin’ at Trouble’ (20:h). dual, | 
Career Woman’ (20th), double, /fair last week, $6,500. 


slurred to $5,700. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 


a killing. | 40-55)—‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and ‘On jfeit Lady’ (Col). dual. 


'J y’ (kKO), dual. Giving first 


Satisfactory at | 


for second week of 
(20th). 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) 
and ‘Paradise on Parade’ unit. Will 
swerve to about $19,000. ‘Ready, 
Willing and Able’ (WB) and Louis 
Armstrong stage show, n.s.h. last 
week at $23,300. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
£-)—When You're in Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col), dual. 





Developed pretty week-end trading, | 


around $15,000. ‘Camille’ (MG). 


sin- 


gle, last week dove in second stanza | 


to $9,000. 

Parzemsunt (M&P) (1.8609: 25-35- 
55)—‘Greer Tight’ (WB) (2nd run) 
land ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) (Ist run). 
idouble, Looks solid at $12,500 gait. 
‘O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘Career Wo- 
man’ (20th), double, off last week at 
1 $8,700. 


State (Loew) (3.300; 25-35-40-50)— 
“You're in Love’ (Col) and ‘Counte 
Looks rosy, 


about £12,500. “Camille’ (MG) very 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 15-25-40).— | week of double pix a big start, may- | pale in second frame, only $6,000, last 
“Green Light’ (WB). Only spot with be $17,500. Last week okay $15,000 week. 


‘On Avenue’ 


all other houses. with N.T.G.’s stage 
lrevue and ‘You Only Live Once’ 
doing the trick. 

Loew’s State, with ‘Espionage.’ has 
a good biz-getter. ‘Love News.’ 
while not hot, is keeping the Hipp in 
the running. RKO-Allen goes back 
into the first-run class with ‘Plough 
and Stars.’ which isn’t quite justify- 
ling the switch-back. 


Estimates for This Week 


1S 


Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200; 
20-30-35)—Born t6 Dance’ (MG) 
and ‘More Than Sweeiheart’ (Col). 


Sticking with duals and split-weeks, 
i\because of lack’ of worthwhile first- 
runners; normal $1,800. Last week 
\‘Dangerous Number’ (MG) = and 
‘Woman Alone’ (GB), dual, didn't 
|\get anywhere, $1,600. 
| Allen (RKO) = (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO).  Post- 
poned three times and still not get- 
ting a good break. Fair $4,500, but 
jhouse usually does better. Last 
lweek ‘Green Lights’ (WB), on h.o.., 
went comparatively better than first 
stanza at the Hipp, $6,100. 

| Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35)—Trans-Atlantic Merry-Go- 
'Round’ (UA) and ‘Let "Em Have It’ 
|\(UA), dual (2d run). Two oldies. 
|but nice profit, $3,000. ‘Beloved 


|Enemy’ (UA) as single on last seven- | 


|day run, was below estimates, $3,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘Love is News’ (20th). Lightweight 
stuff, although Tyrone Power on 
the marquee is a flapper magnet: 
$15,500, just satisfactory. Last week 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col) took a 
stiff lacing. Has to fight for $13.500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-60)—‘Only 
Live Once’ (UA) plus N.T.G. unit. 
Cricks’ pic and ‘Granny’ leg show to 
balance, is proving fine showman- 
ship. Building to $20,000, swell. Last 
week ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) and Fred 
Waring’s band, pyramided to a 
super $27,500, one of best figures this 
season. 

State 


(Loew’s) (3,450: 35-40-55)— 
‘Tsvionage’ (MG). Well sold and 
off quick, indicating $17,500. Last 
week ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) pulled 
|down by costume-theme to $14,000, 
|- © ‘Hman (Loew's) (1,872; 25-35)— 
\‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). Carried over 
from State, little improvement, 
$5,500 being fairly good. Last week 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d week). 
|Three-star combo responsible for 
| bouncing $7,500. 


Indpls. B.0.’s OK Despite 
Handicaps; ‘Light’ $6,500 


Indianapolis, March 9. 
Turnstiles are clicking nicely 
| enough at most downtown first run 
| houses in spite of Lent, unseasonably 
warm weather, the competition of 
| high school basketball tournaments, 
etc. The vaudfilm Lyric, with Leon 
Errol in person and ‘Ready, Willing, 
and Able’ as the flicker offering, is 
setting the pace with very big busi- 
ness. ‘Green Light’ at Apollo also in 
good money class. 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25-40) 
‘Green Light’ (WB). Appealing to 

those who read the novel of the same 
| title. Management did a good job of 
exploiting this one; $6,500, very good. 











Last week (2d), ‘Avenue’ (20th). 
24,300, sood. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800: 25-40)— 
‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Don't Tell 
Wife’ (RKO), dual. Moderate at 
| $4,400. Last week, ‘John Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Men Are Not 


Gods’ (Par), $4,500, also mild. 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2.600: 25-40)— 
‘Espionage’ (MG) and‘ Man Who 
Could Work Miracles’ (UA), dual. 
Doing only fair $4,500. Last week. 


r , 


in | 


‘LIVE ONCE’ NIG 





San Francisco, March 9. 
Classiest preem to hit this town in 
|} many moons took place last Tues- 

day (2), when ‘Lost Horizon’ opened 
| on a two-a-day schedule at the Geary. 
Harry Cohn brought a train load of 
| film stars to town for the opening. 
Ballyhoo cost $13,000. Engagement 
| looks good for seven or eight weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512: 30- 
| 35-40)—‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and 
“‘Week-End Millionaire’ (Col). Neither 
| of the pics mean a thing here; will 
go in red at $2,200. Last week. ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Captain Calam- 
ity’ (GN), n.s.g. $3,000. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) and ‘Once a 
Doctor’ (WB). Crix thought ‘Love’ 
swell, but objected to its impression 
of newspapermen. Power-Young- 
Ameche combination drawing fair 
| $15,000. Last week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 





(MG) and ‘Man of People’ (MG). 
| good $17,000. 

| Geary (Lurie-Pincts) (1,200: 50- 
75-$1-$1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). 


Inability of management to handle 
the mob crowding the streets to se« 
| the stars go by responsible for people 
| with tickets not being able to get 
| into the theatre opening: night. Crix 
treated picture kindly. Fizst seven 
days $10,000. 

Goldcn Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Your Birthday’ (RKO) and Wea- 
ver Bros. and Elviry on stage. Joe 
Brown's. pic below b.o. expectations 


at fair $15,500. Last week, ‘Don't 
Tell Wife’ and vaudeville, weak 
$14,000. 

Orphkcum (F&M) (2.440; 30-35-40) 


—‘You’re in Love’ (Col) and ‘Breez- 
ing Home’ (U) (9d wk). Public 
stevine away from this Grace Moore 
film: $8500 is not so forte. Last 
week $11,000, fair. 

Par2amount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-35- 
40 )—‘Ready, Willing and Able’ (WB) 
and ‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par). 
Not drawing better than poor $12,000. 
Last week (2d), ‘Green Light’ (WB) 
and ‘Woman Wi-e’ (20th), good 
$11.000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 50-75- 
$1-$1.50)—‘Good Earth’ (MGM) (2d 
wk). Academy award to Paul Muni 
and Luise Rainer for the best per- 
formances of the year should stimu- 
late biz considerably. Last week 
good $10,900. 

United Artists (UA-Cohen) (1,200: 
25-40)—‘Live Once’ (UA). Doing 
very poor biz, although crix all 
raved about Fritz Lang’s handling 
of this Walter Wanger picture; n.s.g. 
$5,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Men Not 
| Gods’ (UA), bad at less than $5,000. 
| Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-55) 
—Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Wings of 
| Morning’ (20th). ‘Nancy’ got good 
notices and crix also liked Techni- 
color treatment of ‘Wings of the 
Morning.’ Will do fair $12,000. Last 
week, ‘John’ Meade’s Woman’ (Par) 
and ‘Clarence’ (Par), very weak 
$10,000. 


BROOKLYN BULLISH 


‘Avenue’ ‘n Third Week $15,500, 
‘Light,” 2d Week, $16,000 











Brooklyn, March 9. 
Downtown de luxers attracting 
| goodly crowds. RKO-Albee is holding 
‘On the Avenue’ for a third week to 
nice returns. ‘Green Light’ at Fabian’s 
Paramount is also holding a second 
week to attractive grosses. 

This is the last week for bank nites 
and screenos, Fabian, RKO and Loew 
agreeing to drop them  simulta- 
neously, 


Estimates for This We.k 


Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘On Ave- 
‘nue’ (20th) and ‘Criminal Lawyers’ 
| (RKO) (3rd week). Duals holding up 
| well and anticipate attractive $15,500. 
| Last week fine $18,000. 

| “Fox (4.000; 25-35-55 )-—John Meade’s 
| Woman’ (Par) and ‘Two Wise Maids’ 
| (Rep). Quiet $14,000 in till for this 
(one. Last week ‘Devil’s Playground’ 
}(Col) and ‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) okay 
, at $17,000. 

| Metropolitan (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘You 
/ Only Live Once’ (UA) and ‘Danger- 
ous Number’ (MG), Nothing sensa- 
tional, but okay at $15,500. Last week 
‘Smart Girls’ (U), and ‘Mysterious 
Crossing’ (U) got good $16,500. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—'Green 
Light’ (WB) and ‘Clarence’ (Par) 
(2d week). Looks like okay $16,000. 
Last week $17,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Arizona 
Mahoney’ (Pa ) and ‘Midnight Court’ 
(WB). House will fade to weak 
$5,000 this time. Last week ‘Beloved 








Vagabond’ (Col) and ‘Larceny on 
Air’ (Rep) good at $7,500. 

‘When You're In Love’ (Col) and 
‘Sinner Take All’ (Col), okay but 


under expectations at $5,600. 

Lyric (Olsur.) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Willing, Able’ (WB) and Leon Errol 
jon stave. Stage show plugged over 
film. Gross swell at $10,800. Last 
; week, ‘Love Is News’ (20th) and 
N. T. G. siage unit, nearly a new high 
at $13,200. 
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Chicago Has No Doldrums; ‘Love 
Waring $36,000, ‘Cheyney’ 196, 
‘Promise to Pay Bowes Ams, 226 





Chicago, March 9. 

With some new pictures to dress | 
up the front of their houses, plus a 
couple of good stage attractions and | 
the sort of weather that makes peo- 
ple come dancing out of their homes, 
downtown film houses are generally 
on the right side of the ledger at 


present. Only one house, the eng 
is suffering from a crimp in b. o. of 
any consequence, others have no 


complaint. 

Chicago is upping into good coin 
currently, with a combination of 
Fred Waring’s orchestra on stage and 
‘Love Is News’ on the screen. 

For the home-and-safely-married 
mob the Oriental is the spot cur- 
rently, due primarily to the presence 
of a Major Bowes unit on the stage. 


season. 
| New S, 


State-Lake is satisfied with ‘Breezing | 


Home,’ plugged as a_ horse-racing 
exoose. 

‘Good Earth,’ now in its third road- 
show week, should make it four or 
five sessions before biowing. New 
roadshower, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
comes into the Erlanger as compe- 
tition on Sunday (14). 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 55-85-$1.10- 
1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) (3d week). 
Held to nearly $11,500 last week. a 
good gross. Paul Muni and Luise 
Rainer Academy awards may help 
extend run. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) and Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians on stage. Strictly a 
vounger-element combination and 
great stuff for the evening crovrds. 
Excellent $36,000, maybe better. Last 
week, ‘Salem’ (Par) was weakish at 
$30,000, 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— ‘Green Light’ (WB). In third loop 
week and still okay for around $6,- 
000. Last week nice $7,200. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-45- 
55)—‘Promise to Pay’ (Col) and 
Major Bowes unit on stage. Ama- 
teurs still b. o. here. Heading for 
highly profitable $22.000. Last week, 
‘Creat O'Malley’ 
at $16,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55- 75)—| 
*We’re on Jury’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Nothing to shout about; under $14.- 
000. red ink. Last week not much 
better with ‘Head Over Heels’ (GB) | 
at $16,000. 





“LOVE NEWS’ TOPS BIZ 
IN ST. LOUIS, $15,500. 


St. Louis, March 9. 





PicTer 





Although there is plenty of mar- 
quee strength offered by the de 
luxers here, biz is off, due to Lenten | 

Ambassador, with ‘Love Is} 
” supplemented by a stage reo 
will lead the town with only $15,5 
which is much less than usual cesta 


figure in town. 
‘Espionage’ and ‘Men Are Not | 
Gods,’ dualer at Loew’s, figures to | 


grab second coin with $12,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- | 
55 )—‘Love Is News’ (20th) and stage | 
show. Nice opening points to $15,500, | 


| to lead the town. Last week ‘When | 


| not bad during religious season. 


| below average. 


(WB) was ee 


You're 
show. 


In Love’ (Col) and stage! 
Did better than expected and | 


| finished with $16,200. 





Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-75) 


— Cheyney’ (MG). Opened Satur- 
day (6) and looks for good | 
at $19,000. Last week ‘Avenue’ (20th) 
finished a two-weeker at over $10,- 
000, okay. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45)—‘Breezing Home’ (U) and vaude. 
House holds nicely despite Lent, and 
will take okay $13,500 currently. 
Last week ‘Woman Alone’ (GB) man- 
ased a fair $13,800. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-75 —‘Men Are Not Gods’ (UA). 
Ovened Saturday (6) and drawing 
okay money for maybe $14,500 on 
initial session, good. Last week, 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) completed a 
fortnight to fair $10,000. 


ALL OMAHA BIZ UP; 








Omaha, March 9. 
Bunch of good films along theatre 
row, in contrast to the previous 
week. Lead is a toss-up between the 


Omaha and Orpheum, with perhaps | 


a slight edge to the former on ‘Love 
Is News.’ 

‘You Only Live Once,’ at the Or- 
pheum, with Henry Fonda, local boy, | 
is going strong. Brandeis likewise | 
is very much in the swim with 
‘Green Light.’ 

Grosses are up at all b.o.’s, and 
managers report it’s not only the 
pictures but the trend. Weather, in- 
cidentally, has strongly favored 
houses this week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) — (1,250; 
25-35-40) —‘Green Light’ (FN) and 
‘Racing Lady’ (RKO). One of the 
strongest dual bills of the winter. 
Going great to $5,800. Last week 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col) and 
‘Woman in Distress’ (Col), double. 
Very satisfactory at $5,600. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th-Fox) and ‘Fugi- 
tive in Sky’ (WB), double. Empha- 
sis on ‘Love’ and looking towards at 
least $8,000. good. Last week ‘Maid 
of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Woman Wise’ 
— ), dualed. Average at $7,- 


‘Only Live Once’ (UA) and ‘Clar- 


ence’ (Par), double. Good campaign- (Col). 


ing on first feature, and will benefit | 
because of Fonda, local boy. Okay 
at $7,800. Last week ‘Great O'’Mal- 
ley’ (WB) and ‘Mama Steps Out’ 
(MG), dual. Worked up to surpris- 
ingly strong new $9,000. 


'and relief curtailment are adverse 


| ‘Iee Follies’ and the Shriners’ Indocr 


‘LOVE NEWS’ $8,000 





| new attractions is ‘Wh2n You're in 


| tions, it will wind up far behind pre- 


/two loop houses during its remark- 


Orpheum (Blank) (2,976: 25- 410) —| 





|and publicity campaign, it is | 


Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55 )—‘John 
Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and ‘Midnight | 
Court’ (WB). No more than $11,000 
in sight for this dual, below average. 
Last week ‘Green Light’ (WB) and 
‘Off to the Races’ (20th). Off slightly 
but $13,000, fair. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3.162; 25-35-55'— 
‘Espionage’ (MG) and ‘Men Are Not! 
Gods’ (UA). Expectation is for) 
$12,000, average, but take may ex- 
ceed this. Last week ‘Cheyney’ (MG) | 
and shorts (2d week). Netted $10,800, 


Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-35-55 )— 
‘When You're In Love’ (Col) and 
‘Green Light’ (WB). Set for $10,600 
and should make it easily. Last week 
‘Breezing Home’ (U) and ‘Great | 
O'Malley’ (WB). Dipped to $8,000, | 


St. Louis (F&M) 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) (2d run) 
and stage show. Going along okay 
and $8.500 in sight for curent week. 
Last week ‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) 
(2d run) and stage show. Small profit 
with $7,200. 


Moore Only 106 
In Face of Tough 


Opposish, Mpls. 


(4,000; 25-40)— 








Minneapolis, March 8. 
Show business and most other lines 
of endeavor continue to be pretty 
well shot here, Healthy box-office 
doesn’t seem to be in the cards any 
more. Whittling down of the WPA 


factors. Folks apparently just haven't 
the coin, 

However, there’s a little change left 
for such counter attractions as the 


circus, which are drawing turnaway 
crowds daily at the Arena and Audi- 
torium and proving tough opposition 
for film emporiums. 

Disappointing among the eurrent 
Love.’ Given a bang-up exploitation 
the Minnesota into low gear an 
due undoubtedly to adverse condi- 


vious Grace Moore pictures here. 
Tenth week of ‘Three Smart Girls’ 

'at the World is announced as its last. 

| Picture has piled up huge profits for 


able run. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—‘Case of Black Cat’ (FN) and ‘Gen- 
eral Spanky’ (MG). Dual first-runs, 
on full week, heading for good $1,200. 
Last week, ‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO) 
and ‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO) (2d 
runs), split, and ‘Flying Hostess’ (U) 
and ‘Under Your Spell’ (20th), first 
runs, $800, fair. 





Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40 )—‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO), No | 
names that count for much here. Will | 
do well to top light $3,000. Last week, 
‘Only Live Once’ (UA), $4,500, light. | 

Lyric (Public-Singer) (1,300; 20-25) | 
—One in Million’ (20th) (2d run). 
Staying for full week at okay $3.500 
clip. Last week, ‘Plainsman’ (Par) 
and ‘Stowaway’ (20th) (2d runs), 
split, $2,500, light. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55) —‘When You're in Love’ 
Nicely sold, but handicapped 
by adverse circumstances. May build 
after ‘Ice Follies’ and Shriners’ in- 
door circus depart; $10,000, dis- 
appointing, indicated. Last week, 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par), $5,500, poor. 


Orpheum 





(Publix-Singer) (2,890; 





25-35-40) — ‘God’s Country and! 
Woman’ (WB). Action picture in 
color seems to have some box-office 
appeal and may reach fair $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) 
and ‘Greenwich Village Scandals’ on 
stage, light $11,000. 

State (Publix-Singer) 
40)—‘Dangerous Number’ 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO). 
somewhat stronger and doing better 
than some of its weak nredecessors; 
may stretch to fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) and ‘Let’s 
Make a Million’ (Par), $2,000, bad. 

Uptown (Publix) 
‘Camille’ (MG). 
and good $3,000 in prospect. 
week, ‘Thin Man’ (MG), 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
—Smart Girls’ (U) (10th week). 
Final canto and should cop good 
enough $1, 400. Last week, ‘$1, 800, fine. 


“SALEM $23,000 
— MOORE 320.000, 
WASH TON 


Washington, March 9. 
Vaude houses are way out in front 
| this week and both count on heavy 


(2,300; 25- 


(MG) 


Last 








building. Earle is banking on ‘When 
You're In Love,’ which is getting 
music fans, to pull in the younger 
set, too, this time, and week-end in- 
dications are it will. Canitol, with 
‘Maid of Salem’ on the screen, is rid- 
|ing on swell press and word-of- 


mouth on the debut of Red Skelton. 
m. c’ing. 


Surprise is smash opening of re- 
peat, at the Met, of ‘Green Light,’ 
which built to a big week at the 
Earle two stanzas ago. 

Rialto may hit a record with 
‘Cloistered’ (French), which opened 
Tuesday (2) in the wake of heavy 
bally. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,424: 25-35-60).— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and vaude. 
Crix praising pie and falling all over 


$3,500, big. | 


| Noble 


} opening at 
| by 


| weeks’ 


; Roxy 


| tures against each other 


themselves to hail the stage show. 
Looks like a big $23,000, in face of 
stiff opposition. Last week ‘John 


Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and Fats Wal- 
ler unit $18,500, n. g 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583: 25-40).— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) (2d run). Sec- 
ond downtown week should mean 
good $4,000. Last week ‘Plainsman’ 
(Par) (2d run) took nice $4,000 in 
fourth week on mainstem. 


and | 
Dual bill | 


fF GROSSES 





) (1,200; 25-35 )— | 
First nabe showing | 


The Broadway tray was well filled 


with new dishes for the fans this 
week, only leftover being the meaty 


‘Good Earth,’ 
at the Astor. 
Sensation of the week is the 
of Salem’- 
the Paramount 
the first week is a 
$1,000 
the 
by ‘The 


twice-daily attraction 


‘Maid 
Benny Goodman show at 
where the gross for 
$58,000, 
high 
policy set 


smash 
the 
bandshow 
Plainsman’ and the Ray 
Theatre tilted the prices 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
40c both mornings, and 


doing this did more on these 
two days than the ‘Plainsman’-Noble 
combination. Goodman is the draw 
rather than the picture, a near riot 
having occurred opening day when 
the audience on the first show went 
out of control and one guy even 
mounted the siage to do a Suzy-Q. 
Management is figuring on a three- 
run, 

A close second to the Par 
where ‘Love is News’ will hit 
a luscious $46,000 or over and also 
tarries. The $2 ‘Lost Horizon,’ doing 
three shows on Saturdays and Sun- 


just behind record 


under new 
band 


2 little on 


is the 


days, got under steam strongly at 
the twice-daily Globe and on the, 
first week is big at $21,500. Tickets 
are being sold four weeks in ad- 
vance. This is the first time in ates 
that Broadway has had two $2 pic- 


but no ap- 
made on 
(its 4th) 
‘Hori- 


are being 
last week 
thus topping 


parent inroads 
‘Earth.’ Latter 
grossed $21,900, 
zon’ a little. 
Among other new 
week. ‘Nancy Steele is Missing’ 
best, looking $30,000 or over. Three 
weeks thus is in prospect, Picture 
opened a little slowly but started to 


pictures of the 
is the 


VARIETY _ 9 


Bway 0K. Benny Goodman Swings 
Salem’ to Wow 586, ‘Love Is News’ 
AGG, Nancy’. 306, Horizon’ $21,500 


of Glamour’ (Col). No dice at all, 
being a sad sight at this side of 
510,000. G-B has the theatre for 


March 18 when it opens ‘Great Bar- 


rier’ on a_ twice-daily basis. Last 
week, second for ‘Man of Affairs’ 
(GB), around $5,500, weak. ° 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Opened here 
Wednesday (3) and on first week 
very strong at $21,500. Tickets four 


weeks in advance 


Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Mid- 
night Court (WB) Clst run), 
doubled. In here for nine days and 
for that period good at $12,000. ‘Great 
Guy’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Carnival in 
Flanders’ (Tobis) (2d run), dualed, 
under $5,000 on five brutal days; had 


to be jerked in ecvanee. 


Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) oie in pit, 
Benny Goodman orchestra. Picture 
has Colbert-MacMurray names but 
in Goodman’s swing band the 
draught is terrific judged by young 


element's turnout. First week up last 
night (Tues.) a very smashy $58.000, 
within $1,000 of record under policy 

and this during Lent. Looks three 
weeks Last week, second for 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and Guy 
Lombardo band, latter being the 
draw, $26,500, good, 

Radio City Music 
§0-85-99-$1.65)—'Fire Over England’ 
(UA) and stave show. This one is 
gloom over Redio City, as $35,000 ap- 
pears tops, poor. Last week, ‘When 
You're in Love’ (Col) on the hold- 
over, got $72.000, okay. ‘Wings of the 
Morning’ (20th) opens tomorrow 


Hall (5.980; 40- 


| (Thurs. ). 


| 


build rapidly, doing much bigger on 
Sunday (7), its second day. It’s the | 
type that might not start from the 
sun in a killing fashion but will 
finish strong. ‘Great O'Malley,’ 
Strand’s one-weeker, isn’t so good 
only about $16,000. ‘Ready, Willing 
and Able’ (musical) ovens here Fri- | 
day (12). followed by ‘King and | 
{Chorus Girl,” which may mean a 


Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-60-70). | 


—When You're In Love’ (Col) and 
vaude. Pic pulling and should get 
big $20,000. Last week ‘Ready, Will- 


ing and Able’ (WB) and Eddie 
Duchin band same. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60).— | 
‘When’s Your Birthday?’ (RKO), 


Joe E, Brown’s first time in 
house and dying. Maybe $6,000. 
week ‘On the Jury’ 
$5,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40).—‘Green 
Light’ (WB) (2d run). Looks like | 
swell $7,500. Last week ‘Crack-Up’ 
(20th) fair $3,500. . 

Palace (Loew) (2/363'' 25-35-60).— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG): (2d week). 
Should get oke $10,000; Last week 
come pic slid slightly to $21,006, still 


ig. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100: 25-30-40-50). 
—‘Cloistered’ (French). Opened 
with swank premiere and may bust 
house record with sock $5,000. Last 
week ‘Amateur Gentleman’ (UA) 
and ‘Duck Soup’ (Pat) (revivals). 
Nice $4,000 on 10 days. 


Last 


house. 
at the box 


change of pace at this 
Another poor performer 


| very 


| office is the highly-touted ‘Fire Over | 


England’ which augurs only $65,000 
tops, disappointing. ‘Romeo and |! 
Juliet,’ on the shelf for some time 


following its $2 run at the Astor, 
went into the Capitol Thursday (4) | 


| and js doing nicely, probably around | 


} 


(RKO) pitiful at | 


the | $35,000. 


‘Women of Glamour’ 
much as $10,000 for the Criterion. 


|On March 18 Gaumont-British takes 


ithe house 


over for ‘Great Barrier’ 
on a two-a-day basis. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) 45th week). Still 
holding stoutly, $21,900 last week 
(4th). 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Romeo’ (MG), Off well here on its 
first pop-priced engagement and at 
around $35,000 first week showing 
plenty of profit. Stays two weeks. 
The second week of ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
(MG) was around $22,000 





Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Women 





H.0.s Best in Pittsburgh 


‘Avenue’ in Fourth Wk. Still Fine $6,000; 
‘Light,’ 3d Wk., Same 


Pittsburgh, March 9. 


Holy Week has apparently arrived | 


a week ahead of time. At least, biz 
at the moment would seem to indi- 
cate that. There shouldr’t be any 


kicks, however, for it’s the first touch | 


of doldrums the town has had this 
year. 

It’s the h.o.’s that are getting the 
bulk of trade. ‘On the Avenue,’ in 
its fourth week at the Fulton, is still 
|holding up fine. ‘Green Light’ con- 
tinues to get coin at the Warner in 
its third downtown week. 

New crop of pix is being paced by 
‘When You're in Love’ at the Alvin, 
although notices weren't any too hot 
and indications are that it'll wind up 
considerably under usual grosses of 
Grace Moore films. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col). Grace 
Moore vehicle will be lucky to 
snatch $8,000. That’s not up to usual 


for her here and may forestall a 
second week. Last week ‘Man of 
Affairs’ (GB) and ‘Holy Terror’ 


(20th) yanked after six days to un- 
der $5,006, pretty bad. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) 


| very 


—Avenue’ (20th). Life-saver for 
this site, giving it a chance to stay 
on its feet until post-Easter bookings 
are lined up. In fourth week now, 
‘Avenue’ is still money, with Satur- 
day (6) only about $70 under the 
first Saturday. Around $6,000. plenty 


| profitable and a fifth week for sure. 


Last week, third, gingery at $7,100. 
Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3.300: 25-35-50) 
—When’s Your Birthday?’ (RKO). 
First time for a Joe E. Brown film at 
this house and bad. On its own a 
weak entry for a deluxer and 
looks a new low at current prices, 
$4,500. AL vut $5,000 better last week 
for ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-35-50)— 
‘Ready, Willing and Able’ (WB). 
| Musical is according to WB tradi- 
tion. Biz just about average, at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Great O’Malley 
(WB) down to $9,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Green Light’ (WB). Punching out 
another healthy gross in second week 
| here, but third downtown. Stanley 
had it previously. Should better 
$6,000 on closing session, swell after 


(1,750; 25-40) | last week’s $8,500. 


It remains a second week. | 
won't get as| 





tialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Espionage’ 
(MG) was brought in yesterday 
(Tues.) after seven days of ‘Tne Out- 
cast’ (Par) which got $7,500. Ahead 
of that ‘Man of the People’ (MG) 
grossed $7,700, okay. 

Rivoli ‘2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th). Off moder- 
ately but building to a good $350000 
or bit over and holds two, possibly 
three, weeks. The second week of 
‘Man Who Could Work Miracles’ 
(UA) under $15,000, mild. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—‘Love Is 
News’ (20th) and stage show. Doing 
smartly here, $46,000 or over. 
Sticks a second but not a third week, 
under plans, with ‘Breezing Home’ 
(U) scheduled for Friday (19). Last 
week ‘Woman Alone’ (GB) finished 
at $36,800, pretty good. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—Great 
| O'Malley’ (WB). Cop picture getting 
nowhere, around $16,000 and out 
after one week. Third week for 
‘Green Light’ (WB) under $15,000. 
State (3,450; 35-55-75 )—’Champagne 
Waltz’ (Par) (2d run) and vaude 
headed by Cross and Dunn. Business 
fair, about $23,000. Last week ‘Plains- 
man’ (Par) (2d run) and Wini Shaw, 
plus Buck and Bubbles, $27,500, good, 


‘NANCY, $11,500, 
BEST IN K. €. 


Kansas City, March 9. 
Sharp change to spring weather 
has put a temporary crimp into the- 
atre takes, Large crowds downtown, 

but they’re passing up the theatres. 
‘Nancy Steele’ is coming along 
okay at the Tower and headed for 
top coin, ‘Ready, Willing and Able,’ 
at the Newman, opened a day in.ad- 
vance and is getting a splendid play. 

Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200: 25-40)—~ 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Clarence’ 
(Par), dual. No excitement, but 
$7,500 is fair. Last week ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ 
(WB), dual. So-so at-$7,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000: 25-40)—~ 
‘Espionage’ (MG) and ‘Man Who 
Couid Work Miracies’ (UA). No 
lure. Downhill to $7,500, tearcul. 
Last week ‘When You're in Love’ 
(Col) eased off plenty; $9,000, 35°, 
under expectations. 








Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Ready, Willing and Able’ (WB) and 


‘Condemned Row’ (RKO), dual. 
pects to get the girls. 
on best week with one exception chis 


E 
X~- 
so 


year; $9,500. Last week ‘Meade's 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘King of Hockey’ 
(WB), $5,600, weak. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Ne my 
Steele’ (20th) and vaude. This w 
pet. Going to good $11,500. le ‘st 
week ‘Love Is News’ (20th) and 
vaude, $10,000, okay. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,030: 25-40)— 


‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) $4,009. av- 
erage. Last week ‘On Avenue’ (20th) 
' (2d run) good $4,200, 
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10 VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES Wednesday, March 10, 1937 
6 ° ’ ’ ° BUFFALO 
plonage Van t omparative Grosses for February feb —)_ Feb. 11) Feb 18 Feb a5 — 
BUFFALO Champagne Stolen We’re on Jury| Last of Mrs. 
(3,600; 30-40-55) Waltz Holiday : Cheyney 
High. $42,800 $16,300 $11,200 (Rudy Vallee $18,000 
hncover ro Total estimated grosses during February for towns and houses listed} Low.. 8,300 (Jesse Orch.) (8 days) 
as previously reported weekly. Dates given are the closing days of the Crawford) 
week. CENTURY Rainbow on Rainbow Holy Terror Under Cover 
j W YORK (3,400; 25-35) River and and of Nite 
n balto es Bich sete] eit | S16805 | MARE | weve 
° ———_———_— Low.. 3,600 thou ’ et’s Mak 
? ¥ Feb. 4 _ Feb. 11 _ Feb. 18 \__ Feb. 25 Orders (2d week) Million” * 
MUSIC HALL | Plough and On the — When You're $12,900 $6,700 
Ct Seen Stars Avenue 80,000 In Love HIPP Doctor’s Diary|One in Million | Man of People Bel 
Baltimore, March 9. 99-$1.65) $65,000 $85,000 (2d week) $102,000 (2,400; 25-40) and $8,200 and aateg 
Balmy weather, Lent and a so-so Rm yaar ro (Stage Show) High. $22,000| Mind Your (2d run) Under Your aad 
lineup of pictures finds this town] —°%~ eee Low.. 3,600 Business Spell Dangerous 
spotty as to business this week. Lead- ROXY 3 Smart Smart Girls | Head Over Head Over $7,100 $3,800 Number 
ing the field is the combo Hippo- (5,886; 25-45-55- Girls $37,600 Heels Heels ee AE) GPA DROY Ts Wet ___ $6,600 
drome, with ‘Women of Glamour’ on 75) $48,300 (3d week) In Love $39,200 — 
screen getting a world of help from High . $173,650 (2d week) $46,200 (2d week) CINCINNATI 
Eddy Duchin and a bang up show on | Low.. __5,200 0 8) ee Sey Pee See ae 
the ae oe combining to turn in . CAPITOL ee pony ry SS —_ of Mrs. Feb. 4 | Feb. ll Feb. 18 a =. 
swe 000. (4,620; 25-35-55- : ; 30,00U $20, theyney arama ee | ene 
Keith’s is opening ‘John Meade’s 85) (2d week) (3d week) (6 days, $37,000 an aw a oo res mae 
Woman’ tonight (Tuesday) after a| High. $110,400 (4th week) High. $35,500 $12,500 $5 000 '$20.000 
week of ‘Head Over Heels,’ which| Low. 7,000; . Pa 20 ese Low. 5 800 (8 days) : an + al 
garnered gentle $4,000. Loew’s Cen- PARA- Plainsman Champagne Waltz John Meade’s PAI A .E 2 LL 
tury, despite reduced nut because of MOUNT $31,000 Waltz $40,000 Woman aun a, Go s Lloyds of 3 Smart Girls 
lack of stage shows is in red with | (3,664; 25-35-55-| (Nat Brand- $50,000 (Waring $43,000 Hish " g08 = Country, London $12,000 
‘Espionage’ at $7,900. 85) wynne Orch.)|(Fred Waring| _Orch.) (Guy Lom- | Bish. $28,080 by Be wns y 
Estimates for This Week High . $103,800 Orch) (2d week) bardo Orc.) OW.. 4 (6 pom ays) 
Low. 8,000 —— ae sinmmesepsiatiin 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- : ro P : ag 
35-40-55)-—‘Espionage’ (MG), Not set-| _ STRAND Stolen Holiday Green Light Light os Sie ee P ae — = Sinner Take 
ting the world on fire: $7,900 is poor, | ‘2767; 40-65-99-| — Holiday $12,000 $28,000 $20,000 High. $28,900 , “$5,500. 8 
Last week, second of ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ | High. $81,200 $24,300 (6 days (2d week) cae 1800 Mg aol $2,800 
(MG), so-so $8,800. Low. _ 5,000) _|_ 2d week) !_ ee = — S cove (6 days) 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.300; 15- Bog 4 & Gras Say |Men Ee Black Legion 
25-35-40-55-66 )—"W é ‘ lo ingge les? a ’ $5,000 
(Col). Leading op howe or ths load WASHINGTON High. $22,100 Sing Me a (6 days) , 
of help from Eady Duchin and unit Feb. 4 Feb. 11 Feb. 18 Feb. 25 _ oe .. Sae “a 
po ce ee ta a pesca OM TNE Biack Legion| Stolen Great Green Light ax __|__G days) 
(Col) fair $10 900 (2,244; 25-35-40- $15,000 rtf O'Malley $20,500 o — ——— 
twretete?, ree 60-70) 15,000 $14,000 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- ; 
25-30-35-40-55)—‘Meade’s, Wo man ae IS PITTSBURGH - 
ar). Opens tonight (Tuesday). Last | ——————*—— | —— Feb. ‘ ’ 2 
week Head Sean Fab ges AS — CAPITOL Beloved Outcast Under Cover | Love Is News = : | eet gee s. Sa 
34 100 (3,424; 25-85-60) | Enemy $20,000 of Night $22,000 ea .|  ——— | aaeeee won Oaty | Last of Mrs. 
New (Mechanic) (1.400: 15-25-30-| High. $41,500 $20,000 (Ray Noble $18,000 ha opted $20,000 Enemy Live Once Cheyney 
35-40-55)—‘Love Is News’ (20th),|Low-- 11,000) (Eleanor Orch.) Stepin ia. $ hye $11,500 $10,250 $15,500 
Opened Saturday (6) and is ringing Holm, Art Fetchit, Clyde — : nm | an - — - _— = 
up bullish $8,500. Last week, ‘Only Jarret Orch.) Lucas Orch.) : WARNER Make Way for; Plainsman Accusing Plough and 
Live Once’ (20th), got profitable| KEITH’S | ‘Stage Show)! Great Guy | Men Are Not| Sea Devils in lg gprs Lady $8,500 Finger Stars 
$7.400. (1,830; 25-35-60) | "You Live $7,500 Gods $7,500 High. $29,000 and (2d run) and and 
Stanley (WB) (3,450: 15-25-35-40-| High. $25,500 | Only Once . $5,500 Low.. 2,000) Mad Holiday General Dangerous 
55)—‘Great O'Malley’ (WB). Wrong|Low.. 3,000] _ $6,500 (6 days) 9.200 easy Number 
picture for this deluxer with class PALACE Plainsman Plainsman Lloyds of Lloyds $5.35 Pp vi de 
following; poor $4,000. Last week, | (2,363; 25-35-60) $17,000 $8,000 London $14,000 erautay | Wick Laciee | Cn gem | ae SL y 
second of ‘Green Light’ (WB), wow | High. $32,000 (2d week) $18,000 (2d week) | (3 e090: 25-35-50 — mpagne tolen Green Light 
$10,300. Low.. 6,000 a ee $11,500 Waltz Holiday $18,000 
COLUMBIA One In Stowaway Champagne Plainsman ca ‘si 3.200 a ware 
SE ATTLE Pp 0 ‘A STRONG: ae, 615,08 35200 $5,200 Waltz $6,500 a 
. | High. $19,000 5,200 $4,000 
DEVIL ’ meas | Low... _ 1000 — aon Oe ee, Ae eee ae es SAN FRANCISCO 
b) DUAL $5,500 CHICAGO Feb. , __Feb. 11 Feb. 18 ___Feb. 25 
PARA- Champagne Waltz On the Avenue r 
Seattle, March 9. Feb. 4 Feb. 11 Feb. 18 emg — Ae — x... 
Music Hall passed out again with-| CHICAGO Champagne Waltz Stolen Green Light High. $37,500 Career $8,000 Paradise $10, 000. 
out a struggle after another vain at- | (4000; 35-55-75) Waltz $35,400 Holiday $36,800 Low.. 5,000 Woman (2d week) Express (2d week) 
tempt to make this theatre pay. At| High. $75,000 $48,700 ( Veloz & $26,000 ’ $16,000 $16,500 : : 
its recent reopening, vaudfilm was|Low.. 18,500 (Veloz & Yolanda) GOLDEN er ~ Sea Devils 
tried first, with no dice; then straight Yolanda) (2d week) GATE =— aromas We're on $20,500 
dual pictures, and results were still (Stage Show) (2,800; 35-55) $15,500 ‘$13,300 $20,500 ; 
mild. Vaude continues at Orpheum, PALACE 3 Smart Plough and Sea Devils Michael High ' $26 000 (Vaude) : Ethel W . 
but change date is moving up this | (2,500; 35-55-65- Girls Stars $25,500 Strogoff po 5 400 — (& oa 
week to Thursday from Monday. 75) $16,700 $25,300 (Ken Murray, $14,400 = E - Devil's 
Lent is beginning to be felt more, | High. $35,200 (2d week) (Ritz Bros.) Oswald) ,ORPHEUM 3 Smart Girls} More Than Secretary Playground 
and will be until after Easter. Low.. 7,000 (Vaude.) pt arty "sa 7,000 Fi gM eat gd and and 
Estimates for This Week UNITED Camille Camille Camille Beloved cow. . 2,100 | Woman. Mighty Treve $5,500 mind 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) | , ARTISTS $25,000 $16,800 $10,300 Enemy $6,500 $11,000 (2d week) $18,200 
ei 27-37-42) — ‘God’s Country’ her ‘Seneen (2d week) (3d week) $18,700 ; : , = : ; A 
and ‘Dangero ‘ gh. ’ an 0 ‘a 
(3d week). ‘God's Country” ean. Low..___3,300 : eco ean a -_ ~~ * . — — — A 
ning t ” es ugh an 
a tol oak ee SS High. $57,400 and To Races To Races | Under Cover 
$4,800, , » dandy BOSTON Low..  8,200| Off to Races $12,500 $8,000 of Night 
(1900. 21232) (Hamrick-Evergreen) Feb. 4 Feb. 11 Feb, 18 Feb. 25 einai se tichaecd ee scat 
(Par) and ‘All ae "Chum? KEITH Rainbow on | Plough and You Live On the —_ Rap Rg — 
pan: ty =, “4! nice wee. Last 2.000; ae40-56) $12,000 $12 300 march 500 426. B00 PHILADELPHIA 
yeek, ‘Banjo on Knee’ (20th) and ' , : , 
‘Love on Run’ (MG), dual, big $4,900, | fish. $43,000 Feb. ¢ Feb. 11 Feb. 18 | _Feb. 25 _ 
Colonial (Sterling) (850: 11-16-21) ss Z ALPINE Men Are Not You Only Live Once Man of Affairs : 
—‘Cowboy Star’ (Col) and ‘Murder STATE After the Thin Man Beloved Camille (1,200; 40-55-65) Gods Live Once $4,000 $5,000 / 
by Television’ (Prin), dual, split (3,300; 25-35-40-| Thin Man $12,500 Enemy $14,000 High. $16,830 $6,000 $9,800 (2d week) 
with ‘Killer at Large’ (Col) and 50) $19,000 (2d week) and ; Low.. 2,700} (6 days, 2d 
‘Four Days Wonder’ (U), dual. An-  % “— Women of week ) ¢ 
Heloated fa $2000 Last week ‘Hop |@™-> ed 2oeMREE | Criminal |" Bales | Spent | Waly nerrr 
y , 2,000; 25-40-55 yer rummon "Ma 12, 
Grande Romance’ (Ind), dual, split] METRO- Champagne | Lloyds of Stolen Green Light | High. $33,000 $14,500 Escapes $14,000" _ 
with Stand Condemned’ (UA) and POLITAN Waltz London Holiday $32,000 Low.. 10,500 | (Roscoe Ates) $13,000 “4 
— and Kisses’ (GN), dual, $2,200, mn 907,008 $25,500 $31,400 $25,000 (Vaude ) 
good. gh. 7,000 | (Ray Noble |‘Belle Baker, Eddie +x pred he peer ages gal ee PSE 
Fifth Avenue’ (Hamrick-Ever- | Low.. 11,500 Orch.) Stepin | Duchin Orch.) (3 oie; ta08-0> aman More Than | Plough and | Wemen of 
green) (2,400; 27-37-42)—‘Mrs. Chey- | (Stage Show) Fetchit) High. 41 15,009. weocuney oars Glamour 
ney’ (MG) and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), | ===" It LAA $15,000 $15,200 $14,500 $16,500 
dual. Fairly good $7,500 in sight. ees See | eee ew) ee (Eddy Duchin 
Last week, ‘Green Light’ (FN) and DETROIT Hutton Orch.)) Orch.) _ 
‘Clarence’ (Par). dual, nice $7,300. 2 ea ae a re Feb. 25 pao J 3 Smart Girls On the Avenue Last of Mrs. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 27-37-42)— : . ee | a _ 2. a a $11,500 Avenue $13,000 Cheyney 
‘You’re in Love’ (Col) (3rd week), | MICHIGAN Champagne Girl from Maid of Salem Stolen High. $48,000} (2d week) $18,000 (2d week) $19,000 
This is last session for Grace Moore | (0%) 0-40-65) Waltz Paris $24,000 Holiday Low. .__ 3,800 | _ = . - 
pie: $4,000 will be okay. Last week High. $58,100 $25,000 $21,000 (Broadway $33,700 - ——— = 
(2nd) garnered nice $6.700. Low.. 6,600) (Stage Show)/ (Benny Davis Juniors (Fred Waring MONTREAL 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) Revue) Unit) Orch.) — ; -sbebd 
of a ay Rg wo Light’ (FN)| _ eB yi of — Than peg of When You're Feb. 4 ___ Feb. 11 Feb. 18 Feb. 25 
‘Clarence’ (Par), dual. Fair $3.200 | ‘9.000; 80-40-65) ondon ecretary Morning in Love PALACE Champa | Aft _ ° ] - oI hia ~ wee 
in sisht. Last week. ninth for ‘One | High. $50,000| $33,000 $30,000 $18,000 $21,000 (2,00; 50) Waltz Man | "$7000 | $13,000 
in Million,’ nice $2,100. Low.. 4,000 (Marden’s (White’s (Hit Parade High. $18,000 and $10,000 (2d week) 
Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) Riviera Scandals Unit) Low.. 4,500) Straight from 
(2.700; 27-37) — ‘Your’ Birthday’ Unit) Unit) Shoulder | 
(RKO), ‘Mysterious Cruise’ (U) and (Stage | oe Aes dal . $7,000 
vaude. Holding three days of second UNITED | After Thin Camille Camille Green Light CAPITOL 38 | Ged’ = 2 ae eer 
week to get Thursday change date| ARTISTS Man $15,000 $9,500 $15,000 (2,700; 50) ——e on Bar Plough and 
instead of Monday. Okay $1,300. | (2,000; 30-49-65) | $10,000 (2d week) High. $30,000 Flying Woman od — 
Last week, same films and vaude,| High. $27,000) (3d week) Low 5,100 Hostes d PM 
fair $5,500 | Low.. 2 600 | oe ’ $7.500° Mi ay Racing Lady | We’re on Jury 
Palomar (c<terling) (1,450: 36-87 a se a IRR EI . _ _— ; a ema ’ $5,500 
37)—‘Join the Marines’ (Rep) anc 55 
vaude. With Fifi D’Orsay in person,| Ve BIRMINGHAM = ___ | "PRINCESS | Belovea et — ——_—______ a 
bie $5000 is expected. Last week, Feb. 4 | Feb. 11 Feb. 18 Feb. 25 2 800: 50) eceey — 9 A Ben oe the 
‘ n : ’ cities - — Ee —— ——-- - =~ ae 1, 0, Ec. do ’ ’ 
Ko gel eas (Rep) and vaude, | “ALABAMA | After Thin | Champagne | One in Million| Garden of | High. $25,008 and Rainbow on and =~ 
ewe . F (2,800; 30-35-40) Man Waltz 7,300 Allah Low.. 3,500) Can This Be River Legi f y 
(Hamrick-Evergreen ) 7 , gion o Trapped by 
(tenn aioe? -48)-"Bea Devils’ (RKO) | High. $29,000 $8,300 $7,600 $5,000 oy) $6,000 Terror Television 
ren. |tew.. meee $600 | | $6500 | $6000 
dicated bis $5.500. Last week, ‘Salem’ STRAND | Trail Dust |White Hunter Reunion Romeo and LOEW'S Let’s Make a| One Way Mad Holiday Bulldog 
(Par) and ‘Off to Races’ (20th), $5,- (800; 25) _ and 900 * $2,000 Juliet (5,200; 50) Million Passage and Drursmond 
800. verv good. High. $5,100, Sinner Take $1,700 High. $20,000 $7,000 and Great and 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (850: 21-32)— | Low.. 800 All (Roadshow) | Low.. 3,000 (Vaude) Once a Doctor O'Malley Off to the 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) and $1,800 _____ | ___ @ days) __ $9,000 _ $9,000 Races 
‘Sins Me Love Song’ (FN), dual. EMPIRE Polo Joe |Give Me Your | Stage Struck | Man of Affatrs (Riviera Fol- $12,500 
Combo drawing big $3.000. Last (1,100; 25) $2,500 Heart $2,000 $2,600 lies Unit) (Ray Noble 
week. ‘Golddiggers) (WB) and | High. $12,800 | $2,600 Orch.) 
‘Jungle Princess’, (Par), mild $2,200. Low.. , 800! ;, ' _ (Continued on page 27) 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Stompin’ at the Paramount 

Last Wednesday morning, after the managers of the Paramount theatre, 
on Broadway, had fought their way to the mezzanine and, battered and 
breathless, had found sanctuary in the reserved press section there, safe 
in their seats at last, they let go a long sigh—but it was a sigh of joy. 

For theatre managers are said to rack their brains in the very hope 
that they'll have a hard time finding a seat in their theatres—wistfully 
they consider such a. state of affairs a pleasure. Besides, at 10 o'clock 
that morning they’d been told that 4,400 customers had already marched 
on the box office, setting an all-time high for that sort of thing, and so, 
when they had set out to catch the show, they were in a measure pre- 
ared. 

. But nothing could have prepared them fully for the scene that was to 
meet their eyes when, panting, they peered over the rail at the audi- 
torium below—for there had never been precedent for it and there is a 
limit to even a theatre manager’s imagination. 

They might have guessed at what was to come from the terrific blasts 
of singing accompanying the staid organ slides, from the mighty response 
to the pretty little color cartoon, and yet it was plain from the amazed, 
incredulous, and at the same time acutely happy expressions on their 
faces when at last the reason for this epic audience good-will—Benny 
Goodman and His Swing Band—rose up on the orchestra elevator to a 
roar of hand-clapping, whistling, stamping and ardent hallooing, that it 
was too beautiful, just too, too beautiful to be true. They looked down, | 
and then they looked at each other. ‘Yeah-man,’ they said, politely | 
echoing the shouts around them, ‘yeah-man.’ They congratulated one | 
another, there were congratulations enough this lovely morning for my 





for even the humblest assistant’s assistant. 

Now loving each other like brothers, they loved the audience, they 
loved the ushers, they loved everything. But their love was yet to know 
a fuller flower, for soon they saw enacted in their theatre, as Mr. Good- 
man’s program progressed, a demonstration of approval of their talent- 
booking, tradition-shattering in its spontaneity, its unanimity. its 
cerity, its volume, in the childlike violence of iis iailiesiaiions. 
licity Manager McInerney, ‘seeing it, was. like crazy. He saw a theatre | 
alive with ads writing themselves. “They are dancing in the aisles,’ he 
saw. “They are leaping from their seats, they are waving their arms, 
they are shouting themselves hoarse, they are hugging their neighbors, 
they are throwing away their hats, they are hurling themselves into the | 
orchestra pit; it’s a riot... Mr. McInerney saw all this—for once he didn’t 
have to make it up. 

Papa Benny Gives Out | 

Mr. Goodman saw it too, and though he was somewhat nonplussed, | 
it made him still more benign. ‘Ladies and gentlemen,’ he called to them | 
once, seeking to make his announcement of the next number heard 
through the pandemonium, but right away he saw that was wrong, and 
he didn’t call them ladies and gentlemen again. He couldn’t call them | 
children, so thereafter he stcod by the mike and held up his finger, like 
teacher. Then they were good kids, and calmed down. But what can 
you do with youngsters who are swing-mad, face to face, at last, with 
their god. The finish of each number posed the same problem of quieting | 


sin- 


i. 
uv } 


a frenzy, which, since he himself was responsible for it, Maestro Benny | ‘One in Million,’ 


handled with his characteristic patience and kindness. 


| ‘Green 
| second 


‘AVENUE, $8,000 


| Live Once’ is getting a fine play at 
| Loew’s. State. 


Durbin Short in Port. Ups 
‘Espionage’ to Nice $5,000 





Portland, Ore., March 9. 
Parker's UA plugging Deanna Dur- 
bin’s short, ‘Every Sunday,’ along 
with ‘Espionage’ and they’re click- 
ing. ‘One in a Million’ in its fifth 
week at the Mayfair. ‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don’ big stuff in its second week at 
the Hamrick-Evergreen Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40)— 
‘Daniel Boone’ (RKO) and ‘She’s 
Dangerous’ (U), dual. Okay at $5,700. 
Last week (2d), ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
(MG), got nice $4,600. 





‘Love’ and ‘Distress’ 


Mentreal, March 9. 
Capitol will top the town currently 


peating and the rest having nothing 





Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,400; 
30-40)—‘One in Million’ (Fox) and | 
‘Down to Sea’ (Rep). Fifth week for | 
‘Million’ and doing average $2,700. 
Fourth week $2,900. First three weeks 
of ‘Million’ at Paramount piled up 
terrific $25,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40)—‘Avenue’ (Fox) and 
‘Great O’Malley’ (WB). Looks like | 


| good $7,500. Last week, ‘Champagne | 


Waltz’ (Par) and “Woman 
(Fox), collected nice $6,700. 


Wise’ 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-40) ‘Lloyds’ (Fox) and 
‘We're on the Jury’ (RKO) (2d 


| week). Very hot at $5,000 pace. First 


week ran this house into the 
money at $8,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
40)—‘Espionage’ (MG). Deanna Dur- 
bin short, ‘Every Sunday,’ adding to 
buildup for nice $5,000. Last week, 
Light’ (FN) closed a 


big 


ms 
bea 





TOPS LVILLE 


Louisville, March 9. 
‘On the Avenue’ is accounting for 
some brisk biz at the Rialto. ‘Only 


Brown reopened Friday (5) with 


ge 3 : 
week at $4,000. First week ; Gangerous Number’ (MG), 


stand-out. Lent is largely the rea- 
son for the hold-overs. 


Fine $9,000, Montreal 


TY 


Earth’ ‘Horizon’ Cut Into Philly BO. 
Jesse Owens, Plus ‘Jury,’ N.C. $12,000 


| Pe ea een 

Philadelphia, March 9. 
With two roadshow pix putting on 

splurge campaigns and getting plenty 


| of attention, it is only natural that 
| some of the other downtown houses 
| are going to suffer. A couple of light- 


on straight pix with two houses re- | 


weight films aren't helping the gen- 


| eral average of biz any, although the 


| and Saturday. 


two houses with stage entertainment 
got some box-office activity Friday 
Fact that neither has 


| vaude on Sunday cuts their chances 


| suffering from matinee trouble. 


Biz generally, however, is better 
than this time last year. 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50) 
—Wings of Morning’ (20th) (6th | 


week). Biz mostly on word-of-mouth | 


buildup. Looks like very good | 
$5,000, after $6,000 last week. 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—Camille’ 


(MG) (3rd week). Crowds still pack- 
ing in, and $6,000 gross assured, after 
very good $7,500 last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘When | 
You're in Love’ (Col) and ‘Woman in 
Distress’ (Col). Oke over week- 
end and looks like $9,000, very good. 
Last week ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) 
and ‘Clarence’ (Par) $7,500, good. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Career 
lair houses 
5 - of $10,000. Last week 
‘Breezing Home’ (WB) and ‘Holy 
Terror’ (20th), with Francis Lederer | 
in person, $14,000, very good. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—’Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Outcast’ (Par). | 
Probably around $6,500. Last week | 
‘Women of Glamour’ (Col) andj 
‘Devil's Playground’ (Col), good at 
$5,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Helene’ (2nd week). Still 
doing well and should gross good 
$2,000 after $2,500 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
34)—‘Club de Femmes’ and ‘Minuit | 
Le 7.’ Holding up well for Lent at 
$4,000. Last week ‘27 Rue de La 
Paix’ and ‘Coeur de Gueux’ $4,500, 
very good. 





Woman (WB ang unit. 








which was in mar- 


quee lights when the Ohio River 


Maestro Benny has had a great deal of experience dealing with young | qd -ided to give this town a wetting. 


things at the Pennsylvania hotel. 


Young things, whether with a quarter | Repairs are completed, from stage to 


for the Paramount before 1 o’clock, or the price of a cover charge and a | front sidewalk, and the house is now 
fruit lemonade at the Pennsylvania grillroom, are the same things under | back in the running. 


their skins. 
reserve. 

So good old Benny Goodman and his cohorts gave it to them, each in 
his own particular way. Maestro Benny's face got very red with grati- | 
tude and beatific modesty, letting his clarinet have it. Teddy Wilson 
did not yield one thread of his customary austerity as he clipped the 
keys pure and clean. Lionel Hampton pulled them to the edge of their 
seats hammering at his vibraphone amidst eddies of acute rhythmic sus- 
pense. Gene Krupa, in clear-cut, consistent tempo, went nuts. They 
swung. (Swang?) They were madmen making sense. 

Nor was there missing, on this illustrious and ecstatic occasion of Benny 
Goodman’s opening at the Paramount, that most persistent companion of 
swing—the note of controversy. Though the theatre’s executives were 
enchanted with what they saw, heard, and were told were even now 
waiting "way around the corner four abreast, though the audience inside 
were responding with a fervor and a generosity and a gratefulness that | 
showed they were touched from head through heart to toe, there were 
souls present who found the goings-on deplorable. The intellectuals. It 
was the very abandon of the response that hurt them so. 

For swing, as The Master dishes it, is to be listened to gravely, quietly, | 
worshipfully. It is to be enjoyed with the mind, not the emotions. There 
must be silence to hear it: the contemplative mood to appreciate it. It | 
deserves ascetics, not pagans; scholars, not shallow neophytes who go 
wild at the first primitive roll of the drums. It requires the precipita- 
tion of musical knowledge, or, from the untutored, instincts so sensitive | 
they have the taste to remain mute, recognizing in all its significance a | 
new and glorious spiritual experience. And so the theatre managers, | 
that morning, heard box office. and the audience heard something that | 


They know what they like. And they don’t like it with 


made them bounce in their seats, while the intellectuals heard sacrilege, | 
for it is sacrilege not to be able to hear Benny Goodman because of inter- 
rupting squeals of ignorant delight. 

Not So ‘Lost’ 

The cosiest thing about Shangri-la, the Utopia of ‘Lost Horizon,’ is its 
folksy way of recalling the old neighborhood. A picture fan, loosed within 
its confines, will recognize the old familiar landmarks, the blossom- 
bedecked woods where boy chases girl. the death room with the fluttering 
window curtains past which the soul soars on its way to heaven, the old 
swimming hole where the white-child jungle prince, or princess, brought 
up by lions, leopards or elephants, used to splash, the torchlight procession 
fr \. De Mille, the elegant padded-doors from Metro’s grade A interiors, | 
the white doves of innocence, the ladies’ costumes fitted close across the 
bosom and waist with determined allure, their binding of leopard skin for 
Passion, the comedy relief of the prissy fellow and the mugg, the funny 
man who gets scared at his reflection in a mirror, the shy, shy lovers, the 
clean, clean love. These are home to a picture fan. He's been there 
before. 

A bit of ‘Cabiria,’-a dose of De Mille, a lot of ‘She,’ sure, he knows 
where he’s at. It’s nice to come upon it all together and find it so high- 
toned. 





‘SALEM’ DROOPS 


(P +) and ‘Wild Brian Kent’ (20th) 
split with ‘Wanted, Jane Turner’ 
(RKO) and ‘Join the Marines’ (Rep), 
Cot out with $900, oke. 





Colbert- MacMurray Pie N. G. In 





| ‘College Holiday’ 
| venture in 
| Getting 


| 295-40)\—‘Maid of Salem’ 


Lincoln at $2,300 Lincoln (LTC) (1.600; 10-20-25 )— 
‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘Holy | 
Terror’ (20th). Giving house an- 


Lincoln, March 9. 
‘Maid of Salem’ goes out of the 


Two-for-ones in 
good for about 


other try at duals. 
this hou + always 


Stuart after six days. Headed ior|$2,500. Last week ‘Stolen Holiday’ | 
only $2,800. Grace Moore hangs|(WB) nice mone” at $2,700. : 
on, going into the third week at the Orpheum (LTC) (1,550; 10-15-20- 


Varsity. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15) ‘Law- 
less Nineties’ (Rep) and ‘Without 
Orders’ (RKO), split with ‘Man on 
Flying Trapeze’ (Par) and ‘Bold 


Gardiner’s ‘Viennese Vanities’ 
stage. After three days, a roadshow 
engagement of ‘As You Like It’ (20th) 
for four days, with special rates to 
studes. Week should total about 
$2,609. fair. Last week ‘Black Le- 
gion’ (WB) and ‘Beware of Ladies’ 





Caballero’ (Rep). Unlikely to better 
Last week ‘Big Show’ 


n.s.g. 


25)—‘Midnight Court’ (WB) and Ed | 


on | 


Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) 
(1,509: 15-25-40)—One in Million’ 
(20th). Heading for $2,000, mild. 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ for which seat 


came, has been cancelled and will 
be shown later at regular prices. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
(Par) and ‘Ad- 
Manhattan’ (Col), dual. 
nice play from downtown 
shoppers for okay $1,800. Last week 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Col) and 
‘Polo Joe’ (WB), dual, split healthy 


$2,000 with ‘Winterset’ (RKO) and 
‘In His Steps’ (GN), dual. 
Loew's State (3.000; 15-25-40)— 


‘Only Live Once’ (UA) and ‘Woman 
, in Distress’ (Col), 


ual. Former pic 
stressed, and should ‘pull nice $6,300. 
Last week ‘Mrs. ‘Cheynéy’ (MG), 
slightly below expeetations at $5,400. 

Mary Anderson (¢Libson) | (1,000: 
15-25-40)—‘Green Light’ (WB) (2d 
week). Looks to bring in $2,800, 
okay. Last week not. exciting, but 
better than expected at $3,600. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Top Hat’ 
(RKO) and ‘Don’t Get Personal’ (U). 
dual, split with ‘Affair of Susan’ (U) 
and ‘King of Burlesque’ (20th), dual. 


| Deep cavities in Fourth Street. left- 


overs from the flood, still putting a 
crimp in takings. May do $900, lievht. 
Last week ‘Private Number’ (20th) 
and ‘Maid’s Secret’ (WB), dual. split 


with ‘King Solomon of Broadway’ 
(U) and ‘Ginger’ (20th), dual, av- 


erage $900. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—On Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Off to 
Races’ (20th), dual. 
with socko $9.000. 
Last werk ‘Lloyds’ 
sweet $7.500. 

Strerd (Fourth Ave.) 


and may hold. 
(20th) copped 


(1.500: 
(Par) and 
‘Clarence’ (Par), dual. 
seneral satisfactory takings. Ex 
tations are for $4.000. good. 
week ‘Holv Terror’ (20th) and 
Warning’ (20th). dual, hit nice $3.890. 


yor. 


‘Tair 


EXHIB VS. COL. OVER ‘THEO’ 
New Orleans, March 9. 

United Theatres brought © suit 

against Columbia here claiming ‘The- 


odora Goes Wild’ to be part of their | 


contract for first subsequent run. 

Circuit claims that Columbia had 
no right to sell the film first to other 
theatres. 





(Rep), dual, got oke big at $1,900. 


Stuart (LTC) (1.900: 10-25-40)— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). Not doing 


well and goes only six days. 52,300. 
Last week ‘God's Country’ (WB) was 
pretty nice at 53.400. 

Varsity (Westland) (1.100: 
35).—Third week for Grace Moore's 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col). Prob- 
able average $1,100 for stretch, with 
$1.690 clocked on the week just 
passed. 


Former credited | 


15- | 


Sharin® in| 


Last | 


19-25- | 





‘UGHT FAIR 136 
~ IN DULL CINCY 


| sale was under way when the flood | 


Cincinnati, March 9._ 

Balmy weather over weekend di- 

| verted traffic from 

causing a noticeable 

‘Green Light’ is the b. 0. champ cur- 

rently, beckoning fair $13,000 for the 

Albee. Next best pic draw is ‘Sea 
Devils,’ $10,500 at Palace. 

Vaudefilm Shubert, with ‘Wings of 
Morning’ and Gus Arnheim band 
heading stage line-up, is tugging a 
normal $12,500 following last week’s 


draw. 
Estimates for This week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Green 
Light’ (WB). Fair $13,000. Last week, 
‘Mrs. Cheynev’ (MG), big $17,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42 )—-‘Mrs. 
Cheyney’ (MG) (2d run). Good 
$5.500. Last week. ‘Avenue’ (20th) 
(2d run), fair $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Ellis 
Island’ (Ind) and ‘Man of People’ 
(MG), divided. Okay $2,300. 





flict’ (U). snlit. big $2,600. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Smart 
Girls’ tU) (3d run). Nifty $3,600. 
Last week. ‘Lloyds’ (20th) (3d run), 
mild $2.500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40) 
‘Only Live Once’ (UA). Good $5.500 
Ditto last week on ‘Great O'Malley’ 


(WB). 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 35-42)—‘Jungle 
Princess’ (Par). Fair $4,500, Last 
| week, ‘Smart Girls’ (U) (2d run), 
| eivht davs. $6.500, swell. 
Palace (RKO) (29.600: 35-42)—‘Sea 
| Devils’ (RKO). Fair $10.500. Last 
week, ‘You're in Love’ (Col), so-so 
$8.500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.200: 40-60)— | 
‘Wings of Mornine’ (20th) and Gus 


Arnheim band. Okay $12.500. Last 
week, ‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) and 
Sally Rand revue: it was Miss Rand’s 
first Cinev date and she romped to 
ne r-capacitv $18,000. 

Taft (Ind) (2.500: 35-42) 
tered’ (Ind). Holdin over for five 
day: to Thursday (11). Took a big 
drop Sunday (7) on first day of extra 
run. May get $3.000 on the five davs 
| disanpointing after whiz-bang $10,500 
on first seven days. 
| Strand ([nd) (1.300; 15-25)—‘Can 
| This be Dixie’ (20th) and ‘Born to 
| Dance’ (MG). revivals. snlit. All right 
| $1.800. Last week. ‘Allah’ (UA) and 
| ‘One-Wav Passage’ (WB), split, av- 
| erage $1,700. 


‘Clois- 


Mattoli in H’wood 
Hollywood, March 9. 
Mario Mattoli, cxecutive with 
Cines Films. Rome, is ogling the 
| studios on the Coast. 
He plans to spend about 10 days 
here befure returning to Italy. 


of higher weekly figures. 
‘Good Earth’ at Locust been 
but 
its evenings have been close to capa- 
city. Location of house probably af- 
fects femme afternoon trade. ‘Lost 
Horizon’ opened Sunday night (7) at 
Chestnut and got plenty of critical 
bouquets. House location is better. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘Salam’ 
(Par). Ending second week tonight 


has 


| (Tuesday) and getting at least part of 
| third. Headed for $9,500 this week 
| after first week's nice $12,500. 


Arcadia (600: 25-40-50)—'No Man 
of Her Own’ (Par). Revival of old 
| Gable film doing mild $2,300. Last 


week, ‘Mind Your Own Business’ 
(Par) (2d run), mediocre $2,100. 
Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘You're in 
Love’ (Col). Grace Moore pic riding 
to fair $12,000. Last week. ‘Green 


| Light’ (WB), got so-so $7,500 in five 


days of second week. 

Chestnut (1.500: 50-75-$1-$1.50)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Opened road- 
show engagement Sundav night. 

Earle (2,000: 25-40-55)—'On the 
Jury’ (RKO) and Jesse Owens head- 
lining vaude. Poor $12,000 indicated. 
Last veek, ‘Dangerous Number’ 
(MG) and vaude. Yacht Club Boys 
helped boost gross to nice $16,000. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-75 )—‘Readv. Will- 
ing and Able’ (WB) and stage show. 


Everett Marshall headliner. Fair 
$13,500 figured. Last week, ‘John 
Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and_ stage 


show, poor $12.000. 

Karlton (1,000: 25-35-40)—‘Menade’s 
Woman’ (Par) (2d run). So-so $2,500. 
zast week, ‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d week) 
(of 2d run), neat $2,900. 


os 


Keith’s (2,000; 30-49-50) — ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) /2¢ run). Okay $3.900 
expected. Last week, ‘Only Live 


Once’ (UA) (2d run), $1,700, weak, 


|i" six days. 


{ 





jam-up biz on Sally Rand’s personal | 


Last 
week ‘Join Marines’ (Ren) and ‘Con- 


Locust (1.300; 50-75-$1-$1.50 )\—‘Good 
Earth’ (MG). Now in third week and 
doing very well evenings, but mati- 
nees a little light. Second week got 
$15,500 

(3,700: 


Stanley 40-55)—‘Love_ Is 


cinema center, | News’ (20th). Ends tonight (Tuesday) 
dent in receipts. | With $14,000, good, indicated, Gets a 


few more davs. Last week. ‘Mrs. 
Cheyney’ (MG) fair $8,000 in five day 
second week. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Espion- 
age’ (MG). Good notices and 86.500 
figured. Last week, ‘Devil’s Play- 
ground’ (Col), better than expected 
| at $6,000. 


Se 


BUFF. BIZ G°0D: 
LIGHT; $16,009 





Buffalo, March 9. 

Takings at the downtown houses 
are maintaining a good level, with 
‘Green Light’ at the Buffalo leading. 

Estimates for Th’s Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600: 30-40-55)— 
| ‘Green Light’? (WB). Good word-of- 
mouth helping this one to okay %15,- 
000. Last week, ‘Maid of Salem?’ 
(Par), good for $15,200. 

Century (Shea) (3.400: 25-35)— 
‘Bulldog Drummond Escapes’ (Par) 
and ‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB). Average 
$7,500. Last week, ‘About to Die’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB), 
nice $7,900. 

Great Lakes (Shea) 
| —Only Live Once’ 
do fair $8,000. Last week, ‘Avenue’ 
(20th) (2nd week), better than ex- 
pected at $7,400. 


(3.400; 30-59) 
(UA). Should 


Hipp (Shea) (2.400; 25-40)— 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and ‘Man 
Who Could Work Miracles’ (UA). 


Looks to do fair $7,500. Last week, 
i ‘Sea Deviis’ (RKO) and ‘Career Wo- 
man’ (20th), fair $7,700. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400: 25-35)— 
‘Head Over Heels in Love’ (GB) and 
‘Conflict’ (U). Headed for fair $2%,- 
000. Last week, ‘When You're in 
Love’ (Col), excellent $11,000. 





Harry Sherman's ‘March’ 

‘The Dead March,’ a new compita- 
tion of official war scenes, rights lo 
which are controlled by Harry Sher- 
man, former union official and Para- 
mount executive, has been con- 
tracted for the entire Minnesota 
Amusement chain in the Northwest 
by John Friedl and L. J. Ludwig. 
Boake Carter did the narration and 
| Erno Rapee the musical > 

The Northwestern 
first for the picture. 


score. 


dates are the 
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Best Short Subject Best Performance y 

in Color of 1935 fl 

VITAPHONE’S BETTE DAVIS | 

“GIVE ME LIBERTY’ in WARNER BROS.’ € by 

2-reel ‘Broadway Brevity’ ‘Dangerous’ “é I 

in Technicolor Soon in ‘Marked Woman’ tiie r 
ACHIEVEMENTS! 
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LOST HORIZON 


Columbia release of Frank Capra produc- 
tion Stars Ronald Colman. Features Jane 
Wyatt, John Howard, Margo, Thomas 


Miniature Reviews 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
United Artists release of an Alexander 
Korda-lLondon Film presentation and Erich 





FIRE OVER ENGLAND | 
| 


Mitehell, Sam Jaffe, E. E. Horton, Isabell Pommer production. Directed by Willinm P : P i ‘ 
Jewell, H. B. Warner, Directed by Capra. | K Howard. Features Flora Robson, Lau- Lost Horizon (Col). A long 
Sereen play, Robert Riskin, from James | rence Olivier, Leslie Banks, Vivien Leigh. Capra production wit:. Colman 
Hilton's nevel of same name. Camera, | Raymond Massey, ‘ramara Desni, Morton |! ae : rae G 
Josepn Walker; aerial photography, Elmer | selden | Based on novel by A. EL Mason: starred. Prestige picture, but 
Dyer special cumera — effects, . Roy | adaptation, Clemence Dane, Sergei Nolban- also good boxoffice. 
Davidson, Ganahl_ Carson; technical ad- lov; camera, Jumes Wong Howe, music, | ‘Fire Over England’ (UA). 
visor, Harrison Forman; score, Dimitri Richard Addingell. At Radio City Musie | ee 
Tiomkin; musical direction, Morris Stoloff; | Hall, N  Y., week March 4, "37. Running | Well done British made drama- 
editor. Gene Haviick; art, Stephen Goosson: | time, 88 mins. tization of a dark period in the 
costimes, Ernst Dryden, At Giobe, N. Y., | Queen Elizabeth.............. Flora Robsen | ‘ : . 
for twice daily run, commencing March 3, | Philip of Spain........... Raymond Massey reign of Queen Elizabeth. If it 
"37 ut S220 top. Running time, 125 mins. | Leicester,.........eeee eee ees Leslie Banks | had marquee strength would 
Robert Conway.... -Ronald Colman ! Michael...........ccecee Laurence Olivier | ° 
SS eS Edward Everett Horton | Cynthia........-. Soe Vivien Leigh stand excellent chance, but that 
CANE. eee e eee ccc e eee eeeee H. 1 Warner Burleigh......e..ceesseeeeee - Morvton Selten ‘if’ too tough to overcome over 
SOMATA... eee ee eeee eee eee tenes pRUG WFR | MOR. 25 ck aciisces ... Tamara  Desni | her 
Seen, EWI. 245 ces 6.2 04968400885 Sam Jaffe | Sir Richard . f.yn Harding ere. 
Maris sete ete ween eeeee cos coco MACQO | (pegory.......00. 0 ..George Tiirlwell | ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). Col- 
George Conw P .. John Howard Spanish Amb: lon Henrv Oscar - a sp iei Mis ; i 
Barnard ba Thomas Mitchell | pon Mizue okans Standall bert-MacMurray as a team the 
Gloria Isabel Jewell | Dan Pedro Robert Newton only hope. Weak and slow saga 
Lora Gainsfore , i ‘ Hugh Buckler Don E atysat : Donald Calthro; aris wate # ae rity 
Prime Ministe ; David Torrence | admiral Valdez ashen Cavlet of early New England witch 
“ - craft 
’ . : his is a handsomely mounted and ‘Nancy Steele Is Missing’ 
‘Lost Horizon’ is Columbias pro-|, T : team harcamdenci te Pec . . - k 
; ' forcefully dramatic glorification of (20th). Strong anc. good prison 
: r “ost the com- . —— mas pens 4 ‘ 
duction topper. It will ¢ rst Queen Bess. It holds a succession melodrams Gtare Victor Mé- 
pany $2,500,000 by the time every- | of brilliantly played scenes, a wealth 7. aides Sates tase Walter 
This Capr: *hoice iction, pointed excerpts Binge , 2 
thing is charged in. This Capra pro- = oe Beig rors - ) peat P , Connolly. A money picture. 
> ae 0 NLS story a a se S 1 : -s fe E z 
duction is box office all the way, but impressive tableaux. What it hasn't ‘The Great O’Malley’ (WB). 
that’s a tough nut to crack. got is Main Street appeal. Film Familiar sentimental police 
Apart from Capra’s direction, with | should bring much — gee ny theme. Little action or appeal. 
: : > . “b; ‘lass spots, ia J ‘Rria 1 i 
Colman starring and a strong sup- | but, outside of the urban class sj Stars Pat O’Brien and Hum 
. ‘ ‘ ; _ , | business will be stubborn. shrew Roane 
porting cast, ‘Lost Horizon’ packs a ‘Fire’ proves more than a deftly . ‘Lo Is Ne ’ (20th). N 
j ster ; : > sa | 40V s I ys? (2 ‘ 2WS- 
marquee wallop to sustain the ster-  pictorialized segment of English his- ove 4s fens pe ms 
' “y ro} ; Flor: : ‘ aper yarn with a new twist. 
ling Robert Riskin adaption of James | tory. It projects Flora Robson in a par yar th 
a is tatbnae conception of the British regent Fast moving comedy and good 
ee ots the ingredients which holds the imagination. Her cast names. Surefire. 
‘sly and in combination, that| Keen aptitude in _ dovetailing the ‘Women of Glamour’ (Col). 
sing a i é hs : col ee Ra es et va 
where credulity mayhaps rears pial postage = \ . cane sie Routine triangle between Mel- 
. : ature akes a s ceystone for nari re. : 
its practical head, audiences will be a oe Beers si a Son e! vyn Douglas, Virginia Bruce 
. 5 “¢ uc yn. 3 
carried away by the histrionic illu. Aation ranges from cumbersomely and Leona Maricle with help- 
$j sk ‘ sener: ollywood a ag ; “ : . *king , oink 
sion, skill and general Holl: dull to sharp, hardhitting flashes of ful comicking by Reginald 


legerdemain which have so effective- 
ly captured the best elements in this 
saga of Shangri-La. 


Denny and Pert Kelton. Light- 
weight. 
‘Parole Racket’ (Col). Swiftly 


excitement. Picture has no easy | 
time getting started, mainly due to} 
emphasis of historical facts. Where 


Art Director Stephen Goosson a eres Hh ose “ Pe grees 
rates bends. as do Riskin and the Joe | Director William K. Howard seems|| moving melodrama of parole- 
Walker lensing. Also Elmer Dyer’s to get in his most telling dramatic || pangster combine: strong dual 

eis | hot gravh age Oy sunplemen- effects are the sequences which build | fave . 
eee ene 06 ates ae. Sahn PE Roy | UP to Laurence Olivier’s undoing as | fe _ ; 
tary special camera effects by E. Roy | 1. pisjich spy and his subsequent | Outcast’ (Par). Good action 
Davidso d Ganahl Carson: the an Engiis spy anc is § seq s 2 

| tele cong eer _— ‘ok by Ernst | ¢Scape. the Queen’s confronting of | melodrama, with Warren Wil- 

>» ie . - Tee : ~ s . | s ; 
aeevetive sommes, Sts cine wd ~ n, | her coterie of exposed betrayers and | liam, Lewis Stone and Karen 
Dryden; the crack interpretive score ; 3 te layealatinas 

: All these | the burning of the Spanish armada. Morley. Swell dual bolsterer. 


by Dimitri Tiomkin. par 


the major contributions of the play- Although his is an effective job 


The 
throughout. Howard appears to have | 


‘Midnight Court’ (WB). 


re ol ’ ith fi straint, con- been awed by the dignity § and| hot ted days ors guar pte ° 
acer + ge ots a _ t the for- | Solemnity of the subject. Result is | romantic = sidelight. ualel 
ea di ¥ cook tethien vay "th th Ar- | that the film is overboard on pomp | with good exploitation possibili- 
Sign CIPLOMAS TAHUNE In Wi - | and circumstances and too often ties. Ann Dvorak for a mar- 


cadian idyll that he beholds in the 
Valley of the Blue Moon. This Par- 
adise-on-earth is gotten across as re- 
gards its practicability. 

Sam Jaffe is capital as the ancient 


light on drama. quee name. 
Sprightly plied are the romantic | ‘Dangerous Number’ (Metro). 
| passages. It's a two-cornered play Comedy drama that's pretty 
for Olivier. First object of his de- good fun for the twin bills. 








portment is his childhood sweet- | 
| heart and lady-in-waiting to the | 
queen, perduasively treated hy Viv- | ray are favored by the script. Prac- 
to the Utopian philosophy of the | lis other idyllic mo-/ tically a walk-through for the for- 
community ~ oe D aaded His | ments bring him in contact with the | mer, an orphaned Puritan maiden. 
credo, that the meek shall truly in- | d@ushter of a Spanish nobleman. As 
herit the earth after all the worldly | = ge teapot bo a a 
strife is over, just skirts any religio- | DXCMGS @ compound of charm anc 
politico parables. | sympathy which rates her as a/| to make the love interest important. 

As H. B. Warner (the venerable | Standout personality bet. | Not far from giggles is the manner 
Chang and oldest disciple of the | Leslie Banks as the Earl of! in which MacMurray rides up at the 
High Lama) expounds it, the peace- | Leicester, ever faithful to the queen, 


ful valley's philosophy of moderation | Will win appreciation. Another per-| the gallows. Best scene comes when 
in work, food, drink, pleasure, ac- | formance which makes itself notable | Miss Colbert defends herself against 
quisition and all other earthly wants, | ‘8 that by Morton Selten, as — ; | th , ' 
is cannily scripted for audience ap- | 28¢d but tensely loyal treasurer and | trial fighting for her life. 

peal. Whether the auditor wills it or | mentor to Her Majesty. The dour, | Casting is generally good. but film 
not, he is immediately captured by | brooding Spanish king, Philip, i8| takes too much time getting no- 
the punchy verbiage. Whether it's | Sketched with precision by Raymond | where. Char. 
Hilton’s original or Riskin’s celluloid — =e ara ear 

transmutation, the scripting contri- ire Over England seeks to re- 


: : cin ol re _| capture that chapter of the Eliza- | sees 
gall: gage oe ener arene bethan era which found England | Nancy Steele Is Missing 


Belgian priest who first founded 
Shangri-La some 300 years ago—a 


Methusaleh who is still alive, thanks t> Leigh. 





setts. Both the story and Lloyd fail 





as the! the witch hysteria which has her on | 


j 
| 


| self to payment for the snatch he 


executed years back. Opening as a 
bully and an anti-war crusader, who 


| inveighs so strongly against the re- 
|! eent world conflict that he is mis- 


| ite waiter. Without wasting time yarn 


taken for being pro-German, in the | 
end McLaglen’s character is that of 
a tamed and tired man. 

Story starts on a visit by McLaglen 
to friends with whom he caches a 
baby supposedly his. It is, in fact. 
the daughter of a rich munitions man 
at whose club McLaglen is the favor- 


goes to work on McLaglen, sending 
him up the river for socking a no- 
body. Once in prison, he is heckled 
into a fight and given life for ap- 
parently precipitating a prison break 


/in which many lose their lives. These 


| gether 


scenes are extremely well handled. 
In prison McLaglen is thrown to- 
with Peter Lorre who learns 
that McLaglen is the kidnapper of 
the famous Nancy Steele. Latter 


grows up believing McLaglen to be 
her father and as. these two grow 
more fond of each other. Lorre is 


| trying to cross McLaglen by collect- 


| imparting to 


MacMurray. a Virginia rebel, is hid- | 
ing out with an uncle in Massachu- | 


finish to rescue Miss Colbert from | 





| the finale as well as paving the way 


Any attempt to synopsize the deli- sorely beset by Spain. The queen srrentith Costury Fos, release of Nun- 

\ | knows that among her courtiers are | nally Johnson production: Stars Victor Me- 
cate theme of fantasy and Anglo- | th . _ t ih inst in Laglen, Walter Connollt, Peter Lorre 
Oriental adventure cannot, of course, | HOS Conspiring to se gy | Features June Lang. Rovert Kent, Shirley 
approximate the cinematic unfolding, | the Spanish monarch, but she can-| Deane. | Directed hy . George Marshall. 
Yet it's a cinematic theme that lends | NOt put her finger on them. When | Story, Charles Francis Coe; adaptation, 
: s 1a rds things look their worst. the impetu- Gene Fowler and Hal Young: film editor, 
itself to extended prose discussion | aly ye ecto, fF Jack Murray; camera, Edward Cronjager. 
and analysis—which, of course, in | 9US Soldier-spy, Olivier, springs the | at Rivoli, N. ¥., week March 6, '37. Run: 

practical translation to the b.o. must | information and finds himself put to | ning time, 86 mins. 

eventuate into an advantage. As a| 2 further test by his queen. He | Dannie 0'Neill......... ++. Vietor McLaglen 
a ’ ace. . leads an incendiary night attack on | Michael Steele. .....-+....Walter Connolly 
critic's theme, press _ postscripts | ’ a * 8 , Profeesor StUrm..cccoccsccesses: Peter Lorre 
should enhance audience interest. the Spanish armada, massed off the | sheiia (Neill. .....eseeeees eee June Lang 
Running over two hours, it speaks ag ae — deta toa , Jiminle Ww Enns astonshsdene + GMONt une 

: c in ‘ ‘ James Howe ongs ROG Ory | oe “rae oPeeesss _OMrley L7eane 
voluminously for the picture that is . prime patellar Belge red film Harry Wilkins......ccee....John Carradine 
this heavy footage is the least no- | * Od *| Mrs. Flaherty......... pitas. Jane Darwell 
ticeable factor. Considering the | dec Dan Mallon.... peeveseesese Frank Conroy | 
sometimes fragile moments, it’s that i cai alate age Hh unscntcnichdaoe pe etiaaa dl ns 
much more to the combined credit of , — dnasanl abe aaa eis abies ane Richmond 
- a ee ete cones ine Richmond 

the artificers and cast. MAID OF SALEM Miss Hunt. .....eeeeeeee, Margaret Fielding 
An original intent of making this Paramount release of Frank Tieyd pre. | Decter on Farm...... ‘De Witt Jennings 


a flashback theme has been side- duction. Stars Claudette Colbert and Fred —_ 


stepped. Instead of opening in the bryan: he _Featuren Harvey Stevhens, A hard hitting prison melodrama 
: tile Sondergaard, Louise Dresser, FE. Ce : 

London club and harking back to the (live. Directed by Frank Lloyd. stors, Of the modern school built around 
Tibetan background of the Colman | Bradley King: adaptation, Walter Ferris, three strong performers. Victor Mc- 
adventure, it opens vigorously in| Bradley King, Durward Grinstead; film | Laglen, Peter Lorre and Walter 
Baskul, showing the English ed Brg oe age camer ee fesse | Connolly. Two fisted material for 
munity evacuating under the on- | Running time, 85 mins. gigas " “which the boxoffice potentialities 
slaught of Chinese bandits. The last | Barbara Clarke........... Claudette Colbert | Should be strictly okay. 

plene out throws Colman together | Reg-r Coverman........-. ree MacMurray This Charles Francis (Socker’) 
with the fussbudget archaeologist | yin ding s+ ey en’ | Coe story. ably adapted by the team 
(Horton), the Ponzi plumber | Elen Clorke...... 0.0.00... Louise Dresser | Of Gene Fowler and Hal Young, is a 
(Mitchell) the ailing waif of the | Nathan'el Goode.......... ..EKdward Ellis | moving piece of screen literature. It 
world (Jewell), and Colman’s screen | Xabby Goode... - sss Virginia Wei. | is distinguished by inspired manage- 
brother (well played by John How- | Thomas Mzeklal Bilge... 0. Be he vie | ment of plot, situations and dialog. 
ard, who looms as a screen comer | Timothy Clarke........... Hennie Hartlett | In less accomplished hands, the story 
more than ever before). It's in | —— might have suffered from the banality 
Shenvri-La that Jane Wyatt so vig- ‘Maid of Salem’ is slow starting. which is so dangerous a pitfall to 
orously establishes herself as Col- | sets a little exciting and then drags! prison tales of the type. It could 
m2n’s vis-a-vis, looking decidedly | badlv again to its ending. Picture easily have also been jeopardized by 
comely and handling her romance | suggests a hard pull for even average over writing. but the Fowler-Youns 
opportunities wiih definite under- | grosses. combination has exercised restraint 
standing. Margo is also to the fore Historical background is that of in telling the story. They permit the 
and, of course, H. B. Warner as. witchcraft of earlier New Eneland. action to do the work and for pic- 
Chen. The riakeun of Jaffe as the Presence of the Colbert-MacMurray tures there is no better formula. 
Hien Lama ts another notable ele- | team is film’s best bet for werd of With such a scrint Nunnally John- 
ment. Walier Connolly also played | mouth isn’t going to help. son was well equipped to complete 


the same role. with Capra finally ce- 
cisine on Jaffe’s interpretation. In 
a minor bit, the late Hugh Buckler 
stonds out. 

‘Lost Horizon’ can take its place 
with the best prestige pictures of the 


Flicker is longer then need be. vet 
were it cut it is improbable that the 
result would be any better. There 
isn’t enough that’s dramatic and im- 
pelling to have made closer cutting 
helo much. 


the good production he has turned 
gut. George Marshall, who directed. 
has palpably gotten everything out 
of the scenario. He pilots a fine cast 
with force and a sense for drama 
that holds as they unfold 20 vears of 


ing the ransom which has stood for 
years for the return of Steete’s 
daughter. By this time. also. Mc- 
Laglen is working for Steele. At the 
finish he upsets Lorre’s scheme. tu«n- 
ing the girl over to Steele. McLaglen 
goes back to jail, refusing to see the 


| girl again, and picture ends as Mc- 


Laglen is once more helplessly peer- 
ing through the bars. 

Lorre shades his performance for 
full worth and is always impressive. 
Connolly plays the father of the girl, 
the role the human 
interest it is intended to hold. The 
girl is June Lang. Ovposite her for 
love interest, to which little impor- 
tance is given, is Robert Kent. Shirley 
Deane is the girl Lorre tries to pass 
off on Steele as his missing daughter 
—a good type. 

Settings are impressive and the 
photography superior. McLaglen’s 
fine makeup in the later stages of the 


| picture is among the things that 
count. Char. 
, 
The Great O’Malley 

Warner Bros. production and release 
Stars Pat O’Brien and Humphrey Bogart. 
Features Ann Sheridan, Frieda Inescort, 
| Donald Crisp, Sybil Jason. Directed by 
William Dieterle. Story, Gerald Beaumont: 
screenplay, Milton Krims and Tom Reed: 
film editor, Warren Low; camera, Ennest 
| Haller At Strand, N. Y., week March 5, 
37. Running time, 70 mins. 
Peet. Ge MOMGNON .cccscncecwacs Pat O'Brien 
Barbara Phillips........ ...Sybil Jason 
fe ER ee ee Humphrey Bogart 
Se, | SRN cdi 4a 06668 bs Frieda Inescort 
SOGy FUGIOMs cesta cisoceasiend Ann Sheridan 
Cavtain Cromwell..... o06ceess oman Crisp 
Attorney for Defense........Henry O'Neill 
Mrs. O’ Malley........ ecoeees- Maury Gordon 
Mra. Fiaherty...ccccccccess. mabel Colcord 
Father Patrick...ccccccees- Frank Sheridan 
Miss Taylor..... eccceceoss- lillian Harmer 
TODO occ crcccdceccescesons Delmar Watson 


Br, BAMTOGMs ccc ccecdcoce 


One of Hollywood's pat formulas 
for cop pictures, but with less action | 
than usual. Box offices, with the 
possible exception of the _ lesser | 
duals, will reflect its general weak- | 
ness. 

Stuuio gives Humphrey Bogart his 
initial star billing with this film: 
apparently a reward for his work in 
‘Black Legion.’ His running mate 
here is Pat O’Brien. No fault of | 
either that this film shoots wide of 


its mark. A plot that has been re- | 
done much too much is the chief | 
drawback. 


It is the tough hibernian police- 
man theme, with plenty of brogue, 
and the eventual softening of the. 
copper when a kid creeps into his 
heart. In this instance the tot is, 
Sybil Jason, who delivers as a 
crippled slum-child. It’s her father 
(Bogart), whom O’Brien forces into 
criminal activities and later tries to | 
befriend, after first getting a famous 
surgeon to straighten out the kid's 
leg. Fact that O’Brien gets shot by 
Bogart is an added tear-jerker for 


for the romantic finish with school- 
marm Ann Sheridan. 

William Dieterle has made a vali- 
ant attempt to overcome the screen- 
plays weaknesses in his direction. 
but no could do. There's practically | 
no action for the first 40 minutes, 
and subsequent footage hardly is in | 
the very exciting class. If anvthing. 
picture depends almost wholly on 
the appeal of moppet Jason. 

Performances as a whole are good. | 

Scho. 


TSAR TO LENIN 


(FOREIGN NEWSREELS) 
Released by Lenauer International Films 


Collected and produced by Herman Axe}- 


bank, Edited and compiled by Max Eust 
man At Filmarte, N, Y.. week Magch 
6, 37. Running time, 67 mins. 


(Silent, with English Commentary) 

An astonishing and excellent com- 
pilation of film footage showing ac- 
tual events from 1914 until 1920. 
the years that shaped the downfall 
of Russia’s ruling autocracy under 
Tsar Nicholas II and the eventual 
rise to suoreme power of the Soviet 
Union. But limited to the arties 
principally. 

Some shots were taken by the late 
Tsar himself or his royal photog. 
some by Soviet filmers. those em- 
ployed by the German General Staff 
during the war, staff photogs with 
the English, American, Japanese and 
French armies of Occupation. war 
correspondents and private persons. 

Three years ago Laurence Stal- 
lings collected some celluloid of the 


|, Wer as fought on the western front. 


indusiry. It is also a cinch for Nature of the material as gathered highly interesting circumstances. 
money, but with such an overhead | by Lloyd and his writers. four hav- For McLaglen. wiiose performance 
Columbia cen call Capra a miracle | ing labored at typewriters on it. may. is outstanding. this feature nrovide 
mon, as well as ‘genius.’ if this one be necessarily slow since an imnor- him with his best opportunity since 
gei- out from under. However. ‘Hori- | tant part of the job is to build up | ‘The Informer.’ He is again a com- 
zon’ will undoubtedly do much for | characters and background. Whether manding character as he moves 
the siudio’s program and therein is | necessary or not, the slowness is through the vears from a kidnanner- 
the presumed, jystification , of the , ‘atal, i : ; _.. | Waiter and bully, to prison pnd final | 
—- “T* Abel! Neither Miss ‘Cotber't nor’ MacMuy- 


ee ae ~ eg 


and "OX released it as ‘The First 


reggnemtion when he resigns hun; ¢ Wong Wer. This present collégtion | 
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'20 Mins. 


R. C. Music Hall, N. Y. 
RKO-Radio 
Release for March doesn't wn- 
cover anything of spectacular note. 


,It has one item that should prove 


provocative of either jeers or ap- 
plause and that the reel’s treatment 
of the problems which have come 
with post-repeal. After relating how 
the distillers hired W. Forbes Mor- 
gan, ex-treasurer of the Democratic 
National Committee, to do a Will 
Hays at $50,000 a year. the reels 
show the elderly white-ribboners 
still active on the sawdust trail and 
the liquor potters trying to offset any 
substantial resurrection of the pre- 
hibition movement by preaching re- 
strained indulgence. 

Second clip deals with 
ernization that the dictatorship of 
Mustapha Kemal has brought to 
Turkey. It’s a blatant piece of tom- 
toming in the Ataturks’ behalf and 
reveals some neat skirting of the is- 
sue. The other side of the case is 
not even hinted. The bit glorifies 
the dictator’s efforts of forcing the 
Turks into the latest models from 
Hart, Schaffner & Marx. and into 
cramming themselves with a Latir- 
ized version of their language. For 
the delinquents, the film shows. 
the hoosegow. 

There’s also something in the reel 


the west- 


it’s 


about the source of swing music. 
Origin is attributed to the original 
Dixieland Jazz Band, which held 


sway in New Orleans about 20 years 
ago. Clip tells how a Victor Record 
scout induced the unit to come to 
New York. In a series of fairly in- 
teresting shots the clip further re- 
lates how Nick LaRocca, leader of 
the band, undertook recently to bring 
the boys together with a view of 
cashing in on the swing fad. Closing 
moment shows most of these old- 
timers give it out in a nitery, with 
Ken Murray doing the m.c. There are 
clips also of Glen Gray ‘(Casa Loma), 
Chick Webb and Stuff Smith ‘Onyx 
Club). Odec. 


HALL JOHNSON SINGERS 
With Clarence Muse 


| 15 Mins. 


Criterion, N. Y. 
RKO-Radio 

Folklore stuff that should get book- 
ings in odd places. Probably would 
be very popular in England for ex- 
ample. Its Dixie reception could not 
be forecast by a Yankee. 

Short is nicely produced and on 
th: highbruw appeal side. That may 
slip it into some of the better houses. 
Cast is 100% Negro, save for a white 
field boss—a jovial gent, not like the 
harsh tyrants described in southern 
literature. 

Opens in cotton fields. Singing 
pickers. Whispers that a romance is 
reaching climax. Knock off work 
for half holiday. Whole Negro com- 
munity unites to build a cabin for 
newly weds. 

Spirituals, cake walk a groaning 
feast at a table in the open, the 
church wedding, the horse and bug- 
gies, all are threaded together in 
simple revelry. Clarence Muse’s fine 
voice ard superb set of ivory teeth 
dominate the proceedings. Quality of 
writing and direction miles ahead 
of short’s average. Land. 





is not destined to enjoy the same 
popularity, but should prove highly 
interesting to any person of normal 
intellect. And there should be a 
large audience for the film on its 
historical value. Will require some 
shrewd selling, however. 

Every event recorded in the pic 
looks authentic, and is arranged in 
order, commencing 
with Russia’s entry into the war, 
its fighting force. 
first revolution which tempested 
Kerensky to the top ruling spot. 
and the second, which catapulted 
Various White armies under 
Denekin, Kolchak and  Wrangel 
fought it out with the Bolshevists 
under Trotsky, with the latter, of 
course, emerging triumphant. 

Sound-track spiel to the silent 
footage is chattered by Herman 
Axelbank; would have been better 
to have used a lecturer with no trace 
of foreign accent. 

Order in which the events are 
placed and the general manner of 
andling ideally catches the labor 


| pains attendant on the birth of the 
| new government in Russia. 


At times 


Axelbank’s wordage is. sneering 


| when explaining the Tsar’s side. a 


bad feature from the standpoint of 
the general public. Another de- 
tracting angle is many repeats of 
footage totally unnecessary and im- 
peding the picture’s flow. Some 
shots are reshown at least five times. 

In shaping up the start of the 
Soviet, Lenin gets top credit. with 
Trotsky touted as his chief helver. 
Stalin doesn’t figure at all. being 
rather a minor member of Partv at 
the time This fact isn’t sitting well 


with Stalinites in the U. S.. as wit- 
ness the fact that the N. Y. Daily 
Worker refuses to carry ads for 
the pic. But in view of Troisky 


looming large in the American press 
at present, his spotting in the film 
should prove a hypo at the b.o. And 
the constant differences between 
Stalinites and Trotskyites will help 
boom the film, among, the com- 
TAY PISS, FSO, 4 i peor Bere 
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LOVE.IS NEWS | 


20th Century-Fox production and release. 


~j roducers Earl Carroll, Haroid 
ayy Stars Tyrone Power, Loretta 


bbw Don Ameche. Directed by Tay 
Garnett. Screen play Harry Tugend, Jack 


Yellen; original story, William R. Lipman, 


*-ederick Stephani; camera, Ernest Palmer. 
at sew. N. Y¥., week March 5, '37. Run- 
ning time, 78 mins, 

Steve LeytOn...--+eeeeeeee e+. Tyrone Power 
Tony GateSON.....eeeeeeeeee Loretta Young 
Martin Camavan....ereeeseees Don Ameche 
Judge Hart...+-+++eee> Slim Summerville 
cyrus Jeffrey...-++-- ...Dudley Digges 







. Walter Catlett 
ses .George Sanders 
Peer re. oe Jane Darwell 


Eddie Johnson.... 
Count de Guyon.. 


CY... 
aoe penis guns 6seeeeiass Stepin Fetchit 
Lois Westcott. ...++-..+--.0- Pauline Moore 
Egbert Eggleston.....++-- Elisha Cook, Jr. 
A. G. Findlay....-+--+++++-- .F rank Conroy 
Kenyon ceeceeereeeeceeeers Edwin Maxwell 
Joe Brady...--++eeeeeees Charles Williams 
LOAD .cccdeccccescecccccess Julius Tannen 
Mike Allegretti.......+++-- George Humbert 
7 D, JoneS.....scececees Frederick Burton 
Bevins Jn ebacevseheaseears Charles Coleman 
Alvord ..ccecereeereeeeceeesees Paul Mey ey 
TeSSI@ cic erccceeeeeseereeeeress Cxrol Tevis 
Motorcycle Officer....-+++seee-+- Ed Deering 





It’s nutty, illogical and impossible, 
but ‘Love Is News’ is grand fun and 
cinch b.o. Actually a newspaper 
yarn with a new twist, yet it isn’t 
the romance that counts; it’s the 
action and interpolated _ business. 
There is plenty of both. That means 

ood direction. 

. Original premise is that Loretta 
Young, an heiress, is tired of being 
show-cased and followed around by 
reporters. So she turns the tables 
on the chief offender. Tyrone 
Power, a reporter, by announcing 
that they are engaged. It makes 
him the butt of the scribes and he 
can’t take it. Then comes the stereo- 
typed realization that it’s the real 
thing, and clinch, for the blow-off. 

Associate producers Earl Carroll 
and Harold Wilson, with the aid of a 
deft script by Harry Tugend and 
Jack Yellen, plus a neat job by 
director Tay Garnett, have evolved 
a fast moving comedy—sprint being 
perhaps an even better word. The 
one flaw is that the film starts 
slowly, first reel being a distinct dis- 
appointment. Also there are the 
usual breaches of city-room pro- 
cedure. But once the film gets go- 
ing these errors are easily over- 
looked. 

Besides the two leads there is Don 
Ameche as the fast talking city edi- 
tor. It’s a good job. Miss Young 
looks and plays well while Power, 
in his first major assignment since 
‘Lloyds of London,’ and in a much 
lighter spot, impresses again. He is 
believable as a reporter, even if 
some of his antics are not. ; 

In support there are a series of 
carefully chosen and _ experienced 
troupers, topped by Slim Summer- 
ville, Dudley Digges, Walter Catlett. 
Stepin Fetchit, Elisha Cook, Jr., and 
Julius Tannen. Kauf. 


WOMEN OF GLAMOUR 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Virginia Bruce and Melvyn Douglas. 
Directed by Gordon Wiles. Story by Milton 
Herbert Gropper, adapted by Lynn Starling 
and Mary McCall, Jr.; camera, Meverell 
Parley and Henry Freulich. At Criterion, 





N. Y.. week March 4, ‘37. Running time, 
ie ins. 

» may ccccstdeseeendenweKas Virginia Bruce 
0 errr rrr rr Torr Melvyn Douglas 
lp s\: SPPECTTTCTTOTT TL Tee Reginald Denny 
CATO). ccccccccecegsececscoces Leona Maricle 
po Pe Leer rre rc tt Pert Kelton 





Featherweight triangle headed for 
the dual round-ups. Improbable 
story with a philosophical ‘soul per- 
fection’ angle oddly out of place as 
the film is handled, although prob- 
ably not bad situation on paper. 

Twe women love Melvyn Douglas. 
One is social (Leona Maricle) while 
other is a rough-and-tumble show- 
girl-golddigger (Virginia Bruce). 
Her love makes the hard-boiled gal 
‘different.’ Floating through this 
not-very-important tussle is a gen- 
tleman drunk (Reginald Denny) and 
a saucy soubret (Pert Kelton). Com- 
edy relief is better than the drama 
and actually helps keep the latter 
plausible. Miss Kelton’s throwaway 
delivery is responsible in particular 
for quite a few giggles. : 

Writing is pretty good at times 
and the picture moves swiftly. Vir- 
ginia Bruce and Melvyn Douglas 
make creditable lovers but the pic- 
ture’s fundamental lack of impor- 
tance despite some okay production 
values, settings, etc., does not make 
it a scoring opportunity for either 
principal. There are gowns and 
dame stuff enough perhaps to make 
the film a fair bet for matinee push- 
ing. and. 


PAROLE RACKET 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Paul Kelly, Rosalind Keith. Di- 
rected by C. C. Coleman, Jr. Screen play, 
Harold Shumate; camera, George Meehan. 





At Central, N. Y., week March 6, ‘37. 
Running time, 62 mins. 
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Those spots which like gangster 
films and fast-action melodramas will 
g0 for ‘Parole Racket.’ To houses 
which demand story substance and a 
certain amount of plausibility, this 
production will only fit in with an- 
other more important feature. 

It seems apparent that the pro- 
ducers turned this out with no in-' 


tention. of making it better than 
casually satisfying ‘B’ grade subject. 
Net results indicate that Director C. 
C. Coleman, Jr., and cast members 
surprised even the producing unit 
execs by rising above the material 
handed them. 

Yarn is typical crime-newspaper- 
police one, finally climbing into an 
elaborate expose of the so-called 
parole racket. Harold Shumate, who 
concocted the story, leaned heavily 
on daily newspaper files to incorpor- 
ate syndicated crime racket and link 
up a trio on the parole board with 
the giant underworld ring. 

Picture depicts a police lieutenant 
who assumes the guise of a pave- 
ment-pounder in order to frame the 
crooks, win their confidence and 
eventually wind up in prison because 
of bribe-taking. It is his operations 
within the gang which eventually en- 
ables him to nab the rig leaders red- 
handed. 

Sheer stupidity of these gang 
chiefs, a fake murder, miraculous 
escapes for the hero and an artificial 
newspaper atmosphere are some of 
incredible things the melodrama fans 
are asked to swallow. Yet it all is 
done with such alacrity and at such 
a swift pace that it is okay. 

Much of plot is unfolded in epi- 
sodic form, gaining considerable mo- 
mentum as a consequence. 

On Paul Kelly’s capablé shoulders 
falls the burden of the acting, re- 
mainder of a well-picked cast serv- 
ing only as figurines. Tale supplies 
opportunity for him to be seen as 
a police boss, then as a cop on the 
beat, later as a convict and finally 
a full-fledged mob operative. He’s 
proficient in all characterizations. 

Rosalind Keith plays opposite as 
the girl reporter. Comely girl who 
strives hard to act like a daily paner 


scribe, with only so-so. results. 
Thurston Hall makes a lusty city 
editor. Gene Morgan and John 


Spacey as the gangster leader look 
and act the parts. Wear. 





GAMBLING TERROR 


Republic release of A. W. Hackel produc- 


tion. Stars Johnny Mack Brown. Features 
Iris Meredith, Charlie King. Directed by 
Sam Newfield. Story, George H. Plympton 
and Fred Myton; camera, Bert Longe- 
necker; editor, S. Roy Luby. At Colonial. 
Lincoln, Neb., dual bill. Running time, 
55 mina, 
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Johnny Mack Brown takes it easy 
in this new Republic print, but gets 
the same results in entertainment 
value as the average. Brown’s soft 
drawl and unruffled manner fit in 
well with a familiar story of the 
southwest invaded with a protection 
racket. Faults of the picture, other 
than formula authorship, are laid 
on the sound and cameramen. 

Great number of westerns and 
indie prints show effects of hit or 
miss photog work, but this is the 
first to include the fender of the 
camera car in one of the running 
shots for about 15 seconds. Sound 
has a blur occasionally. Outside the 
mechanical side being on vacation, 
the performers shot their own gangs 
in the running bits and use pistols 
with effectiveness at ranges of 200 
to 300 yards and around boulders 
at a target out of sight. Brown is 
photoed making a run over the same 
stretch of road five times. 

Bulk of the business is between 
Brown and Dick Curtis, the bad 
apple in the barrel. Iris Meredith 
gets the help of being the only young 
femme entry in the pic frames and 
plays a straight roie straight. Earl 
Dwire is the local Capone who fig- 
ures the protection dues by cows 
instead of steins of beer. 

Film with all its boners will get 
by in its class in pretty fair shape. 

Barn. 


LOVAGIAS UGY 


(‘Affair of Honor’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Feb. 28. 


Allianz production and release. Directed 
by Istvan Szekely. Scenario, Laszlo Vad- 










nay, based on play by Sandor Hunyady; 
music, Fred Markush. Features Zita Per- 
cel, Ella Gombaszogi, Imre Raday, Julius 
Kabos. 

One of rettiest stage come- 
dies of rec ars transformed into 
a well-t t picture. On the 
stage, act revolved around tragi- 


comic figure of an elderly bookkeep- 
er, platonically in love with the 
firm’s typist, who flounders into an 
argument with the boss’ nephew and 
gets his face slapped. Worm turns. 
Bookkeeper wants to fight a duel 
and give up his job, but finds him- 
self handicapped by his age and the 
family he must keep. Nephew, really 
good natured at heart, is only too 
glad to apologize, welcome the old 
man back in the office, and marry 
his daughter. 

In the screen version the young 
people’s love affair gets more prom- 
inence, but Jabos still manages to 
put much drama and humor into his 
interpretation of the bookkeeper. 
Ella Gombaszogi contributes most of 
the fun as a fat typist. Raday is at- 
tractive as the young man. 

One of the better class Hungarian 
pictures, with a good chance of a run 





abroad. Catchy music is one of the 
assets,’ |’ ; Jacobi. 





OUTCAST 


Paramount 
production. Features 
Karen Morley, Lewis Stone. Directed by 
Robert Florey. Screen play, Doris Malloy 
and Dore Schary; from story by Frank R. 
Adams; camera, Rudolph Mate. At Rialto, 
N. Y¥., week March 4, ’37. Running time, 


release of Emanuel Cohen 


Warren William, 






77 mins, 
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Emanuel Cohen and aides have 
taken a Frank R. Adams _ novel, 
‘Happiness Preferred,’ and_ fash- 
ioned it into an emotional melo- 
drama. It’s an action filler of suf- 
ficient merit to class as strong sup- 
port. Smaller houses can use _ it 
alone. Warren William, Karen Mor- 
ley and Lewis Stone, particularly the 
latter, kick in with fine perform- 
ances. 

Fury of a small town mob sweeps 
the film to its climax as a retired 
criminal lawyer matches wits with 
a lynching party. Story is of an 
outcast physician who is hounded by 
an avenging woman to the country 


village where he has fled. She 
thinks the doctor guilty of killing 


her brother’s wife, 
has acquitted him. 

Director Robert Florey has done 
well in devicting the unstrung, mad- 
dened villagers. Otherwise it’s a 
close race for laurels between Lewis 
Stone and Warren William. As the 
surgeon, William does a workman- 
like job, and Stone again is there 
with one of his believable character 
studies. Karen Morley contributes 
an ‘appealing performance as the 
young sister out to avenge her 
brother’s sorrow. Other femme role 
is played by Esther Dale, as a gos- 
sippy boarding house keener, who 
stirs up all the trouble. Hers is a 
vivid study. John Wray, as her hus- 
band, makes a convincing weakling. 
Christian Rub does a nice dialect 
comedy hit, while Jackie Moran is 
also effective. 

Doris Malloy and Dore Schary rate 
praise for an intelligent script and 
crisp dialog. Latter fits each char- 
acter, a mark of splendid writing. 
Rudolph Mate has handled his cam- 
era with judgment, down to a lan- 
tern-waving, train-in-the-snow scene. 


though a jury 


Wear. 
MIDNIGHT COURT 
Warner Bros. production and release. 


Features Ann Dvorak, John Litel. Directed 
by Frank McDonald. Original screen play 
by Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet; camera, 
Warren Lynch; editor, Frank Magee. At 
Palace, N. Y., dual bill, week March 43, 
"37. Running time, 64 mins. 
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Don Ryan, given top credit as the 
author of this story, is a Los Angeles 
reporter specializing in the night 
court, but he probably is not respon- 
sible for the first three letters of the 
title. Midnight is mostly for the 
billboards as more interesting than 
merely Night Court. He probably 
wrote the story to have the Night 
Court hold criminal trials instead of 
merely disposing of the minor cases 
and holding the others for an upper 
court. Maybe’ the practice in Los 
Angeles, but it does not ring true in 
most sectors of the country where 
the night grist comprises minor of- 
fenders. 

Here the court stuff, apart from 
some good local color bits, revolves 
around the stolen car racket as han- 
dled by a large and powerful gang. 
It throws some interesting sidelights 
on hot cars, and the story is written 
to build suspense nicely. Moreover, 
the story is backed by smooth direc- 
tion and some able acting, chiefly of 
the gangster type. Ann Dvorak is 
the only woman to figure in the 
story, and that merely off and on. 
It’s mostly held to the operations of 
the gang headed by Al Kruger, with 
Slim Jacobs as his field marshal. 

Kruger backs a saloon as recruit- 
ing ground for the gang, chiefly the 
younger men who steal the cars. 
There is a police raid and included 
in the haul is Victor Shanley, whom 
Kruger jobbed out of his re-election 
as district attorney. Shanley has 
taken it the hard way and is a down- 
and-outer. In court he defies the 
judge and announces that he is going 
to bring to the aid of the gang the 
same ability he showed as a prose- 
cuting officer. This causes Carol 
O'Neil, his former wife, to seek to 
dissuade him, but to no purpose. 
He is a brilliant trial lawyer and 
keeps the gang clear until Bob Ter- 
rill, a young mechanic. tires of the 
game and drops out. He is bumped 
off because he knows too much, and 
this gets Shanley in bad with Carol, 
who has-taken an interest in the lad. 
He turns on the gang and as. im- 
promptu special prosecutor causes 
their undoing. It is a familiar out- 
line, but here it is handled with fair 
plausibility. 

There are several standout scenes, 
including one in which a stolen car 
is altered before the police can 
break in. and some adroit legal 
twists which are interesting and 
which go far to cover up the gen- 
eral imvlausibility of the story. The 
action alway$ moves forward, though 





not always with speed, and a good 
dialog helps materially. 

Miss Dvorak, as the former wife 
and court reporter, has little to do, 
but does that well enough, with John 
Litel convincing as the former pros- 
ecutor who goes over to the ring, 
only to turn on them in the end. H2 
is forceful and generally aczzeriab e. 
William Davidson and Stan'2y “ields 
as Kruger and his chief kh2nchman 
are decidedly effective, and Carlyie 
Moore, Jr., is not too mawkish as the 
boy who goes astray. The minor as- 
signments are almost uniformly well 
played, though they contribute only 
unimportantly to other than the 
local color. 

‘Midnight Court’ is a B picture 
given an A _ production, but. still 
chiefly for the duals. It can, how- 
ever, be exploited inty a more prof- 
itable investment tha® the average 
second layer. Chic. 


ARSHIN MAL ALAN 


(ARMENIAN) 
(Operetta) 


Films, Ine., production 
release. Operetta directed by Setrag 
tian; music by Serge Houshnareff 
Miami theatre, N. Y., March 5, ‘37 

ning time, 37 minutes. 
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(In Armenian, with English Titles) 

Billed as the first and only Ar- 
menian talking film ever produced 
in the U. S. ,‘Arshin Mal Alan’ is a 
picture play with strange-sounding 
music and songs, and, as such, is not 
likely to interest anyone except, per- 
haps, those hep to the lingo. English 
titles are of some help, naturally, but 
not enough to put this crudely-con- 
ceived production across with out- 
siders. Whole thing is put together 
in a most amateur manner; camera 
work is careless and lighting and 
settings, such as they are, leave 
much to be desired. 

Story, with locale supposedly in 
Persia, has to do with Askiar, son 
of a wealthy merchant, who refuses 
to bide by national customs and al- 
low his mother to choose the girl he 
is to marry. Instead, on the advice 
of his friend, Suleiman, he disguises 
himself as a street peddler and goes 
out into the city singing loudly and 
on the lookout for a suitable maid 
to become his bride. It is not long 
before he meets and falls in love 
with Hallum, daughter of a Bey, and 
theirs is a fine romance set to a 
great deal of monotonous music. 

There is much rather incoherent 
horseplay as parental objections are 
raised, but, at the finish, with Sulei- 
man’s assistance, matters are straight- 
ened out and the film ends up with 
a singing and dancing party, the 
punch finish, which reminds one of 
a Saturday night at Uncle Olaf'’s— 
or the Armenian equivalent. 

Setrag Vartian, who directed the 
picture, acts the leading role with a 
certain amount of gusto. As Arkiar 
he is better than most of the others 
who appear to poor advantage in 
the cramped rug-strewn rooms that 
serve as interior settings. The out- 
side stuff makes no attempt to cre- 
ate the illusion of Persia, looking 
more like Flatbush than anything 
else. The role of the heroine is 
played by Gayoush Sinko, who is 
not bad looking. Her songs, like 
those of the others, suffer from in- 
expert recording. 

Appeal of ‘Arshin Mal Alan,’ if 
any, will be limited to naive Ar- 
menians unfamiliar with modern 
screen fare. The younger generation 
will not go for such an entertain- 


ment misfit, even though it be in 
their native tongue. Rowl, 
DANGEROUS NUMBER 


Metro production and release. Features 


Robert Young, Ann Sothern, Reginald 
Owen, Cora Witherspoon, Director, Rich- 
ard Thorps; from story ‘by Leona Dal- 
rymple; scenarist, Carey Wilson; camera, 
Cedric Gibbons. At the Met, I'klyn., as 
half of double feature program, week, 
Mar. 5-11, °37. Running time, 71 mins. 
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Here is a compact piece of enter- 
tainment, although pretty shallow on 
the drama end. Has sufficient and 
sustained gayety to be reckoned 
pleasing companion on the duals. 
There are some fairly good names 
numbered among the cast for mar- 
quee lighting. 

Story, originally, may have offered 
better possibilities than are realized 
in this picture. Hero is a conven- 
tional and rich young business man 
and the heroine is a glorified show- 
girl. He doesn’t understand her and 
she can’t savvy him, but they wed. 
Aside characters are a skittish stage 
mother of the girl and the lad’s be- 
wiskered and eccentric cousin, Regi- 
nald Owen is the cousin and the best 
thing in the picture. He had to 
choose between cutting off his beard 
or marrying a girl and stuck by the 
brush. 

Robert Young and Reginald Owen 
are burdened with the serious side 
of the plot. Young is the lad who 
can’t avoid the pretty show girl and 
marries her. She’s Ann Sothern, who 
poses prettily at moments. Cora 
Witherspoon is too skittish as stage 
mother. 

Some nifty backgrounds and cam- 
era work’ okay. han. 
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CLARENCE 


Paramount production and release, 
tures Roscoe Karns, Eleanore 
Eugene Pallette, Johnny 
Courtney, Charlotte Wynters. 
George 


Fea- 
Whitney, 
Downs, Inez 

Directed by 





Archainbaud. Screen play by 
Seena Owen and Grant Garrett; based on 
Booth Tarkington's play. Keditor, Arthur 
Schmilt; camera, Ceorge Clemens: musical 
director, Boris Morros; assistant dire ‘tor, 
Joseph Lefert. At Paramount. Jicooklyn, 
week March 4, '37, double bill, Running 
time, 60 mins. 
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A lightweight aimed for double 


bills, ‘Clarence’ will have tough 
climb to reach even that level. Lit- 
tle box office draw in its cast and 
the pic itself won't roll any audi- 
ences in the aisle. About all that 
can be said for it is it keeps the 


screen occupied for 60 minutes—oc- 
cupied but not alive. 

It’s difficult to imagine that as a 
legit play ‘Clarence’ served as a hit 
Lunt for two seasons. 
That, however, was 17 years ago 
and ‘Clarence’ now just typifies how 
much show business and audiences 
have developed. Seena Owen and 
Grant Garrett apparently didn’t do 
much adaniation to the script, for it 
is as dated as a college town cutie, 

Story deals with mysterious jack- 
of-all-trades who is shanghaied into 
family affairs of the rich, spoiled 
and daffy Wheelers. Daughter Elea- 
nore Whitney dramatizes herself as 
in love with a middle-aged fortune 
hunter. Son Johnny Downs has 
tumbled for Charlotte Wynters, tutor 
for the youngsters. Mama Spring 
Byington is jealous of her hubby. 
Maid and butler are trying to shake 
down the son, And Papa Eugene 
Pallette is (and reasonably) fed up 
with the whole household. 

They all take to Clarence like ants 
to a picnic. Daughter gets a ro- 
mantic yen for him, the son accepts 
him as a pal, and he’s the fair-haired 
child all around. He breaks up the 
blackmail plot, gets everyone in line 
and then marries the tutor. Turns 
out he was a famous scientist all the 
tine. 

In production and direction, ‘Clare 
ence’ is just as senile as its story. 
George Archainbaud’s direction is 
full of cliches and nearly all the 
acting is of double bill calibre. As 
the hero of the yarn, Roscoe Kearns 
is merely a capable bit player stag- 
gering under too heavy a load and 
most of the others aren’t any hap- 
pier. Eugene Pallette plays one of 
his typed roles capably. Only Spring 
Byington seems lifelike. She has 
one drunk scene that’s a pip. Char- 
lotte Wynters is a drab romantic 
lead. 

Only a completely juvenile audi-«- 
ence will go for ‘Clarence’ and even 
the youngsters may grow impatient, 

Hobe. 


TWO WISE MAIDS 


Republic 
Alison Skipworth, 


production and release, Stara 
Polly Moran; features 
Hope Manning, Donald Cook, Jackie Seart, 
Lila Lee and Luis Alberni. Screen play, 
Sam Ornitz; original, Andre Bohem; came 
era, Ernest Miller, At Fox, Brooklyn, on 
double bill, week March 5, ‘37, Running 
t'me, 70 mina, 


seeben Polly Moran 
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Giggles-and-tears piece, with some 
dramatic punch, Doomed to the du- 
als, but should mean some shekels 
in nabe sectors where the sentimen- 
tal folks will like the story, which 
canonizes the typical American 
schoolmarm. 
From the title, which is good, the 
‘Two Wise Maids’ are a pair of el- 
derly classroom vets who prove in 
the end that, though they wield a 
mean ferrule and hammer the three 
R’s relentlessly into their grade- 
school charges, the lessons learned 
by the students stay with ’em. 
Alison Skipworth is forefronted, 
with Polly Moran more or less 
straighting. Latter hasn't the laugh 
lines she usually carries in pix; most 
of the comedy was handed to Luis 
Alberni and Harry (‘I Tink You 
Touch’) Burns, vaude vet who, in 
this vehicle, gets by far the largest 
ussignment yet given him in films. 
Does so stoutly by it that he de- 
serves a wider scope in the fu!u’e. 
Marcia Mae Jones, child wh» did 
very well in “These Three,’ has the 
role of a different type here and 
demonstrates she has a lot on the 
dramatic ball. Light-heavy champ 
Maxie Rosenbloom also slips in for 
a scene and, aside fror: the dis- 
illusioning fact that his voice regis- 
ters a_rasping falsetto, comes 
through nicely. 
Lila Lee is featured, but has only 
a bit. Jackie Sear] adds another por- 
trait to his gallery of sneering youn 
b:- ats. Denala Cook, as the youthfu 
Trincips) in the school, and Hope 
Manning, as a relief-teacher, are 
targets for Cupid's dart. 

Direction on the whole is oke, but 
ric could have been speeded up 





more, Camera handling is adequate. 
Bert. 
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a NEWS in ALBANY! Smash run bigger than 









LOVE IS NEWS @ 


AT BOX OFFICES EVERYWHERE! | 


NEWS in NEW YORK! Held over at the Roxy 
.an S.R. O. hit! 


Girls’ Dormitory!’ 


NEWS in MEMPHIS! Great business topped 
“Road to Glory,” “Ladies in Love.” 


NEWS in RICHMOND! Beat swell ‘Pigskin 
Parade” gross at Capitol. 


NEWS in ST. LOUIS! Opening days leading 
“Girls’ Dormitory.” 


NEWS in DETROIT! Sensational opening tops 
“Pigskin Parade!” 


NEWS in DAYTON! Opened bigger than 
“On the Avenue.” 


NEWS in MIAMI! Grand! Beats “One in A 
Million” opening! 


NEWS in LOS ANGELES! Smash day-and- 
date run at Chinese and State! 
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DRAMA TENSE 
IN G-B DEAL 
WINDUP 


London, March 2, 
Amid drama as tense as the most 








| 


gripping picture theme, the Gau- | 


mont-British situation drew to a 
climax in the early hours of the 
morning, after a meeting of the board 
lasting between eight and nine hours, 
in which everything but guns was 
employed in attempts*to swing the 
deal first one way and then the other. 


Only after long transatlantic talks 
at the dead of night and long-dis- 
tance calls from C. M. Woolf to his 
co-directors, J. Arthur Rank and 
Lord Portal, was it possible to work 
out terms acceptable to both sides, 
so that future distribution.of G-B 
pictures and newsreels goes through 
the Universal-General Films Alli- 
ance, with the same outfit kicking in 
on production. 

Leakage of the first news that the 
G-B board had split into two camps 
over the question of concealment of 
a $3,200,000 loss on the part of the 
distributing subsidiary, had the trade 


agog at first, even insiders being 
amazed at the dramatic suddenness 


BETTY BALFOUR 





with which the fortunes of the big! 


corporation were hurled into the 


melting pot. 

Knowalls whispered the story from 
the curb a thousand times—and told 
a different version every time. 

What Started It 


Hastily convened meeting of the | 


board started things, following an- 
nouncement that John Maxwell, with 
Dixon Boardman and representatives 
of the Fox-Metro interests were 
seeking legal clarification of 


the | 


majority decision of the directors to | 


maintain payment of the 542% pref. 
dividend. Failure to pay would have 
immediately thrown powerful new 
voting power into the scales, with 
Maxwell controlling a decisive block. 
Could the payment be stopped? 


Ostrer camp threw on the table 


Woolf's proposal to take over G-B | 


distribution, and carried it by a bare 
majority, after a battle with the 
Maxwell-Fox-Metro interests. 
Further meeting was summoned to 
ratify the plan—at three in the after- 
noon, but adjourned almost imme- 
diately on Dixon Boardman making 
known the possibility of an alterna- 
tive offer from the American inter- 
ests. This required precious time if 


it was to jell so, while the Atlantic | 


cables and trunk lines hummed furi- 
ously, the stage was being set for the 
last act. 

Shortly after seven in the evening, 
the full board assembled once more 
in the Mayfair flat of Isidore Ostrer. 
Then the battle was on. 


Maxwell Quits 


Maxwell threw his entire force 
against the project, supported by 
Boardman and Robert Kane, who sat 
in for the Fox-Metro holdings. Kane, 
in a desperate bid, offered to make 
10 pictures a year for G-B at Elstree, 
if only G-B would retain its distrib- 
uting organization. When it was 
seen that the proposition could not 
win support, Maxwell chucked in 
his hand and walked out. 


Meanwhile, Boardman was admit- 


ting the time factor had defeated 
him, too. At such short notice it 


was impossible to shape an alterna- 
tive bid—and that confession swung 
the issue to its inevitable destiny. 





The Press Angle 





London, March 2. 

From the newsmen’s view- 
point, the G-B story held tre- 
mendous drama and a tale all 
its own, which began with a 
trio of newshounds sleuthing 
outside Isidore Ostrer’s fiat, 
keeping guard on the comings 
and goings, and rousing the ritzy 
servants to a state where they 
threatened to call police. 

Francis Meynell, G-B_ pub- 
licity chief, came dashing round 
shortly before midnight and the 
crowd, now half a dozen strong, 
“were invited inside to await the 
inevitable statement. And now, 
though the battle still raged re- 
lentlessly inside, drinks and eats 
were provided in abundance, 
to keep the reporters awake for 
their story. 











STALLS HAGEN 
REORG PLAN 


London, March 2. 
Julius Hagen’s planned comeback 
with a new unit to produce 12 pic- 


tures a year at Twickenham was 
temporarily stalled in the Law 
Courts by former screen actress 


Betty Balfour. 

Miss Balfour petitioned for a com- 
pulsory winding up of Twickenham 
Film Studios, Ltd., as a judgment 
creditor for $295, and was successful, 
thereby taking the company’s affairs 
out of the hands of the private re- 
ceiver appointed under a voluntary 
winding-up agreed at a creditors’ 
meeting. 

Hagen had already concurred on a 
deal with the previously appointed 
receiver, under which he would take 
a lease of the studio, but this will 
now have to go before the Official 
Receiver. 

Meeting of creditors last week ap- 
proved the Hagen plan, but Miss 
Balfour, whose petition had been ad- 
journed pending that meeting, re- 
newed her claim .supported by cred- 
itors for $370,000—including’ the 
Westminster Bank. 

Attorney for Miss Balfour said the 
offer made at the creditors’ meeting 
was by a man who had already 
formed three companies, one of 
which was being wound up while 
another had a receiver in. Offer was 


| to form another company and devote 





a portion of the dividends, if any, 
in the next five years. 


HEAT WILTING FILM 





BIZ IN AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, Feb. 16. 


Terrific heat is making the mana- | 
gers look for new pix to keep ‘em 


coming to the b.o, 

‘Ladies in Love’ (Fox) went out 
quick, with ‘Theodora’ (Col) replac- 
ing. Heat makes very little differ- 


/ ence to ‘Show Boat’ (U), and pic is 


| 
} 
| 


By telephone, C. M. Woolf was | 
summoned to clinch his deal, while | 


the clocks relentlessly ticked their 
way towards midnight, when the 
offer in theory was to expire. 

Now it became only a question of 
terms, with Woolf calling long dis- 
tance and transatlantic phones to his 
aid. Round the Universal-General 
basic offer of a guaranteed payment 
of $400,000 a year for the newsreel, 
$300.000 for each picture. and $250,- 
000 a year for the Shepherds Bush 
laboratories, revolved the talks. un- 
til at 3.25 in the morning both par- 
ties saw light—and the bargain was 
clinched. 


° ’ 
Reprieve for ‘Pastures 
London, March 2. 
Middlesex County Council has ap- 
proved “Green Pastures’ (WB) for 
presentation in the county, but not 
on Sundays. Kids younger than 16 


years old are also barred. 
M. C. C. is one of 


the most im- 
poriant licensing authorities in the 


U. K.. its territory including many 
London and near-London houses. 


about to swing into its 10th month. 
‘Cain and Mabel’ (WB) secured 
three clicking weeks, but dropped 


out suddenly. ‘Garden of Allah’ 
(UA) opened strong. ‘Champagne | 
Waltz’ (Par) is preparing to make 


way for ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) after 
three good weeks. ‘Dodsworth’ (UA) 


leaves after a great run on femme) 


biz, with ‘Rembrandt’ (UA) next. 
‘East Meets West’ (G-B) also quits 
and ‘Marriage of Corbal’ (AD) will 
replace. ‘Craig's Wife’ (Col) and 
‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB) did 


only fairly, and makes way for ‘Pen- 
nies From Heaven’ (Col). ‘Libelled 
Lady’ (M-G) leaves after a corking 
run, with ‘Gorgeous Hussy’ (M-G) 
replacing ‘Woman Rebels’ (RKO) 
goes into a second stanza and looks 
like biz. 


Weekly-change biz is so-so, with 
‘Hearts in Re-Union’ (Fox) and 
‘Wanted! Jane Turner’ (RKO), 

Melbourne. Feb. 16. 


Solid line-up here this week, and 
biz 1s nice. List includes, ‘Poor Lit- 
tle Rich Girl’ (Fox), ‘Girls’ Dormi- 
tory’ (Fox), ‘Song of Freedom’ (UA) 
6th week, ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) 


‘His Brother's Wife’ (M-G), ‘Old 
Hutch’ (M-G), ‘Orphan of Wilder- 
ness’ (local), ‘Stage Struck’ (WB), 


and ‘Devil Doll’ (M-G). 








Nazi Equipment Grab 
In S. A. Inspires U. S. 


Moves for Protection 


Arthur E. Meyer, export head of 
International Projector Corp., planes 
to Barranquilla, Chile, March 10 fora 
two-month survey of the South and 
Central American markets. Increased 
theatre building and_ renovation 
activity in S. A.. and a heavy swing 
to German-manufactured 
is understood to 
the journey. 

Meyer will 
around the 
all S. A. 
West Indies. 


projectors 


be the reason for 


plane all the way 
continent with stops in 
countries including the 
New theatres are going 


jup all over S. A. and it is his in- 
|tention to bag some of the new 
business. 

| Recent incursion of German ap- 


| paratus is causing U. S. machine ped- 

dlers plenty of Nazis are 
| Offering extra long-term credits. per- 
}mitting the machines to practically 
}pay for themselves, small or no down 
| payments. 


concern. 


BUCHANAN, CLAIR FILM 
~ COS. START IN LONDON 


London, March 1. 
First picture of the newly formed 
Jack Buchanan Films Corp. will be 


an original scripted by Bill Lips- 
comb, based on an_ idea’ by 
Buchanan. Story is titled ‘Isabella 


Returns,’ and shooting is to start at 
Pinewood in March. Lee Garmes 


will direct, with Buchanan starring. | 


New Rene Clair-Ray Goetz film 


company is a part of the Jack Bu- | 
with Clair to | 
produce his own pictures, as well as | 


chanan organization, 


| direct. This combo will make two 
| pictures annually, costing around 
$500,000 each and, as in the case of 
the Buchanan product, will have UA 
world release. 


wr 


What the Lads 


‘In-the-Red’ Statement 


London, March 2 


Drama of the Gaumont-British 
situation is not over yet, for in the 
excitement of the spectacular mid- 
night deal with C. M. Woolf a fact 
that was overlooked was that sanc- 
tion of the trustees for the deben- 
ture holders must first be obtained 
before it could be ratified. At thi 
time, outstanding is $25,183,590 of 
4'.% first mortgage debenture stock 
for which the trustees are the Law 


Debenture Corp., Ltd., of which Sir 
Miles Mattinson is chairman. 

Under terms of the trust deed this 
stock is secured by a first specific 
charge on all fixed assets of the cor- 
poration, debenture stock of two 
and all 


sub- 
in subsidia- 
ries owned by G-B. It is held in the 
City that the deal involves transfe: 
of assets which determine the valu 
of some part of this security, while 
a further clause in the trust 
binds the corporation to continu 
operation of subsidiaries and refrain 
from any action which might place 
the stock in jeopardy. 


sidiaries, share 


deed 


Not even the trustees know at 
this writing whether they will ap- 


| prove the scheme, though a consid- 
erable body of inside and City opin- 
ion thinks they cannot—in which 
case the whole structure will col- 
lapse. Law Debenture Corp., in an 
issued statement, declares: ‘The 
trustees will make their decision 
when “the question comes. before 
them, without any consideration of 
the conflicting interests involved in 
the situation. All they are con- 
| cerned with is the security of the 
debenture stock.’ 
Close Status 

| Possibility of sanction being re- 
| fused is based on the argument that 
| the deal was only carried by a bare 
majority of the G-B board—5 votes 
‘to 4. Also argued that the deal was 





Int'l Trade Ass'n and Prod. Census 
Among New Brit. Quota Developments 





London, March 1. 
Arising rhe gene ta situation 
are several h ts which 
alternately are interesting or dis- 
turbing the several sections, of the 
motion pictut@ §iisiness, here. Three 


connection on the government report, 





and which the Board of Trade is 
now scrutinizing. 

One is for an association of trade 
British and American. 

Second is a census of production 
to be taken by the Board of Trade, 
in which the department will ask 
for a detailed analysis of the money 
spent by all studios. 

Third is a_ report circulating 
through the business that the Board 


| interests, 


of Trade has already invited prom- | 


inent individuals to consider sit- 
ting on the projected Films Commis- 
sion. 

Most significant is the first of 
these movements, which is a volun- 


tary plan within the industry to 
soften the impact of government 
intervention, whereas the other two 
definitely spring from a state de- 


partment. 

Trade Ass’n Plan 
association plan derives 
from a letter circulated to more 
than 250 persons by Neville Kear- 
ney, secretary of the Producers’ 
Group of the Federation of British 
Industries, in which he outlines po- 
tential services of such an organi- 
zation in contacting with govern- 
ment offices, conducting trade re- 
search, co-ordinating problems of 
general application, dealing with 
labor negotiations, and so forth. 


Trade 


This is not planned as a restric- 
tive national unit, but will embrace 
all comers on the production 
such as studio owners, producing 


side, 


outfits, laboratories, ete. Preliminary 
meeting is sét for March 2. Mean- 
while comment is guarded, though 


| in some quarters the scheme, as 


steps newly revealed all bear direct | 


on which views have been gathered | 


;such, has drawn some mieasure of 
appreval. 

Direct opposition, however, de- 
rives from labor interests, with 
| workers’ unions seeing the plan as 
| aiming to establish a ‘company 
union’ of the type responsible for 
| current industrial disturbances in 
the United States. 

Broad principles follow suggested 
| duties to be imposed on the pro- 
| posed Films Commission, with the 
exception that the latter would cover 
the entire industry, not merely the 
production field, and the 
tion’s value may, therefore, be lim- 
ited, unless it is felt 
widen its snyhere of influence, 

Complete Census 

Board of Trade’s demand for pro- 
duction details can also be traced 
to the Quota Report, which urged 
annual compilation of trade statis- 
tics. In the request circulated to 
producers, extended details are called 
for relating to all materials 
chased. sums paid for work given 
out, hire of studios and equipment. 
salaries, et al., sectionalized returns 
of output, and complete returns of 
labor strength. production personne! 
and artists 
Provision is made for returns to be 
identified either with  black-and- 
white or color production. 


associa- 


Demand was a surprise for pro- 
ducers, on whom such duties are 
placed for the first time. but com- 
ment is restricted to the fact that 
compliance with the government 
wish may cause blood-pressure in 
the accounting departments of pro- 
ducing units. 

Third reported development. ru- 
mored recruiting of personnel for 


the gov't. commission, is at this time 
still nebulous, with nobody  point- 
ing to actual individuals. Reaction 
is, nevertheless, to see this as an 
indication that the Board of Trade 
has unmoved by representa- 
from the industry for an 
ganization within the trade as 
‘alternative possibility. 


been 
tions or- 


an 





THAT GAUMONT-WOOLF DEAL NOT SET 
YET; STOCKHOLDERS STILL TO TAL 


Forgot Was Debenture Sanctions— 
Details of Deal Made Clear — Gainsborough’s 


| rushed through too hurriedly and 
that it will involve needless serap- 
ping of assets which are part of the 
security of debenture stockholders. 


This view is understood to 
have been advanced by the four dis- 


In part 


senting directors john Maxwell, 
Sidney Kent (via Robert T. Kane), 
(Continued on page 59) 


TOEPLITZ SETS 
ANGLO-ITALO 
PIC (0. 


London, March 1, 


Ludovico Toeplitz hos completed 


formation of a new English company 
called Two Cities Films Lid., for pro- 


duction of a minimum of six films 
during 1937-8. Some of these are 


to be produced in conjunction with 
Imperial Film S. A. in recently 
erected studios Rome, Italy. 

Films are to be made in the Eng- 
lish language, with British-American 
casts and complete units of techni- 
cians are to be sent from London to 
Rome for this purpose. Toeplitz 
claims the films made in Italy will 
place hir, on a par with the natural 
scenery und climatic and lighting 
conditions to those prevailing in 
Hollywood. 

Toeplitz will have the production 
co-operation of Ralph Block, form- 


near 


erly associated with several U. S. 
companies. 
Already five subjects have been 


selected, an original story by the late 


Stacy Aumonier, with scenario by 
| H. Wilhelm and E. Pressburger; 
‘Volcano,’ from original story by 


| of pictures 





Curt Alexander; ‘The Golden Cup?” 
original story and screen play by H. 
Wilhelm and C. Alexander; “Byron 
in Italy,’ from original by Leon 
Kochnitzy; ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ 
with Mascagni’s musie interwoven. 
Companies are interallied and cost 
will average $350,000, 
First film starts in April. 


TECHS SQUAWK ON 
GAUMONT SHUTDOWN 


London, March 1. 
Intention of Gaumont-British 





to 


shut its studios has created a stir in 


advisable to | 
fore the Ministry of Labor the al- 


pur- | 


employed during the vear. | 


the Association of Cine-Technicians. 
If the G-B idea is carried out, a lot 
of studio workers will be thrown 
out of employment. 

Association proposes to place be- 


legation that the granting of labor 
permits was because no British 
technician of equal talent was avoil- 
able, and its contention is that this 
no longer holds good. Alleges that 
over 30% of qualified British tech- 
| nicians are today unable to find em- 
ployment in the British film indus- 
try and that it is impossible for them 
to find employment elsewhere. 


Boetcher’s Anzac Spot 


A. B. Boetcher is leaving next 
week from New York for Australia 
to take over details in connection 


with the completion of the new thea- 
tre Metro is building in Brisbane. 
He will replace William Foun.ain, 
who was killed in an airplane spill 
down under a couple of weeks ago, 
Sails from Vancouver on March 17. 


oy 
Botefel’s Porto Rico Berth 

Frank Botefel, former manager of 
the Teatro Campomar, Spanish film 
house in N. Y., is now circuit 
ager for Cobian United Theati 
Porto Rico. 

Headquartering in San Juan, Botes 
fel directs about 21 which 
comprise the largest circuit on 
| island, 


mane 


es of 


houses, 


the 
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_ 18 | VARIETY Wednesday, March 10, 1937 


The N.Y. Crowds shout “FIRE”! 
The N.Y. Critics, too, shout “FIRE”! 


The reviews and editorials are HOT! 
The Music Hall Box Office is HOTTER yet! 


AS FINE A FILM AS ANY SEASON HAS SEEN .. .Fire 





eee — 


DAILY NEWS RATES “FIRE OVER ENGLAND” AND “LOST Over England” thriller de luxe ... A wide and vividly 
HORIZON” AS HIT OPENINGS OF THE WEEK, ADDING: colorful canvas, painted by the hand of an American 
Exciting picture . .. thrilling spectacle . .. William K. Howard master, has come to distinguish the screen ... . Lyrical 
did an excellent job with the historical pageantry and the love scenes fill the screen... Yes, at the Music Hall 
spectacular battle scenes. —Kate Cameron, Daily News there’s romance as well as adventure in the air . . , Epic 


drama ... Tremendous, sweeping vitality, scenes of 
breath-taking pageantry. —Regina Crewe, N.Y. American 
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||PEOPLE—“Named” History 
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QUEEN ELIZABETH, brought back to life by Flora 
Robson in the movie, “Fire Over England.” This mevie 
best teacher of history, shows her as the Queen who gave 
de her name to The Elizabeth- 
an Period—in which arts = = 
and intrigue flourished. oa * 
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No man ever gave his a ° e 
own name to a period of ¥ a . i ° se Sochecanna es y 
‘English history — but two ss : RSS - pana Sa 
WOMEN did: The Eliza- : i “4 Peas b 3 ‘ 
bethan Period and the 
Victorian Age. 

Proud Elizabeth was tor- ; Pe mma 2 fk 6 
tured by a man’s ambition : | BERR SF Ser eset 
for power, a woman’s ach- rea lef Tribune 
ing for love and children. : : wiicsaninnmerecemee oe 
She killed her cousin, sey ese 
Mary of Scotland, to gain 
power. But she got no love, 
no children. The arts 
flourished under fickle 
Elizabeth. Shakespeare . 

lived and wrote then. And | 
England's migiit grew— | ff 
f the Seas 
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An ERICH PO i [MER Production * Directed by WILLIAM K. HOWARD 
FLORA ROBSON + LAURENCE OLIVIER - VIVIEN LEIGH . LESLIE BANKS 
| RAYMOND MASSEY +» TAMARA DESNI 

A London Film 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, March 9. 
Production took a nosedive last week with only 35 features before the 
cameras as compared to 43 the previous week. This was accounted for by 
the fact that only four new features were started, which is another low for 


| number of pictures to go before the cameras during any one week. 

Eight pictures were taken from the cutting rooms and previewed during 
| the week, leaving a balance of 75 in various stages of editing. Major group 
| Studios plan to put at least 10 new features in work next week, 





Columbia 


One in work, 7 editing, 5 preparing. In work: 

‘LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN,’ reported Variety, March 3. 
started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘WHITE HEAT,’ and ‘SHOOTING SHOWDOWN.’ 


Grand National 


One in work, 3 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘HITTIN’ THE TRAIL,’ reported March 3. No new pictures started last 
week. 
Readied to start: ‘THE GIRL SAID NO,’ ‘SWEETHEART OF THE 
NAVY,’ ‘LOVE TAKES FLIGHT,’ ‘THE THOUSAND DOLLAR BILL,’ 
‘THE SHADOW,’ ‘SOMETHING 10 SING ABOUT,’ ‘DYNAMITE,’ ‘FIVE 
LITTLE PEPPERS AND HOW THEY GREW,’ THE THIEF OF TAOS,’ 
‘SHADOW IN PARIS.’ 





None 


Metro 
Six in work, 9 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ reported Variety. Sept. 16; ‘NIGHT MUST 
FALL,’ reported Feb. 17; ‘THE OLD SOAK,’ ‘THEY GAVE HIM A GUN’ 
ard ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ reported March 3. Started last week: 

‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ produced by Bernard Hyman, directed by 
Clarence Brown, based 6n Gasioroswki’s novel, adapted to the screen by 
Sam N. Behrman and Salka Viertel. Cast: Greta Garbo, Charles Boyer, 
teginald Owen, Shepherd Strudwick, Ivan Lebedeff, Henry Stephenson, 
Fritz Leiber, George Houston, Bodil Rosing, George Zucco, Paul Graetz, 
Maria Ouspenskaya. 

Story is based on one of Napoleon’s early love chapters when he invaded 





and captured Poland. He met Madame Walewska, who sacrificed her 
marriage obligations to Count Walewska in order to gain Napoleon's 


sympathy for her country, and to save it from the clutches of Russia. Their 
love affair became one of Napoleon’s most interesting and colorful periods 
of his life. 

Readied to start: ‘SARATOGA,’ ‘THE FOUNDRY’ and ‘FIREFLY.’ 





Paramount 





Five in work, 10 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 


‘HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME,’ reported Jan. 13; ‘THE YEARS ARE) 


SO LONG,’ reported Jan. 20; ‘I MET HIM IN PARIS,’ reported Feb. 3; 
‘KING OF GAMBLERS’ and ‘TURN OFF THE MOON,’ reported Feb. 24. 
None started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ ‘LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID,’ 
‘EXCLUSIVE,’ ‘ARTISTS AND MODELS,’ ‘ANGEL,’ ‘EASY LIVING,’ ‘A 
NIGHT OF MYSTERY’ and ‘JUDGE STORY.’ 


RKO-Radio 


Two in work, 12 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘THE TOAST OF NEW YORK,’ reported Variety, Dec. 23, and ‘SHALL 
WE DANCE,’ reported as ‘STEPPING TOES,’ Jan. 6. No new pictures 
started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘MISSUS AMERICA,’ ‘THERE GOES MY GIRL,’ ‘ALL 
IS CONFUSION,’ ‘SHE SANG FOR HER SUPPER,’ ‘YOU CAN’T BEAT 
LOVE,’ ‘GOING, GOING, GONE,’ “‘TOMORROW’S HEADLINES,’ 
FACES OF 1937’ and ‘SUPER SLEUTH.’ 


Republic 


One in work, 9 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 








raale 
eek. 


Readied to start: ‘MICHAEL O’HALLORAN,’ ‘CAPPY RICKS,’ ‘ROUGH 
RIDIN’ RHYTHM,’ ‘GUN SMOKE RANGE,’ ‘RHYTHM IN MY HEART,’ | 
‘GANGS OF NEW YORK’ and ‘ROMANCE ON THE RUN.’ 


20th-Fox 


Six in work, 6 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 
‘WAKE UP AND LIVE,’ ‘WEE WILLIE WINKIE,’ reported Variety, Jan. 
27; ‘THINK FAST, MR. MOTO,’ reported Feb. 17; ‘THIS IS MY AFFAIR,’ 





reported Feb, 24; ‘ANGEL’S HOLIDAY’ and ‘JONES FAMILY IN wanes 





PRODUCTION TABLE 
(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 
Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before’ prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras, tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... biaedne 50 21 1 7 21 4 
Larry Darmour........ x 3 3 1 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 44 15 1 3 25 10 
PRS Fir e3.000400 ic 16 6 9 17 i) 
Hal Roach....... Teer 1 2 es 2 1 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 23 5 9 il 5 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 2 6 1 
Emanuel Cohen.,..... 8 3 ye 5 1 
Harry Sherman...... .- 3 2 1 3 1 
Frank Lioyd........... 1 1 * 
oe | eee 3! 9 2 ” 16 7 
David Loew........... 2 1 1 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 2 4 1 
eae 3 1 ‘ 4 1 
Pog) re 56 1! 1 8 36 7 
Eee 00 e BONN: os sx s00 06 16 3 1 1 1 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 45 i 6 6 s 
co eee 2 P 4 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 1 4 2 
Walt.r Wanger........ 7 2 5 2 
ONE! oak b.c.0.0.0:00¢ 0% 5 2 ° 3 2 
I inc vacveeress 1 : 1 
SEE vv ass.aveases 2 2 
Korda London....... , 6 , : 6 ia 
UNIVERSAL ....cscceee 4 13 6 7 18 8 
Buck Jones........ 8 1 ‘ ‘ 7 1 
WARNERS ...... se ebees 60 48 5 12) 6 over 8 
Totals cocesccccss TS 230 35 75 222 83 
6 over 











‘NEW 


, BUSINESS,’ reported March 3. None started last week. 
Readied to start: ‘SHE HAD TO EAT,’ ‘LOVE UNDER FIRE,’ ‘ESCAPE 
FROM LOVE,’ ‘ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN, ‘RINGS ON HER FINGERS,’ 
‘EVERYBODY SING,’ ‘LAST YEAR’S KISSES,’ ‘ISLAND IN 
and ‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN.’ 


United Artists 
One in work, none editing, 6 preparing. In work: 
|} “THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ reported Variety, Feb. 24 
week. 


Readied to start: ‘STELLA 
ZENDA,’ ‘LET ME LIVE.’ 


None started last 


DALLAS,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ ‘PRISONER OF 


Universal 


Six in work, 7 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

_*WINGS OVER HONOLULU’ and ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ reported Varirry 
Feb. 3; ‘GOOD AS MARRIED,’ reported Feb. 17; ‘THE WILDCATTER’ and 
‘OH, DOCTOR’ reported March 3. Started last week 

‘THE COP,” produced by Kubec Glasmon, directed by Milton Carruth. 
original by Glasmon, screen play by Lester Cole, Cast: Robert Wilcox, Nan 
Grey, Edward Ellis, Richard Carle, Alma Kruger, Billy Burrud. 

Story concerns policeman on force 20 years when he kills thug. He 
grieves over it and in retribution adopts and raises the son of the thug 
Latter becomes a bank teller. Theft of $1,200 points’ 
Policeman also is suspicious of the boy, and when latter 
the bank and becomes a burglar. He later is caught for theft of $100,000 in 
bonds. He is imprisoned but will not tell where the bonds are hidden. 
Insurance company has him paroled believing it can track him down when 
he tries to recover the stolen property. Boy learns a former paroled 
convict whom he had entrusted with a note to his sweetheart has lifted 
the bonds. Son and the cop set out to get him and the double-crosser is 
killed. Bonds are returned and reconciliation is effected. 

Readied to start: ‘LOVE IN A BUNGALOW,’ ‘LOVE IN THE MUD,’ ‘100 
MEN AND A GIRL,’ ‘HEATHER OF THE HIGH LAND’ ‘IT COVER 
| THE WAR.’ 


suspicion to boy 
learns this he quit 


and 


Six in work, 12 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 
‘KID GALAHAD,’ and 'THE SINGING MARINE,’ reported Variety, Jan. 


27; ‘FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS,’ reported as ‘MADCAP HEIRESS’ and ‘ONE | 


HOUR OF ROMANCHE’ reported March 3. Started last week: 

‘THE DEEP SOUTH,’ produced and directed by Mervyn LeRoy, novel 
by Ward Greene, screen play by Aben Kandel and Richard Rossen. Cast: 
Claude Rains, Gloria Dixon, Edward Norris, Lana Turner, Linda Perry, 
John Litel, Allyn Joslyn, Elizabeth Risdon, Willard Robertson, Margaret 
| Irving, Cy Kendall, Elisha Cook, Jr., E. Alyn Warren, Clinton Rosemond, 
Frank Faylen, Eddie Acuff. Donald Briggs, Eliott Sullivan, Trevor Bardette, 
Wilmer Hines, Charles Timblin. 

Story is drama based on justice guided by public sentiment in conviction 


of innocent person on circumstantial evidence. Claude Rains plays the 
northern school teacher who takes charge of a small southern school. Girl 
pupil is brutally murdered, Rains is accused and convicted on circum- 


stantial evidence. Governor pardons him and through mob hysteria, he is 
lynched. Later the mobsters discover real murderer. 


‘WAR LORD,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by John Farrow, screen 


play by Crane Wilbur. Cast: Boris Karloff. Beverly 
Cortez. Marcia Ralston, Gordon Hard, Vladimar Sokoloff. 

Story is taken from the play. ‘Bad Man,’ showing Chinese bandit with 
ambition to beceme a war lord and conquer China. He uses a missionary s 
house to map out his campaign, and reaches the point where it will become 
necessary to wrest valuable oil properties from a young American who had 
done him a favor. Rather than betray his freindship, he sacrifices his all 
to save the young American and his properties. In doing so he is caught 
and faces a firing squad from the onvvosing forces. 

Readied to start: ‘THE STORY OF EMILE ZOLA,’ ‘EMPTY HOLSTERS,’ 


Roberts, Ricardo 


| ‘EVER SINCE EVE,’ ‘LADY LUCK,’ ‘THE ANGLE SHOOTER.’ 
‘THE HIT PARADE,’ reported Variety, Feb. 17. No pictures started last | ~ — - — a 





CONTRACTS 


.«Hollywood, March 9. 
John King,#aetor, had his option | 


HERMAN SCHOENSTADT. 
DIES IN CHICAGO AT 81 


Chicago, March 9. 







dip option. on Stan- 
fer-actor. 
sand Elizabeth Pat- 





Akim Tamipof 





terson had ¢@@fitracts extended at Herman Schoenstadt, 81, founder 
Paramount. =~ |of the Schoenstadt circuit here and 
Jo hua Logan, actor, had pact pioneer exhibitor of Chicago, died at 


| boosted by Walter Wanger. 


RKO tagged Bradley Page to new the Michael Reese hospital on Fri- 


day (5). 


hag Ateneo tied to a a He founded the circuit which has 
ners’ writer-director contract. | operated a large string of houses on 


James Hogan had his director con- 
tract extended at Par. 
| Douglas Scott, 20th-Fox 
|had ticket lengthened. 
Richard Thorpe, Metro director, 
got termer. 
Judy Garland had her contract ex- , 
| tended at MG. 
lWajor Pictures 


the south side of the town for 
past 25 years. His top achievement 
was the building 
| Piccadilly hotel and theatre in 1927. 

Schoenstadt himself had been re- 
tired from active theatre operation 
for several years, the actual run- 


moppet, 


lifted option on 





|Mary Mont. dled by his two sons, Henry and 

| Gene Markey’s option was plucked | Arthur. 

| at 20th-Fox. ee 

Paramount put Jean Lorraine un- 

| der a termer. 

| Leon Errol was inked for eight STORY BUYS 

/more comedies at RKO. Hollywood, March 9, 

Richard Sherman's contfact was Republic has bought five yarns, 

|extended at 20th-Fox. ‘Fightirz Irish, by L. J. McCarthy: 

| Lionel Houser goes under term ‘Queen of Burles., ic’ by B. L. Kelly; 

pact to RKO. ; ‘Love Won't Last,’ ‘Second Wife,’ and 
Edmund North and James Gow 


‘The Duke of Pittsburgh.’ 
‘World of Women,’ original by 
Lionel Houser. bought at RKO. 


pacted on Metro’s writing staff. 
Louis Gasnier signed termer as di- 
rector with Condor Pictures. 





| Grand National has_ purchased 

To |series of short stories by Albert 

TITLE CHANGES | Richard Wetjen which were pub- | 
jlished in Collier’s. 


Contract covers 

four yarns annually for six years. 
Phil Evans sold his orig, 

ment Agent,’ to Condor Pictures. 


Hollywood, March 9. 
‘Skidding’ has been re-tagged ‘A 
Family Affair’ by Metro. 


Paramount has changed ‘The Years ‘Flood Crest,’ original by Morley 
| Are So Long’ to ‘Make Way for To- | F. Cassidy, S. S. Field and John D, 
morrow.’ Klorer, sold to Major Pictures. 
Warners ‘China Bandit’ is back, Louis Rantz sold his. original, | 
titularly, to ‘War Lord.’ ‘Photo Finish,’ to Condor Pictures. 
‘Stepping Toes’ is now ‘Shall We Bill Thomas and Maxwell Shane, 
Dance?’ at RKO. publicist and scenarist, respectively, 
‘Speed Mad’ becomes ‘Motor Mad- sold their screen yarn, ‘My Girl Fri- 
iness’ at Col. day. to Metro. | 
‘Stop and Laugh’ is new monicker Universal has taken ‘Washington 
for RKO’s ‘Take It Easy.’ Correspondent,’ by William Rankin. | 
Universal's ‘Love in the Mud’ al- B. P. Schulberg has bought ‘The 
tered to ‘Carnival Queen.’ | Ascending Dragon,’ original by Fred- 
| Monicker on_ Sol Lesser’s new | erick Jackson. 
Bobby Green picture shifted from | ‘Highway to Romance,’ 45th nove! 


‘Boy Blue’ to ‘Make A Wish. by H. L. Gates. taken by RKO 


THE SKY’ 


the | 


of the $3,000,000 | 


/ning of the circuit now being han- | 


‘Govern- | 





Studio Placements 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Horace Murohy, Charles 
Floyd Criswell, Jack 
Guy,’ Col. 

Harold Daniels, George “ Paunce- 
| fort, Fred Kohler, Jr.. Philip Ahn, 
‘Blazing Glory,’ Darmour-Col. 

} Billy Halop, Bobby Jordan, ‘Dead 
| End,’ Goldwyn. 


Phillips, 
Lloyd, ‘Right 


George Chandler, ‘The Woman's 
Touch,’ Goldwyn. 
James Knox Millen, treatment 


‘Romance of the Limberlost,’ Mono. 


Carol Wyndham, Lee Harolde, 
| Charles Lane, Walter Soderling. I 


zee 


Willard, Broderick O'Farrell, Harry 
Adams George Jiminez. Homer 
Dickinson George Goodall. John 
Dilson, ‘Venus Makes Trouble.’ Col. 

Ed Peil, S Harry Hollingsworth, 
‘League of Frightened Men.’ Col. 

Alfonse Martell, Cyril Thornton, 
| Claude Gillingwater, C. Henry Gore 
don, ‘Madame Walewska.’ MG. 
George Turner, Horace McMahon. 
| William von Bricken, Charles Wal- 
dron, Jr., ‘They Gave Him a Gun,’ 
MG. 


Jack Norton, ‘A Day at the Races,’ 
MG 


Jim Toney, Rufe Davis. Arthur 
Aylesworth, Red Donohue, John 
Howard, ‘Mountain Music,’ Par. 

J. M. Sullivan, Ivan Miller. Ray- 
mond Brown, ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
yme,’ Par. 

Charles Williams Pat West, 
Jeanne Lorraine, Maizie Jones, 
Grace Hal, Priscilla Moran. Charles 
MeMurvhy, Dick Rush, Rome Vin- 
cent, Floyd Christie, Hal Gould, 
‘Turn Off the Moon,’ Par. 

Colin Tavley, Barlowe’ Borland. 
Paul Fix, Robert Gleckler, Estelle 


Mtterre, Richard Terry, Connie Tom, 
| Fay Holden, Natalie Moorehead, Al- 
| phonse Martel, Lelah Tyler, Aileen 


Ransome, Rita LaRoy, Stanley Bly- 
stone, Helen Davies, Russell Hicks, 
George Magrill, Ethel Clayton, 


Gloria Williams, Wally Maher, Garry 
Owen, ‘King of Gamblers,’ Par. 
Granville Bates, Frances 
| Louise Seidel, Paul Stanton, Louis 
| Natheaux, Joe North, Sid DeGray, 
John Preston, Bill Beggs, Rosemary 


Sayles, 


Theby, Fritzie Brunette, Helen 
| Davis, Jean Beeks, “The Years Are 
| So Long,’ Par. 
} Ruth Alter, ‘Make Way for To- 
|} morrow,’ Par. 

Ben Blue, ‘Artists and Models,’ 
Par. 

Edward Arnold, Akim Tamiroff, 


Par. 
Gladys Unger, screenplay, 
Green Murder Case,’ Par. 
Floyd Criswell, Frank Mills, Bry- 


‘Easy Living,’ 


‘The 


ant Washburn, Robert Frazer, Dick 
Rush, Jonathan Hale, Sam _ Flint, 
John Inee, Broderick O'Farrell, 


| Heenan Elliott, Al Ferguson, Charles 
Meakin, George Lollier, Henry Hall, 
‘Borrowed Time,’ RKO. 
Stanley Fields, Dewey Robinson, 
|Reginald Barlow, Robert Dudley, 
Bobbie Koshade, Eileen Goodwin, 
Wesley Hopper. John Collins, Gor- 
don Carveth, Sailor Vincent, Jack 
Stoney, Tom and Victor Metzetti. M. 
Dundee, Billy Jones, Chick Collins, 
‘The Toast of New York,’ RKO. 
Harry Clork. script; Sammy Lee, 
dances, ‘New Faces of 1937,) RKO. 
Harry Seagall, script, ‘Muddled 
Deal,’ RKO. 
| George Jeske, gagging ‘Three Men 
Ona Latchkey,’ RKO. 
| Gertrude Michael, ‘World of Wo- 
men,’ RKO. 
| J. Robert Bren, Edmund Hartman, 
screenplay, ‘House in the Country,’ 
RKO. . 
David Silverstein, script, 
From Glory,’ RKO 
James Marcus, Don Orlando, Paul 





‘Flight 


Lopez, Henry Hale, ‘The Painted 
Stallion,’ Rep. 
| Jackie Moran, Charlene Wyatt: 
| Adele Buffington, screenplay, ‘Mi- 
| chael O'Halloran,’ Rep. 

Maxine and Geraldine Frances, 


‘Navy Blues,’ Rep. 

Ben Graumon Kohn, screenplay, 
‘Rhythm in My Heart,’ Rep. 

Jack Egan, June Johnson, “The Hit 
Parade,’ Rep. 
Monte Montague, Hattie McDaniel, 
| Jack Mack, Michael Fitzmaurice, 
‘The Wildcatter,’ U. 

Ralph Morgan, Edward Ellis, Rob- 


ert Wilcox, Nan Gray, Sarah Ed- 
wards, ‘The Cop,’ U. 

| Minerva Urecal. Robert Dalton, 
; Cornelius Keith, Ben Taggart, ‘Oh, 


Doctor,’ U. 

William Worthington, ‘As Good As 
Married,’ U. 

Douglas Wood, 
‘War Lord.’ WB. 
| Elizabeth Risdon, Willard Robert- 
son, Margaret Irving, Eddie Acuff, 
i Trevor Bardette, Clinton Rosemond, 
| Elliott Sullivan, Wilmer Hines, Ed- 
ward Norris. John Ridgeley, Clark 
| Poth, ‘The Deep South.’ LeRoy-WB. 
Irving Pichel. Ben Weldon, Gilbert 
| Emory. Frank Sheridan, Paul Ever- 
ton, “The Story of Emile Zola” WB. 

Douglas Wood. Selmer Jackson, 
China Bandit.’ WB. 

Al Herman, Al Neiman, 
Heiress,” WB 

Eleanor Wesselhoeft, ‘The Prisoner 
|of Zenda,’ S-I 
| J. Carrol Naish, Rav Hendricks, 
| Dick Alexander. Sam Labrador. Tom 
| Un » Sam Tong, Duke Johnson, 
i ‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto,’ 20-F. 


James B. 


Leong, 


‘Footless 


- neem I 
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To make a greater picture than either of their previous hits—“Naughty 
Marietta” or “Rose Marie’ was the task of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. It 
was no easy matter to repeat such memorable triumphs, but the com- 
pleted picture, a sensation at its Coast preview, is the answer. To the 
romantic stars, Miss MacDonald and Mr. Eddy; to the unfailing pro- 
ducer Mr. Hunt.Stromberg of “San Francisco” and “Great Ziegfeld” 
fame (to mention just two of his many hits); to Director Robert Z. Leonard 
(Z. for his “Ziegfeld” direction); to Mr. John Barrymore, Mr. Herman Bing, 
and the great Cast; to all whose efforts for so many months contributed 
to the making of the picture Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer offers its sincerest 
salute of admiration and gratitude, echoed by thousands of showmen 
the world over. In appreciation of the importance of “MAYTIME” 
M-G-M has taken full page ads in national magazines and newspapers to 
launch what is destined to be one of the greatest box-office attractions of 


our time. And the parade of M-G-M hits marches merrily on and on and on! 
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but we can do it_ 


For seventeen years (come Springtime) we’ve 
been standing on our heads... rushing around... 
turning somersaults, if need be...to find better 
ways... faster ways...showmen’s ways...to give 
you “help-where-you-need-it”...(in the box- 
office, of course)... And to prove that we like 





it...come see us some Friday...or Tuesday or 
Thursday and watch us go into action to give 
you National Screen Trailers ...only “sure-shot” 
screen advertising... plus the service that has made 








NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 


| ... prize baby of the Industry! 
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Universal Tips 


Joe Weil, of Universal, sends along 
some tips on stunts recently used on 
U releases. For example, the Or- 
pheum, San Francisco, stressed the 
dog in ‘The Mighty Treve.’ Hal 
Neides played up Albert Payson Ter- 
hune as the author and made his 
lobby display of picture of dogs 
which had been awarded medals for 
bravery. Doesn’t say where he got 
them, but probably from the Hu- 
mane Society. 

Joe Kelly, of the Capitol, Trenton, 
N. J. had a special electric sign atop 
the roof of the theatre four days 
ahead of ‘Three Smart Girls.’ He 
hooked. a radio station to a daily 
broadeast and a local dimery to a 
continuous reproduction of the Dur- 
bin record for an entire week. 

Out in Racine, Owen McKivett, of 
the Venetian, piloted a four-page 
co-op’ on ‘Girls—’ and got red ink 
streamer over the paper’s masthead 
as a payoff. ‘That’s something new. 
Did plenty more press work and 
used. the photos to good advantage. 

A gigantic heart valentine was 
signed by 6,000 fans when it was dis- 
played in a Wilmington, Del., depart- 
ment store. Lew Black, of the Al- 
dine, promised it would be sent 
Deanna Durbin. Of course the val- 
entine was all fluffed up with sales 
cooy and dates. 

Charles Freeman and Charles Har- 
ris, headacher and p. a., respectively, 
for the Century, Rochester, sold the 
hard-to-get Eastman School of Music 
on a bulletin announcement of Miss 
Durbin. He also made a twice-daily 
newspaper broadcast by offering to 
send a photograph of the star to all 
who asked for one. And to top he 
tied up 100 Texaco gas stations. 


Platter for ‘Cloistered’ 
Washington. 

New angle in highly over-worked 
stunt of airing local flicker premieres 
worked out nicely in Rialto’s opening 
of ‘Cloistered.’ Instead of placing 
mike in crowded lobby, theatre 
herded big-wigs into upstairs record- 
ing studio to spout comments onto 
disc, which was carted to WOL, local 
Mutual outlet, and run off same 
night. 

Waxing enabled spielers to ponder 
their remarks and speak them with- 
out embarrassment by mob as well as 
assured theatre of what would go 
on the air about show. Record was 
broadcast again following afternoon, 
explained as for those who didn’t 
stay up late. Since plenty of local 
names said plenty of nice things, 
house had their actual voices as 
permanent ads for film to use all 
during week. 

House went to town on the pic. 
letting the ‘nuns’ life bared for first 
time’ line take care of the pop trade 
and going heavily after the religious 
element. Many Sisters attended 
show at theatre on special night, 
making one of most unusual audience 
groups Cap theatre has hosted, and 
local Sisters of the Good Shepherd, 
whose order is featured in the film, 
saw it at convent in screening since 
they are not allowed to leave walls. 








More Metro Menagerie 


To the original Leo, the Metro 
lion, Tarzana, the MG chimpanzee 
and Mary the rhinocerous, Metro 
publicity now adds Lo, the Chinese 
water buffalo, owned by the Wang 
family in ‘The Good Earth.’ 

Like his predecessors Lo will 
travel by trailer, but this one will 
be a de luxe lodging, air conditioned, 
steam heated and provided with a 
large swimming pool. 
~ Outfit will be brought east to hit 
the spots where ‘Earth’ is shortly 


to appear, but Lo will keep on going. 


as long as he looks to be box office 
for the Buck picture. 

Extra: Latest report has Lo’s 
moniker changed to Hii. 


Uncle Bill’s Cabin 
Memphis. 
Manager Bill Hendricks of the 
Warner theatre outdid himself when 
he put his staff of artists to work 
creating proper atmosphere for Bob- 
by Breen’s ‘Rainbow. on the River’ 
last week. Built a regular cabin-in- 
the-cotton around box office and 
sun-bonneted pretty box office girl. 
Placed bales of cotton out front 
for background for two real negro 


‘mammies,’ and a banjo-strumming 
man, 








Walking Cell Is New 
Rochester. 

Street bally for theatres getting 
tough in this town with sound trucks 
barred under noise ordinance and 
the police putting the clamps on 
sidewalk exhibits. 

For ‘Secrets of the Death House’ 
Manager Harry Holt of the RKO 
Temple rigged up a couple of chaps 
in stripes inside walking cell and 
they passed out ‘pleas for aid’ that 
boosted the pic, but this lasted only 
until the cops spotted it. Exhibit 
went to the warehouse on_ the 
Srounds of blocking the sidewalk 
and littering the streets. 





Drive on a Race 


Although he does not explain the 
angle which suggested such a move, 
William Brown, of the Albee, Provi- 
dence, writes that he got good re- 
sults on ‘Michael Strogoff’ through a 
drive on the 35,000 Jews resident in 
that sector. He put out 10,000 spe- 
cial Yiddish heralds, took space in 
the language paper and was per- 
mitted to make a display in the Jew- 
ish Community Center. 

The public library and _its 
branches used 10,000 book marks, 
and permitted displays (11 in all) in 
each spot. One of the instructors at 
Brown university gave a lecture on 
Strogoff and WEAN used the radio 
script. 

Three dress stores co-operated 
with displays of Russian blouses, 
which is an excellent idea, and the 
news company helped the house to 
11 window displays on the book. 

Leon J. Bamberger sent from New 
York a special letter to a list of 
2,000 names and Exploiteer Holland 
of RKO sat in on the local end and 
did most of the contact work. The 
title was splashed all over the the- 
atre's lobby and passageways and 
48 24-sheets and 500 ones performed 
a similar duty outside. 





New Sitdown 


Greenville, S. C. 

In spite of being busy with re- 
modeling the Carolina, Dick Lash- 
ley, is finding time to plug coming 
pix. Lashiey is creating a steady 
build-up on ‘Maid of Salem’ and 
has already planted no end of in- 
teresting historical art in public 
library along with special shelf of 
literature dealing with witchcraft, 
etc., of the era depicted in film. 


Taking a tip from Mark Hellinger 
who has been running ‘inQUEERies,’ 
i. e., utterly stupid questions, in his 
column ‘Hellinger Hunches’ each 
day, Fred Curdts, Ritz, got column- 
ist on local sheet to sponsor these 
nutty questions locally and offered 
two passes daily to the person ring- 
ing the gong with the silliest one, 
thus focusing no end of interest on 
his house. Some winners: What 
does a pink elephant see after be- 


ing on a prolonged drunk? Who 
puts the sandman to sleep? 
Curdts also commanded news 


readers attention to his house with 
attention compelling copy capitajiz- 
ing on country-wide sit-down strikes. 
Both morning and afternoon papers 
carried neat copy reading: ‘Let’s 
hold our sit-down strike at the Ritz 
in comfort and see the following 
coming pictures.’ This was fol- 
lowed in ad by list of outstanding 
coming pix. 





Home Folk Stuff 


Newark. 

Management of Shubert theatre 
hit on unique exploitation angle by 
connecting ‘Parnell’ up with Com- 
missioner Parnell, distant relative, 
now running for re-election. 

His organization bought out open- 
ing night, and to the accompaniment 
of bagpipes the commissioner strode 
on to the stage, making a political 
speech to round out the evening. 
Unfortunately the name ‘Parnell’ 
meant less of a drama than it did a 
political issue, so theatregoers were 
apathetic, and engagement ended 
weakly. 





Letter of Introduction 


Warners’ press book on ‘The King 
and the Chorus Girl’ gives five pages 
of introduction for Fernand Gravet, 
which will come jn handy in putting 
over the new personality. It also 
includes an information contest and 
one of the now popular pictorial 
identification puzzles as well as a 
worked out plan to. have a fake king 
visit the city for a week of ballyhoo. 
Latter plan has been worked—and 
successfully—on other . titles, and 
should do nicely below the key: city 
size if carefully planned.’ . 

Main point, however, is to identify 
Gravet, and this book does very com- 
pletely. 





Bamberger Corrects 


Leon J. Bamberger, sales promo- 
tion for RKO, writes that he has 
completed his fifth year of mail cam- 
paigning for Radio pix, and not the 
two allotted him by this depart- 
ment. 

Bam used the mails intelligently 
for further back than his Radio 
sway, but he has been doing more 
intensive work the past two years, 
which was what the item intended to 
convey. 





Rooster Again 


Don’t forget the rooster stunt for 
Easter. Put a caged rooster atop the 
box office with the legend ‘We can 
crow about our Easter program.’ 
He'll crow if you will park a caged 
hen where she can be seen. 

The stunt was originated by the 
late Edgar Hart nearly a dozen years 
ago, and was used by him every 
Easter. It is still one of the most 
effective gags. 


Ford Motors, but decision was finally 





Uses Four-Pager 


Salt Lake City. 

Celebrating ‘Blue Ribbon Month’ 
and drum up biz during Lent, Inter- 
mountain Theatres, Inc., this week 
began distribution of the Capitol 
Screen News. 

Four-page, 11 by 16, give-away 
contains latest news from studios, 
handled in neat style and contains 
numerous pictures. 

Chain. which controls five houses 
here, will print new issues weekly 
during observance. 


Par on Radio 


(Continued from page 3) 

















have all tended to make the com- 
pany more radio-minded than any 
other Hollywood: studio. So much 
so that Par is going on the air with 
its own radio program direct from 
the lot every Sunday morning. 

Paramount’s 30-minute program on 
the air .each Sunday starting Sun- 
day (14) will be pointed for exploi- 
tation and buildup of its so-called 
baby stars in need of the value of 
radio. The initial program will be 
made up of younger featured talent 
on the Par contract tists. 

The time on the air on a Coast-to- 
Coast NBC hookup will cost Para- 
mount nothing, the show being of- 
ficially of a sustaining rather than a 
commercial nature. For a time Par 
considered a commercial account, as 
Metro had previously discussed with 


against this, with Par getting the 
benefit of being on the air without 
cost except in assembling the pro- 
grams and putting them on. The 
idea of the half-hour show will be 
in the form of a tour around the 
Par studio. 

Later on, it is understood, Par may 
go on the air twice each Sunday 
with the same program, because of 
the three hours’ difference in time 
between New Yor!: and Los Angeles. 
The first program will go on at 9 
a.m., Pacific Coast time (12 noon in 
N. Y.). This being rather early for 
the west, it may be put on again 
later, possibly at noon when more 
radios will be in operation. 





Academy Awards 





(Continued from page 2) 





idan Gibney and Pierre Collings, 
‘The Story of Louis Pasteur,’ War- 
ner Bros, 

Short Subjects: Cartoon, ‘The 
Country Cousin,’ Walt Disney, for 
the fifth year; Two-reel Short, ‘The 
Public Pays,’ Metro, Jack Chertok, 
producer; One-reel Short, ‘Bored of 
Education,’ Hal Roach; Color Short, 
‘Give Me Liberty,’ Warner Bros. 

Assistant Director: Jack Sullivan, 
‘The Charge of the Light Brigade,’ 
Warner Bros. 

Musical Scoring: ‘Anthony Ad- 
verse, Warner Bros., by Leo F. Forb- 
stein. 

Music: Best song, ‘The Way You 
Look Tonight,’ from ‘Swing Time,’ 
RKO-Radio. Music by Jerome Kern; 
lyrics by Dorothy Fields. 

Dance Direction: Seymour Felix, 
‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody,’ 
from ‘The Great. Ziegfeld,’ Metro. 

Sound Recording; Douglas Shearer; 
‘San Francisco,’ Metro. 

Art Direction: Richard Day, ‘Dods- 
worth,’ Samuel Goldwyn. 

Cinematography: Tony Gaudio, 
‘Anthony Adverse,’ Warner Bros. 

Film Editing: Ralph Dawson, ‘An- 
thony Adverse,’ Warner Bros. 

Special Awards: Roy E. Larsen, 
‘The March of Time; W. Howard 
Greene and Harold Rosson in recog- 
nition of their contribution to the 
advance of color cinematography in 
‘The Garden of Allah,’ Selznick-In- 
ternational, upon recommendation of 
a committee of 26 cinematographers. 


Scientific or Technical: Class 1, 
Statuette and plaque to Douglas 
Shearer, Metro, development of two- 
way horn system and biased class A 
push-pull recording and reproducing 
method; Class 2, Plaque to E. C. 
Wente and the Bell Telephone Lab- 
oratories for multi-cellular high fre- 
quency horn receiver. Plaque to 
RCA Mfg. Co. for rotary stabilizer 
sound head; Class 3, Honorable men- 
tion to RCA Mfg. Co. for method of 
recording and printing sound records 
utilizing restricted spectrum; Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inc., for 
portable recording channel; RCAMfg. 
Co. for design and specifications of 
non-slip. printer; United Artists Stu- 
dios Corp. for quiet wind machine. 

Honorable Mentions 


Honorable Mention for Best Pic- 
ture: ‘Anthony Adverse,’ Warners; 
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Philadelphia. 

Extensive alterations will be made 
to three Philly; theatres A $62,000 
contract has béen le} for remodeling 
the Colonial theatr 
The house will be 
new sound equip 
stalled. Alteratio 
will be also made % 
and Haverford from plans;drawn by 
Dave Supowitz. e Sherwood _§is 
owned by Earl and Joseph Fert and 
the Haverford by Colonial Amuse- 
ment Co. 

New midtown grind opened by 
Warners, the Center, at 17th and 
Market streets. Seats 445. Ray 
Mayer, formerly of WB Lansdowne, 
named manager, aided by Benjamin 
Cantor. William Yurasko, assistant 
at the Circle, will go to Landsdowne. 





hérwood 





Winnipeg. 

Henry Morton (Garrick) reelected 
president at annual meeting of 
Manitoba Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Association as were alk others mem- 
bers of the board, except for two 
replacements. The two _ replace- 
ments are Dave Robertson (QOs- 
bourne) for Larry Graburn, former 
secretary, now in: Regina, and Harold 
Bishop (Capitol). for Ray Tubman, 
now in the east, on the board of di- 
rectors. 

Present officers are Henry Mor- 
ton, president; Joe Pearson, v.p.; 
Mesho Triller, treas.; Dave Robert- 
son, sec.; and board of directors 
composed of Helmer Jernberg, Jack 
Miles, Sam Morros, Frank Willis and 
Harold Bishop. 





Lincoln. 

Willard Dye, who had the Neu, 
Ashland, has leased the Star, Calla- 
way, Neb., according to its owner, 
Senator W. F. ‘Bill’ Haycock. 

Dr. F. E. Rider, Wauneta, Neb., 
has started a new theatre on the 
site of the fire-destroyed Crystal. 

Joe Scott, 20th-Fox exchange 
manager in this territory, is back on 
the job after honeymooning in Mexi- 
co City. 





Greenville, S. C. 
Four pic house managers in Char- 
lotte last week on booking biz, Fred 
Curdts, Ritz; Ed Petite, Rivoli; Hoyle 
aga Paris and Dic Lashley, Caro- 
ina. 
Much speculation here among 





wiseacres as to who will be goat on 
second-run pix after Wilby-Kincey 
open new pic-flesh house here next 
month. W-K already operates Caro- 


.| lina and Rivoli here and policy of 


houses will be altered with new 
house getting unit revues and ‘A’ 
second-run with Rivoli screening ‘B’ 
second-run and Carolina continuing 
to be top house here playing first- 
run pix and only ace road show pro- 
ductions, 





Atlanta, Ga. 

Arthur Lucas, of Lucas & Jenkins 
Theatres, Inc., has been sworn in as 
member of State Board of Public 
Welfare, which will administer state 
Social Security Act. 

H. T. Stafford, of Knoxville, Tenn., 
has been named mgr. of Imperial 


.and a Griffin, Ga., vice A. C. 
0 


Rudd, w 
here. 

Bailey’s 81 (colored) undergoing 
$50,000 renovation. 

Atlanta’s Chambers of Commerce, 
both ‘Jaycees’ and their elders, are 
planning to give the city a case of 
the big jitters Wednesday (10) with 
a ‘Parade of Horrors,’ the feature of 
which will be 86 flower-decked cof- 
fins, representing the number of 
‘automobile fatalities here in 1936. 
Bands sprinkled throughout the line 
of march will play funeral dirges. 

To relieve the tension, there will 
be 30 decorated floats to teach a 
safety lesson. 


has entered realty biz 





Charlotte, N. C. 

Fire which started in the operat- 
ing booth badly damaged the State 
theatre at Concord. Hundreds of 
patrons escaped without injury. 

The Gregg family—N. A., the fa- 
ther, and Louis, Murphy, and Wal- 
ter, sons—have entered the restau- 
rant business after recently selling 
their chain of Criterion theatres in 
North Carolina. 





Seattle. 
With Music Hall closing, Jim 
Clemmer, dean of local show man- 
agers, is transfered back to Music 
Box. Ronald Kelley, former M. B. 
mgr., goes to Orpheum as assistant 
to Don Geddes, mgr. 





Springfield, O. 
Majestic, closed since 1928, is to be 
reopened following remodeling. 


‘Dodsworth,’ Samuel Goldwyn; ‘Mr. 
Deeds Goes to Town,’ Columbia: 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ Metro: ‘Libeled 
Lady,’ Metro; ‘San Francisco,’ Metro; 
‘The Story of Louis Pasteur,’ War- 
ners; ‘A Tale of Two Cities,’ Metro; 
‘Three Smart Girls,’ Universal. 


Honorable Mention for Best Ac- 
tress: Irene Dunne, “Theodora Goes 
Wild, Columbia; Gladys George, 
‘Valiant Is the Word for Car:ie,’ Par- 
amount; Carole Lombard, ‘My: Man 


Godfrey,’ Universal; Norma Shearer, 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ Metro. 

Honorable Mention for Best Actor: 
Gary Cooper, ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town, Columbia; Walter Huston, 
‘Dodsworth,’ Samuel Goldwyn; Wil- 
liam Powell, ‘My Man Godfrey,’ Uni- 
versal; Spencer Tracy, ‘San Francis- 
co,’ Metro. 

Honorable Mention for Best Sup- 
porting Actress: Beulah Bondi, ‘Gor- 
geous Hussy,’ Metro; Alice Brady, 
‘My Man Godfrey,’ Universal; Bonita 
Granville, “These Three,” Samuel 
Goldwyn; Maria Ouspenskaya, ‘Dods- 
worth,’ Samuel Goldwyn. 

Honorable Mention for Best Sup- 


porting Actor: Mischa Auer, ‘My 
Man Godfrey,’ Universal; Stuart 
Erwin, ‘Pigskin Parade,’ 20th-Fox; 


Basil Rathbone, ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
Metro; Akim Tamiroff, ‘The General 
Died at Dawn,’ Paramount. 


Honorable Mention for Best Direc- 
tion: William Wyler, ‘Dodsworth,’ 
Samuel Goldwyn; Robert Z. Leonard, 
‘The Great Ziegfeld,’ Metro; Gregory 
La Cava, ‘My Man Godfrey,’ Univer- 
sal; W. S. Van Dyke, ‘San Francisco,” 
Metro. 

Honorable Mention for Best Orig- 
inal: Norman Krasna, ‘Fury,’ Metro; 
William Anthony McGuire, ‘The 
Great Ziegfeld,’-Metro; Robert Hop- 
kins, ‘San Francisco,’ Metro; Adele 
Commandini, ‘Three Smart Girls,” 
Universal. 


Honorable Mention for Best Screen 
Play: Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett, ‘After the Thin Man,’ Met- 
ro; Sidney Howard, ‘Dodsworth,’ 
Samuel Goldwyn Robert Riskin, 
‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town,’ Columbia; 
Morrie Ryskind and Eric Hatch, ‘My 
Man Godfrey,’ Universal. 

Honorable Mention for Best As- 
sistant Director: William Cannon, 
‘Anthony Adverse,’ Warners; Eric G. 
Stacey, ‘The Garden of Allah,’ Selz- 
nick-International; Clem Beauchamp, 
‘Last of the Mohicans,’ Reliance: 
Joseph Newman, ‘San_ Francisco,” 
Metro. 

Honorable Mention for Best Cine- 
matography: “The General Died at 
Dawn, Victor Milner, Paramount; 
‘The Gorgeous Hussy,’ George Fol- 
sey, Metro. 

Honorable Mention for Best Mu- 
sical Scoring: ‘The Charge of the 
Light Brigade,’ WB; ‘The Garden of 
Allah,’ Selznick-International; ‘The 
General Died at Dawn; Par.; ‘Win- 
terset,’ RKO. 

Honorable Mention for Best Song: 
‘Did I Remember?’ (Donaldson and 
Adamson); ‘I’ve Got You Under My 
Skin’ (Cole Porter); ‘A Melody from 
the Sky’ (Mitchell and Alter); ‘Pen- 
nies from Heaven’ (Johnson and 
Burke); ‘When Did You Leave 
Heaven?’ (Whiting and Bullock), 

Honorable Mention for Best Sound 
Recording: 
20th-Fox; ‘The Charge of the Light 
Brigade, Warners: ‘Dodsworth,’ 
Samuel Goldwyn; ‘General Spanky,’ 
Hal Roach; ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town, Columbia; ‘The Texas Ran- 
gers,’ Par.; ‘That Girl from Paris,’ 
RKO; ‘Three Smart Girls,’ U. 

Honorable Mention for Best Film 
Editing: ‘Come and Get It,’ Goldwyn: 
‘Great Ziegfeld.’ Metro: ‘Lloyds of 
London,’ 20th-Fox; ‘A Tale of Two 
Cities,’ Metro; ‘Theodora Goes Wild,’ 
Columbia. 


Warners Parade of Winners 


Recapitulation of awards shows 
following in box score: Warners, 
Paul Muni, actor; Gale Sandergaard, 
supporting actress; Sheridan Gibney 
and Pierre Collings, original; Gibney 
and Collings, adaptation and screen- 
play; ‘Give Me Liberty,’ color short; 
Jack Sullivan, assistant director; Leo 
F. Forbstein, musical scoring: Tony 
Gaudio, cinematographer, and Ralph 
Dawson, film editing. 

Metro: ‘The Great Ziegfeld,’ pro- 
duction; Luise Rainer, actress; “The 
Public Pays,’ two-reeler; Seymour 
Felix, dancer director; Douglas 
Shearer, sound recording. 

Samuel Goldwyn: Walter Brennan, 
supporting actor; Richard Day, art 
direction. 

Columbia: Frank Capra, feature 
director, 

RKO: Jerome Kern and Dorothy 
Fields, song composition. 

Hal Roach: ‘Bored of Education,° 
one-reeler, 

Walt Disney: ‘The Country Cousin,” 
cartoon. 

March of Time: Roy E, Larsen, 
special award, and Selznick-Inter- 
national; W. Howard Greene and 





Harold Rosson, color cinematography 
for ‘The Garden of Allah.’ 


‘Banjo On My Knee,’ ° 
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L. A. First Runs Picking Up Over Spanish Pics rs.e*". Court Switch on Double-Featuring 


Permission to show ‘In Defense of 


Last Year: Cold Weather Hurt '" 2emz2ere"sc2| ~ Test Case Puzzling Philly Exhibs 
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| Chief J. Russell Taylor. 
At the same time, Patrick Duffy, 4 








ae + 'film censor, acted to prevent the | - ; ; 
Los Angeles, March 9 a year ago when aggregate take was | screening of the film elsewhere in | Fox Theatres Receiver ne aging a 9 
“i 7 | Pennsylvania. He said it didn't have . . . ere is a inds of puzzlement 
First run picture grosses here $169,475. Files Financial Report 


Several weeks of adverse weather, | the approval of the state board of in the film industry hereabouts con- 








-eivers » 22, 1932, up to 

— Perey yg Ferree 40 pode Judges Buffington, Davis and Thomp- 
State, where this year’s nine weeks First run situations to show slight Detroit, March 9. } 
take aggregated $143,851, compared decreases this year over last are Regarded as one of the most in- 
with a combined gross of $110,196 | the RKO Hillstreet and Pantages, |quential political posts in Detroit, 
day-dating. Former’s combined nine George W. Trendle, prez of United 
weeks’ take is off about 1% with the |petroit theatre chain, was re- 
Increase at Grauman’s Chinese for | Pantages take about 24%% below appointed this week as president of 


for the past nine weeks, starting which included a long rainy peli, | rng or Biola piggy Pes me cerning Circuit Court of Appeals 
with the holiday business, showed} p14, a week of exceptional cold, | port in N. Y. federal court yesterday | rescinding of its decision on the 
substantial improvement generally | hurt grosses generally during the TRENDLE AGAIN NO. l (Tues.), as of Dec. 31 last, his report | double-feature case. 

over takes for the corresponding past two months, and may be re- ER showing a deficit ih yr ge tegen Thursday, announcement came 
nine weeks a year ago. Increase |. onciple for holding down takes in DETROIT FIRE-EAT Losses during the period ov the through regular news channels that 


ranged as high as 35% at Loew’s | most of the houses. 


The book value of the assets of | Son, sitting here in U. S. Court of 
Fox Theatres is placed at $10,091,171,| Appeals, reaffirmed its decision of 
while investments in and advances] Jan. 16, 1936, in stating that the six a 
to subsidiary companies, now worth- 


‘less, amounted to $28,693,904. Cash 
’ » wee ¢ Ss. — . le re , 
}on hand as of Dec. 31 last was $753,- | ants, were violating the Federal anti 


for same period last year. major film companies, the defend- 














the nine weeks of this year amounted | 58Me period a year ago. the Detroit Fire Department by |... | trust law by their methods of stop- ’ 
to around 15%, with a combined ace Pose gee Prccegge A seni Hat pgs le pat | Net loss for the six months end- ping double-feature programs. 
gross of $108,142 against $104,323 for | oi ontiy upped takes for this year’s |in that capacity. ing Dec. 31, 1936 was $39,347. Loss in Yesterday (Saturday) the local 
same period last year. nine week period as against the| As head of the first department, | realization of aanets se pene ond dailies carried the story the Court's 
Combined gross of the Paramount | Previous year. In the 1926 period | Trendle’s jurisdiction includes all | 578. Claims eetanetis ti seg we | stand in the double-feature case was : 
: Downtown outgrossed Hollywood by | fire-prevention legislation, observ- | amounting to $26,634,7 , Revs ‘filed by error.’ d directed : ' i ( 
4 theatre for this year’s first nine about $1,000, hitting a combined take |ance of regulations on construction | settled for $5,714,858. Claims still un- | — r — wid = irected a re- 
} weeks amounted to $172,535, a gain] of $72,100 against $71,000 at the of buildings, and enforcement of | decided amount to OS,573,008. Of yy crapeden Seth 5 is ; 
of $3,060 over corresponding period | Boulevard house. laws affecting public safety. these claims, Fox admits $1,098,891. Seder) ie oe Pisa cad el ' 
mystified. | 

| In their decision as handed down 
Thursday, Judges Buffington, Davis é 
| and Thompson reiterated their con- 1 
| | viction that Harry and Louis Perel- ] 
{ | man, indie exhibs and original plain- 
{ | tiffs in now-historic case, had suc- ] 
qj ceeded in proving the six defendant ] 


companies guilty of conspiracy. Case 
was first launched before Judge 
Welsh in °34 and his first decision 
was handed down in January, 1935, 
and twice sustained since by the 4 
| Circuit Court on appeals made by 
the defending companies. 
Case is now wide open again. Yes- 
terday when Clerk of Court William 
Rowland, announced the ‘error,’ and 
said that the Judges wanted the case 
reargued, he announced no date. 


| MPTOA Meet 


(Continued from page 7) 














is leaving the Coast today (Wed.). AS 
In addition to expecting numerous 
other names in the industry, Major 
Albert Warner, residing in Florida 
this winter, is taking an active hand 
in convention plans and will attend 
sessions. The general sales managers 
of the various majors have not been 
officially invited but anticipated that 
most of them will be on hand as at 
the New Orleans conclave two years 
ago. Advertising representatives of 
all majors have already indicated 
they will attend. . 


No Special Train 


‘While plans for a special train out 
of New York have been called off 
due to the fact that too many people 
are going down on different days, 
the attendance, based on reservations 
and advanced plans, suggested a rec- 
ord for any MPTOA meet. It is esti- 
mated that a probable 1,000 will 
| gather in Miami, as against 700 for 
| the New Orleans meeting. 

Paramount itself, which will hold 
a three-day convention also in 
Miami, has reserved a total of 100 
rooms, while as many as 75 rooms 
have been reserved by the South- 
eastern Theatre Owners Assn., com- 
prising Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, 
and Florida. There are as many as 
28 Pullman reservations out of San 
Francisco and 40 out of Los Angeles. ‘ 
While the MPTOA doesn’t know who 
the 40 from L. A. are, a good por- 
tion will be people from the studios. 

Some MPTOA and Par convention 
people have already gone to Miami 
to vacation before sessions begin, 
while others are leaving today 
(Wed.), others Thursday and Friday 
and the majority Saturday (13). A 
lesser number will take off Sunday 
(14). Most of Par’s group from the 
east will depart Saturday (13). A 
large delegation from New England 
attending the MPTOA convention is 
leaving Friday (12) in order to get 
into Miami in time for the weekend. ' 

Dave Palfreyman, executive of the 
Hays office and contact with the 
; MPTOA for that organization. is 
|shoving off today (Wed.). Ed L. 
| Kuykendall, who returned to Colum- 
bus, Miss., a week ago, will get into 
| Miami no later than Saturday (13). 
|He has been ill with flu at his Mis- 
' sissippi home. 
| Among those coming on from 
Washington will be Charles A. Edi- 
son, son of Thomas A. Edison and 
assistant Secretary of the Navy. as 
well as Jesse H. Jones, chairman of 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp.. 
also treasurer of the Will Rogers 
| Memorial Fund. 
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Chi Musicians Union Has Own 





Chicago, March 9. 


First move made by organized 
musicians to bring film recording 
under union control and_ there- 


by minimize further unemployment 
among instrumentalists was the pass- 
age over the past week-end of a set 
of rules governing sound recording 
on film by the board of directors of 
the Chicago local. In devising the 
rules the board expressed the view 
that, although they realized the 
amount of film recording done in 
Chicago was negligible at this time, 
precautions should be taken in the 
event Chicago should in the future 
find itself the center of considerable 
film activity. 

Impression in the trade is that an 
attempt will be made at the conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Musicians in Louisville this June to 
induce the international or various 
locals to adopt a similar set of rules. 
Rules as affecting Chicago are: 

1. Sound picture recordings made 
in Chicago may be used in theatres 
charging not over 25c admission pro- 
viding an organist or pianist is used. 

2. Where the admission price ex- 
ceeds 25c the sound picture record- 
ing company must agree that these 
recordings shall only be used when 
the same number of local musicians 
will be employed in the theatre as 
were employed in the making of the 
original sound track. 

3. Dubbing of sound recordings, 
which means the re-recording or any 
part thereof, is prohibited. 

4. Sound picture recordings made 
in Chicago cannot be used in the 


jurisdiction of another local without ' 


permission of the latter local. 

5. Contract provisions: (a) all 
sound picture engagements must be 
contracted on forms furnished by 
the Chicago Federation of Musicians 
for this purpose; (b) contracts to be 
valid must be approved by the CFM’s 
board of directors; (c) contract must 
include a clause setting forth that 
each sound film recording will have 
a registered number which number 
shall be filed with the CFM; (d) 
sound recording company agrees that 
before the registered recording is 
used for any purpose clearance per- 


mission must be obtained from the. 


CFM. 


ROCHESTER EXHIB’S 





TEST OF PICKET LAW. 


Albany, March 9. 

An injunction against picketing of 
his Lyric in Rochester 
the H. William Thompson, 
after he had discharged a motion 
picture operator, is the basis of a 
test of the constitutionality of the 
so-called labor anti-injunction law, 
passed by the 1935 Legislature. Ar-~ 
guments were heard last week by the 
Court of Appeals. Ruling is expected 
in three weeks. 

Alvin Moyer, who is co-defendant 
with Motion Picture Operators’ Local 
253 of Rochester, was employed by 
Thompson. The’ theatre 
charges that the defendants entered 
into a conspiracy to force him to sign 
a union contract. Instead, Thompson 
discharged Moyer and operated the 
projection machine himself. There- 
upon, he charges, pickets appeared 
before his theatre. He sued for and 
was granted an injunction to re- 
Strain the picketing. 

Union labor secured the enact- 
ment of the anti-injunction law, 
which prohibits courts from enjoin- 
ing picketing without first having 
the complaints tried. This is the 
first test of the law. 


Thompson claimed there was no 


secured by 
owner, 


labor trouble at his theatre because | 
he employed no non-union labor. He | 


bondholders’ protective committee 
operated the machine, while 
Thompson was the ticket seller. 


owner | 


Mrs. | 





FILM EMPLOYMENT IN 


While ae in 
business was on the upbeat 
1936, the actual increase in 
of employes for 
tributing companies and theatres was 
not as large as generally 
Conservative estimates by trade as- 
sociation experts place the figure at 
10-12%, including all branches of the 
industry. 

Peculiar situation developed in the 
;past year, which ordinarily might 
|have been expected to hike the num- 
{ber of workers in the actual distribu- 
tion branch. This was the growth of 
the double feature and readjustment 
of producing companies so as to ful- 
fill such program requirements. But 
with the upping in number of fea- 
tures produced there was a pro- 
nounced reduction in short features 
that took care of what might have 
been a vast number of exchange em- 
ployes. 


Special Master 
Assigned Roxy 


during 
number 








(5) be- 
Judge Francis Caffey, 
Theatre's 


At the hearing on Friday 
fore Federal 
'on the Roxy 
tion, the court warned against 
proper tactics and criticism by 
ties with ulterior motives who may 
cause waste and delay in 
rent reorganization proceedings. The 
court used strong words in condemn- 
ing such practices and put all on 
notice that it reserved the right to 
penalize such persons by assessing 
upon them costs. 

Because of the pressure of other 
court assignments, Judge Caffey is 
referring the Roxy matter to Special 
Master Addison S. Pratt, whose job 
will be to determine the fairness of 
the pending reorganization submit- 
ted by the first mortgage bondhold- 
ers protective cominittee. 

At the same time, the court 
paid lengthy tribute to the work of 
this committee and praised the group 
for what it has done for the Roxy 
theatre, N. Y. Judge Caffey was 
| strong in stating that this first mort- 


im- 
par- 


|gage bondholders’ committee has 
|been of the utmost helpfulness to 
the Roxy situation. He condemned 


| unwarranted criticism of the group. 
Judge Caffey told the assemblage 
|in his court, who numbered around 

250, that if it had not been for the 
'work of the first mortgage bond- 
| holders’ committee, there would be 
;no preperty over which parties are 
' quarreling. 

The pending plan submitted by the 
first mortgage bondholders’ protec- 
tive committee contemplates assign- 
'ing control of the Roxy theatre to 
20th Century-Fox, upon payment by 
| the latter of around $650,000, and the 
srant of a 20-year film franchise 
from the company to the theatre. 
There was intimation that certain 
stronger franchise guarantees might 
be sought by the court. 

Counsel for the first 


mortgage 


throughout the proceedings are Col. | 


Joseph Hartfield and Carlos Israels, 
of White & Case. 


Billb santa OK’ d 


Detroit, March 9. 
Municipalities may not abolish 
billboards by ordinance, except to 


promote public he 
| general welfare, 
| Supreme court 


alth, safety or the 
the Michigan state 
has ruled. Justice 
Howard Wiest, who wrote the ma- 
jority decision, declared that the city 
| of Bloomfield Hills, a suburb, could 
| not destroy billboards on a property 
just because they spoiled the 
i scenery. 


‘WN 
Ideas on Soundfilm Recordings yr 


1936 UP AROUND 10-127 


the picture | 


Reorg, For Speed 


reorganiza- | 


the cur-| 





NDIE GAINS 


Mergers of Small-Town The- 
atre Operations 
3 Years — Indies 


in Past 
Favor 
Chain Idea for Protection 


CONCENTRATED 


producing and dis- | 


believed. | 


Enormous shift towards circuit 
operations in the last three years 
has added about 100 new circuits | 


period of time. This represents an 
{increase of approximately 331/3% 
Manner in which exhibitors have 
become circuit conscious in the past 
three years has been due largely to 
independents’ activities. 

Manner in which indie exhibitors 
and operators have started circuits 
in this period has been amazing 
Most of this influx has been in sub- 
sequent runs of larger cities or in 
cities of 5,000 to 6,000 and also in 
towns as small as 1,500 population. 
Many of these new independent cir- 
cuits are extensive in number of 
houses under their control but not 
in territory covered. 

Typical of this new type of indie 
operation in groups consisting of 
many theatres in the circuit which 
picked up 50 film houses to operate 
under one controlling head, 
within a radius of 200 miles. Ten- 
dency to concentrate their theatres 
in a small area is the policy of in- 
dependent executives who think that 
they will in this manner be able to 
| keep them under their thumb. 

In this respect, the independent 
chains differ from affiliated or ma- 
jor circuits since the latter extend 
over many states. In some instances, 
they virtually include operations 
from Coast to Coast. Peculiar phase 
of this hike in number of circuits is 
that the increase in number of the- 
| atres by major chains has been neg- 





| ligible as compared with the indie 
growth in circuit biz. 
The indie circuit officials figure 


| that by having close supervision of 
|numerous houses in a small area 


profit. 
hib spots by independénts has. been 
going on steadily in cere 
the past three years; *th®.300 circuits 
that formerly were active are still 
in existence but many. of them have 
placed additional theatres under 
their wing. 

The expansion by independent cir- 
cuits has been so extensive in recent 





communities or small 
don’t now have some 
representation. 


cities that 
indie circuit 





Chicago, March 9. 
Biggest boom demand for theatres 
in the history of the midwest is un- 
der way, and at present far surpasses 
the theatre demand of the pre-1929 | 
hurrah era. Where formerly the 








The first 
features 


serious blow to 


Canada, 
| where the powerful Famous Players- 
Canadian 


may be dealt in 


the 
advisability of going back to singles 
100 per cent. If doing so, FP-C pos- 
sibly will be showing the way out 
of the duals wilderness for other cir- 
cuits, especially if the change to 
singles is backed up by results. 
While most chains, both major and 
independent, .would prefer to see 
an end to dualing, none of impor- 
tance approaching the Canadian 
string has been willing to consider a 
move to take the bull by the horns 
and go out of the policy. It isn't 
| certain whether FP-C will either, 
i but the circuit above the border is 


chain is considering 


and brought the total to 400 in that | 


and all | 


they will be able to operate at a| 
Absorptiomr ef individual ex- | 


ent years. In! 


seasons that there are few important | 


double | 
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Prof. Dale’s Mouthful 
On Film Censorship 


Columbus, March 9. 

The public attending picture thea- 
tres can obtain more effective results 
than censor boards by away 
so-called objectionable 
|} according to Edgar Dale, motion pic- 
|} ture chairman of the National Con- 
Parents and Teachers, He 
claimed that picture censorship vio- 
lates the principle of freedom of 
speech, saying that 
censorship is the concept that there 
jare a few 
can view any picture without injury 
and that the rest are weak-minded. 

Dale is associate professo1 
cation at Ohio State. 


staying 
from 


gress of 


of edu 


Thompsor- Pettey May 
Carry On McCarthy’s 


Dept., Sars Successor 


A successor to the late J. J. Mc- 
Carthy in the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors of America 
may not be appointed since Lesier 
Thompson has been in charge of the 
eastern advisory advertising council 
while McCarthy was on the Coast, 
and Tom Pettey is in 
there. 

McCarthy had transferred to the 
| Coast office largely because 
health, having put in a bad winter 
in 1935-36 in New York. Thompson 


has Joel Swenson as an assistant on 
the New York end. 
Ken Clark, who succeeded John 


Boettiger at the home 
|}charge of newspaper contacts. 

Mrs. J. J. (Sadie) McCarthy will 
remain east for the present with her 
sister, Violet (Mrs. Earle W.) Ham- 
mons in Westchester, N. Y., follow- 
ing services of her husband 
Thursday. 

Interment was in Gates of Heaven 
Cemetery, Mt. Pleasant (near White 
Plains), N. Y., where a simple and 
brief service was read. 

Among those at the station when 


office, is in 


|J. J..s body arrived was Will H. 
|Hays, McCarthy’s ‘boss’ in the 
| M.P.P.D.A. 


Philly Film Men Appointed 
Philadelphia, March 9 

Four film men are included on the 
committee appointed by Mayor Wil- 
son to plan Philadelphia’s celebra- 
tion of the 150th anniversary of the 
| Constitution. 

They are Joseph Bernhard, Ted 
Schlanger, James Clark and Emanuel 
Rosenfeld. 








great seekers after theatres were the 
lfive or six national circuits, today the 
individual, independent exhibitors, 
with one or two houses, are busy 
scouring the territory to add more 
houses. 





EP-Canadian Chain of 300 Mulls 
Idea of Going Back to Single Pix. 


at least huddling on the matter. 

A thorough check, according to 
the Paramount home office, is being 
made with a view to deciding 
whether or not steps should be taken 
to eliminate duals over the 
J. J. Fitzgibbons, operator 
is taking the matter up with his men. 
The chain, numbering around 300 


houses, extends from coast to coast 
and is wholly controlled by Para- | 
mount. Its conversion to a policy | 


of singletons 
doubt have an important effect on 
competing theatres in the various 
provinces, if not a complete end to 
duals over the border. 


Famous-Canadian does not double | 


feature in all its houses, but policy 
is in effect in the majority of them. 


films, | 


implications of | 


strong-minded people who | 


charge out 


last | 


chain. | 
of FP-C, | 


throughout would no} 


F EM ARE \Loew’ s Century, Balto, Cuts Oakleys, 
~ §o Sunpapers Retaliate in Ad War 


o - 
Baltimore, March 9 
hyped advertising 
local Sunpapers and 
; downtown exhibs took on added im- 
petus this week with Loew’s Cen- 
tury bearing the biggest brunt of 
the first the news- 
pape. 


sattle 
rates 


over 
between 


barrage fired by 


Following the return of 
sent by 


all passes 
de luxers to the paper and 
ja request that no more be handed 
jout in the future except to the crix, 
the Sun pulled all Century art and 
publicity matter from this Sunday’s 
amusement section. Also notified its 
crix not to review Century shows, 
, although this ruling not in force yet 
against other 





downtowners. 


Fecling in local show circles is 
that paper is shooting at strongest 
link in local setup with hopes of 
;others weakening and. retreating 


| from the present united front which 
has been in 


operation since an- 

nouncement of new and higher rate 
tructure, 

So far, theatres are sticking to- 

sether and determined to fight it out 


with no moves yet on either side for 
Attitude of Sunpapers 
toward theatres governed by tradi- 
tional rigid policy of no-give, and 
breaks for local publicity grabbers 
very few and far between. 


ONTARIO DROPS ITS 
10% AMUS, TAX RAP 


Toronto, March 9 

Bizgest step forward ever handed 
the Ontario sport and theatre world 
is in the Government budget this 
afternoon. All amusement taxes 
are abolished. Previous minimum 
had been 10% with many chains 
absorbing this. 

Result is equal to-a jump of 10% 
in profits—if any. 


| compromise. 


of his | 


Marie Wilson’s Crackup 
Hollywood, March 9. 
Wilson, Warners’ comedi- 
suffered severe injuries March 


Marie 
enne, 


4 when her auto collided with two 
other cars. 
Physicians asserted she would re- 


cover following a head operation. 





See Report 











(Continued from page 6) 
in addition to his other 
62,860 common, 10,618 
ible preferred. 

20th Century-Fox—Chase Bank, 
which has been liquidating immense 


holdings of 
$3.85 convert- 


holdings over period of several 
months, dumped 438 common and 
876 of the $1.50 preferred, leaving 


351,909 of the first variety and 703,- 
818 of the latter at month-end. 

Grand National—Only transactions 
in this were purchases aggregating 
15,000 common by Kirk W. Todd of 
Pittsburgh, director who formerly 
had no stake in the company. Todd 
picked up his lot in three transac- 
tions, biggest being purchase of 12,- 
000 shares on Jan. 18. 

Personal holdings of 
Paramount directors were revealed 
j in the semi-monthly report. Com- 
poe showed seven of the officer-di- 
| rectors have no financial siake in the 
company. 

Those who were listed as non- 
| holders were President Barney Bal- 
aban, board chairman: Adolph Zu- 
kor, Stephen Callaghan, W. B. Co- 


additional 








i kell, John W. Hicks, Jr.. Harry O. 
King and Fred Mohrhardt. Among 
the holders of common were Y. 
Frank Freeman, 1,000 shares: A, 
Conger Goodyear, ditto; John He tz 


| (through Lehman Bros., of which he 
lis a partner), 6.000: and Henry 
Herzbrun, 209. Holding 6% first pre- 
ferred were Goodyear, 300 direcily 
| and 300 through a trust; Hertz, 15 
through a trust; and Charles A. Mec- 
Culloch, 1,500. Investments in 6% 
second preferred were shown as fol- 
lows: Goodyear, 1,000: Hertz (via 
Lehman Bros.), 8,000; Herzbrun, 85; 


and Earl I. McClintock, 100, 
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Denver’s Oldest Gift 
Stunt, Ford Giveaway, 
Dropped by Huffman 


Denver, March 9. 
The oldest cooperative giveaway 
in Denver passed out when Harry 
Huffman discontinued the giving 
away of a weekly Ford. His seven 
theatres participated in the deal. 
Ford dealers cooperated by paying 











for trailers in theatres. Huffman 
has given away 148 cars. 
Dave Cockrill, of the Denham, 


who was left alone on a bank night 
giveaway by the withdrawal a few 
weeks ago of the Fox and Publix 
houses from the setup, has added the 
Alpine to his layout. Cockrill bought 
the house and has added it to his 
Denham bank night drawing, on a 
twice-a-week basis. He is expected 
to add other houses to the giveaway. 

Fox houses will return to bank 


arn an Ne 


PICTURES 





Seeeueied 





a 


night soon gfter Easter, with a new 
set of registrations. They plan to 
bar ali tourist signatures, and all 
Fox houses are expected to be in- 
cluded in the setup. 

With Huffman dropping the car 
giveaway he is left without a give- 
away, except grocery night and the 
like, at his neighborhood Bluebird. 


7TH STICKUP POINTS TO 
AN EPIDEMIC IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, March 9. 

A Negro robber who took $52 from 
Mrs. Lulu Skelton, cashier at Strand, 
located in populous center just out- 
side business district Thursday (4), 
escaped after chase during which he 
was fired on by gendarmes. Negro 
entered cashier’s cage, pointed gun 











Gambler’s Luck 





Des Moines, March 9. 

Mrs. Madge Gordon hadn't 
missed a bank night drawing in 
Webster City, Iowa, since it 
started, until she was taken to 
Rockwell City reformatory to 
serve five years for operating a 
disorderly house. 

The night she left for Rock- 
well City her name was called 
at the theatre and had she been 
present she would have won 
$350. 











SPOKANE’S 1ST ARTIE 


Spokane, March 9. 
W. E. Lindsay is installing sound 
equipment in the Spokane Little 
theatre preparatory to showing for- 
eign-made pictures. 
“Moscow Laughs” (Amkino) will be 





at Mrs. Skelton and demanded 
dough. 
She is seventh theatre cashier in | 








burg to be tapped since Jan. 1. 


| the first. 


Others will follow twice a 
month. 

Spokane has no foreign picture 
theatre at present. 
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KRIMS ADD DOWNTOWN, DET. 
Detroit, Merch 9 

Downtown theatre, former RKO 
showcase, was added Monday to the 
chain operated by Sol and Mac 
Krim, Sam Carver, operator of first- 
run house the past three months, 
continues as manager and half 
owner. ‘Ecstasy’ has been booked as 
the initial offering Thursday (11) at 
$1.10 top. 

New owners are dickering for big 
films to replace programmers played 
past three months. 





SCARIN’ ’EM SILLY 
Wichita, March 9, 


Boris Karloff was too realistic in 
‘The Walking Dead’ to Jesse E. Haak, 
18, Clearwater, Kas., who collapsed 
while watching showing of picture 
in the Wichita theatre Saturday. 

Ambulance took youth to hospital 
where attaches reported victim’s 
condition not serious but weak from 
fright. 











James Dunn says: 
“Luckies are a light smoke 








An independent survey was made recently 
among professional men and women—lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, etc. Of those who said 
they smoke cigarettes, more than 87% stated they 


personally prefer a light smoke. 





Mr. Dunn verifies the wisdom of this pref- 
erence, and so do other leading artists of the 
radio, stage, screen and opera. Their voices are 
their fortunes. That’s why so many of them 
smoke Luckies. You, too, can have the throat pro- 
tection of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain 
harsh irritants removed by the exclusive process 
‘Tt’s Toasted”. Luckies are gentle on the throat. 





A Light Smoke 
“It’s Toasted”—Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION—AGAINST COUGH 


gentle on the throat” 


*] first smoked Luckies in my home town 
of New Rochelle, N. Y., in November, 
1917, when the boys were moving into Fort 
Slocum—and in general Luckies have 
been my cigarette ever since that time. I’ve 
found that they’re a light smoke—smooth 
and gentle on the throat, and I get a big 
kick out of that Lucky flavor — whether 
it’s right after my morning coffee, or after 
a midnight snack at the Brown Derby.” 


CO-STAR OF 
NEW UNIVERSAL PICTURE, 
“WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS” 





THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 


Copyright 1937, The American Tobacco Company 
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Presto! Change-0! 
Mob Bilked Buffalo 
Theatres on Banko 


* Buffalo, March 9, 
Buffalo theatre-goers and owners 
have been victimized for the past 
six months by a ‘bank night’ swindle 
gang, it was revealed here today 
with the arrest of one man and the 


start of an investigation into the 
racket. George Houston, 37; was 
charged with grand larceny, second 
degree, and two men and women are 
being sought by police. 
According to Houston, the 
has been operating in all - Buffalo 
neighborhoods and surrounding 
towns. The swindle starts with one 
racketeer inspecting the list of 
ticket holders displayed in the thea- 
tre lobby. A person selected from 
the list is contacted by the gang 
and a definite agreement is made to 
the split of the prize if the person 
selected is successful. The split is 
usually 20% to the winner and 80% 
to the gang. 

On bank night when members of 
the audience are invited to draw the 
winning number, a gangster is the 
first on the stage and by sleight of 
hand the number selected from the 
barrel is palmed and a printed dupli- 
cate is produced from the gangster’s 
sleeve. 

Houston confessed that he had 
picked the winning ticket this way, 
five out of seven times. On the other 
two occasions the duplicate had 
stuck in his sleeve and the gang lost 
out. 

The racket was uncovered due to 
an anonymous phone call received 
by a theatre patron whose name had 
been posted and who was proposi- 
tioned that the drawing could be 
fixed so that he would win $200. The 
next night the number was picked 
as agreed but the gang failed to 
contact the winner. Next day, how- 
ever, the winner received a phone 
call demanding $160 whereupon he 
notified the police. Trailing a mes- 
senger who had been sent to collect 
the money from the winner, brought 
no result, the gang member failing 
to make the contact. 


Pinch Chases Banko from 
St. P. but Mpls. Still for It 


St. Paul, March 9. 

Blocked by affidavits of prejudice 
filed on behalf of four exhibs, de- 
fendants in St. Paul’s bank night lote 
tery trials, District Court Judge 
Hugo O. Hanft assigned Judge Al- 
bert H. Enerson of Lamberton 
(Minn.) to preside at the trials 
which started at 10 o’clock this 
morning in Ramsey County district 
court. Affidavits were filed in bee 
half of J. L. Stern, Minnesota man- 
ager of Affiliated Enterprises, Inc., 
which allegedly controls bank night 
nationally; David Gilman, secretary 
of Northland Amus. Co., and Louis 
Rubenstein and Abe Kaplan, opera- 
tors of the Dale, local nabe. 

Under a statute which permits 
such procedure, Judge Hanft entered 
a not guilty plea for two other de- 
fendants, Affiliated Enterprises and 
Charles Yaeger, its head. Trial was 
set for March 15. Extradition pro- 
ceedings are afoot to bring Yaeger 
to St. Paul from Denver, where he 
operates, 

Four of the confessed bank night 
swindlers, last of the 11 who pleaded 
guilty and were sentenced, were 
given suspended sentences by Judge 
Hanft last week. They included the 
printer of the fake tickets, who had 
maintained that his share from the 
ring was less than $50, though the 
swindlers raked in more than $3,000 
in their operations. Since the quar- 
tet is employed, hizzoner let ’em off, 
with promises to him that they'd be 
good boys from now on. 

Though bank night has been 
yanked from local houses, Minne- 
apolis nabes are still ballying prize 
nights. Looks lke local exhibs feel 
the authorities mean biz, but the 
boys across the river are waiting for 
the outcome of the test cases. 





sani 
gang 











Minneapolis, March 9. 
_ Reporting here to Northwest Al- 
lied States’ members on the St, 
Paul upheaval that followed un- 
earthing of a swindle that netted a 
gang of 11 more than $3,000 in fraud- 
ulent winnings, prompted _indicte 
ment of three exhibitors and two 
distributors and caused introduction 
of an anti-theatre gift night bill in 
the state legislature, W. A. Steffes 
warned exhibitors to comply to the 
letter with the rules laid down by 





the ‘bank night’ company, 
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Anii-Alien Actor Bill's Finale 


Bit of a Fiasco: Dickstein’s 8 Star 


Witnesses Don’t Show; Now Cold? 


Washington, March 9. 
Hearings on the Dickstein alien- 
zctor bill wound up today, after 
eight actors, promised as witnesses 
in support of the measure, failed to 
proceedings 
Chairman 


Dickstein able to produce only two 


show up. Morning’s 


were a flopperoo, with 


pinch hitters for the measure. House 
immigration and naturalization com- 
mittee will into an executive 
huddle on the bill, probably Thurs- 
day 
Today's 
plete fizzle. 


go 


hearings proved a com- 

High-class talent which 
Dickstein had promised sent their 
regrets. Tempers of committee 
members were short, and entire pro- 
ceedings were characterized by 
scraps with the chairman. 

John F. Simmons, chief of the 
State Department’s visa division, 
was produced to fill the witness 
chair, after 20 minutes of waiting 
for the missing witnesses, but his 
testimony was confined to an inter- 
pretation of current labor laws and 
mild criticism of the amended meas- 
ure, which he described as ‘vaguely 
worded.’ 


Slight scuffle occurred when Dick- | 


stein objected to previous testimony 
of Representative Celler, in which 
the New Yorker had read excerpts 
from a State Department memoran- 
dum which Dickstein insisted were 
confidential. Simmons, however, de- 
clared memo was available to the 


public and no rules were broken by | 


its release. 
Attempt of Rep. Kramer of Cali- 


fornia to read aloud a telegram | 


slamming the bill, which he had re- 
ceived from Marian Bruce Clark, 
Metropolitan Opera star, were vig- 
orously opposed by Dickstein, who 
hastily dug up a clipping proving 
that the American warbler had sung 
in Italy under the name of Mme. 


| Franca Somigli. 





j 
| 
| 


she never observed discrimination 
against Americans. She also said 
that there were no statutes in the 
country regulating the appearance 
of foreign talent. Passage of the 
Dickstein act ‘would create a very 
adverse feeling in Italy against 
American artists,’ she concluded. 
The amended bill is still contrary 
to the best interests of the American 
theatre. Marcus Heiman, president 
of the League of New York Theatres, 


| said in a telegram to the committee, 


‘and the league feels that ‘substan- 


This, Dickstein im- | 


| plied, was proof that the gal was | 


'two-timing America. Kramer 
torted, however, with the reminder 


that Dickstein’s star witness last 
week was the ‘honorary’ German 
Baroness Fern Andra and that she 


also 

Second appearance was staged by 
Charles Henry Freeman, New York 
concert manager, who appeared two 
weeks ago to tell about the machina- 
tions of a ‘Metropolitan Opera 
claque’ extorting money from opera 
singers. Freeman, who has attended 
all previous hearings this year, was 
called upon by Dickstein to explain 


went by a stage name. 


Tee | 


why the actors expected to appear | 


today had failed to arrive. 

Claiming that most of the missing 
stars could not be present because 
of their fears of retaliation, Free- 
man launched into another song 
about the monopoly exerted by opera 
and radio. Arthur Judson, head of 
Columbia Concerts Corp., controls 
‘practically every conductor’ in the 
country, Freeman’ charged, and 
George Engels, of National Broad- 
casting Co., is the second of the ‘two 


| quota provision which prohibits ad- | 
i mission of alien talent unless Ameri- 


|ean artists are taken in exchange, | 
would be deleted except in cases 


: ° . | 
men controlling American ‘music to- 


day.’ 
some definite contractual connection’ 
with the Metropolitan Opera Co. 
After adjournment, Freeman told 
newspapermen that the witnesses 
who remained away included Geral- 
dine Farrar, former Met star; Henry 
Hadley, American conductor and 
composer; Dr. Harold Hanson, of the 
Rochester Eastman Foundation, and 


| Educational Department of the Victor 
'Co. The most famous of the missing 
witnesses were ‘afraid to have their 
names used,’ he added. 

| In her telegram to representative 
| Kramer, Miss Clark, who made her 


NBC, he further stated, ‘has | 


tially every important manager and 


theatre owner in the country is oOp- | 


posed to it.’ 

Lengthy proceedings ended at 
noon, with a majority of the com- 
mittee apparently intent on harassing 
Dickstein. Virtually none of the 
members aided the chairman in his 
attempt to swing witnesses back into 
step and ganged up in a way that 


indicated the bill will be ice-boxed | 
this session. 

Heroic scramble to regain lost 
ground was staged last Wednesday 


(3), by Representative Samuel Dick- 
stein, author of the alien actor bill | 
currently being triea for its life be- 


mittee of which Dickstein is chair- 
man. With support for the measure, 


| which would set up trade barriers 
| against foreign artists, going into a 
| tail-spin, 


Dickstein hastily an- 
nounced that. changes would be 
made in the bill to permit the en- 
trance into the U. S. of artists of 
‘outstanding merit.’ Furthermore, the 


where the foreign actors’ homeland 


| discriminated against American art- 
| ists, Dickstein said. 


|} men 
|lient attempt to rally 
Dr. Frances Elliot Clark, head of the | 


| 
| 


| debut at the Met last night in ‘Ma- | 


dame Butterfly,’ in N. Y., declared 
| that in nine years of singing with 


| the foremost Italian opera companies, | 
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reel of exclusive and intimate 
London preparing for its 


greatest event— 


The Coronation of 


King George VI 


and 


| Queen Elizabeth 


NEVER BEFORE SHOWN 
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Can Be Purchased Exclusively 
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So a eh aa: “rae — 


Fourth sitting of the Immigration | 


Committee produced little, beyond a 
thrill for members and newspaper- 
in the form of Fern 
European film star who made a va- 
support for 
the measure. 

Appearance of Miss Andra, swathed 


in black fur with a triangular black | 
hat hiding most of her face, caused | 
| male 


spectators to start primping, 
and the tale of her hardships as an 
actress and film producer abroad oc- 
cupied most of the morning session. 

Born in Wauseka, Ill., Miss Andra 
—former wife of Ian Keith, stage 
and screen star—went to Germany 
at the age of three and appeared as 
a child actress in the Berlin theatres 
not long afterwards. 
own film company, 


which she ad- 


mitted ‘stands in name, but nothing | 
more’ at present, and has played in | 


in for- 
Central Europe and 


the legitimate theatre and 
eign films in 
England since before the war. 
ing her career she has ‘lived as a 
German,’ she said, and she holds the 
title of ‘honorary baroness,’ which 
was ‘just sort of given to me.’ 


Discrimination Abroad 

Discrimination against American 
actors in Germany and England was 
theme-song of Miss Andra’s testi- 
mony. In both cduntries, U. S. ac- 
tors are ‘harrassed’ and chivvied by 
officials, she said, and the Dickstein 
bill should be enacted into law for 
retaliatory purposes. Although a 
producer of foreign films herself, 
her company was _ discriminated 
against and she was subjected to 
stringent supervision by the authori- 
ties, she declared. 

Disclosing a friendship with Josef 
Goebbels, Nazi Minister of Propa- 
ganda, Miss Andra told of a letter 


| she had received from him in an- 


swer to her complaints against Ger- 
man restrictions against foreign tal- 
ent. He was ‘terribly sorry,’ she 
said, about legislation barring all 
foreign actors from the country, but 
the law had been passed. Other laws 
requir. all Americans to be taxed 
three times as much as German citi- 
zens, and force the exportation of 
two German ‘lms for each foreign 
picture brought into the country, she 
told the committee. 

Miss Andra’s testimony disclosed 
that America is suffering from a 
dearth of Hamlets. Plenty of Amer- 
ican actors could take the place of 
Gielgud, Miss Andra insisted, or 
‘why did Booth gain the reputation 
of the greatest of Hamlets?’ Repre- 
sentative Mason, Republican mem- 
ber from Illinois, agreed with this 
statement, adding, ‘In other words 
we have no Hamlets because we 
have been importing them from 
abroad,’ to which the lively Ameri- 
can-born German baroness replied 
‘Quite!’ 

Following her testimony that few 
Europeans cared for American films 
and that the U. S. motion picture 
industry ‘would be just as great if 
there were no Europe to send films 
to,’ Miss Andra was asked whether 
any of her own productions had 
been imported by American exhib- 
itors. Declaring that her pictures 
were created fer the ‘adult minds’ of 





. | are 
fore the House Immigration Com-| } 


| motion 


Andra, | 


She owns her | 


Dur- | 


Central Europe’ and were seldom 
shown in the U. S. because of the 
lack of censorship for children, she 
said that Europe, China, Japan and 
South America absorbed most of her 
productions. ‘Most of my films were 
| forbidden by censors in Germany 
| for anyone under 18,’ she admitted. 

Miss Andra left the hearing room 
after a patriotic outburst in which 
she said she wanted to see a U. S. 
Navy and Army bigger than any 
other in the world. She will return 
to Germany within a few days be- 
cause she ‘loves the country,’ it was 
later learned. 
Grand Opera’s Peeve 

The second witness supporting the 
bill was Evelyn Brant, secretary of 
the Grand Opera Artists’ Associa- 
tion, an affiliate of the American 
Federation of Labor. Passage of the 
measure would give the opera in- 
dustry ‘some security,’ she told the 
committee, in a frenzied appeal 
which she compared the plight 
American musicians to that of flood 
victims. ‘You must listen to the cries 
of the distressed!’ she insisted. 

After coming out for artists who 
‘Made in the U. S. A.’, Miss 
Brant accused the big interests of 
pictures and radio as the 
principal foes of American talent 
and also corroborated testimony of 
previous witnesses that the Metro- 
politan Opera Company is the vil- 
lain of a plot to persecute American 
singers. She received death threats 
from the alleged ‘Metropolitan 
| claque’ which figured in the second 
session of the Dickstein hearings, 





| she said, but the gangsters scattered | 
when her husband hired a ‘group of | 


detectives’ to follow them. 
Motion pictures and radio are 

‘very large factor’ in the unemploy- 
| ment of American actors, the Com- 
mittee was told by Agnes Cronin, 
}an official in the Federal Works 
Progress Administration. Approxi- 
mately 11,500 individuals are work- 
ing on Federal theatre projects at 
| present, Miss Cronin said, of whom 
| about 25% to 30% are former actors. 
| The WPA worker expressed no opin- 
ion on the bill itself. 

During last Wednesday’s hearings, 

the press was soundly berated for its 
failure to comply with requests to 
| ‘Print the Dickstein bill in full’ and 
| otherwise enlighten the public as to 
| the ‘true purpose’ of the measure. 
}Local and out-of-town § scribblers 
| also were accused of favoring oppo- 
| sition witnesses and panning Dick- 
| stein’s supporters. 
Olive-branch was extended, how- 
| ever, when Dickstein lured the press 
table with promises that first-run 
film stars would appear in the bill's 
behalf today, with one who 
‘better than Garbo.’ 


British Beef 


(Continued from page 1) 
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gagements throughout the United 
Kingdom are eyeing the situation 
with understandable anxiety. They 
don’t relish the prospect of losing 
this profitable field. 

During 1936 alone, 1,675 foreign 
performers were granted variety and 
cabaret licenses in England. About 
80% of that nuniber, ii is estimated, 
came from America. In 1932, the 
number of foreign artist permits in 
this field was 1,083. 
to 1,190. Following year it was 1,243 
and in 1935 it reached 1,394. 

Increase for 1936 was the sharpest 
in five years, proving distinctly that 
the trend is growing, rather than 
declining. For 1937, it is believed, 
the influx will be even larger—un- 
less suddenly curbed. 


Circuses Too 

In circus field, similarly, the for- 
eign invasion is growing. With the 
exception of one year, the annual 
number of permits for circus en- 
gagements has increased. In 1932 
there were 310 permits granted. In 
1933 there were 318 issued. Follow- 
ing year the number climbed to 338, 
while in 1935 it dropped to 289. But 
last year it was up to a new high 
of 372. Might be pointed out, how- 
ever, that in this category there 
are more continentals than Amer- 
icans involved. 

While accurate figures for the 
number of English variety and cab- 
aret turns in the U. S! Bre not avail- 
able, it is extremely unlikely that 
any such influx is taking place, in 
view of the admittedly limited avail- 
able playdates. In legit, picture, 
opera and concert fields the bal- 
ance may be more even, with Eng- 
lish artists invading the American 
ranks, although statistics there are 
open to question. 

Furthermore, it is pointed out, 
Equity keeps a pretty close and sharp 


them cut in too much. 
Oniy field in which England may 





in | 
of | 


was | 


In 1933 it grew | 


eye peeled on legitimate actors from | 
England inthe... S. and doesn’t let | 


Banko Necessary 
For Indies to Stay 
In Biz, ITOA Holds 


The Independent Theatre Owners’ 
Association in voting last week to 
continue with bank nights, cash con- 
tests and other giveaways contend 
that they must retain such added in- 
ducements for patronage in order to 
compete with first-run theatres in 
admish prices. The association of- 
ficials state that they are willing to 
confer with major circuit execs on 
the matter of adjusting admish scales 
and trimming their giveaways. 

The ITOA leaders claim the give- 
aways, whether coin or merchandise, 
are the only defense they have 
| against major competition in Greater 
|New York. Their contention is that 
competing major circuit theatres 
| have their admittance fees almost on 
a parity with theatres operating in- 
dependently, big rub being, they say, 
| that the major first-run houses have 
| the product while the indies must 
| wait for 90 to 180 days to receive 
| these same features. 
| ITOA members and other inde- 
| pendent exhibitors charge that under 
|such alleged conditions, they must 
| battle better or newer product with 
the giveaways. 

Major circuit officials reply with 
the claim that they have been 
gradually increasing admissions 
wherever they felt the traffic would 
bear it. 











ERPI WINS AGAIN IN 
ALEOGRAPH’S SUITS 


Washington, March 9. 

Renewed attempts of Aleograph 
Co. to obtain sanction for more 
patent-infringement suits against 
| Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
| flopped Monday (8) when the U. S. 
Supreme Court denied petition for 
|rehearing on plea for review of in- 
junction proceedings which place a 
perpetual ban on further litigation 
|}over sound film processes. 

Row has been going on for seven 
years since Aleograph first accused 
'E R PI of trespassing on its Stow- 
|ers-deHymel method patented in 
1924. Principle involves sound-on- 
idisc pix. Two suits, one involving 
| Western Electric, were decided in 
E R P I's favor. Three years ago 
|the telephone company subsidiary 
|obtained an injunction prohibiting 
| Aleograph from pressing more suits. 
This was upheld by the Supreme 
;Court last fall. 
| Latest futile Aleograph move was 
| double-barrelled. Besides trying to 
| get reopening of the E R PI injunc- 
tion proceedings, the rival equip- 
ment company wanted the Supreme 
Court to issue a mandamus forcing 
lower courts to revise orders in the 
case. This was denied. 








MAJOR PICTS’ FLOOD YARN 


New Orleans, March 9. 

John Klorer and Morley Cassiday, 
ex-Huey P. Long publicity men, and 
Sidney Field, local writer, Thursday 
(4) sold scenario, ‘Flood Crest’ to 
Major Pictures for $5,000. Charles 
K. Feldman, Hollywood agent, han- 
dled the deal. 

Klorer was editor of Long’s Ameri- 
can Progress and is at present pub- 
lisher of Daily Hammond Progress 
near here. Cassidy has had several 
stories published in Saturday Eve- 
ning Post and is former Associated 
Press writer in New York and ex- 
local newspaper man. Field is writer 
of fiction and several plays. 





EXTRAS ON PARADE 


Hollywood, March 9. 
Mervyn LeRoy’s ‘The Deep South’ 
will be a boon to the extras here. 
Mob lynching and Confederate 
parade will use up around 10,000. 





actually have an edge is concert and 
| opera—and that is extremely un- 
| likely. Which means, quite definitely, 
that should serious anti-alien legis- 
lation pass the United States Con- 
gress, retaliatory action would fol- 
low in Great Britain. With not an 
awful lot of difference made in any 
show field, except vaude—and there, 
English limitation would amount to 
practically a death decree. 


SMART PEOPLE 


are diversifying their investments. 
For greater yield and security, every 
careful investor holds some REAL 
ESTATE. Call'or write 

LOUIS P. SILL 


JOS. MILNER CO., Ine. - ASh. 4-4110 
285 Madison Avenue, New York 
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RADIO LOTTERY STUFF OUT 





Supreme Court Denies Reporter 
Privileges to Broadcast Biz: 
NBC Made Formal Request! 


+ 





Washington, March 9. 

The Supreme Court just won't 
have anything to do with this new- 
fangled radio business over which it is 
attacked and defended so regularly. 
Jurists of the nation’s top tribunal 
last week decisively knifed proposal 
to air their decisions in important 
cases direct from their $10,000,000 
marble palace on Capitol Hill. No 
reason was given. 

Turn-down for broadcasting came 
in response to request of Kenneth 


My Friend, F. D. R. 


Indianapolis, March 9. 

Al Beveridge, Jr., socialite 
announcer on WIRE, together 
with the wife, left here yester- 
day (8) for Washington, D. C., 
where they will attend an in- 
formal tea at the White House. 
return immediately and resume 
spieling. 

Beveridge is son of the late 





Senator Beveridge of Indiana. 


SCENERY UP 


Berkley, manager of WRC and 
WMAL,. local NBC outlets, for per- 
mission to enjoy the same standing 
before the bench as press associa- 
tions. Learning that Universal Ser- 
vice had surrendered its booth in 
the telephone room of the new court 











building, web official suggested 
either a regular announcer or news 


commentator be allowed to attend 
Monday decision-day 
go on the air 


digest of 


sessions and 
immediately with 
opinions in significant 
cases. Network wanted to have a 
man in the press row who would 
shoot copies of decisions downstairs 
via pneumatic tube to spieler who 
would air yarn at the same time 
press service legmen were dictating 
stories to rewrite desks. 


RADIO 


Walter Darwin Teague, scene de- 
signer, has been contracted to erect 
a permanent stage setting for the 
Masonic Temple, Detroit, for use 


Justices threw no light on their] during the Ford's Sunday concerts 
reasons for ice-boxing the scheme.| with Victor I‘olar’s orc over CBS. 
Marshall Frank Green _ informed 


Set will cost over $2,000 and is 
skedded to be completed in mid- 
April, with work getting under way 
immediately. Will be most elaborate 
and only really pretentious set ever 


Berkley he had been directed by the 
Court to report that members had 
decided the request ‘must be denied.’ 
NBC accepted the slap, not unex- 





pected, without further to-do. 
Equality Elsewhere. 
Although they are denied access 
to Capitol press galleries, networks | © : 
have crashed every other important | ings. Life-Saver tried out decora- 
gate in Washington. With the White | tive panels against the frowns of 
House open-hearted toward all NBC. 


pretty much on a par with scribblers. PART OF KELLOC C A C (T. 
TO KENYON & ECKHARDT 


To overcome opposition of writers 
who rule on admission of candidates 
to the galleries, they have worked 

Kenyon & Eckardt agency is due 

for part of the Kellogg account. Will 

spot comedy-music show. May be 


out arrangement by which engineers 
installed pick-up equipment in 

tested first on WOR with network 
spread to follow. 


‘rooms directly off the floor of the 
Got biz on strength of program 


House and adjacent to the Senate. 
Mikemen are allowed behind the 

idea. Much hush-hush around agency 
on whole affair. 


made to lend lustre to radio broad- 
cast attended by audience. Till now 
only drapes and occasional cheap 
dr»ps have been used for visual air- 








House rail, although denied admis- 
sion to the Senate chamber, and 
mikes are put on the Speaker’s ros- 
trum for important events in the 
lower branch of Congress. Senate 
is not so accommodating, however, 
and network crews have to button- 
hole solons when they leave the 
chambker. 

Chief Justice Hughes, when he 
was Secretary of State in Harding 
and Coolidge cabinets, was known 
as lively radio fan, even having a 
crystal set installed in his office and 
donning headphones along with rank 





STUDIO SPACE SCARCE 


Hollywood Shows Clutter Up Avail- 
able Auditoriums 








Hollywood, March 9. 
Columbia on the Coast had an- 
and file listeners. other problem child tossed into its 
lap when the order went out to line 
up a remote spot studio for the Chev- 
rolet program, swinging west early 
next month. Being a Sunday show 
makes it all the more difficult as 


the chain recently closed out the 
Figueroa Playhouse in downtown 
L.A. when Joe Penner took the only 
other available sabbath spot at the 


CBS Radio Playhouse in Hollywood. 

Other show using the site is Gil- 
lette Community sing. Canton’s Tex- 
acoans are spotted in Wilshire Ebell 
theatre, but that’s equivalent to two 
shows as there’s a rebroadcast for 
the Coast. 

It’s Paul narsmamennsanersledh headache. 


Ray Perkins Deal Pends | 


B.B.D. & O. agency has waxed | 
series of programs with Ray Perkins | 
and has submitted to Ducc Paint Co. 
Firm will answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on 
idea before end of week. 

If it’s a go, transcriptions will be | 

Dietrich’s Lux Play Back spotted on flock of stations around | 
Hollywood, March 9. _ | country. 

Marlene Dietrich plays a return | —————_--— 
date for Lux next Monday (15). Bob Maley, continuity writer, and | 
‘ Her play will also be a repeater, | Frances Jensen, treasury department | 
Desire,’ .which, she ,made at:.Para- | of the Crosley Radio Corp., Cincy, 
MEREccscennceceesseesesos to wed March?14, 








Frank Hummert is figuring on 
moving part of the staff of Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert _ to Greenwich, | 
Conn., where the head of the}! 
agency has his estate. He would | 
spend several days up in the country 
and come into New York only when 
business makes it necessary. 

Reason for the move is more pri- 
vacy. He is subjected to so many 
interruptions while working in the 
firm’s Park Avenue offices that he 
isn’t able to do all the things he 
wants in the way of creative writing 
and developing campaign ideas. 
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PUNO AG Gh-Gh 
BUT WEBo oGARED 


| Ingenious Stunts to Convert 


Gambling Arrangements 
Into ‘Skill’ Fail to Get 


Anywhere—Seen as Cer-| 


tain to Foster 
Move If Permitted 





KEEP SAYING 


———_ 


NO 


Contests rigged up like bingo or 
keeno, near-lotteries, and bank night 
| variations are :ntriguing web spon- 
sors these days, and it’s driving the 
chains and their legal departments 
nuts. There’s a verboten sign posted 
by the webs on near-lottery ideas, 
but nothing seems to deter the deluge 
of ingenious proposals to get one of 
these shell games slipped in the back 
door. 

Venerable bingo and keeno seem 
to be the favorites for a little para- 
phrasing in the hopes of making the 
grade and escaping the thunder of 
the Federal Communication Com- 
mission. Element of luck is 
erally taken out ‘or 
taken out) by some trick or 
which adds a dash of skill. 
what keeps a game from 
lottery. But not so far 
are concerned. It’s 


device 


as the 
still no go, 





Pony Game 





Los Angeles, March 9 

Ponies will pound down the 
kilocycles in a new show to be 
inaugurated on KFI March 19. 
Whole thing will be mythical, 
including, it is hoped, the bet- 
ting around the receiving sets. 

Headache powder outfit is 
bankrolling the turf game, 
which calls for a chart to be 
procured at the corner drug 
store with the purchase of said 
powder. Don Clark, inventor 
of the gag, will produce it and 
for the. winner of each race 
he’ll pull a number from a 
hat. 

Game is, “$0. arranged that 
bookies are appointed by the } 


dialers, odds are posted and 
bets made. | 
Station says its attorneys 


have okayed the legal aspects.. 











although some of the ‘skill’ versions 
of those old carny and_ ten-show 
pastimes are so downright tricky 
that the webs hate to see them hit 
the wastebasket. 


Would Be Sensation 


Big fear of the chains in this con- 
nection is the reform element. Boys 
know only too wel! that a near-lot- 
tery program would be a major sen- 
sation, and that pretty soon every 
sponsor would want one. At this 
stage, a cut-to-order toehold for a 
reform element crackdown would be 
created—and with it, of ccurse, a 
bestirring on the part of the F. C. C. 
So atraid of this angle are all 
all major webs, that it is only with 
the greatest reluctance that they say 
anything about contests at all—even 
the absolutely acceptable kind. Noth- 
ing would please the webs better 
than to have every 


again — which idealistically impos- 
sible event, feel the webs, might 


nonetheless be just about as 
sighted a move as anyone connected 
with the radio could make. 

Lottery rage is felt by the trade 
to hail from 
| trend toward novelty; and (2) the 
| frantic search for new program ideas. 
| Every sponsor’s mouth started to 
‘vater when Lucky Strike got its 


sweepstakes under way, and the Sin- | 


clair oil people not so long ago spent 
a lot of time trying to convince the 
webs that a number-drawing would 
be okay inasmuch as considerable | 


coin’ would be given to charity as} 


the whitewash. Webs hated to nix 
(this! longtime cistomet,’ but! Shicldir 


Reform | 


Skill is | 
being a| 
webs | 


sponsor swear | 
never to use a contest of any kind | 


far- | 


two sources: (1) the! 








Borrows Royal Mittens || 





} London, March 1, 
Eric Maschwitz, British 
Broadcasting Corp. executive 


recently received the Order of 
the British Empire (OBE). He 
was called to Buckingham 
Palace, by order of the King for 
| investiture. 

On these occasions it is cus- 
tomery for the reciwients to 
wear white gloves. Maschwitz 
forgot his gloves and borrowed 
a pair from the King. 


KENTUCKY NAG 
EVENT MAY GO 
NBC 














gen- | 
supposed tc be 


Louisville, March 9 
C. E. Midgeley, radio exec of Bat- 
ton, Barton, and Osborn, 
spent few days in town with Brown 
& Williamson of fi- 
Set details of change in time 


Durstine 


Tobacco Corp. 


| cials. 
| for company’s Jack Pearl series. 

Company will not definitely con- 
| firm report that they will sponsor 
airing of Kentucky Derby, set for 
| May 8, and further that broadcast 
will be handled by NBC rather than 
CBS, which has handled the big race 
for the past several years. 

Heads of Kentucky Jockey Club 
and city officials are very eager to 
emphasize that the Derby will defi- 
nitely be run on the above date, and 
that Churchill Downs, and Louisville 
in general, will be in grand shape 
to entertain visitors to the racing 
classic. While the plant was under 
water during the recent disaster, 
actual damage was slight, and ar- 
rangements are now in full swing 
to stage the town’s usual grand hoss 
race with all the trimmings. 


WLW EARMARKS TALENT 
THAT MAY STAY INN. Y. 


Cincinnati, March 9. 

Larry Menkin, continuity writer, 
and James McAllister, dramatic 
artist, will join the Crosley staff 
March 15. They were engaged last 
week by Bob Kennett, production 
manager of WLW and WSAI, in New 
York. Menkin is a returner to the 
Crosley fold. 

In a three-day talent hunt, Kennett 
auditioned and interviewed 108 ap- 
plicants in Transamerican  head- 
quarters. Some of the persons who 
received his okay and are desirous 
of remaining i. N. Y. C. have been 
lined up on a call basis, for service 
on Crosley programs originating in 
the new WLW studio here. 


| ane = 
| 


A.N.A. at Spa 4 kees 26 


Semi-annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation of National Advertisers is set 
for April 26-28. 

Will be held 

| Springs, Va. 











this time in Hot 





nonetheless got the thumbs-down |! 
treatment. 

How many skill versions of lot- 
teries the webs have junked, is not a| 
matter of record. But one legal lad 
wearily opined it was ‘hundreds, and 
they're still coming as fast as ever.’ 


Asked -how come sponsors get lot- | 


| tery notions, he stated that ‘they see 
what bank night has done for the 
theatres, at least as a temporary 
[ novelty, and so they want to try it 








May Invoke New York Merchants’ 
Statute in Fresh Move to Enjoin 
Lucky Strike ; Song Ratings 


Legal action to stop the American 
Tobacco Co. from rating the current 
song hits on its Lucky Strike broad- 
casts will be started through the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation if the proposed move is en- 
dorsed by the publishing industry in 
general. Caucus on the subject will 
be taken at an open meeting of the 
trade set for next Tuesday (16) 
night at the Astor hotel. 

MPPA board of directors believes 
that it has a state law on which to 
hang a suit against the cig roller. 
Statute is known as ‘libel on title’ 
and was devised to protect a mer- 
chant from having his product be- 
littled or in any way damaged by an- 
other merchant's advertising. Those 
favoring the litigation against the 
tobacco company feel that the law 
can be made to apply to the Lucky 
Strike practice of publicizing the 
popularity ratings of current tunes. 
Squawk against the rating idea has 
been that it has served to interfere 
with the sale of non-mentioned sheet 
music. 

Sentiment against Lucky got a 
lengthy airing at a meeting last 
week of the MPPA directorate. It 
was decided that any further re- 
monstrances to the account or its 
agency, Lord & Thomas, would not 
be made and that the only way out 
of the dilemma was to go to law. 

One occurrence on the Lucky 
Strike program which had the pub- 
lishing trade puzzled last week was 
the treatment of ‘Trust in Me.’ This 
tune was tagged as No. 2 hit of the 
week on the broadcast of the pre- 
vious Saturday night (27) and in the 
program of the following Wednes- 
day (3) it was missing from the list 
of seven altogether. Consensus of 
opinion among music men is that 
song hits don’t take such steep dives 
within a period of a few days. They 
charge that there must be something 
radically wrong with the way that 
Lucky charts ’em., 


STRATEGY GETS 
CHOICE SPOT 





Admen rate as a slick piece of 
maneuvering the way that Young & 
Rubicam caused Johnson’s floorwax 
to give up the spot it now holds on 
NBC. Upshot of the Y & R strategy 
will find Burns and Allen in Fibber 
McGee and Molly's present Monday 
niche, 8 to 8:30 on the red (WEAF) 
link, and the latter act in the 9 to 
9:30 stretch on the same network 
that same night. Switch takes effect 
April i2 when B & A make their 
debut for Grape Nuts (General 
Foods). 

It was that 8 to 8:30 segment on 
the red which Y & R was after 
originally. Agency’s first move was 
to put in an order for the same time 
on the blue (WJZ) hookup, and the 
expected happened. Johnson became 
disturbed at the idea of another and 
high-rating comedy team being 
pitted against it. 

NBC explained that it was sorry 
but an order was an order and it 


couldn’t be turned down. It was 
then suggested that the 9 to 9:30 


niche would be available on the red 
and if Johnson preferred there 
would be nothing to prevent it from 
taking over that half hour. Faced 
with the problem of being oppositian 
to Burns and Allen or the first half 
| of the Lux Theatre program, John- 
son elected the latter competition. | 


‘ 


KFEL, Denver, broadcast the twoe- 
game championship basketball gamés 
between Denver University and Cole 
orado University and piped to 
KFKA, Greeley, Colo. KFEL an- 
nouncers Frank Bishop. Joe My 


en the Tadi0? - o.oo e en saree Bol b Wels dein dled the-mbkes. 
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Young & Rubicam is contemplat- 
jing resort to legal action in the cam- 
paign it has launched to protect its 
network accounts against interloping 
station break announcements. 
Agency counsel has been asked to 
study the situation and advance an 
opinion as to whether injunction 
proceedings could be brought to stay 
a station from preceding or follow- 
ing a Y. & R. commercial hookup 
with a spot announcement, 

Agency is also giving thought to 
advising delinquent 
legal implications of the 
warning them of probable injunction 
actions. Y. & R. declared last week 
that it has no 
on the pressure it has started to 
bring against network _ affiliates 
which make use of the chain break 
device. 


stations of the 


issue and 


intention of letting up 


Others Like It 

While Y. & R. seeks to eliminate 
chain break announcements the pop- 
ularity of this type of advertising 
continues to grow among. other 
agencies. One agency that has gone 
in for the chainbreak announcement 
in a big way is Compton, which has 
stipulated this class of insertion for 
Crisco and shown an inclination to 
pay premium prices in the case of 
Silver Dust. Fulton & Dent is ask- 
ing for such spots for Lipton Tea. 
while Lambert & Feasly is reported 
to be in a similar frame of mind in 
behalf of Listerine. Other agencies 
with strong chainbreak inclinations 


+ 





are B. B. D. & O., Milton Biow 
(Bulova time signals) and Ruthrauff | 
& Ryan. 
Broadcasters asserted that if 
Young & Rubicam or any other | 
agency expects to get anywhere with | 
such taboo demands it will first have | 
to get the American Association of | 
Advertising Agencies to get its mem- 
bers together on a policy. Comeback | 
of some of the Four A’s members is. 
that if they don’t take advantage of | 
the value inherent in station break | 
announcements, other agencies will 
and as long as they have accounts to 
service and hold onto they'll con- | 
tinue to ferret out the best buys. 


Tim and Irene, Del Sharbu | 


Set for New Mutual Show 





| 
‘Fun In Swing Time,’ sponsored | 
by Admiracion Shampoo, opens on | 
WOR April 4 (Sunday) to go out | 
over the full Mutual network. Show 
framed by Roger White Productions 
and agented by Charles Dallas Read. 
Will have special ‘Swing Music’ 
guest for each broadcast. 

Tim and Irene, who subbed for 
Jack Benny on the Jello show last 
summer; Del Sharbut, special com- 
mentator; and Bunny Berigan’s or- 


| nouncer, 





chestra already are set for the show. 
Admiracion Shampoo is manufac- 
tured by National Oil Products. 





Senators as Commentators 





Washington, March 9. 

Two Senators turn news com- 
mentator this week to help NBC 
carry accounts of hearings on the 
Supreme Court reform bill. Daily 
resumes of Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee sessions will be given by 
Senators Joseph O'Mahoney of 
Wyoming and Frederick Van Nuys 
of Indiana, both Democrats. O’Ma- 
honey is tentatively scheduled to go 
on the air last three days of this 
week whiie Van Nuys is carded to 
do the mike-work most of next week. 

Wyoming solon, who is a supporter 
of the President's judiciary program, 
will do the spieling when proponents 
of the scheme are committee wit- 
nesses and Van Nuys, who is against 
the plan, will relate what opponents 
had to say. 

Program will go on at 12:30 daily 
over the blue network while the 
hearings continue. Lawmakers will 
have about 10 minutes to tell what 
happened during the morning. 


Deny Paley Purchase 


Report that William S. Faley had 
put in a personal bid for purchase 
of the WMCA building at Broadway 
and 53rd street was denied last week 
by the Manufacturers Trust 
owners of the property. 

Besides housing WMCA, the build- 
ing includes the former Hammer- 
stein theatre: nowsone of CBS's out- 
side studios. SAT EUS 





Ca. 


Other Admen’sSupport of Chain Breaks | Guest List 
Offsets Young & Rubicam Opposition 








Station Break Angle | 


Philadelphia, March 9. 
WFIL has just signed with 
Bachman Chocolate Manufac- 
turing Co. what is believed to 
be first contract of its kind in 
the country. It calls for a 
guarantee of two 10-word news 
flashes a night, followed by a 
20-word commercial 
Flashes will be put on during 
station breaks as soon after they 
come in on Universal wire as 


possible. 











Austria’s Press Irked 
As Air Goes Commersh; 
Retaliate a la Yank 








AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9—WJZ) 
Mar. 16—Gertrude- Berg, 
Boswell, 


Connie 


A. & P. 
(Th. 8—WABC) 
Mar. 11—Margaret Sullavan. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 
Mar. 13—Carlos Salvedo. 
Mar. 20—Virginia Verrill. 
Mar, 27—Charles Kullmann, 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—WEAF) 
James Kelso, 





Mar. 10 Marshall 


Rogers. 


CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—WABC) 
Mar. 12—Loretta Young. 
FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 
Mar. 15—Margaret Speaks, 
ard Crooks, Wilfred Pelletier, 
FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 
Mar. 14—Elizabeth Rethberg. 
Mar. 21—Bartlett and Robertson. 
FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m.—WABC) 
Mar. 16—Neiona and his Hawaii- 


Rich- 


es ; <3 ans, 
Vienna, March a ea GENERAL FOODS | 
An open conflict has arisen be- (Calumet) | 
tween the newspaper editors and (Su. 5—WJZ) 
the radio corporation, The cause of Mar. 14—Not booked 


it is the recent announcement that 
the radio broadcasting company, 
state controlled, will accept adver- | 
tisements of cultural, theatrical and | 
sport nature. Association of news- 
paper owners announced that they 
will follow American newspapers | 
and not publish the radio program 
listings any more, nor any other news 
pertaining to radio. 

Newspapers will furthermore ab- 
stain from issuing special supple- 
mentaries concerning the Austrian 
broadcast. Government intends to} 
take a hand in the existing conflict | 
and intends to look for some sort of | 
‘compromise’ between the two op-| 
posing forces. 





Schreibman’s Accident; 


Dick Wells Badly Hurt) Andres Segovia. 


Philadelphia, March 9. 
‘Four times I lighted a match to 
see if I had any gas,” explains Joe 
Schreibman, leader of the WDAS 
house band, ‘and four times the wind 
blew it out. But the fifth time c 
Schreibman is in the Hahnemann 
hospital recuperating from severe 
burns of the arms and face. 








Chicago, March 9. 
freelance radio an-| 
was seriously hurt in an 
automobile accident Sunday (7). 

In the hospital now suffering with 
concussion of brain, but expected to | 
recover, 


Canada Pay Cuts Back 


Vancouver, B. C., March 9. 


Dick Wells, 











casting Corp. get back their 5% | 
salary cut April 1. | 

Restoration is part of the new | 
civil servants budget passed by the | 
| Dominion’s House of Commons. 


| Vivian Chiesa Due East 
Vivian della Chiesa, Chicago so- 
| prano under contract to NBC, will 
be brought east in a few weeks for 
|} an intensive buildup. 
Now being arranged are several 
guestees on network commercials. | 











| talent end of radio is the dramatic} 
ambitions the medium has aroused 
among high school boys and girls. 
Ad agencies report that the daily re- 
ceipt of applications from this source 
has taken on heavy proportions. 

Agencies which have felt it most 
are those with script shows that fre- 
| quently use juvenile players. Ma-| 
| jority of the mike aspirants make it 
a personal call, principally in the} 
afternoon when school is out. They | 
come parading with their text books 
| under their arms. 

When asked what makes them | 
think they are fitted for radio the| 
students’ invariable answer is: ‘I've| 
been told that I've got a good voice | 
and I ought:to be on the-air.’ They 
also figure that! it’s: sorhething that 


Guffin, Connie Gates. 
| bert Marshall, Ernst Lubitsch. 
negie. 


Dickson, Lucia Graeser, James Mel- | 
ton. 


Dramatic Serials Particular Ob ject 
Of High School Kids With Acting Yen 


GENERAL MOTORS 
(Su. 10—WEAF) 
Mar, 14—Josef Hofmann. 
GROUP OF BANKS 
(Fri. 10 p.m.—WABC) 
Mar. 12—Walter B. Pitkin. 
HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 
Mar. 10—Dr. William Lyon Phelps. 
Mar. 12—Albert Payson Terhune. 
Mar. 15—Carolyn Wells. 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
(1847 Rogers Bros.) 
(Su. 4:30—WEAF) 
Mar. 15—Not booked. 
JELLO 
(Su. 7 p.m.—WEAF) 
Mar. 14—Fred Allen, Abe Lyman. 
KRAFT 
(Th. 10—WEAF) 
Mar. 11—Mary Brian, Lee Tracy, | 





KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—WABC) 
Mar. 16—Margaret Anglin, 


John 


LUX 
(Mon. 9—WABC) 
Mar. 15—Marlene Dietrich, Her- 


MAXWELL HOUSE 
(Th. 9—-WEAF) 
Mar. 11—Helen Morgan, Dale Car- 


| 


NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—WEAF) 


Mar. 13—Polly Moran, Donald | 


NASH ; 
(Sat. 9—WABC) 
Mar. 13—Sheila ‘Barrett, 
Walter B. Pitkin. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—-WEAF) 
Mar. 11—Edgar Bergen, Mary Bo- | 


Prof. | 





lege Choir. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 


Mar. 14—Robert Irwin, Helen Jep- | 
| son, Georges Enesco, Dudley Digges, 


Sara Allgood. 
SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 

Mar. 13—Earl M. Teter, Capt. C. 
W. R. Knight, Lotte Lehman, Ross 
Gorman. 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 
(Su. 3—WEAF) 
Mar. 14—Not booked. 


carry on their school attendance. 
Couple of the agencies have de- 


vised a quick system for dealing 
with the youngsters. On entering 


the reception room and stating their 
business, the juves are automatically 
handed application cards and told to 
fill them out. ‘We'll call you when 
needed,’ the receptionist states as the 
card, with the required info, is re- 
turned to her. That ends that. 

One agency exec who has met a 
number of such highschool callers 
has developed the theory that they 
constitute the 80°, drama-struck 


youngsters who haven't the temerity 


to break away altogether from home 
ties and tackle the task of trying to 
land either in pictur 

stapes °° et aye rere. F. on, the 


Inside Stufl—Radio ae 


First Lady becomes salesman for Ponds cosmetic products again next 
month. Series starts last week in April, exact time still unsettled. 

Signed by J. Walter Thompson, Mrs. Roosevelt will do weekly 15-minute 
chats on current events, sidelights on White House and political affairs, 
and topics in which she is interested. Matter will be similar to the news- 
paper column she does for NEA Syndicate and Scripps-Howard papers. 

In accordance with First Lady’s policy of donating all such compensa- 
tion to charities, Mrs. Roosevelt's checks, reputedly $2,000 per broadcast, 





| will be turned over to the American Friends Service Committee of Phila- 


delphia. 
causes. , 

Definite spot for the program has not been cleared, nor have arrange- 
ments about airing been set. Most of the broadcasts are expected to orig- 
inate in Washington, but in view of Mrs. Roosevelt’s frequent jaunts around 
the country and her projected speaking trip in the south, NBC is planning 
to pick her up at various places. Original desire was to put her on Thurs- 
day nights, but tentative schedule now is to carry the program via the 
blue network Tuesdays at 7:45, starting April 27. Contract is for 13 weeks. 


Previously her remuneration was sprinkled among several social 


Restriction upon use of testimenials in radio advertising was proposed 
in Congress last week by Representative Paul Maloney of Louisiana to 
outlay practice which constitutes ‘insult to the intelligence of the average 
citizen.’ 

Infuriated by practice of quoting customers’ indorsements. Malonev 
would knife boosts which were solicited and paid for by requiring sponsors 
to ‘broadcast the fact, if true, that the recommendation was secured bv 
the promise or payment of money or other valuable consideration for the 
broadcast of which such recommendation is a part.’ 

Partial explanation for Maloney’s indignation is understood to be the 
current series of Lucky Strike endorsements from senators and prominent 
public figures. Congressmen are extremely jealous of fact that upper- 


house legislators are getting $1,000 each for their blurbs while few rep- 


resentatives have been offered a chance to turn their puffs into cash. 

Lucky testimonial round-up ran into another snag last week when three 
solons who had initialed boosts for thé fag turned red-faced under the 
blasts of publicity and mailed back their checks. Whether they reneged 
on their endorsements was not known. 


In connection with broadcast tests made for several weeks by WHAZ, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute station in Troy, on power of 1,000 waits, 
to demonstrate to the Federa! Communications Commission that a doubling 


of its wattage will not disturb other radio channels, as federal engi- 


| neers feared, there is a report that various interests which have filed 


applications for a commercial transmitter in Troy would like to use 
WHAZ’s facilities. They are said to have contacted the college for such 
permission, but no action has been taken on their request. WHAZ, pio- 
neer college experimental station, on the air since 1922, operates only 
one night weekly. The Troy Chamber of Commerce radio committee, 
headed by Dwight Marvin, editor of The Record, is working for a local 


| station which would be an outlet for WJZ-NBC programs. 





Chicago Tribune and WGN executives deny reports that the station is 
being sold, or even that such a sale is contemplated. There has been 


| considerable talk throughout Chicago and the midwest that the Tribune is 


disposing of the station rather than brook any possible jam-up with Wash- 
ington on the bill now up before Congress prohibiting the ownership of 
radio stations by newspapers. 

Two weeks ago the slogan of the station was changed -from ‘Tribune 
Square, Chicago,’ to ‘The Voice of the Pedéple.’ John Hertz who has been 
in show business through Paramount pictures affiliation, is mentioned as 
among the purchasing syndicate. 





Off the air since the start of the General Motors sit-down strikes. the 


Chevrolet ‘Musical Moments’ dises have been given the order to resume 
| their coast-to-coast spot schedules this week. Three-a-week schedules set 


through the Campbell-Ewald agency for 13 weeks. 

At the time of the strike Campbell-Ewald asked the stations to give 
Chevrolet permission to suspend its radio schedules without penalty. 
Every one of the stations granted such permission to the sponsor, which 
gracious act is one of the reasons for the quick resumption of the Chev- 
rolet schedules on spot. 


Mania of Columbia production staff at KNX (Hollywood) for dance band 
remotes on the late shift has been checked by order of the chain execs, 


| who have ordered substitution of productions originating in the studio. 


Move is seen as a bow to the rival network outlet, KHJ (Mutual), fast 
gaining a rep for being the top band station of the town. Figured that 


, line charges against no incoming revenue had something to do with the 
Employees of the Canadian Broad- | and, Milton Douglas, Hamilton Col- | 


music downbeat. Sales staff also has been given orders to sell that time 
from 10 p. m. to midnight, as is done in the east. Ben Paley wili put sev- 
eral new features in production as ammunition for the sales crew. 





Norman Brokenshire is essaying another ‘comeback’ as announcer. 
Under managership of Jay Lewis, he is now spieling commercial copy on 
couple programs on which talent is supplied by Lewis’ agency. Mikeman 
handling ‘Sunday afternoon quarter-hour on WHN for Curtis Furniture 
Co., and Wednesday night show on WOR for Winkleman shoes. 

Lewis widely talking around trade circles that Paramount is ‘consider- 
ing’ Brokenshire as voice on sound-track of its newsreel. Lou Diamond, 

| chief of Par shorts, music and reel, deems such a possibility ‘ridiculous.’ 





Columbia's average commercial hookup last year was increased by 
nine Stations compared to the 1935 average. In 1936 the average hookup, 
| including night and daytime advertising, consisted of 47 stations, while 
| for the year before it was 38 stations. 

| Daytime breakdown accounted for an average of 33.8 stations in °35 
| and 24.7 stations in "36. Average night-time link in 1935 had 44.9 sta- 
tions and in the following year it was 53.6 stations. 





Scoop Ward's ‘News of Youth’ flashes over CBS now includes a listing 
of motion pictures, currently in neighborhood theatres, which are recom- 
| mended as suitable for children. Three pictures, selected by the School- 


One of the newer curiosities in the; they can do and at the same time Radio Committee, are tabbed by the girl ‘film editor’ of the radio paper. 


Kid actors broadcast as reporters and work with adult artists in the News 
dramatizations on the Ward Baking Company's swift-mover. 


Some of 
the brief-moment guests are also voungsters. 


Switch to Grape Nuts by Burns and Allen has been set for April 12 over 
a net of National Broadcasting. Program will be rebroadcast for the 
‘oast after airing east at 8 p. m. Last Campt 7 Ww 

é é : ‘ as ampbell soup show will be 
March 24, ; 

During two-week layoff, comic team will do ‘Duley’ for Lux March 29. 
They're also set for a turn on Hollywood Hotel March 12. 

WOR, Newark, makes one of the few Transradio News Service clients 
also subscribing to the Press-Radio Bureau. Station added the P-R ser- 
vice last to protect itself against any possibility of not being first in the 
New York area with a hot item of news. 





There were 21,942 employes working for Radio Corp. of America and 


its subsidiary companies, including the National Broadcasting Co., at the 
| close of 1936 or 12° more than the average payroll jn 1935 ompany 
stimated ite nVera'se “1: tr of ‘et RE Party i351; ae ee 
restimated its average “numbér of efiployes covering i935 at’ 19,544 
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Usual burn-up has followed, 
that every year the list of 


cure. 





pulling such a stunt gets 


Kelvinator and Ford created 
Stations 


Talk now strong again, with 








HEARST SEEKS 
SAM PICKARD’ | 


WGST 


William R. Hearst is negotiating to 
take over the operation of WGST, 
Atlanta, from Sam Pickard and as- 
sociates. Latter group holds a 13- 
year lease on the station from the li- 
censee, the Georgia School of Tech- 
nology, and it is this 
Hearst is after. 

Fact that Pickard was dickering to 
transfer his lease caused much con- 
sternation among CBS execs, but it 
is understood that the network has 
obtained written assurances which 
would protect it against loss of 


WGST’s affiliation. Pickard resigned | 


last year as SBS v.p. in charge of 
station relations but it was arranged 
for him to remain on the web’s pay- 
roll in an advisory capacity. 

Under the deal now pending Pick- 
ard must be guaranteed a total of 
$800,000 for the lease by Hearst. The 
down payment would be $200,000, 
and the balance would be paid off 
over a period of years. Instead of a 
stated figure Pickard could elect to 
make it 40% of the station’s profits. 

Hearst’s newspaper in Atlanta is 
the Georgian-American. 


BROADCASTERS GAVE 
$25,000 TO DEMOCRATS 


Washington, March 9. 

Approximately $25,000 was con- 
tributed to President Roosevelt’s 
reelection war-chest by persons in 
the broadcasting business who gave 
more than $500 apiece to political 
organizations last fall. Two of them 
were Washington radio lawyers. Two 
members of the Communications 
Commission were among the finan- 
cial backers of the New Deal. 

List published by the Senate Cam- 
paign Expenditures Committee last 
week contained these names of 
Democratic contributors: Raymond 
E. Buck, Fort Worth (KTAT) $13,700; 
Amon Carter, Dallas and _ Fort 
Worth (WBAP, KGKO) $3,000; Jesse 
Jones, Houston (KTRH), $6,000; Paul 
Spearman, former FCC chief coun- 
sel and currently attorney for re- 
gional broadcasters, $1,000; Alfons 








B. Landa, radio lawyer, $520. F. C. C.. 


Chairman Anning Prall gave the 
Demos $500, while Commissioner 
George Henry Payne gave the 
Progressive Republicans (who sup- 
ported Roosevelt rather than Lan- 
don) $1,000. 

Among Republican donors were 
Powel Crosley, Cincinnati (WSAI, 
WLW), $5,000; and William Randolph 
Hearst (WINS, WCAE, KEHE, et al), 
$50,000. 





Jack Zoller Back at WLW 


Cincinnati, March 9. 

Jack Zoller rejoined the Crosley 
dramatic staff after an absence of 
18 months, during which he was with 
the nets in New York. 

Immediately resumed the juvenile 
lead role of Danny in the long-run- 
ning ‘Mary Sothern’ script show 
series, which part he originated. 


‘ 


lease that | 


Law Would Ran Records 
On Air Unless Talent 
Grants Express Okay 





Washington, March 9. 

Copyright revision bill protecting 
performers’ renditions and contain- 
jing other changes advocated by 
playwrights, authors, and tunesmiths 
was. reintroduced in Congress last 
week by Congressman Burrwood 
Daly of Pennsylvania. Measure was 
isnooted last session despite Daly's 
|presence on the Patents Committee 
|which held protracted hearings 
|the Duffy bill. 


on 


same class with original works, in- 
|tending to ban unauthorized broad- 
| casting of records without consent of 


| the orchestra or singer who made the | 


| disc. Idea is an outgrowth of 


| wrangling between Fred Waring and | gown the alley ot this season's pen- 


| Pennsylvania 
his recordings. 


CBS’ STOCK POSITION 
BULLISH ON LISTING 


Action of Columbia Broadcasting 
System directors last week in de- 
ciding to request listing of the com- 
pany’s stock on the New York stock 
exchange and ask stockholders to 
okay a two-for-one split of both 
issues shot up both the ‘A’ and ‘B’ 
stocks about seven points net as soon 
as the news was out. 

These shares, now traded in the 
Over-the-Counter market, were 
quoted at 50% bid price for the A 
stock and 49% for the B issue in 
Friday’s transactions. At the close 
on Saturday (6) the Class A stock 
soared to 57% as bid price and 5834 
as the asking level while the ‘B’ 
stock roared ahead to 56%4 bid quo- 
tation and 58% the asking price. 

Fact that CBS now has 5,000 stock- 
holders, with the number now 
rapidly increasing, doubtlessly fig- 
ured in the decision of the director- 
ate to ask for listing on the big 
board. 

Directors recommended that the 
stockholders at the meeting March 
24 authorize an increase in shares so 
that the stock may be split two-for- 
one, Also declared the usual quar- 
terly dividend of 50c on both issues, 
payable March 26. 

There are now 472,873 shares of 
Class A stock and 379,462 of Class B 
stock outstanding. The company has 
750,000 shares authorized in both 
classes. 

Downtown financial circles antici- 
pate some heavy unloading in the 
event the CBS stock becomes listed 
on the big board. Way has been 
cleared for this representation and 
all that it needs is the formal okay 
of the stockholders at the annual 
meeting slated for March 24. At last 
week's meeting of the CBS board it 
was also recommended that the 
stock exchange alliance be preceded 
by a two for one split. First quar- 
terly dividend of 50c. was passed. 

Wall Street has for months been 
assuring its customers that the net- 
work’s stock was due for the board, 
but CBS officials have as persistently 
scouted the idea. 


stations over use of 











Maury Jacob directing ‘John’s 
Other Wife,’ a five-a-weeker serial 





over NBC-red, while regular stager 
Larry Lawrence vacashes. 


JOB CLINIC 


Urge Wax Take National Rate 


Move may be started soon by station managers and their reps to 
get virtually all transcriptions issued by sponsors on national rates. 
Hullabaloo for such a crusade is currently being talked over in sev- 
eral sectors after the lastest crop-up of that perennial headache— 
local rates for products having national distribution. 

This time the target for criticism in station circles is Dodge Motors 
who are sending platters to their dealers to place at local rates. 
with some of the station boys opining 

sponsors 
bigger, and that pretty soon the roster will include everybody. 

Previously the same trick has been worked by Kelvinator, Ford 
dealers, and a dozen or more others. 
the biggest fracas as result of their local dealer methods. 
at the time talked loudly about getting onto the single-rate standard, 
but the matter quieted down later on. 
the all-transcriptions-at-national-rates movemrent hailed as the latest 





| conditions now prevailing makes it 
Measure puts interpretations in the | 


| 
| 


| chant for programs in 


| amateur wheel-of-fortune, 





UNEMPLOYMENT | 
PROGRAM THEME 


Guy Behind the Economic 
Eight-Ball Latest to Re-| 
ceive Widespread Atten- 
tion from Radio Show- 
Builders 


LOCAL SO FAR 


News reports from around the 
country and items in Varictry’s radio | 
showmanship dept. the last several 
weeks suzgest that the newest type | 


of program to bob up is the get-the- | 


Pro- | 
grams vary in exact nature but have 
a common central idea and have 
been tried out lately in widely scat- 
tered areas. 

Actually the unemployed clinic 
idea goes back well into the depres- 
But only has the pro- 
gram formula seemed to catch on to 


unemployed-Zuy-a-job stunt. 


sion. now 


any widespread extent. Explanation 


apparently is that better economic 


possible to actually obtain for the 
first time in a long while real re- 





sults—which means a payroll nak 
nection—for people. 
Unemployed clinic idea is right 


which the 
public provides its own drama. Those | 
| 


in need of work have stories of gen- 
instances. | 


uine heari-tug in many 
Which is akin to the pathos, etc., of 


has an 
you-may- 


ery’ of deserving persons 


be-lucky tinge. 

Programs, however, are not with- 
out difficulties on the presentation 
end. In some instances the unem- 
ployed are identified by number in- 
stead of name. A _ certain stigma 
seems to attach in the minds of some 
business men as regards WPA work- 
ers and there are also numerous local 
complications) that are handled dif- 
ferently in the various communities 
from which reports have been re- 
ceived to dates fai) 17 

Why They Like It 

Stations fancy the stunts because, 
if succeeding in getting jobs, they 
can brag about their influence and 
ability to accomplish what other 
methods cannot. (That commercial 
employment agencies are not view- 
ing the new phenomenon kindly 
goes without need of emphasis.) 

As far back as July, 1914, Prof | 
Walter B. Pitkin, dispenser of cheer 
stuff, had a ‘Clearing House of Hope’ 
on CBS which attempted to bring job 
and seeker together. After a trial run 
that petered out for lack of a concise 
formula or a demonstrable place in 
the radio sun. In a word—no spon- 
sor came along. Before that, and 
since, there have been assorted pro- 
grams that attempted to come to 
grips, either sentimentally or realis- 
tically, with the guy behind the eco- 
nomic eight-ball. 

Stations have here and there de- 
voted free time to Government em- 
ployment agencies. This has been 
on a neutral unskilled labor basis 
mostly. In contrast, the new pro- 
gram idea attempts to personalize the 
applicants, probe into their history, 
bring out their good points, etc. All 
programs discreetly sidestep the rea- 
son, and usually the duration of un- 
employment. 

In many states employment agen- 
cies are required to register and 
bond. Whether such statutes wouid 
or could be invoked against radio | 
stations is a possible angle to con- 
sider if the scattered examples now 
noted should prove to harbinger a 
genuine trend. 

There have been some tentative ef- 
forts among program thinker-uppers 
to find some method of adopting the 
unemployment clinic for national 
sponsorship, but this has been too 
tough for the boys thus far. Jobs re- 
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|! a Good Will court while the ‘discov- | 


| department. 


|launched a 





J, Walter Thompson Among Agencies 
With Closed Door Policy to Ideas 





Dunham Protests 


Washington, March 9. 

Campaign to kill pamphlet 
‘Four Years of Network Broad- 
casting’ as part of proceedings 
of the First National Confer- 
ence on Educational Broadcast- 
ing has been set in motion by 
NEC. Booklet, prepared by 
National Committee on Educa- 
tion by Radio, slams Franklin 

Dunham, network official in \ 
charge of educational programs, 
and declares chains generally 
have cold-shouldered pedagogs. 
Dunham has protested to of- 
ficers of the American Council 
on Education, sponsor of the 
December session, that besides 
embarrassing him the ramphlet 
contains many factual errors. 
No truce has been reached yet. 


BERGER LOOKS 
SET ASE. CC. 
_ SECRETARY 
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Washington, March 9. 

Robert I. Berger is expected to be | 
appointed secretary of the federal | 
Communications Commission within 
the next fortnight. It is inside re- 
ported that Chairman James A. Far- 
ley has given Berger a strong en- 
dorsement within the last few days, 
and that this is tantamount to ap- 
pointment. 

Radio tops with the Democratic 
National Committee during the cam- 
paign, and since then handling the 
radio hook-ups for the Farley and | 
Victory dinners, Berger has long 
been considered as having a strong 
claim upon the secretaryship, which | 
has been vacant since Herbert Petty 
joined WHN, New York. 

Berger has been in broadcasting 
for years, having worked with the 
late George McClelland of NBC and 
with Station WFIL, Philadelphia, 
among others. Mrs. Berger is the 
former Kitty Morris of musical 
comedy. 


BERT LYTELL TOPPER 
OF PROPOSED SHOW 


Bob Goldstein is working out the 
details for a new radio dramatic 
series to star Bert Lytell. Latter, 
newly back from Hollywood, is 
under contract for John Golden's 
new play, ‘Susan and God,’ in which 
he will be leading man for Gertrude 
Lawrence. 

Prospective radiv series is for one 
of the Blackett-Sample-Hummert ac- 
counts. A problem to be worked out 
is broadcast time that will not con- 
flict with legit theatre hours. 

















Morenus’ Short Stay 
Richard Morenus, who left Schil- | 
lin Advertising Co., N. Y., to become 
sales manager for WIRE, Indianap- 
lis, four weeks ago is returning to 
New York this week to join WNEW 
staff. 
Starts 


with program-production 





quiring transportation would not be 
very practical. 





Memphis, March 9. 

Bob Alburty, manager of WHBQ. 
new program, ‘Job| 
Clinic, Friday night and within the | 
hour had jobs for two of the five 
jobless, on-relief individuals who, 
appeared on the broadcast. 

Thrice-weekly program consists of | 
interviews with hand-picked people 
from relief rolls, who introduce 
themselves, giving age, qualifications, 
how long out of work, etc, 








J. Walter Thompson is among the 
agencies refusing to listen to any 
program idea submitted by any 
source other than own staff. Policy 
is on advice from firm’s legal bat- 
very. 

Not only are freelance idea men who 
have done biz with Thompson be- 
fore being denied, but according to 
agency, even an idea from NBC or 
CBS would get the muffled ear. 

In future if the Thompson staff 
brain-boys can’t produce a program 
idea for an account on agency’s list, 
account just won't have a program. 

Legal board at firm gave the ulti- 
matum as result of scares agencies 
have had from couple of program- 
idea plagiarsm suits in which plain- 
tiffs scored victories. 

An Example 

Few weeks-.ago the William Mor- 
ris Coast office submitted plan for 
new program to the Thompson Cali- 
fornia office. Idea was to dramatize 
the court litigations over wealthy es- 
tates, such as New York's Wendel 
millions or Philadelphia’s Garrett 
millions, with half the U. S. and his 
brother claiming inheritances by as- 
serting selves as distant relatives of 
the deceased, who neglected to leave 
wills. 

Thompson Coast office accepted 
idea for perusal, then discovered that 
staff man had ouilined almost iden- 
tical idea about a year ago, which 
had been pigeon-holed till right spot 
for such a program popped up. 

Rather than thrash out matter, or 
attempt to prove priority rights, 
Thompson has decided to slough idea 
for all time. As far as agency is 


concerned, program predicated on 
such an idea will never be ether- 
ized. 


In turning back all outside comers, 
whatever their reps or past perform- 
ances, Thompson is not interested 
even if idea freelancers sign re- 
leases. Ad agency remembers that 
in past releases have been squiggled, 


| but lawsuits later loomed neverthe- 


less. 





Thompson Agency Unable 
To Intrieve Eastman; 
Others Share Same Fate 


J. Walter Thompson agency has 
reached the hair-tearing state trying 
to plot a web program to please 
Eastman Kodak, one of its accounts. 

Six months ago camera-maker told 
agency it was interested in getting 
a commercial ride over the air, but 
stipulated program idea must be 
‘distinctly different. Agency cud- 
geled its imagination but every sug- 
festion offered Eastman got nixed 
on grounds it wasn’t what was 
wanted. 

Till now Thompson has been worke- 
ing on idea within confines of out- 
fit. Meanwhile couple of freecbooter 
‘program idea’ lads have learned of 
the Eastman enigma through grape- 
vine route, and have upped to 
camera company’s Rochester, N. Y., 
GHQ, where they got hearings, but 
turndowns on their indie approaches. 





Grace Moore Deal Cold 


Deal for Grace Moore to move in 
as star of the Nash Motors’ program 
on Saturday nights over CBS turned 
hot and cold over the weekend, and 
late yesterday (Tuesday) chilled 
definitely. 

Current Nash program, a variety 
show headed by Vincent Lopez ore, 
will continue. 


Kraft’s Kid Program 


Chicago, March 9. 

J. Walter Thompson agency has 
signed five-a-week kid script show 
on WBBM to plug Kraftone, new 
chocolate drink put out by Krafte 
Phenix Corp., to start April 5. 

Show, as yet without a title, but 
understood to be wild west in chare 
acter, is set for 13 weeks in present 
contract, 
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CALIFORNIA RADIO AUDIENCE 


In Los Angeles, a little more than two months 
ago, the entire Columbia schedule switched from 
KH] to Columbia’s 50,000 watt KNX... KHJ 
shifted to Mutual. And KECA (Blue Network) 
took some former KFI (Red Network) features. 


Yes—but what really happened? 


What did the audience do? 


Los Angeles is the only city in the world where 
a complete record of what the audience does is 
automatically reported. In Los Angeles, a heroic 
telephone check-up on actual listening is made 
at regular intervals. It includes over 29,000 direct 
telephone interviews concentrated in the one city 
in one week of each month! The calls are put 
through each quarter-hour for 13 hours each day, 
7 days a week—and are paid for by all the lead- 
ing stations. So—however complete the “switch- 
over” may have been—here is a direct audience- 
measurement which tells you exactly what hap- 
pens to audiences when programs get new 
addresses on the dial. (The studies are made by 
the W. R. Penny Market Research Corp., affiliated 


with the California Intelligence Service Bureau.) 


THREE WEEKS BEFORE THE SWITCHOVER 


The Los Angeles study of actual listening 
throughout the week of December 2nd to 8th, 


1936 shows the following division of audiences: 


In the Evening (December) 


1. KHJ, throughout the week, had 41.6% of 
all the listeners (to the first five* stations in 
Los Angeles). 


2. Its “strongest competitor” had 44.4% of all 
listeners (to the first five stations) in that 
week. 


3. KNX, in December, had only 4.6%¢ of the 
listeners. 


4, In the breakdown by individual days, KH] 


had most listeners 4 out of 7 evenings. 


I 


1. KHJ had 32.5% of all listeners to the first 


five stations, in December. 


~ 


1 the Daytime (December ) 


2. Its “strongest competitor” haa 35.6% of all 
listeners. 


3. KNX had 13.4%. 


4. KH] had most listeners 3 out of 7 days. 


TWO WEEKS AFTER THE SWITCHOVER 


Just two weeks after the switchover—barely giv- 
ing the audience time to find itself (or its favor- 
ite programs)—another regular Penny Market 
Research study was made, the week of January 
7th to 13th. Here’s what happened to Los Angeles 


audiences—in just two weeks! 





* bhat's how the figures were released in this study. 


In the Evenin g ( January) 


1, COLUMBIA-KNX leaped into first place 
with 46.9% of the entire audience (coming 
up from 4.6% of the listeners in December!). 


2. Its “strongest competitor” had 28.8% of all 
listeners. (A drop from December's count of 
44.4% of the audience.) 


3. And in the breakdown by individual days 


KNX has most listeners 7 out of 7 evenings. 


In the Daytime (January) 


1. COLUMBIA-KNX is first in January—with 
38.4% of all listeners. A jump from Decem- 
ber’s 13.4%. 

2. Its “strongest competitor” has 28%. A drop 


from December's 35.6%. 
COLU MBIA-KNX has most listeners 6 out 


of 7 days. 


Yeo 


SUMMARY FOR JANUARY A complete summary of 
the January W. R. Penny Market Research study 
(covering 52 quarter-hours a day, 7 days a week) 
shows KNX first with most listeners in 45% of 
all quarter-hours; the next station with 29.4% of 
the quarter-hours. (The KNX advantage over 
its nearest competitor: 53%.) Six other stations 


in Los Angeles divide the remaining audience. 


A TYPICAL (AND GOOD) EXAMPLE Seeking even more 


information on the audience effect of a switch- 


over, we had W. R. Penny make a before-and-after 
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check-up on a single typical Columbia program 
the day before Columbia switched to KNX, and 
-almost exactly one month later. W. R. Penny 
checked the 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. (P.C.T.) hour— 
the broadcast of Lux Theatre of the Air. 


On December 28th: “BEFORE”: 
1. KHJ, with the Lux program, had 49.6% of 


the entire listening audience, among the ten 


stations reported in Los Angeles. 


N 


The next station had 14.8% of all listeners. 


. KNX had 10% of all listeners. 


On February Ist: “AFTER”: 

1. COLUMBIA-KNX, with the Lux program, 
had 55.6% of all listeners. A gain in audience- 
dominance for Lux of 6%, in one month— 
on an already overwhelming lead! 


2. The next station had 11.4% of all listeners. 


MORE DATA TWO MONTHS LATER 


Going beyond these “before-and-after” pictures, 
we had W. R. Penny make hundreds more tele- 
phone calls on different hours and days through- 
out February. Here are the highlights of his 


findings (full details are available, of course). 


On February 17th: 6:00-6:30 p.m., P.C.T. 

COLUMBIA-KNX .. . . 40.0% of all listeners 
“Strongest Competitor” 
On February 17th: 10:00-11:00 a.m., PC.1. 
COLUMBIA-KNX . . 
“Strongest Competitor” 
On February 18th: 6:00-7:00 p.m., P.C.T. 

COLUMBIA-KNX . . . . 62.0% of all listeners 


14.4% of all listeners 


12.4% of all listeners 


. . 48.5% of all listeners 


25.0% of all listeners 


“Strongest Competitor” , 


On February 19th: 6:00-7:00 p.m., af my 
COLUMBIA-KNX . 
“Strongest Competitor” . 13.0% of all listeners 
February 20th: 6:00-6:30 p.m., P.C.T. 

COLUMBIA-KNX . .. . 35.2% of all listeners 


“Strongest Competitor” 


. . . 54.2% of all listeners 


23.8% of all listeners 


February 21st: 8:00-8:30 p.m., P.C.T. 
COLUMBIA-KNX .. 


“Strongest Competitor” . 11.4% of all listeners 


. . 74.4% of all listeners 


And so it went. Dominant majorities for the new- 
est of the network giants. For Station KNX... 
At which point the case for Los Angeles rests. 
Here is the heaviest weight of evidence yet pre- 
sented in radio to show how audiences switch 
with favorite programs. Audiences follow pro- 


rams—and nowhere today can advertisers find 
y 


the massing of audiences for their programs 
comparable to the listeners delivered by the pres- 
ent Columbia schedule in California—as every- 
where else. Which brings us to the new listening 


data on San Francisco and the rich Bay Region. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 


The records we are abeut to give were made 
while KSFO was operating on its o/d transmit- 
ter, located on a not-the-very-best-transmitter- 
site—and without the increase in power just 
awarded to KSFO by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. They represent the power of 
programs—of the massed power of Columbia's 
present schedule in San Francisco. 

No such data on audience switchover were avail- 
able in San Francisco as in Los Angeles. No 
“before-and-after” telephc ne studies on the scale 
familiar to Los Angeles are made there. But this 
does not mean evidence is lacking on the most 
famous switchover in Pacific Coast history. What 
happened was checked by: Roy Frothingham, 
market research authority of San Francisco. 
He made a typical “before-and-after” (the switch- 
over) survey. He followed this with a small 
flock of studies on the division of the audience 
by stations; not only in San Francisco, but in 
Oakland, Berkeley and Alameda at the same 
time. (401,205 people live in Oakland, Berkeley, 
Alameda. 634,394 in San Francisco.) We start 


with a summary of his “before-and-after” study. 


ELEVEN DAYS BEFORE THE SWITCHOVER 


December 18th: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m., P.C.T. 
1. KFRC—61.6% of all listeners. 


2. “Strongest Competitor’ —21.6%< of audience. 


AND KSFO SP 


Today, work is being rushed to complete, new 
maximum efficiency facilities for KSFO! It in- 
cludes a new vertical transmitter (with much 
greater efficiency than the old!)— operating on 
a new transmitter site, selected and tested by 
Columbia engineers—and a five-time increase in 
day power! The new KSFO, with a brilliant new 
signal, will be on the air in a few months. Colum- 
bia’s present lead will then be lengthened to the 
same, complete dominance in the second market 


of California it already has in the first market. 











COLUMBIA PACIFIC NETWORK 


THREE WEEKS AFTER THE SWITCHOVER 


January 22nd: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m., P.C.T. 

1. COLUMBIA-KSFO in dominant first place 
with 47.4% of all listeners. 

2. “Strongest Competitor’ —23% of all listeners. 


And note what happens in subsequent studies. 


TWO MONTHS AFTER THE SWITCHOVER 


Frothingham continued to make check-ups : 
< +, 
on the audience im San Francisco. Oakland, 


Berkeley and Alameda. Here are the records: 


February 18th: 6:30 to 7:00 p.m., op i J 
COLUMBIA-KSFO—52% of the entire audience 
among eight competing stations. 


“Strongest Competitor’ — 21.9% of all listeners. 
February 19th: 10:00 to 10:30 am., P.C.T. 


COLUMBIA-KSFO — 36.5% of all listeners. 


“Strongest Competitor’ — 26.7% of all listeners. 
February 21st: 8:00 to 8:30 p.m., P.C.T. 
COLUMBIA-KSFO—71.5% of all listeners.* 


“Strongest Competitor’ — 13.4% of all listeners. 


*Note KNX’s rating in Los Angeles for the same period, 
It shows a remarkable consistency in audience division, 


research stability—and Columbia program power! 


The evidence is bright as a new coin. And rings 


sal 


as true: Columbia programs in Bay Region had 
no difficulty in capturing dominant audiences 
within a few weeks, and less than two months, 


after the “switchover”. Today, most veople in 


ache 


San Francisco (and the rich Bay region) not only 
know where Columbia programs are to be found 
... but /isten to them. The pattern repeats itself: 
Columbia popularity; majority audiences; swift- 


est increases — despite the brief time the audience 


had to adjust itself to the station changes. | 
URTS AHEAD! © 
A WORD ON CALIFORNIA MARKETS: i 
95% of all the population in California is now i 


in the evening primary coverage area of Colum- 
bia’s network facilities. 98.9% is in the daytime 
primary coverage area. A population of over 


5,729,000 people with: far above the nation’s 


Og 


average wealth. It is these people—and the power 


of Columbia programs— which create for C.B.S. 


oan a 


advertisers the largest actual radio audiences 


oe. 
“Tr 


now delivered by any network in Califoinia. And 


a complete Columbia staff work with and for you. 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





Ponds Cream is bringing Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt back to NBC 
for a Thursday night series, starting 
the middle of April. Account had 
her on in 1932 and 1933 for brief 
periods. It’s to be 15 minutes with 
the text topical comment and other- 
wise. Salary of $3,000 per broad- 
cast is to be contributed to the 
American Friends of Service, a Phil- 
adelphia charity. 

Dr. D. Jayne & Son, Inc., Phila- 
delphia (Jayne’s Vermifuge, Lin- 
cream), will broadcast twice weekly 


15-minute series over California Ra- | 


dio System, starting April 1. Con- 
te=ct. is for 13 weeks and Carter- 
Thomson the agency. Program, orisg- 
inating from Hollywood, will b2 
framed around Tom Wallace, ‘Horse- 
sense Philosopher.’ 

Duco is having a dubbed musical 
series manufactured through D.B.D. 
& O. Discs will run 15 minutes and 
be placed at the rate of a two-a-week 
for a period of eight weeks, starting 
April 5. 





Adventures of Ace Williams’ plat- 
tered serial, which the W. E. Long ad 
agency has spotted throughout the 
country for 18 bakeries, has been re- 
newed for another 13 weeks, 12 of 
the bakeries having already signed. 





‘We Live Again’ is title of a new 
series of script shows for Nature’s 
Remedy tablets on WLW, Cincy, 
starting Mareh 8, with quarter-hour 
forenoon periods Monday through 
Friday for 18 weeks. Writing is done 
in Chicago and casting and produc- 
tion is handled by Crosley staff. 
Theme concerns flashbacks to daily 
doings of a small-town druggist. Ac- 
count through Ruthrauff - Ryan 
agency. 

Transamerican will make off-the- 
air recordings of the programs for 
use on other. stations, making the 

“Pick-ups in New York. 





Andre Kostelanetz’s contract with 
Chesterfield renewed till end of ’37. 


WBNX, New York. Using two for- 
eign language announcements weekly 
on the Italian program through the 
Alexander Advertising Agency. 





Helix Co. on WHN, N. Y., for 13 
weeks with series of Monday a. m. 
quarter-hour programs titled :Your 
Opportunity.’ Placed direct. 





Budget Finance Co., with program 
labeled ‘How to Borrow Money,’ 
starts today (Wed.) on WHN, N. Y., 
with 26 weekly five-min. 
Frank Kiernan agency set account. 





| Producers’ Cooperative Commis- 
sion Association of Columbus, O., has 
renewed its contract for twice-daily 
| livestock quotations on WHKC for 
the tenth consecutive year. 

j Paani 

Standard Brands (Chase & San- 
born) drops its Sat. night ‘Spelling 
| Bee’ periods over WMCA, N. Y., and 
eight other affiliated stations linked 
in the Inter-City System, on March 
27. 

Madison Loans on on WHN, N. Y., 
with quarter-hour recordings of 
dance music each Saturday from 
|midnight till 12.15 a.m. Alsop, Inc., 


set. 





Seven sponsors have renewed for 
programs on WNEW, N. Y., Kop- 
per’s Coke, Twenty Grand Cigarettes, 
Roxy Clothes, Reddy Rub Liniment, 
Madison Personal Loans, Kreuger’s 
Beer and Riverbank Canning Co. are 
the accounts set. 





Zotos program (Sales Affiliates) 
will not return to the airwaves this 
spring as :xpected. Now looks as 
though this broadcast would not be 
set for airing until this fall. Last 
sponsored Phil Spitalny. Assessed 
all retail outlets for radio cost. 





Jerry Crowley, of the Crowley- 
LaBrum agency, and Andrew Mac- 
Lean Parker news commentator,were 
in N. Y. from Philadelphia last week 
doing the ‘sound’ for the motion pic- 
tures to be used in the United 





Lily Pons joins the Sunday night 
program on April 15. 





Air Features, Inc., which produces 
shows spotted by Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert N. Y. office, has recorded 
script serial tagged ‘Lorenzo Jones.’ 
Waxing made to audition around. If 
peddled, will be live-talent presen- 
tation, 





Earnshaw Preductions, West Coast 
wax works. recently opening N. Y. 
cubicle wita Charley Michelson in 
charge. 





Fisher Bodies Craftsman’s Guild 
will put on four programs this time 
to mark its annual giving away of 
prizes for original car designs by 
youngsters. First broadcast of the 
series will be over CBS tonight (10), 
with W. A. Fisher and Eddie Ricken- 
backer the speakers. 





H. W. Kastor & Sons, agency, plac- 
ing Midwest spot announcement 
campaign for McKesson - Robbins, 
drug account, through the Chicago 
office, 





MaJt-O-Meal using three, five- 
minute spots per week in an ex- 
tensive spring campaign being lined 
up by‘ Mitchell-Faust, Chicago 
agency. 





Pinaud starts a new 15-minute 
show, ‘The Last Word,’ on WLW, 
Cincinnati, March 19. It will be a 
studio unit led by Phil Davies, Mary 
Alcott, vocalist, and a sports com- 
mentator who will be billed as ‘The 
Man in the Know.’ Lord & Thomas 
has spotted the inning between two 
other of the agency’s shows on the 
station, Amos ’n’ Andy and Lum ’n’ 
Abner. 





Houschold Finance has bought an 
early a.m. news bulletin’ period 
across the board on WABC, New 
York. Starts April 5. 





Sherwin-Williams is buying spot 
announcements, with contracts call- 
ing for one a day over an average 
of 10 weeks. Campaign is slated to 
begin March 15. 
the agency. 





Al Pearce and His Gang have been 
renewed for another 13-week gallop 


on Ford’s Tuesday night ‘Watch the | 
Fun Go By’ show over CBS, as of | 


April 6. Fanchon & Marco handling. 
N. W. Ayer the agency. 





Atkins Chemical Co. launching an | 


eightiweek test campaign over 
CLEPTVARREL LLL EET Eat 


| Foods 


T. J. Maloney is | 


Campaign, Philly’s annual communi- 
ty drive. Crowley formerly sales 
director at WIP. 





Atlantic Refining Co., through N. 
W. Ayer, his signed with WWSW., 
Pittsburgh, for play-by-play account 
of all of Pittsburgh Pirates’ away- 
from-home baseball games this sea- 
son. This excepts, as in past, contests 
played in New York and Brooklyn, 
where the telegraphic descriptions 
are prohibited. 

Expected that Joe Tucker, WWSW 
sports announcer, will handle the 
broadcasts although that hasn’t yet 
been definitely determined. Ayer 
is sending couple of representatives 
to Pittsburgh next week to give 
Tucker the once-over first. 











O’Connor, Moffatt & Co. of San 
Francisco (department store), 
through Allied ad agency, begins a 
series of half-hour daily broadcasts 
over KYA today (9). Records will 
be used for the shows, which air at 
8:15 a.m. PST (except Sunday). Con- 
tract expires June 17. 








Stuart Thompkins setting spot an- 





nouncements for Girard’s French 
dressing on Coast. 

Oneida, Ltd. begins weekly 
quarter-hour transcribed script 


shows, ‘Peggy Tudor,’ over KGO, 
San Francisco March 18, at 9:00 a.m., 
PST. Contract, for 13 weeks, signed 
through’ Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborn. 














Best Foods will not renew its 
sponsorship of the Hal Burdick 
serial, ‘Dr. Kate,’ broadcast Thurs- 
day nights over the Coast NBC-Blue 
web. Final program under Best 
banner was cancelled last 
week by President Roosevelt’s Demo- 
cratic victory dinner speech. Show 
will continue as sustainer until a 
new sponsor is signatured. 








Peters Shoe Co. of St. Louis. 
through Long Advertising Agency, 
San Francisco, begins local daily 
| time signals (10) over KFBK, Sacra- 
| mento: KWG, Stockton; KMJ, Fresno, 
and KERN, Bakersfield. 


| 





Gruen Watch through McCann- 
Erickson, New York, has signed for 
| 90 spot announcements evenings be- 
ginning March 15 on Pacific Coast. 





Dutchland Farms, Boston, is the 
first sponsor to gobble up some of 
the peewee announcements now per- 
mitted by WOR, New York. Outfit 
|operates roadside stands, and has 
CRELEELERERELTRLERERE RRR ERTS 





periods. | 





Old—Always New 


Most of the talent selling 
agents have caught on to the 
haggling ways of the buyer for 
a major ad agency and they 
have a formula set for him. 

They, for instance, have an 
act that’s asking $1,000 for a 
guest shot. Instead of quoting 
that amount to the agency man 
they cite $1,250, figuring that 
he'll offer $750 and finally come 
up to the grand. 














contracted for one announcement on 
Tuesday and one on Thursday begin- 
ning March 16. Through the Ingalls 
agency. 





Ken Murray show replacement of 
Burns and Allen on CBS for Camp- 
bell Soup has been moved up from 





carded starting date, April 7, to 
March 31. 
Commentator Magazine buying 


chain breaks in major cities to plug 
circulation. Through Cecil, Warwick 
& Cecil. 





Bluejay (corn plaster) after chain- 
breaks. Through Ruthrauff & Ryan. 





Roi Tan cigar (American Tobacco) 
issuing another flock of contracts for 
one-minute discs and chainbreaks. 
Campaign to run from April 1 to 
June 30. Through Lawrence Gum- 
binner. 





Columbia Pictures, through Biow, 
still signing up stations for an an- 
nouncement campaign on ‘Lost 
Horizon’ film. 





Lambert Pharmacal starting a 
chainbreak campaign through Lam- 
bert & Feasley within a couple of 
weeks. Will run 13 weeks. 





National Lead, makers of ‘Dutch 
Boy’ paint products, will try radio 
for first time with test program con- 
ducted over six stations for 17 weeks 
starting March 15. 

Using transcribed dramatization of 
series of yarns about odd facts, titled 
‘The Unbelievable.’ discs will be 
heard twice weekly over WCFH, 
Portland, Me., KRFT, Des Moines, 
WISN, Milwaukee, WBNS, Colum- 
bus, WFBL, Syracuse, and WHP, 
Harrisburg, Pa. ~ Programs are of 
quarter-hour duration. 

Marschalk & Pratt is agency. 





New Jersey Brewer’s Association 
is sponsoring a broadcast of the 1937 
Goat Show over WNEW, N. Y., next 
Saturday (13), Ted Webbe, station’s 
‘man on the street,’ will describe 
judging of the goat which is to typi- 
fy the ‘bock’ brew. 





Che:rolet resumes its recorded 
series March 8. Contracts were re- 
newed with some 380 stations just 
before the General Motors strike re- 
sulted in an order thct the World 
Broadcasting System discs be tem- 
porarily put on the shelf. 





Schwimmer & Scott agency as- 
signed Central Finance Corp. to 26 
weekly 15-minute spois on WJJD, 
Chicago. 





Ross-Gould ad agency handling ex- 
tensive spring spot campaign for 
Absorbene. 


JUDGE S. F. SPIELERS ON 
DICTION, SINCERITY, ETC. 


San Francisco, March 9. 

Sidney Garfinkel Advertising 
Agency has a contest underway to 
determine San _ Francisco’s finest 
staff announcer. Agency is main- 
taining a ‘hands off’ policy during 
the race, leaving the matter entirely 
up to a board of judges consisting 
of San Francisco radio editors. 

Diction, sincerity and effectiveness 
are the points on which the mike- 
men are being judged in the contest 
which ends (16). 


KFWB’s Anti-Nazi Scripts 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Principal characters in ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Haddock in Germany,’ which 
Donald Ogden Stewart is writing 
for Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 
weekly broadcasts, are played by Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Mayer, formerly of 
vaude. Little Mildred, precocious 
daughter, is portrayed by Ray’s 
niece. Announcing of the program is 
done by Herbert Biberman. 

Programs on _ station KFWB. 
League plans drive for chain hookup 
in near future, 
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TOM DALTON WITHDRAWS 


Rep Firm Goes on—Probabiy as Wii- 
son & Robertson 








Chicago, March 9. 

Thomas Dalton of the station rep 
firm of Wilson-Dalton-Robertson is 
checking out of the organization and 
setting up in a new enterprise, as 
yet unannounced, pending Dalton’s 
settling of new contacts. 

Howard Wilson, who has been han- 
dling the Kansas City office primari- 
ly during the past few years, is tak- 
ing over the Chicago desk. Graham 
Robertson remains in charge of New 
York. Likely that the new name of 
the firm will be Wilson & Robertson. 


GLOSSARY FOR 
AIR ACCENTS 


Chicago, March 9. 
Midwest division of the Associa- 
tion of Radio News Editors and 
Writers got actively organized at a 
special meeting last week and ap- 
pointed an operating committee com- 








posed of Ken Fry, of NBC here; Al | 


Hollander, of WJJD-WIND, and Ken 
Ellington, of Columbia-WBBM. 


Boys had plenty of round-table 
discussion, and decided on a couple 
of policies. Particularly voted on 
the compilation of a pronouncing 
dictionary for the midwest, with 
Harry Martin named to head this 
task. 


While the lads among themselves 


| were loud in claiming that news on 


their stations was not censored, and 
that particularly they didn’t have 
their sponsors busting in with any 
censorship on news periods, they all 
just as unanimously stated that they 
were censoring all news on their 
stations regarding murder and sex 
crimes. In fact, a good many of 
them stated that they were trying to 
kill off any and all mention of crime 
and sex news on their transmitters. 





Arkansas Gazette Buys 
Into KLRA, Little Rock; 
Will Get Air Billing 


Little Rock, March 9. 

Arkansas Gazette, oldest morning 
paper west of the Mississippi River, 
has purchased an interest in radio 
station KLRA, Little Rock. Sheldon 
Vinsonhaier is secretary-treasurer of 
the corporation, owners of both sta- 
tions KLRA and KGHI, Little Rock 
100-water. 


KLRA will occupy new studios in 
the Gazette building, effective April 
5. Remodeling and construction of 
four studios, cost of which will be 
borne by the owners of the building. 
Station will thereafter be known as 
‘KLRA—The Arkansas Gazette sta- 
tion’ and not as ‘KLRA, Columbia’s 
station for Arkansas.’ 


W. C. Alsop, advertising director 
of the Arkansas Gazette, and son of 
F. W. Alsop, business manager and 
co-publisher of the paper, has been 
elected a director of the broadcasting 
corporation. No other changes in 
personnel of the station or direc- 
torate will be made. 

KGHI has been occupying quarters 
in the Gazette building since Jan. 1. 








No Weiss Successor 


Detroit, March 9. 

Appointment of a successor to 
Lewis A. Weiss, assistant manager 
at WJR before becoming g.m. for 
the Don Lee web Jan. 1, appears 
doubtful. 

Leo Fitzpatrick, manager of WJR. 
has taken over Weiss’ former tasks 
and says he hasn’t anyone in mind 
for the job. 





Revamp ‘Couple’ Script 


Chicago, March 9. 

Blackett - Sample - Hummert, 
throush Kirby Hawkes, revamping 
the ‘Couple Next Door’ script show 
for new sponsorship by Procter & 
Gamble, 

Slated to start shortly on a coast- 
to-coast Mutual ride originating in 
the WGN studios here. 

‘Couple’ formerly waved under the 
Holland Furnace banner on _ the 





ether, 
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Announcer Now 
Gen. Sales Mor. 
For Advertiser 


Little Rock, March 9. 

From announcer to sales manager 
of the company sponsoring the pro- 
gram is what Mack MacKrell, former 
announcer and commercial represen- 
tative at KLRA, Little Rock, has ac- 
complished. 

Starting at KLRA four years ago 
MacKrell originated a program 
known as ‘Uncle Mac’s Club.’ Pro- 
gram ran daily from 6 to 6:15 p. m. 
and the talent was comprised solely 
of kids. Two years ago the Union 
Life Insurance Co. bankrolled the 
program with Mac continuing as 
emsee and announcer. 


On Jan. 1—with a known member- 
ship (and listening audience of 70,- 
000 kids)—Uncle Marc’ became 
general sales manager of the insur- 
ance company but will continue to 
m.c. and announce the ‘Uncle Mac 
Club’ program over KLRA, 








General Motors’ Shift 


General Motors is arranging to re- 
turn to its old Sunday evening spot, 
8 to 9, on the NBC blue. It figures 
that it can garner a_ substantially 
larger audience if it gets out over the 
air ahead of the Ford Symphony 
Hour, 9 to 10, on CBS. 

G.M. switched to its present slot, 
10 to 11 on the NBC red, the season 
before. 








Buckeye’s Ice-Cracker 





Cleveland, March 9. 


Buckeye Network goes into opera- 
tion March 15 with Crazy Water 
Crystals providing the first commer- 
cial. Contract is for a year and in- 
volves six half-hour programs 
weekly framed around Hank and 
Slim Newman and their Georgia 
Crackers. Show will originate from 
WHKC, Columbus. 

Basic outlets of the Buckeye Net- 
work are WHK-WJAV, Cleveland, 
and besides WHKC takes in WKBN, 
Youngstown. 





ARNOLD HARTLEY BETTER 


Arnold Hartiey who has been con- 
fined to a sanatorium in Monrovia, 
Calif., for the past year is greatly 
improved. 

Former program director of KYW, 
Philadelphia, and various Chicago 
stations is expected to be fit for work 
in couple of months. 





A. & P.’s Legit Names 

Atlantic & Pacific (Kate Smith) is 
continuing its policy of booking legit 
names for its broadcasts. Has set 
Helen Mencken and Margolo Gill- 
more to do a scene from ‘Mary of 
Scotland’ on its April 18 program. 

Thursday (11) Margaret Sullavan 
and four other cast members of the 
current ‘Stage Door’ will broadcast 
a sequence from the latter. 





Vic Dalton Splurges 
Hollywood, March 9. 

Vie Dalton is going on a splurge 
for a new studio for KMTR. He 
plans to spend liberally for quarters 
on Cahuenga boulevard in Holly- 
wood. 

Architecture will have a Mexican 
tang, with a theatre and outdoor 


stages sprawled over the three-acre 
site, 





Ray Dady’s New KWK Job 
St. Louis, March 9. 

Ray Dady has abandoned news 
commentator stint at KWK to head 
Station’s newly created Planning 
Bureau. John Conrad, formerly on 
station’s announcing staff, has been 
upped to director of public relations. 

Newest addition to KWK’s per- 
sonnel are Bill Cook, announcer, for- 
merly with KFWB, Hollywood, and 
WLAC, Nashville, and Wright Esser, 
feature writer. 





General Mills’ ‘John K. Watkins’ 
is really John S. Young. Uses real 
name on the ‘Hammerstein Music 
Hall’ weekly variety show for Koly- 
nos, also over CBS. Young also 
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Chain Income from Time Sales | 





NBC 





$2,378,620 
2,264,317 


. $4.642,.937 


January 
February 


Total 


January 
February 


SOORE sci 








1937 1936 1935 1934 
JaMuary - ..cssoseee $3,541,999 $2,681,895 $2,895,037 $2,391,667 
February ...esas. - 3,295,782 2,714,300 2,758,319 2,211,637 
| err . $6,837,781 $5.396,195 $5,653,356 $4,603,304 
1937 1936 1935 1934 


$1,901,023 
1,909,146 


$3,810,169 


MUTUAL 





$1,768,949 
1,654,461 


$1,405,948 
1,387,823 


$3,423,410 $2,793,771 


1937 1936 
$187,362 $166,266 
202.088 152,064 
$389 450 $318,330 








NBC RED TOPS 
CBS GROSS IN 
FEBRUARY 


NBC red (WEAF) link nosed 
Columbia out of No. 1 position in 
the tabulation of time sales for last 
month. CBS grossed $2,264,317, 
while the red did $2,273,973. On the 
whole, including the blue (WJZ) 
trail, NBC grossed $3,295,782 for the 
month. 


| South-East 


| Affiliated, 


Compared to the tally for Febru- | 


ary, 1936, last month’s figures gave 
NBC a boost of 21.4% and Columbia 
18.6%. In the case of Mutual, the 
past month’s gross of $202,088 repre- 
sented a tilt of 32.8%. Mutual's gross 
for the like month of ‘36 was 
$152,064. 


Unlike what happened in the in- | 
stance of both NBC and CBS last | 


year, this February’s gross was nor- 
mally less than that of January. In 


OTA GYGI KEEPS TRYING 


Organizing Another 
gional Network 


Reported Re- 


Chicago, March 9. 
Ota Gygi spent most of last week 
in New York. Understood that he 
went there to confer on a newly or- 
ganized regional to be known as the 
Network, 52. stations, 
ranging from 100 watts upwards. 
Up until Saturday Gygi kept of- 
fice hours at the lately dead Affili- 
ated studios, and if South-East chain 
goes into operation it will be the 
third he has promoted. First was 
Amalgamated with Ed Wynn; second, 
which stopped operations 
the first of this year. 





Bernie in Miami 
Sheila Barrett set for a guest ap- 
pearance on the Ben Bernie (Amer- 


ican Can) program on March 23. 
Set by Bro. Herman. 

Broadcast will emanate from 
Miami, where Bernie is resting up. 





*36, February showed an_ increase 
over January, despite the difference 
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TELEVISION IN DUTCH 


WITH NETHERLANDERS 


The Hague, March 1. 
Technical experts here have ar- 
rived at the concl'3ion that Holland 
is not ripe for television. Or maybe 
it’s television that isn’t ripe. Either 
way they’re not hot and bothered 
any more about the see-hear thing. 
Dutchmen have figurea that the 
selling of sets at $100 or better would 
almost immediately be followed by a 
demand for more variation and en- 
tertainment in television «programs 
than either artistically or technically 
would be possible. 
It’s all too vague and unce: 
get 


tain to 
much attention here 


Mutual Extension Into 
Houston, San Antonio, Is 
Expected in Near Future 


Mutual expects to add Houston 
and San Antonio by the 
end of next month to the Texas leg 
which it has set out to develop 
KTAT, Fort Worth, and WRR, Dal- 
as, join the web April 15. 
Affiliation of the Oklahoma 


possibly 


net- 


work with Mutual becomes effective 
April 1. Outlets in the Oklahoma 
group are KGFG, Oklahoma City 
KCRC, Enid: KGFF, Shawnee: 


KBIX, Muskogee: KADA, Ada; and 
KVSO, Ardmore; WBBZ, Ponca City: 
and KASA, Elk City. 

Wires in the 
being 
voly ed. 


‘ave of either leg are 
financed by the stations in- 


Ralph Wonders’ Job 
Ralph Wonders, formerly manager 
of the CBS Artists Bureau, joins the 
radio department of Rockwell- 
O'Keefe, Inc., this Monday (15). 
Arrangement was worked out be- 
tween Wonders and F. C. (Corky) 
O’Keefe in Florida where both have 
been vacationing. 


KARK, Little Rock, has cancelled 
the International News Service day 
wire and is being served only by the 
5 p. m,. to 1 a. m. Universal Service 


in the number of bookkeeping days. | wire. 





LT 


L. A. Station Deal No Aspirin to 


{ 


Los Angeles, March 9, 


for a time looked like a 
way out for Columbia’s dilemma in 
the San Diego area turned out to 
be just another case of hope for- 
lorn when announcement was made 
last week by J. F. Burke that he 
had come to terms with Frank 
Doherty for taking KRKD. 
Sale price not revealed, al- 
though 
$100,000. 


What 


over 
was 
generally guessed at around 
Ana Cal 
is owner with 


King, of an- 


Burke, foi Santa 
newspaper publisher, 
his 
other smallie 
the E. L. Cord 

In the works 


sh quite ul ind 


met 


Llovd 
KFVD 


intere 


son-in-law 
acquired from 
t 

for many months 
br roundly 


th 
l ul 


denied, has been Columbia's almost 


desire to 
the 
down 


insane tie in somewhere 
to call off the 
around the border 
despite the 
signal of 


along line so as 
wolves 
Seems that powerful 
50,000 watt KNX, the 
chain's Hollywood spot, it goes into a 
fade at the border, 150 miles to the 
south. Technical experts have ad- 


three 


measures {oO 


the 
to 500 kw. 
San Diego 


vised corrective 


t: Change location of trans- 


mitter;: hop up the wattage 


or establish a station in 


Latter seems the most feasible and 
that’s where the sweating is being 
done. 
How Turn Is Called 

In-on-the-knowers thought they 
had called the turn when KRKD 
passed to more friendly (to CBS) 
hands, temporarily, at least. Deal, so 
the wise ones thought, was to have 


the transmitter license transferred 
to San Diego and there set up shop. 
A while later CBS was to come along 
and strike a deal for the purchase. 
This would be so tempting as to be 
snapped up pronto and the next voice 
would be that of a network exec 
announcing that a CBS outlet had 
taken form at the international line 

That's how it looked to the wisen- 
heimers, but apparently’ they're 
wrong. At least, so say the new own- 
ers, who couldn't be expected to say 


CBS Headache at Border—Not Yet 


janything else. Boys are sitting by 
j and keeping an ear to the ground, 
'Thev insist they’re right, but per- 
ihaps a bit premature. 


Columbia has been considerably 


perturbed by the condition to the 
south after getting over a headache 
to the north. Engineers have been 


running up and down the Coast but 


have virtually given up the San 
Diego situation as a bad boy, setting 
forth the only remedial measures 
That Catalina Dream Spot 
Covetou eyes are glancing “2* 
mile across the Pacific toward 
Santa Catalina island. Water being 
natural carrier and a grounding 
in the ea the perfect setup, techni- 
cians would like nothing better than 


to pitch a 
Whether 
r. & 
strip, 


transmitter on the isle. 
anyone has yet approached 
Wrigley, owner of the ocean 
is not known. For the experi- 
500 kw it is the 
word 


mental said to be 


last 


UNION CRACKS DOWN 
ON AMATEUR MUSIC 


Portland, Ore., March 9 
Local musicians’ union is cracking 
down on juvenile and non-union 
artists appearing on the 
ether. Major Bowes’ amateur 
unit scheduled to appear at the May- 
fair Theatre was forced to cancel the 


musical 
local 


engagement. 
Musicians’ union’ also cracked 
down on ‘Stars of Tomorrow, a 


KGW-Red Network program. Union 
objected to 16-year-old juves play- 
ing instruments, Program had built 
up considerable listener interest, 
Organ and vocal numbers only now 
used. 


Elizabeth Todd is author of, and 
Helene Dumont, Florence Freeman 
and James Meenan are players in 
‘Love and Learn,’ new serial being 
broadcast over NBC blue on an 
carly-afternoon sustainer. 





















Broadcasting that Satisfies! 
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e the dealer 
e ithe consumer 
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50,000 WATTS 
Phila delphia 


ROBERT A. STREET, Commercial Manager 
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wBR us| F.C.C.'S WASHINGTON DOCKET 


FIRST 


a 


POPULARITY 


According to Ross Federal 
Survey Nov. 29th to 
Dec. 5th, 1936 


WFBR . 37.65% 
WCAO .. 28.32% 
WBAL .. 18.39% 
WCBM .. 5.96% 


FIRST 


mn 


SHOWMANSHIP 


‘According to 


VARIETY RATING 





NORTHWEST UPHEAVAL 


Seattle Situation Causes Lots 
Traveling 





of 








DECISIONS 


Washington, March 9. 


Alabama: Greater Muscle Shoals Broadcasting Co., 
Sheffield, denied new station application for 1500 kilo- 
cycles with 100 watts, as in cases of default for failure 
of applicant to file appearance and statement; Archie 
E. Everage, Andalusia, application for new station to 
be operated on 1310 ke. with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days, dismissed at request of applicant. 

Florida: WJNO, Hazlewood, Inc., West Palm Beach, 
| granted daytime power boost from 100 to 250 watts. 

Georgia: H. Wimpy, Albany, denied new station to 
be operated on 1420 ke. with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days, Commish upholding Examiner Melvin H. 
Dalberg; WGPC, Americus Broadcasting Corp., granted 
renewal of license on 1420 kc. with 100 watts, Examiner 
Dalberg sustained. 





Indiana: Hammond-Calumet' Broadcasting Corp., 
Hammond, action of Sept. 26, 1936, granting new station 
to be operated on 1480 kc with 5 kw, affirmed by 
Commish. 

Kansas: KANS, Charles C. Theis, Wichita, granted 
voluntary assignment of license to the KANS Broad- 
casting Co., 1210 ke with 100 watts. 

Kentucky: WCKY, L. B. Wilson, Inc., Covington, 
granted juice-jump from 5 kw to 10 kw, on 1490 kc. 

Nebraska: Service Life Insurance Co., Omaha, appli- 
cation for new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 
100 watts dismissed at request of applicants. 

New Jersey: WCAP, Radio Industries Broadcast Coa., 
Asbury Park, application for power boost from 500 
watts to 1 kw, on 1280 kc, dismissed with prejudice, 
Commish sustaining Examiner R. L. Irwin in part 
(station shares time with WTNJ, Trenton, and WCAM, 
Camden). 

Ohio: United States Broadcasting Co., Toledo, appli- 
cation for new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 
100 watts days dismissed with prejudice, Commish 
sustaining Examiner George H. Hill; United States 
Broadcasting Co., Columbus, application for new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts dis- 
missed with prejudice, Examiner Hill sustained. 


Oregon: Wilke & Studebaker, Baker, denied new 
station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, Examiner John P. Bramhall sustained. 


Pennsylvania: WHAT, Philadelphia, denied fre- 
quency ‘change from 1310 to 1220 kc, power boost 
from 100 watts to 1 kw, change of operation from 
sharing time with WTEL, Philadelphia, to unlimited, 
Commish upholding Examiner Dalberg. 

Washington: KUJ, Walla Walia, denied frequency 
change from 1370 to 1250 kc, power increase from 100 
to 250 watts, Commish reversing Examiner R. L. Irwin; 


| KIT, Carl E. Haymond, granted frequency change from 


| 1310 to 1250 ke and juice-jump from 100 watts nights, 


“Variety”, Feb. 10, 1937 


FIRST 


mM 


ADVERTISING 


FIRST among the three 


Baltimore major network 


stations in local and na- | 


tional advertising exclu- 
sive of network programs. 
Also FIRST in network 
commercial programs. 
According to survey 
made Feb. 7 to 13, 1937 
by a representative of 
a nationally known re- 


. * 
search corporation. 


(*name on request) 








250 watts days, to 250 watts nights, 500 watts days; 


| D. L. Thornton, between Centralia and Chehalia, appli- 


cation for new station to be operated on 1500 kc with 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days, dismissed at request 


SET FOR HEARING 


Connecticut: WBRY, American-Republican, 
Waterbury, boost day power from 1 to 5 kw. 
Kentucky: Louisville Broadcasting Co., Louisville, 


Inc., 


new station to be operated days on 1210 ke with 250 
watts. 

Louisiana: WBNO, Coliseum Place Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, voluntary assignment of license to 
WBNO, Inc., 1200 ke with 100 watts, sharing with 
WJBW, New Orleans (renewal application for WBNO 
and applications of WJBW and Southern Broadcasting 
Corp., New Orleans, were scheduled to be heard March 
22. Hearing will now be continued in order that ap- 
plication for assignment of license may be heard with 
them.) 

Massachusetts: WORL, Boston, boost power and time 
of operation from 500 watts days only to 1 kw un- 
limited, using directional antenna for night time op- 
eration. 

Minnesota: Northwest Publications, Inc., Duluth, new 
station to be operated on 580 kc with 2500 watts, days 
only. 


New Jersey: Young People’s Association for the | 
Propagation of the Gospel, Shark River Bay, new 


station to be operated on 640 ke with 5 kw days, to 
local sundown at dominant station KFI, Los Angeles. 


Ohio: Valley Broadcasting Co., Youngstown, new 
station to be operated on 1350 kc with 1 kw, using 
directional antenna for night time operation; WSMK, 
Dayton, install directional antenna, boost power and 
time of operation from 200 watts night, 200 watts days, 
simultaneous days (with KQV, Pittsburgh, Pa.), speci- 
fied hours nights, to 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, 
unlimited. 


Pennsylvania: WKOK, Sunbury, install vertical radi- | 
KQY\V, | 


ator, boost day power from 100 to 250 watts: 
Pittsburgh, install directional antenna for night time 
use, jump power from 500 watts night and day, simul- 
taneous daytime operation with WSMK, Dayton, O., 
and specified hours nights, to 1 kw unlimited. 


Rhode Island: WEAN, Yankee Network, Inc., Provi- | 


dence, daytime power boost from 1 to 5 kw. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Arizona: KGAR, Tucson, change frequency from 
1370 to 1340 kc, increase night power from 100 watts 
to 250 watts. 

Arkansas: KARK, Little Rock, transfer 
corporation from Radio, Inc., to T. H. 
shares common stock. 

District of Columbia: 


control of 
Barton, 617 


Hearst Radio, Inc., Washing- 


ton, two new booster stations to be operated on 1310 | 


ke with 250 watts, synchronously with main trans- 
mitter of proposed broadcast station daytimes only 
(requests facilities of WOL, Washington, contingent 
on the granting of WOL’S application for frequency of 
1230 ke). 

Louisiana: KMLB, Monroe, change frequency from 
1200 to 620 kc, boost power from 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, to 500 watts all times, and install 
directional antenna for nighttime use; WDSU, New 
Orleans, install new transmitter, jump juice from 1 
to 5 kw and make changes in antenna system. 

Minnesota: Southern Minnesota Broadcasting Co., 
Rochester, new station to be operated on 920 kc with 
1 kw nights, 5 kw days. 

New York: WFAS, White Plains, special experi- 
mental authorization to operate simultaneously with 
WBRB, Red Bank, N. J., sharing as before with 
WGBB, Freeport, N. Y., and WGNY, Newburgh, N. Y. 

Texas: Enterprise Co., Beaumont, new station to be 
operated on 1400 ke with 500 watts. 





RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 


particularly appropriate for over- 
weight business men, 

Last week KXBY claimed a first 
when station broadcast a club tour- 
nament of the game. Station has 
just about run the gamut of sport 
broadcasts but still lacks a go at 





+ 





jackstones., 








Outstanding Stunts: 





SPRING TRAINING DISCS 
WXYZ, DETROIT 











For the Rabid Ball Fans 

| Detroit 
| New wrinkle in spring 
| training programs hits the air over 
WXYZ this week, via wax. Tagged 
| ‘Baseball Extra,’ it’ll run three times 
| weekly over WXYZ and four times 
over station’s state web. 

Discs are made on Detroit Tigers’ 
playing field in Lakeland, Fla., under 
supervision of Harry Heilmann, for- 
mer Tiger star and now baseball 
|commentator on WXYZ. Transcrip- 

tions will be made from a mobile 
|unit on the practice grounds, placed 
| aboard an airliner and rushed to 
| Detroit for broadcast the next day. 
| Heilmann will describe the practice 
| play, exhibition games and in inter- 
| views with various players. 
| Program sponsored by Pfeiffer 
| Brewing Co. here, will extend 
| through spring training. 


baseball 











Blurb With Civic Tie-Ins. 
Chicago. 

What are probably th® first com- 
| mercial spot announcements to be 
| backed by civic organizations 
schools are those being used by the 
W. E. Long ad agency for their bak- 
ery accounts throughout the coun- 
try. Announcements are of the one- 
minute variety, and are dramatized. 

Half of each spot is used to 
dramatize, in the form of a quickie, 
some incident in the history of the 
city in which they are played. An- 
nouncements are arranged in vroper 


regular schedule. Rest of time is 
devoted to commercial copy, and js 


‘tere 


of thé *craffatized ‘incident ~ * 





and | 


historical sequence, and spotted on a| 


usually tied in which the tag “life | developed 


Ryan, agency’s radio man, has been 
used in some 40 cities for both bread 
and flour, and in every case has, with 
a little promotion, attracted the at- 
tention of civic bodies, press, and 
educational institutions. 





On School Bulletin Board 


Columbus. 

Bulletin board announcements in 
all elementary schools are used to 
plug Humpty Dumpty and His Ani- 
mal Circus, kid show on WHKC. 
Draw on this program is five daily 
prizes for tricks to be performed by 
animals. 





Oil Co.’s Safety Campaign 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Socony Oil Co., launching a traffic 
safety program over WHAM Mar. 
15, made it a civic event by for- 
mation of a traffic safety committee 
of 50 civic and industrial leaders, 
| including police and court officials. 
| Group organized at a luncheon at 
the Sagamore Hotel and asked to 
offer suggestions as well as moral 
support. 

Program will 
6:30 p.m., five nights a week, and in- 
clude broadcasts of traffic violations 
observed from a truck carrying a 
short-wave transmitter, dramatiza- 
tions of traffic accidents with grue- 
| some details, interviews with police 
officials, drivers, school children and 





daily for ‘safest driver’ or 


Socony spotters. 





Not Muffing Any Games 
Kansas City. 
If it comes under the heading of 
sport or contest station KXBY will 
broadcast it. Newest indoor sport 
craze to hit the burg is ‘aerial ten- 
nis,” featured darts and ping-pong 
racquets. Game was organized and 
by Joseph A. Reilly, 





pHysicat * Atréctor of * KC “Athletic 
Idea, which was developed by Dan! Club. 


Game is described as being 


Film Stirs Contest Zest 


Columbus. 

Jim Cooper, news broadcaster on 
WBNS for the Ohio Fuel & Gas Co., 
has transcribed the running com- 
ment for a travel film. Sponsor will 
use film to stimulate interest in a 
trip up the St. Lawrence waterway, 
offered as a prize in a sales contest 
conducted in the company’s branch 
offices. 





WKY’s Brass Band Rehearsals 
Oklahoma City. 
WKY is presenting series of 13 
weekly brass band rehearsals, with 
band from municipal university do- 
ing its drilling over air to acquaint 
high-school bands throughout Okla., 
Texas and New Mexico with proper 
interpretations of the pieces which 
are to be played during the National 
School Music Competition Festival 
(Region Six), to be held in mid- 
May. 
High-school organizations look up 
at the Univ. outfit as being very 





be 15 minutes at | 


pedestrians. Prize of $10 to be given | 
‘most | 
careful pedestrian,’ as observed by | 


versed, and hence lean forward to 
| listen with eagerness, hoping to get 
|}some pointers on how their bands 
|should handle the airs they must 
play competitively in forthcoming 
contest, 


Rapid Ad Programs 
St. Louis. 
Rapid Ad program, conducted for 
KWK by Bob Enoch, is observing its 
fourth anniversary here. The pro- 
| Sram is as its name implies, rapid 
ad service to local advertisers and 
smaller merchants. 


ments have been aired. 


A similar program, also 


| WWVA in Wheeling, W. Va. 





| Cincinnati, back to Florida to com- 
+ plete -his -interrupted. winter . vaca- 
tion. 


During span of | 
four years 40,000 separate announce- 


under | 
direction of Enoch, is conducted by | 


| L. B. Wilson, chieftain of WCKY, | 


Portland, Ore., March 9. 

Big upheavel among Seattle sta- 
tions sent radio execs from here and 
S. F. racing up to the northern city. 
KOL, Seattle, bounced off the Co- 
lumbia network and KIRO went on. 
Understanding here is that Archie 
Taft will retire as general manager 
of KOL. 

Seattle excitement was enough to 
send C. O. Chatterton and Carey 
Jennings of KGW-KEX rushing up 
there to confer with Hugh Feltis of 
KOMO and Bert Fischer of KJR. 
Louis Wasmer of KHQ, Spokane, 
also met with the Portland and 
Seattle execs. 

Earl Smith, 





Pacific Coast 
sentative of Edward Petry, 
raced from here to Seattle to 
out the lowdown on ether 


repre- 
also 
find 
troubles 


| there. New rate structures and poli- 
cies for the N. W. triangle were 
| figured out. by execs of NBC af- 


| filiated stations. 








Delay Western Canadian 
Squawkers’ Convention 








Regina, Sask., March 9. 
Mystery surrounds the delay in 
| holding the Regina meeting of the 
Board of Governors of the Canadian 
| Broadcasting commission, originally 
called for the first week in March, 
and since twice delayed. 
Saskatchewan residents will ap- 
pear at meeting to complain about 
lack of coverage by Canadian sta- 
tions in the West, and about the sta- 
tions that are here blocking good 
American stations in the Northwest. 


| 
| 
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and broadcasting industry gets 


William P. Connery, 





airing in 


will ask 





currently. 


Congressional Investigation Near 


Washington, March 9. 

Connery resolution authorizing a select commit- 
tee to probe Federal Communications Commission 
initial] 
Congress Thursday (11) before House Rules Com- 
mitee. Skids appear greased, with prospect investi- 
gation will be ordered next week. 

Charging development of monopoly in industry 
has been allowed through lax administration, Rep. 
of Massachusetts, 
rules group to approve his measure in order to 


have sweeping look at affairs of the commish and 
put licensees on the griddle. 
apparent, since administration bosses, who control 
rules gang, have reached compromise under which 
commercial operators will be quizzed intensively 
along with commish members. 

After being reported by rules committee, resolu- 
| tion still must be oked by the House before the 

Bay Stater can start examination. 
will not be turned on before middle of next month 
since Connery is busily engaged in other matters 


Little opposition is 


Looks like heat 

















WRVA TERMS 


SELF-MADE AND 
TOUGH 


Richmond, March 9. 


Understanding in trade circles here 
is that when CBS wooed WRVA 
away from NBC a couple of months 
ago, the candy and flowers consisted 
in CBS allowing WRVA to virtually 
write its own contract terms. And 
they’re dandies. In fact, CBS ap- 
pears to have been so bent on get- 
ting the Larus tobacco airer that the 
web won’t make much, if anything, 
off the station in direct sales profits. 
It’s all prestige and facade. 

As the contract terms are under- 
stood by the boys in Richmond, 
WRVA is guaranteed absolute card 
rates on all web biz. Additionally, 
CBS has promised WRVA not to 
angle for an affiliate in the Norfolk- 
Newport News sector. To cap it all 
off, WRVA can claim the interval 
from 6 p. m: to 8 p. m. as its own 
priority time. If CBS wants to put 
any commercials into this two-hour 
stretch, the web must pay penalty 
rates—card rates and a half. 





the other announcer of the broad- 


cast. 


UNITED PRESS SPREADS 


Big Plant Necessary As_ Radio 
Service on Upbeat 


United Press enlarges its radio de- 
partment so that it will have four 


times as much-room as at present 
in He News building, East 42d 
| Street, N. Y. New quarters will 
| be ready for occupancy in about 


} 
} 
| 


| obliged to climb 20 stories 


three weeks. 

New offices will include a special 
sales division and regulation radio 
studios for making sample record- 
ings and home office lab work. U. 
P. now serves about 100 radio sta- 
tions and special accounts. 

Webb Artz heads the radio depart- 
ment, 


‘Man on Street’ Ventures 





Out Again in Louisville 


Louisville, March 9. 


WAVE’s ‘Man on the Street’ air- 
ing, which has been conducted 


the station’s studio since Jan. 26, is 
back to lobby of Mary Anderson 
Monday (8). 
Central Station were out of com- 
mission as far as broadcast pickups 
were concerned, Central Station in 


than 20 feet of water. 


During the ‘flood period, persons 
who craved to be interviewed, were 
in the 


| Brown Hotel, in order to reach the 

Pat Kelly of NBC has taken the | 
place of Nelson Case on the Vox Pop | dition to the personal satisfaction of 
program. He works with Ford Bond, having their voices aired, was a tube 


| 


WAVE studios. Their reward, in ad- 


of Minute-Rub and a pass to the} 


Mary Anderson. 


Both the theatre and | 


| present 2UW, Sydney, is the only sta- 
in | 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 





IN COMMERCIAL 
NETWORK 


Sydney, Feb. 16. 

Stuart F. Doyle intends building 
up his air holdings to cover im- 
portant territory in New South | 
Wales. Doyle, in conjunction with | 
Frank Albert, controls Common- 
wealth Broadcasters, running com- 
mercial 2UW in this city, atop the 
State theatre. 

Plans are now underway to take 
over commercial 2WG for the South. | 
Loops also planned for inter-state 
covérage on commercial work. At 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tion in the Southern Hemisphere 


running 24 hours daily. 


Doyle states his air interests were | 
growing so fast that it wouldn't sur- 
prise him were they to take major | 
position over his film activities. | 


| Doyle’s partner, Frank Albert, is a 
particular being inundated by more | 


millionaire music publisher. 
Marden is in charge of 2UW. 





Wythe Williams’ Book 


Wythe Williams, foreign 


| in New York, 


2UW AUSTRALIA | permanent wire allowing 
] ’ 


| from 
| operation. 





lin Chicago. 
news | hour of special anniversary program 


L. B. Wilson Gets Power Boost 


WCKY Now 10,000 Watts—Many Changes 


in Competitive Cincinnati Radio Situation 


Cincinnati, March 9. 

All broadcasters here astir on ex- 
pansions. 

Crosley Radio Corp., which last 
week arranged for a special studio 
linked by a private 
for two- 
has 


way transmission, 


plans for erection of a new building 
to accommodate offices and studios 
for its 500,000-watt WLW and smallie 
WSAI, both affiliated with NBC and 


Mutual. Work on improvement is to 
start soon. 
WCKY, headed by L. B. Wilson 


and hooked up with NBC, closed a 
deal last week with RCA for con- 
struction of a new transmitter to 
care for its’ recently 
power boost from 5,000 to 
watts. 

WKRC, local CBS outlet, 
new and enlarged 
month when stepping up its power 
1,000 to 5,000 watts for 
Station 


10,000 


will open 





BOTH NBC, MUTUAL 
SALUTE KWK ON 10TH 


St. Louis, March 9. 


Two networks, NBC and Mutual, 
will supply special programs when 
KWK, affiliated with both chains, | 


nesday (17) in municipal auditorium 


where entertainmeht will be given 
Frank | before live audiences. Mutual will 

feed two programs; the first ‘Jazz 

Nocturne’ from WOR and 


music of Kay Kyser’s ork from WGN 
NBC will carry half 


commentator on WMCA, New York | emanating from auditorium here. 


(Thursday, 7:45), has a new book 
which will be released by publishers 
March 12. 

Title is ‘Dusk of Empire’ 





' 


] 
| hoo 


KWK is spending heavily to bally- | 
literally | D. S. 


celebration. Town is 


approved | 


authorized | 


studios late this | 


night |} 
will continue as 


second | dled by Valentine. 


a 1,000-watter by night. 
up is in the Hotel Alms. 

WCPO, voice of the Scripps-How- 
ard Cinsinnati Post, has relocated 
and heightened its transmitter for 
improved signal strength of its 250 
daytime wattage and 100-watt night 
power. Station has studios in Hotel 
Sinton and is changing transmitter 
from atop Garfield Hotel to roof of 
five-story Daylight industrial build- 
ing, Court and Gilbert avenue. New 
transmitter has a 200-foot vertrée! 
staff. It will be operating within a 
week. Station has added two hours 
to its daily 
6 a.m 


Entire sete 


broadcasting schedule: 
to midnight. 

Increased power 
cording to Wilson, will be in effect 
within 90 days. Improvement, he 
| adds, means more than a 50 millivolt 
signal in heart of Cincy, giving 352,- 
180 more potential listeners within 
half millivolt line only. Present 1,- 
800,000 potential listeners in Ohio, 
Kentucky and Indiana will receive 
a 40% increase in signal strength on 
WCKY, its head man claims. 

Latest RCA high-fidelity 
mitter for WCKY will extend vol- 
ume and tone range, tags Wilson, 
| along with the message: ‘A new rate 
card will be issued after a field sur- 
vey is made.’ 


for WCKY, ac- 


trans- 


Wax Cowboy’s New Corral 
Indianapolis, March 9. 
Bob Valentine, for last four years 


| 
| 
on the ‘Breakfast Club’ program at 


| celebrates its 10th anniversary Wed- | WOWO, Ft. Wayne, started yester- 


|day (8) at WIRE here, on the morn- 
| ing shift of recorded discs, chatter, 
blurbs. 
nature 


jand commercial 
grams of this 


Two pro- 
will be han- 
First is another 
‘Breakfast Club of WIRE,’ while sec- 
ond is ‘WIRE Musical Clock.’ 

Valentine may handle morning 
|newscasts and comments. 





Ballou has quit as manager 


! 


blanketed with 24 sheets, street cars, | of KPDN, Pampa, Tex. No successor 


motor buses, book-matches, etc. 


has been picked as yet. 








* 


x The Nation’s Station 


takes another important forward step for 


the benefit of its listeners and tts advertisers. 


«x Facilities will soon be 


provided whereby WLW programs may be 


originated in New York at no extra cost— 


whatever. 
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PARKYRKARKAS 


Comedian 
RINSO 
Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
(Ruthrauf & Ryan) 
Guy from Boston proved a big 
step forward for Ruthrauf & Ryan 


in its torturously prolonged 
with this program. 
fort was distinctly a clicko. Parky- 
karkas (Harry Einstein) had 
material and his tempo and delivery 
had pressure behind it every syllable 
the Moreover he has a 


prodding technique that in turn en- 


agony 


good 


of way. 


abled Al Jolson, the program’s Star, 


+ 


to work up the cross-iire. Parky, 

Cantor aluminus, succeeds Sid 
Silvers on th program 

Notable changes have been made 
r yi ) and for the bette! In 

uption |! itine is in the ashcan 
ylong with the Christmas tree and 
th-“3rogram is now routined for a 
comedy slash, a sample of Martha 
Raye 1 lly the dr i 

» to the n put over by J n 
himselt It avoid those | 
interlude that invited 
to what might be availab on oO 


stations 


Looks like long unhappine may 
at last be treated to a pecp at the 
silver lining of substantial improve- 
ment in showmanship Land. 


‘CHASING RACKETS’ 
With Gordon E. Smith 
Interview 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wed., 6:45 p.m. 
WKBW, Buffalo 


Revived 3uffalo Better Business 
Bureau has taken to air in what 
looks like a natural. Surface object 
of new program is to warn citizens 
against reckets. Subtle result is to 
call attention to the work of the 
B.B.B.. which doesn’t hurt. 


In first of series Gordon E. Smith 
bureau manager, told of the ‘meanest 
racketeer in the world.’ He was a 
guy who preyed on the jobless who 


had inserted situation want ads. 
After promising the sucker a job 
he’d offer to get him a uniform ata 


discount and scram with the uniform 
money. 

After outlining 
made a dramatic 
methods used to 


Smith 
of the 
culprit, 


the racket 
narrative 
catch the 


topping with the disposition of the 5, any untruth, via a letter, that the 


case, which was a hefty prison sen- 
tence. 

Story was well written to hold in- 
terest and Smith presented it in un- 
professional but clear talk. Broad- 
cast stayed in the category of inter- 
view when Sigmund Smith, staff an- 


mouncer, interposed a question now 
and then. This served more as a 
chance for the bureau manager to 
take a breath than for any other 
purpose. 

First impulse in presenting such a 


program would be to dramatize the 
racket. It’s doubtful, however, that 
a dramatization could have made te 
ease more lucid and it might, with 
large cast, have tended to complicate 
and garble. 

‘Chasing Rackets’ should nave two 
natural pulls for hearers. In the first 
place, every citizen is interested i* 
trick ways of making easy money, 


and in the second place such schemes | keeps things moving and has a var- | 
works | 
and | 


when presented tend to boost listen- 
er’s ego because he always gets the 
feeling, ‘That guy certainly was a 
sucker. Nobody would ever gyp me 
with such a transparent scheme!’ 
Reed 


| 


| 


RADIO REVIEWS 








PHILIP MERIVALE 
COOPER 

‘Death Takes a Holiday’ 

15 Mins. 

A. & P. STORES 

Thursday, 8 P.M. 

WABC, New York 


Moy 


(Paris & Peart) 
This is the second appearance on 
the air for Philip Merivale and 


First comedy ef-| Gladys Cooper as a team. They did 


a condensation of ‘Mary of Scotland 
in October, 1935, on the program 
headed by Rudy Val'-~ In their sec- 
‘nd attempt to intrigue air listeners, 
the Merivale-Cooper combination did 
scenes from ‘Death Takes a Holiday’ 
in which Merivale (alone) appeared 
on the stage a few years ago. 

This play furnished the legit stars 
with ideal opportunities for air ef- 
fectiveness and dramatic appeal. 
Fact that the play itself was a bit 

> ‘cant t he some 
-ondensed, it is dow 


mdensation, considaer- 


oi a ve-y 
plays the 
and has an 
scene in the 
her mother 


qualiti ‘Ss 
nature She 
heroine the sketch 
‘xcellently - broadcast 
sarden with Death and 
Condensation opens on appearance 
f Death in the household of the 
Duke (actor uncredited did a fine 
job in support). Music of a fitting 
nature breaks this and other scenes 
Merivale is at tops in the sequence 
i hich he inforn the Dul of | 


= (‘har 


sar, has radio 
ippealing 
of 


‘NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH’ 
With Dick Smith, Jack Grogan 
15 Mins. 
HOUSEHOLD UTILITIES 
Daily, 2 p.m. 
WHB, Kansas City 
A quarter hour show dedicated to 


nothing but the truth. Two gabbers 
spiel a flock of little known and 
curious facts. When they make a 


mis-statement the ‘bee’ is put on the 
erring discourser. The ‘bee’ is a 
buzzer. Nothing is purposely put 
into script that is*not the truth with- 
out the ‘bee’ cue. Assumption being 
that no continuity writer is very 
likely to write a 15 minute show 
without making some error in regard 
Lo truth, 

Listeners are asked to put the ‘bee’ 


studio guys fail to catch. They get a 
$5 credit certificate for their alert- 
ness. 

Makes a nice show at small cash 
outlay but is a headache for scripter 
and show's parent, Frank Barhydt. 

Commercials are, of course, sagged 
from show’s tag. Hoyt. 


‘WHAT’S YOUR OPINION’ 


With Billy Morell 
Street Interviews 
15 Mins. 


RAY JEWELRY CO. 
Daily, 12:50 P.M. 
WJBK, Detroit 

Billy Morell has 
for several years and is a tormer 
member of the Sloane and Morell 
variety act. So he oughta know 
what's wanted in a street-interview 
prog and how to handle it. He does. 

Gifted with a peppy voice, he 


been etherizing 


iety of good questions. He 
in commercial spiel nicely, 
whole 15-minuter is sock. 

| Like ‘Vox Pop,’ gifts are given in- 
terviewers and a $1 award to listen- 
ers submitting questions used. Pete. 


not 


























OR WARD 


AN D 


UPWARD 


MARCH SEVENTEENTH 


KWK 


SAINT LOUIS 


CELEBRATES A 
DECADE 
OF PROGRESS 


1927 ytos7 


” 


and GLADYS | CAROL WEYMANN 


With Edgar Carver Orchestra 


‘SCATTERGOOD BAINES’ 


With Jess Pugh, John Hearn, Frances | 


| 15 Mins. Trout 
Sunday, 10:15 p. m. Serial 
WJZ, New York 15 Mins. 
i After kicking around as sustainer | WRIGLEY GUM , 


|on various’ Philadelphia 


stations | Daily, 8 p.m, 


(with one brief sortie into nitery | KNX, Hellywood 


warbling) Carol 


regular weekly sustainer spot over 


Weymann occupies | 


WJZ. Seems to have what it takes. | 
Dulcet soprano, with rich lower | 


notes, plenty of tone color and sat- 
isfactory enunciation. Has 
tatious delivery and ladles out nice 
variation of numbers. 

Program caught included three 
numbers. ‘Siboney,’ ‘Choir Boy’ and 
‘Our Song,’ 


the orchestra and themer. ‘Don’t 
Ever Change.’ Standout of group 
was ‘Choir Boy,’ mellow arrange- 
ment, including passage from Schu- 
bert’ ve Maria.’ 

Edgar Carver orchestra accompani 
ment imple and effective Pro- 
! ) hardly i zable opponent 
for the General Motors symph, but 


‘rves to introduce Miss Wevmann 
engagingly Hobe 


‘MARCH OF 
With William 


TALENT 


Desmond, Creichton 


Hale, Dot Farley, Joseph we Grass, 
Lee Cordova, Minta Durfee Ar- 
buckle, Mary McKeivor, Wilfrid 


Lucas, Frederick Bowers 
Oid Time Melodrama 
45 Mins. 

Sun., 4 p.m, 
KMTR, Hollywood 

Series of old time 
mellers. Ovener “The 
Not Ring Tonight 


non-royaltv 
Curfew Shall 
Played straight 


t's good for laughs and plenty of 
then Enacted by a cast of one-time 
victure name¢ fives it an added 
Dush. S lines as ‘lips that touch 
likker shall never touch mine,’ ‘weep 


my little willow’ and other mid- 
Victorian smash lines are a lot 
funnier than some of the stuff that 
comes out of the set under the gnise 
if comedy Biggest laugh was the 
change Jack Dalton (curse you!) 
to Jack Dawson. So’ happens that 
Vie Dalton owns the station. And 
the public might misconstrue the 
villainous one member of the 
family. 

Those in the cast are names that 
meant something in the early days of 
picture They work hard to put it 
over, even though it may sound 
corneyv. Directing the troupe is Bur- 
ton King, who was also: a name 
around tl studios before the films 


ol 


as a 


the 
went gabby. 

With the application of a little 
more showmanship Director Charles 
Davis may get it a following and not 
least of all, a commercial. Applause 
and incidental music is canned and 
patently phony. That hissing busi- 
ness is a part of the old mellers and 
a chorus of sibilants mi¢ht enhance 
the illusion. Piece also gives the old 
‘ang a chance to earn a few sheckels 
ind maintain their profession as 
actors. 

Eric and Sonja 
most of the meat 
their adaptation 
sag either, comes 


Heath retained 
of the old fav in 
Next week, and no 
‘East Lynne.’ 

Helm. 


JOHN NESBITT’S PASSING 
PARADE 
Topical Comment 


| 15 Mins, 


DUART COSMETICS 
Mon., 'Tues., 7:45 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 

(Howard E. Williams) 

John Nesbitt might be set down as 
one of the amazing successes in, radio 
if it weren't known that many a 
Progr es in pictures had been lifted 

into the click class by heavy support 

from the femme customers. It is easy 
to assume that Nesbitt’s act has been 


unosten- | fancy 


(Neisser-Meyerhoff) 

Good 
in radio. 
in the 


neighbor theme is not new 
This one comes rather late 
cycle and won't cut many 
figure eights in the 
carnival. It’s done well enough and 


| the yarn is adeptly contrived from 


| the 


Clarence Budington Kelland 


| Satevepost collection of articles but 


besides “Tea for Two’ by | 


| the 


it carries the stigma of copying 
something that’s been done before. 
It’s a cross between the ‘Goose Greek 
Parson’ and ‘Lum and Abner.’ That 
gives it no claim to originality other 


than being the adaptation of a 
videly read character However, it 
may be advanced that copy acts 
have often done okay for them- 
selves and advertisers on the aii 


Baines is a philosophical, helvful 


soul at the crossroads country store 
vho has a good word for everyone 
ind a good deed to match it. Jess 
Pugh gives it a homey portraval and 
the smell of alfalfa Thot takes it 
out in the sticks where it will find 
its market. Urbanites have perhans 
been fed up on that sort o'’ thir 
and besides they're slotted onvosit* 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy, who still got that 
Pacific Time 8 o’clock call in many 
a home. 


Idea of having the kindlv old cent 
read a commercial at the finich 
while in character may have its ad- 
vantages or again maybe not. Smacks 
of to ng a show and then passino 


yund the hat. after the manner of 


the medicine men 

Oldters may give it a regular 
whirl but young ‘uns will «9 for 
something more swingy. Helm. 
DAVE BACAL 
Organist 
15 Mins. 
| LIBBY, McNEIL & LIBBY 


Saturday, 11:45 
WGN, Chicago 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


This once-a-week shot supple- 
ments the five-a-week ‘We are Four’ 
serial which the same sponsor has on 
same station, giving them the 
spot straight across the board. 

Dave Bacal’s playing on a 
mond is a welcome morning pro- 
gram, and the way novelty and 
sweetness of tone was brought out in 
rendering every type of music makes 
the show almost good an ad for 
the Hammond as for Libby’s. 
Another theme should be chosen 
present one gets the program off 


p.m., CST 


Ham- 


as 


aS 


| to too slow a start. Commercial shots 


done by regular announcer in 
lar style, are okay. 


regu- 


‘WOMEN IN THE HEADLINES’ 


| With Ruth Brine 
| 15 Mins. 


ROBERTS & OAKS MEATS 


| Tu.-Thu.; 4:50 p.m. 


| WBBM, 


Chicago 
(Osgood & Lee) 


Up-to-the-minute news about 
women given by a woman. Highlight 
is the details of a supposedly exclu- 
sive interview which the commenta- 
tor has had with some woman 
celebrity, although how an _ inter- 


|} view with Fred Waring fits here is 


hard to say. 


Good stuff in the main, although 


| the description given of Mrs. Osa 
| Johnson was a little too stocky even 


| voice 


| 


| going big with the women, or his 
| program's series of transmitter 
mouthvieces would not have been 
gradually extended until, as hap- 
pened last Monday night (1), they 
extended from coast to coast. 

His act has him doubling in the} 
two roles, commentator of odd but 


easily forgotten newsclips, and read- 
er of the plug. Nesbitt digs into all 
of strata curiosa for his mate- 
rial, but what, for the insider, arrests 
attention more than anything else is 
relation of his subjects to the class 
that he primarily addresses. The 
mangy and the gory dominate the 
themes of his anecdotes. In his Mon- 
day night program he made mention 
of a woman knifing her husband in 
the back, told of explorers bringing 
back skeletons believed to be those 
of Col. H. P. Fawcett and two aides 
lost years ago in the Brazilian jun- 
and described the filth and 
squalor in which an old woman ec. 
centric lived before she was removed 
to a hospital, opening the way for 
the uncovering of a hoard of wealth 
in her shack. 

Another angle about Nesbitt’s turn 


sorts 


gles, 


that might cause some marveling is 
the rate at which his lingual mech- 
anism can travel without pausing 


once for a long intake of air. On his 
debut broadcast in the east Nesbitt 
related with emphasis on the word 


‘sensational’ the manner of distribu- 
| tion that his snonsor has worked oul 


| for the introduction of the Duart |} 
| (facial) Creme of Milk in the east. 
| Cartons of it would be dclivered to | 
| dealers by thousands of messengers 
| by wav of a signal given in early 
| morn from some central noint. High- 
| mressurey. this idea. but fullv in 
| keeping with the entire act of this 
| fellow from the far west. Nesbitt 
‘tarted this provram for Duart en 


"HJ, Los Angeles. early last summer. 


Odec, 





for dishwasher listeners. Miss Brine’s 
style of gab is a little unusual in 
quality, but good. Voice is 
attractive and pleasant in tone. 

Not too much commercial. 


dialing | 


| American 


Wednesday, March 10, 1937 


—_ 


t 
FIRST PRIZE KITCHEN STUDIO 
With Virginia Rich, Ford Rush, 
Vicky Colamaria, Slim Weber 
15 Mins. 
ALBANY PACKING CO. 
Daily, 9 a. m. 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Stewart, Hanford & Frohman) 
Entertainment is blended with 
| recipe-reciting on this new offering, 
| which is superior not only to the 
| average householder, but also to the 
run of local morning marches. Vir- 
| ginia Rich, erstwhile foods editor of 
| the Chicago Tribune, scripts the pro- 
| gram and serves as studio hostess. 
| 
| 





| Rush plays a- reporter-entertainer, 
Weber an assistant accompanist and 
| Miss Colamaria a_ secretary-singer. 
The sketch is mainly a scene-setter 
for the trio’s specialties, but it car- 
ries a moderate amount of convic- 
tion. Showmanship rather than the 
usual marathon of didactic talk 
somewhat in evidence 

Rush carries off first honors with a 
winning performance on line-reading 


as well as singing. He possesses a 
fine speaking voice for radio play 
minor emotional stops well ind 
breezes through the action ‘with > 


natural poise of the seasoned m 
artist. Weber, a silent man on Rush’s 
singing sessions, makes a simple-guy 


character stand up, role being plotted 
nicely for him. 
Miss Colamaria, Saratoga soprano, 


handles lines with a fair amount of 
skill for one of limited experience. 
She and Rush team for smooth pop 
warbling. including a themer. Also 
solo work by both, Miss Colamaria 
singing in Italian and English. Miss 
Rich. using the nom de radio of Joan 
Clark, takes a spot for recipes and 


dialogs with the others 
and manncr unassuming 
an occasional flatness 
that added mike 
correct 
Advertising, stressing 


Voice cleat 
but there is 
in inflection 
experience should 


merits of the 


lowly frankfurter, is restrained for a 
hot of this kind There is not, or 
was not at the start, any check on 
program’s pulling power, through 
offer of a recipe booklet or some 
tieun with retail outlets. Bob Riss- 
ling announces Jaco. 


JOSEPH SCHMIDT 

Tenor 

GENERAL MOTORS 

Sun., 10 ». m. 

WEAF, New York 
(Campbell-Ewald) 

Spotted on the right type of pro- 
gram and, accorded proper piloting, 
Joseph Schmidt should be able to 
achieve the air popularity that was 
once his in Germany. He’s endowed 
with a stirring pair of dramatic tenor 


pipe Timbre, rotundity and range 
are all to his substantial credit, and 
about all that he seems to need to 
get American operatic audiences of 
the loudspeaker regions crowing his 
praises is a little self-restriction on 
the coloratura proclivities. 

Numbers which he elected for his 


the General 
yncert last Sunday night 
(7) allowed him to ample play 
to his two ace qualities, a sturéy 
sense of dramatic values and a fine 
lyricism. Schmidt proved somewhat 
nervous during the opening number, 
but from then on he showed he had 


debut via 
Motors c 


Vive 


all his faculties and fancies under 
| control. 

About three years ago NBC did 
some cogitating in the matter of 


bringing him over from Europe, but 
the thing remained an idea. Schmidt 
was German radio’s No. 1 vocalist 
until the Nazis took control. He also 
made several pictures. Schmidt. who 
is of half-pint proportions, was de- 
scribed on the GM show as being 
over here for only four concert cates. 


Ue 





AFFILIATED IN MANAGEMENT WITH 
WKY-OKLAHOMA CITY, KLZ-DENVER 
AND THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 
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GRACE MOORE, CARY GRANT 
‘Madame Butterfly’ 
60 Mins. 
same bis 
n ay, . . 
WABC. New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Whittled down to fit the require- 


ents of the Lux program and a 
non-singing tenor, ‘Madame Butter- 


- fly’ turns out to be nothing to get 


excited about. Its contribution to 
radio technique is nil. Music is 
mostly orchestral background 

Throwing the burden on the frag- 
ile story values of an opera libretto, 
while throwing overboard the opera 
itself, is one of those radio things. As 
a novelty, it existed primarily in the 
mimeographed publicity releases. As 
an excuse to offer Grace Moore to 
the Lux audience it was so-so. 

Lux shows are often on surer and 
more entertaining ground when they 
go into the commercial than during 
the period actually devoted to the 
narrative. Such was more or less the 
case with ‘Butterfly’. Miss Moore 
tried and flopped as a kittenish Japa- 
nese maiden of deeply passionate 
nature. Her conception of a Japanese 
dialect was midwestern sustaining in 
quality. And the suicide ending be- 
sides being unpleasant was also un- 
convincing. A double goose-egg. 

‘Madame Butterfly’ done as dialog 
with a wisecracking (voiced) leading 
man, Cary Grant, is certainly no per- 
formance high point for Lux. On the 
other hand, the final personality 10 
minutes of the hour was so shrewdly 
written and directed and got in such 
a walloping many-sided memory-im- 
pressing tally of plugs for the soap 
that the net result of the hour was 
respect for the showmanship in- 
volved, even though the piece de re- 
sistance proved to be a mere anti- 
pasto. Land. 





CHESTER M. WRIGHT 
‘The March of Labor’ 
BROWN & WILLIAMSON 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m. 

WEVD, New York 


(B. B. D. & Co.) 


Wright, International Labor News 
Service chief, nicely paces his patter 
on events interesting to those 
wrapped up in Labor. He’s authori- 
tative, and fact his expressions are 
slanted only on Labor’s side doesn't 
matter one whit, talking as he does 
over a ‘Labor union’ station. His 
viewpoint is that expected, coming 
from source it does. 

Sponsor has Avalon ciggies, selling 
more cheaply than standard brands, 
and product is plugged on ground it 
is manufactured by 100% union 
workers in the Louisville, Ky., plant. 
It is chiefly on that basis that Ava- 
lons are recommended to listeners. 


Wright talks from Washington, 
with WOL relaying from the capital. 
Bert. 


GILMORE CIRCUS 

With Cliff Clark, Felix Mills Orch. 
30 Mins. 

Sat., 8 p.m. 

GILMORE OIL CO. 

KFI, Los Angeles 


(Raymond R. Morgan) 


Back in 1927 this one was quite 
the rage. Things have changed pretty 
much in radio since then. The cir- 
cus hasn’t. One of the loudest and 
noisiest shows on the coast lanes, it 
is equally unfunny. Contests run 
riot and so does pandemonium. Cliff 
Clark barks for all he’s worth, add- 
ing to the general confusion. 

Felix Mills, one of the town’s bet- 
ter arrangers, waves the stick, but 
it’s all pretty much of a muddle. 
Wilson Donald does okay as stooge- 
commercialer. 

Dick Weil and Cyril Armbrister 
are credited with the aa 

eim, 


AL WYNKOOP 

The Country Weekly 

15 Mins. 

WHEELER’S RESTAURANTS 
Sundays, 5:45 p.m. 

WIRE, Indianapolis 


With a big build-up through post- 
ers, newspaper blurbs and air plug- 
ging, Al Wynkoop, city editor of 
Lebanon (Ind.) Reporter, one of 
Pulliam eontrolled dailies, sounds 
like the makings of a first-class 15 
minutes, 

Decidedly not for metropolitan 
listeners, but rightly flavored for 
Hoosierdom, the idea is just the kind 
to appeal to rural listeners, as well 
as those in Indiana cities who 
haven’t forgotten where they came 
from. 

First airing consisted of a novel 
poem by Wynkoop, bringing in about 
all of major Hoosier points of inter- 
est, with piano background of ‘Banks 
of Wabash’ for effective introduc- 
tion of the localized news ang com- 
ments which followed. 

Wynkoop’s idea, as carried out on 
air, is country weekly style in copy, 
using some informal and country 
correspondent _ style. Front page 
news is given, then few editorial- 
isms. From then on few items of 
news for women given, and on to 
sports, and other news items. Copy 
is styled from actual news and is 
not a fictionized script. 

Material is on the whole full of 
human interest, with editorial com- 
ments of Wynkoop in good taste. 
Wisecracks, on the punny side, prob- 
ably resultant ftom after-dinner 
speaking exr- nce, proved to be 
better thai. usual run on non-net- 
work shows. A little time and more 
experience should make Wynkoop a 
local favorite. 

Improvement in voice and mike 
technique will come in the course of 
more broadcasts, while continuity 
can be slightly improved by watch- 
ing the changes from one subject to 
another. Homespun philosophy noted 
in several instances in initial stanza, 
but dished out in small enough 
quantities to avoid dial-twisters. 

Commercial blurbing too much in 
evidence, although opening and 
closing plugs just right in length. 
Effective slogan of restaurant chain 
used: ‘Pay attention to what you eat, 
but more to where you eat it.’ Chain 
operated in five Indiana cities, in- 
cluding Indianapolis. Part of blurb- 
ing done by Wynkoop himself, and 
copy sounded as if he had written 
this part himself. Unbilled an- 
nouncer did rest, which should be 
confined to opening and closing on 
his part. Spears. 


THE AIR IS YOURS 
With Dick Anderson 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 5 p.m. 
WHO, Des Moines 


This program started a few months 
ago and has built up steadily until 
it is an outstanding sustainer of sta- 
tion. Every week around 500 manu- 
scripts are received in the studios. 
The papers may be on any subject 
(providing, of course, in good taste 
and is neither slanderous nor libel- 
ous). Papers must be written for 
three-minute reading and be deliv- 
ered by the person by whom it was 
written. Each person selected is 
given a check for $5. 

Program reviewed carried such 
subjects as the substitution of trac- 
tors for horses in relation to farm 
profits; history and development of 
radio; the rights of the supreme 
court; an annuity plan for retiring 
teachers; democracy and the consti- 
tution and the annual gridiron din- 
ner of the Des Moines Ad club. 





Program is handled by Woody 
Woods, with Dick Anderson as an- 





nouncer. Moorhead. 
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The Stromberg-Carlson Station 
50,000 WATTS Rochester, N. Y. 


CLEAR CHANNEL 











Follow-Up Comment ; 


Countess Albani (Mrs. Wallace 
Caldwell) is good addition to Rex 
Chandler’s Ford show. Nice han- 
dling, for one thing. Warbles three 
times. Her two solo shots were ‘May 
I Have the Next Romance’ and ‘La 
Paloma.’ Latter nice selection for 
Spanish lark, and on other she espe- 
cially shone considering the many 
poor renditions pop has had from 
non-qualifying tinny thrushes. 

Rex Chandler’s deft musicianship 
deserves the important posting it 
gets on program. Rest of vocal sup- 
port suppressed, but o.k. 











Milton Berle’s comedy remains one 
of the fastest and funniest humor 


value. Not the least notable of the 


| Gillette programs are those hokum 


10:30 
seemingly 


dramatist air-breaks at the 
mark when the sponsor, 





interest, segues from the FCC 30- 
minute station-identification an- 
nouncement into an almost uninter- 
rupted resumption 


|specify any stylized or dignified 
manner of announcement, so long as 
it’s made. Berle is probably the first 
to take advantage of this for a kid- 
ding reference, although the pioneer 
Walter Winchell programs _ also 
gagged the ‘man with the chimes.’ 








| week. 


James Cagney grooved pretty nice- 
ly into a guestee shot on Bing 
Crosby’s hour (Kraft) over NBC last 
Could have been better if 
better script had been handed him. 
As was, his mike appearances were 
split up into four briefies, two of ’em 
drooping pretty badly before termi- 
nation. Also there was no semblance 
ef any farewells, and up te end of 
program probably thany expected 
the cocky-character screen player 
would return. He would have im- 
pressed more firmly had he had his 
mike turn compressed into one 
whirl. Bad judgment also was it to 
build suspense with heap of talk 
from Crosby about Cagney’s war- 
bling, then have Cagney beg off. 

Sidney Skolsky, syndicated Holly- 
wood columnist, used on program in 
the Cagney interludes. His voice 
registered much better than did re- 
cently when guesting on a Lux shot 
over CBS. However, his script could 
have made him out to be a much 
more humble person. That treat- 
ment of making writer out to be at 
once the H. L. Mencken and the 
Samuel Pepys of the pic biz doesn’t 
register well with listeners, many of 
whom are doubtless Skolsky readers. 





ZaSu Pitts guested for eight min- 
utes on Sealtest Saturday night party 
and received a warm welcome from 
studio audience. She probably won 
the strongest appreciation, among the 
non-visible group, from those fam- 
iliar with her screen work and her 
fluttery type of comedy. Miss Pitts 
dialogued with James Melton, host, 


about correct pronunciation of 
‘ZaSu’ and about her return from 
England, after which she and the 


tenor-actor did a music-department 
store scene, with vocal embellish- 
ments from a film they made. An- 
nounced that another picture player 
would guest next week. : 

Melton, who has been emceeing 
the Party for several weeks, does a 
nice job, although it might be wise 
to ease his chores. Noticeable last 
week that he was out of breath in 
making an introduction following a 
solo—the same thing was evident the 
night Lanny Ross paced the party. 
Melton works hard, announcing, sing- 
ing, even referring in the Tom How- 
ward-George Shelton verbal bouts. 
He displays a likeable personality 
and a speaking voice better than the 
run of tenors. 





Anna Held, Jr., guested on George 
Rector’s Philips Soup shot over CBS, 
her remarks dealing appropriately 
with girlhood visits she and her 
mother made to the old Rector’s 
restaurant. A further show busi- 
ness background was given to the 
broadcast with the dramatizing of 
an incident which supposedly led a 
Follies girl of the first show in 1907 
to write for a Rector recipe. 

A ‘Good Cooking Award’ of $10, 
and an autographed copy of the 
restaurateur’s cooking book, is an- 
nounced on each broadcast for the 
best recipe submitted. 





Lawrence Grey, in ringing down 
the curtain on the Thursday morn- 
ing, 45-minute department store 
show after a 26 weeks’ run over 
WOR and affiliated stations, an- 
nounced that it would be back ‘one 
morning in September.’ On the lo- 
cal farewell, preceding by five 
minutes the emcee’s, listeners were 
asked to write their reactions, favor- 
able or critical, to the show in order 
that the area sponsor might know 
what they thought of it. Specific- 
ally mentioned was the question 
whether they would care to hear the 
program ‘at some other hour of the 


with 
the dance-band worlds at such an 
early hour as 9 a.m. was considered 
an experiment. 





Charles Courboin, the organist. has 
been shifted by WOR, New York, 
from Sunday mornings to 8-9 Mon- 
day nights. This accents WOR’s de- 





votion to good music, a station char- 








} 


samples on the air. His shift to Hol-|ment furniture house. 
|lywood seems to have enhanced his 


| 


intent on maintaining uninterrupted | 
| Benny ) gag is not bad either, 


‘FAMILY FROLIC’ B.B. 
With Ralph Powers 
15 Mins. 
Wax 
M. SHAVITZ & SONS 
WFBR, Baltimore 

Using ‘Home Sweet Home’ for a 
signature and opening with a ring of 
a doorbell and, ‘Hello, Family, may 
I come in?’, Ralph Powers, new an- 
nouncer at this station makes his 
commercial debut. It’s a combination 
of recordings and parlor games such 
as guessing the time between two 
taps on a gong; completing a series 
of words with the first three letters 
and a description given, and a 
‘Memory Parade’ in which pop tunes 
ar? played with the isteners re- 
quired to identify them. P-etty trite 
stuff, but evidently aimed at a popu- 
lar patronage for sponsor, an install- 


plug at opening, midway and close 
by another announcer, a good idea, 
giving Powers an opportunity to per- 
sonalize his chatter which he does 
well with ample references to Mom, 
Pop, Granny, etc. The B.B. (Before 
figur- 


jing to get the early tuner-inners to 


of the program. | 
| After all, the FCC regulations don’t 





day.’ Offering a series of broadcasts | 
‘names’ from the theatre and | 


the popula: Jello omic comes over 
this station. Some questions Powers 
refers to musicians, although musical | 
portion is entirely recorded. A fair | 
local program. Burm. 





acteristic. And the Courboin session | 
will, of course, please and hold the | 
element likely to respond to such a | 
long dosage of Bach, etc. Time of | 
the evening is ordinarily expected to | 
go to snappy variety entertainment, 
but radreal difference may well cop | 
WOR a slab of the public not respon- 
sive to more roustabout stuff. 

Courboin is among the tops in his 
line, Program goes over various | 
Mutual outlets and also into Canada. | 
Originates at American Academy of 
Arts and Letters in New York. 


Ohio Society’s annual banquet | 
went over WOR, New York. Monday | 
(9). This brings up, as almost al- | 
ways such events will, the cost to a 
station in listeners as_ balanced 
against possible gains in good will 
or political considerations of thrust- 
ing on the air anything so deadly- 
dull and pompously empty as the 
average banquet. WOR must have 
been broadcasting to few indeed once 
that Ohio Society got well under 
way. 

While itemizing the virtues of the 
state, nobody mentioned a sense of 
humor among them. A _ listener 
twirling the dials and getting a load 
of the stale oratory would withdraw 
like a hand touching a hot kettle. 
And the Ohio Society wasn’t worse 
than average. Just average. 








Jessie Busley and Mary Murray 
did a brief scene from ‘The Woman’ 
on last week’s Stage Relief Fund 
program over WABC, the broadcast 
being announced as the one thou- 
sandth which Mollie Steinberg had 
presented for that charity. Miss 
Busley turned in a crisp, authori- 
tative performance as the mother 
philosophically comforting a daugh- 
ter worried over the _ discovery 
hubby, after 12 years of domesticity, 
was finding other pastures greener. 
Miss Murray contrasted the harassed 
woman convincingly. 

Miss Steinberg, plugged benefit 
performances of two Broadway 
shows and offered chatter, including 
notes on pictures and film people. 
Praised by Mr. Hayden, Max 
Gordon’s assistant, for her zealous 
radio work on behalf of the Stage 
Relief Fund, Miss Steinberg ap- 
peared to have a little difficulty in 
following her manuscript. A _ half 
dozen times she hesitated over or 


Commercial | 








|‘OPERY HOUSE’ 

With Jim Herrick, Si Wesbrook, 
Howard Tillotson, Willie Hartzell, 
Bob Padgett, Jack Bell 

Music, Singing, Comedy 

| 30 Mins. 

| ASSOCIATED TAILORS, INC. 

| Wed., 7:30 p.m. 

| KAO, Denver 
Another of those country hick 

programs. Having been on the ether 

for nearly two years, this spot has 

quite a following and current im- 

provement is marked. Emcee job 

handled by Si Wesbrook, ‘sheriff’ of 
the little burg, ably aided by Lem 

Simpkins (Jim Herrick), Wesbrook 

| has been sheriff of the program since 

its beginning.. Herrick is member 
|of KOA’s dramatic staff, but this is 

Carries it off 

Also handling a tap dance 

later in the program. 

| Seven-piece orch, headed by Slim 

Billings (Howard Tillotson) did right 

by the musical selections. Special- 

ties were a novelty arrangement of 





|his only comic role. 
nicely. 


|‘Shine,’ and a selection playec by 
blowing across the tops of bottles. 
This latter was tried on a previous 
program and it went over big, but 


on the evening caught the studio 

audience got the giggles and the orch 

boys didn’t get started so good. 
New trio, started three weeks ago, 


}an improvement over the old quartet. 


Composed of Wesbrook, Herrick and 
Willie Hartzell. Guest artists, Lynn 


sisters, who played an accordion 
duet, ‘Tiger Rag.’ Okay for ac- 
cordion music devotees, but the 


weakest spot on the show. 
Comic team of Dark and Cloudy 
put on a good negro act, with their 


|laugh-getting jokes improving over 

a few months ago. Boys are Bob 
Padgett ‘(brother to Molasses of 
Molasses and January) and Jack 
Bell. 


Four short plugs handled by Clare 
ence Moore. Production and cone 
tinuity by Derby Sproul. Rose. 


‘CASSANDRA’ 

With True Boardman, Thelma Hub- 
bard, Dorothy Scott, Sherman 
Nichols, Arnold Grove, Norman 
Field, Paul Norby 

Serial 

15 Mins. 


SYLMAR PACKING CO. 
M-W-F; 5:30 p.m. 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

(Pacific Market Builders) 


Early California history is fraught 
with romance, adventure and” in- 
trigue, if g@ne may believe its his- 
torians. It is against this color- 
splashed background that gay cabale 
leros and flashing-eyed  senoritas 
romp in episodic abandon. 

True Boardman, who scripts, pro- 
duces and enacts a leading role, is 
a radio craftsman of some note in 
these parts, and here he has turned 
in another smooth job. That tamale 
flavor is always in the air and the 
characters are true to type. Thelma 
Hubbard (Mrs. Boardman) is okay 
for the title role, and she gives it a 
castanet click. Rest of the players 
are well suited to their parts. 

Piece is handicapped by inoppor- 
tune spotting. Along about 5:30, 
when it comes on there is a con- 
siderable flurry around the eating 
quarters and the lady of the house 
is probably catching it in snatches 
while she gives the hambone a toss 
in the skillet. Serials should com- 
mand a closer play than that to 
achieve best results. A restful pe- 
riod would be more in keeping. 

Sponsor let go with on the opener 
that this is the first advertising of 
any kind ever used by the outfit. 
Tie-in is perfect as olives, which are 
plugged, is generally associated with 





repeated words. 


Mexico or Spait. There's a recipe 





ALWAYS 


book giveaway. Helm. 
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~ PACIFIC COAST RADIO NOTES 





KGW, Portland, is having some 
trouble getting foundation for its 
new 630 foot Truscon steel antenna. 


Piling has to be driven to great 
depth in soft land and water is being 
pumped night and day out of the 
excavation before concrete base can 
be built. KGW recently acquired 80 
more acres to safeguard any inter- 
ference with its new transmitter. 





Hal Sims bowed out as production 


aide and chief announcer at KMTR 
(Hollywood). 

Bill Bacher moved his Hollywood 
Hotel troupe to Columbia’s Radio 
Playhouse from Wilshire Ebell. now 


svlely tenanted Eddie Canto 


DY 


Myron Kirk pulling stakes fo 


+} 
east aft shepherding three Holly 
wood shows for Ruthraufl Ryan 
Cecil Underwoed holding down the 
fort. 


Robert Marko and Lee Sands 
checked off the Cantor scripting 
corps after eight weeks. Frank Gill, 
Jr., takes up the quill. 





Lewis Allen Weiss grabbed off two 
Easter sunrise services for KJH (Los 





COMBINATION 














KRUEGER BEER 
Mondays at 10:30 PM., 
WEAF - NBC 

DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wednesdays at 7:15 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 

Thursdays at 7:45 P.M, 
WJZ - NBC 


a... sagement 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS 
BUREAU 





Angeles) and the Mutual net. 
goes from Hollywood Bowl at 5 
a.m., to be followed, and on end, by 


a similar ritual from Mt. Helax near | 


San Diego. 





Austin Peterson appointed editor | 


of Packard air scripts. Jack Von 
| Nostrand joined the scribs, 

Don Wilson will _ spiel 
Morros’ ‘Paramount On Parade,’ first 
studio show on the air, debutting 
March 28, 


Mel Williamson, one-time KHJ 
(Los Angek barker, now writing 
and producing at KMPC (Beverly 
Hills). 

Mary Boland will guest on Rudy 
Vallee’s program March ll. 

C. C. Pyle has regained his health 
ind will make a cross country swing 
for his transcription biz, 


vsimmie Fidler entered the Lake- 
side tournament co.d and topped the 
field with a 71. Quite a few Holly- 
wood pic and racio celebs had a club 
on the green. 


Arthur Kemp in Hollywood for a 


two-week mull on sales problems 
with Columbia execs. 


Dale Frady has efixed an ‘ex’ 
to his publicity director 
KMTR (Hollywood). 


Charles Lyon, who was Alf Lan- 
don’s official announcer through the 


of Norris Goff (Lum 
Abner) on the Coast. 


of Lum and 





Naylor 
ments in 
wood, 


Rogers is building apart- 





Shirley Ross wili do the warbling 
on new Ken Murray airer for Camp- 
bell soup from the Coast, Lud 
Gluskin will wave the stick, 

Signal Oil Co. has tied Charlie 
Marshall to an exclusive contract as 
a comedian for its Carefree Carnival 
broadcasts over the Coast NBC-Red 
| web from San Francisco. He con- 
| tinues on Death Valley Days shows 
las singer and guitarist, and also with 
his Mavericks on sustainers. Deal 
| was arranged by Larry Allen of 
NBC Artists Service, who also signed 
Lou Tobin, impersonator, to succeed 
| Marshall on the ‘Who Am I?’ pro- 
| grams bankrolled by California Con- 
| serving Co. over the Red web. 
| Jack Burreughs, radio editor of 
| the Oakland Tribune, fills the guest 
| spot on Pat Kelly’s weekly Radio 
| Round Table over KFRC, San Fran- 
| cisco, March 9. 
Morning Merrymakers, mid-morn- 
| ing airer originated by KFRC, San 
| Francisco, has gone Don Lee. Bob 
| Bence and Bill Davidson continue as 
| joint emcees, with Claude Sweeten’s 
| ork and solcists. Show is broadcast 
| Mondays through Fridays. 

Soprano Lucile Kirtley now war- 
| bling over KFRC, San Francisco. 
Debuted in Claude Sweeten’s Salon 


| Moderne program Sunday (7). 

















“The Musical Toast of the Southland” 


Francis CRAIG 


—NICK K 
N.Y. Daily Mirror 
ORCHESTRA 


RANCIS 
NBC Mondays, 11:30 p.m., CST WSM 


AND HIS 
Managemen!—CRA 





; of the web’s press division. 


held in San Francisco in May 











the Golden Gate bridge. 








ONEILLS” 


By JANE WEST 


NOW 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


MORE 


|AUGHTER JEARS ano -{EART-THROBS 


res 


ented by Ivory Soap eo ae 





100 — 


pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 
ee 


Dir.. 


COAST TO COAST 
BLACKMAN ADVERTISING. 


INC 


MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 


Ne eee 


= Se 


Sa ent ee 


First 


Boris 


billing at 


campaign, resting up as house guest | 


Glendale, just off Holly- | 


on the Coast. returned back after 
‘inspection of the Hollywood branch | time use of the frequency. 
While | withdrew his competing application | 
| away Yoder was made radio chair- | more than a year ago. 

|man of the Golden Gate Fiesta to be a cmemeesecanar? 
in 
connection with the completion of 


RUSHING THE SEASONS 


Early Baseball in K. C.—Sign Foot- 
ball at WMCA 





Kansas City, March 9. 

KXBY is starting baseball airings 
earlier this year, Walt Lochman, 
sports announcer, will return from 
<. C. Blue’s training camp latter 
| part of ‘March and station will pre- 
| view the season by airing a series 
of ten exhibition games via wire 
reports. 

General Mills sponsoring. 





Ready for signature this week 
contract whereby WMCA New York, 
will carry broadcasts of the Yale 
grid games next fall, in conjunction 
with the Yankee network, which 
will supply the New England cover- 


age. Socony Vacuum will sponsor 
the spread. 
Last autumn same sponsor b.r.’d 


| the broadcasts o. Eli games over the 
| Yankee web, but WOR, which car- 
| ried games for N. Y. outlet, had At- 
lantic Refining sponsoring. 


Brooklyn Mess’ 
‘Up Thursday (18) 


_ For New Hearing 


Washington, March 9. 
Third round of the four-year-old 
‘Brooklyn mess’ goes on next week 
before the entire Federal Communi- 


cations Commission. Complicated | 
rumpus, which has been heard once 
| by an examiner and once by the 


| Broadcast Division, is due for ven- 
tilation Thursday (18). 

Docket for the session shows Com- 

| mish will listen to evidence relating 

| to 14 distinct applications filed by 


the six parties in the scramble for | 
| 1400 ke. spot in Metropolitan New | 


York. Four former participants have 
|fallen by the wayside, principal 


quitter being Arde Bulova, who has | 


| 


acquired WOV since the last time 
he was turned down in the 1400 con- 
test. 


Sole issue is: who gets how much | 


1400? 
right 


Four 
to the 


time on 
exclusive 


parties want 
frequency— 


Brooklyn Eagle (which received the | 


nod from a Commish examiner but 
got only a half-time grant from the 
| Broadcast Division), WBBC (which 
| now operates part-time, sharing the 
| channel with three others), WVFW 
| (in the same boat with WBBC) and 
WEVD, New York, which is 
rently on 1300. 
Politics 


between various political and re- 
ligious groups. Among the latter is 
the Jewish faction publishing The 
Day, which has acquired WLTH and 
WARD and wants to merge them 
into a single station which would be 
operated by Kings Broadcasting Co., 
subsid of The Day. Plan of this 
group is to split time on 1400 evenly 
| between WVFW and the consolidated 
station WARD—WLTH, with WBBC 
being booted upstairs. 

Among political angles is the ques- 
| tion of whether Bulova is still in- 
terested in the 1400 picture. Rumor 
persists that he has an understand- 
ing with Brooklyn Broadcasting Co. 











Lloyd E. Yoder, NBC press chief | by which he will acquire WBBC in 
; the event this station is given full- | 


Bulova 


—. 
| 
| 


Comb Vermont for Voices 





| Springfield, Vt., March 9. 

| <A series of weekly auditions broad- 
cast for an hour on Tuesday evenings 
over WNBX, Springfield, with the 
listening audience invited to assist in 
| choosing the best talent, has been 
| started. Will continue until several 
| hundred applicants from Vermont 
‘and New Hampshire have 


management hopes to obtain five or 
ten artists capable of doing a good 
| job on sustainers, for which they 
| will be paid. A sustaining salary is 
| uncommon in Vermont radio. 

Five neophytes were selected from 


tion, but they must compete 
winners in other contesis. 


with 


is not an amateur series; rather a 
sincere endeavor -to pick the artists 
they would prefer to hear. Stunt is 
one of those suggested by Leighton 
& Nelson Agency in 





| gressive small-town station, 


is | 


cur- | 


Situation is complicated by fights | 


been | 
heard. Through eliminations, station | 


40 who appeared for the first audi- | 


It is made clear to dialers that this 


blue-printing | 
| the policies to be followed by a pro- | 





Variety's Plaques Get Bally 





categories (with duplicate awards 


some of the muggs. 
A typical VARIETY mugg, when 





’em and give ‘em the flop sweats. 
head of Des Moines, V. C. Hoyt 


George Weiderhold of Louisville. 





VARIETY went ceremonial last week on various fronts. 
ship plaques were delivered to some 14 stations, winners under 12 


winners thought it called for a chord in G. 
station guys accustomed to gabbing, but it was kind of a strain on 
from hunger as a public speaker. 
around the gills and the ghosts of all the poo 

Among those clearing their throats for Vari 
Rochester, Sam V. Hurst of St. Louis, Joe Kolling of Cincinnati, and 


Gold of the Chicago staff also went oratorical. 


Showman- 


in two instances) and some of the 
It was a cinch for the 


cornered, usually turns out to be 
They get that grayish pallor 
actors rise to haunt 


were R. W. Moor- 


of Kansas City, E. D. Record of 


Land of the New York staff and 








CANADIAN STATIONS’ 
FISCAL STATEMENT 


Winnipeg, March 9. 
| Annual statement of Manitoba 
Telephone System, owners of CKY, 
Winnipeg and CKX, Brandon, shows 
a revenue balance of $33,747.52, a 
decrease of $15,096.42 from last year, 
while a net profit of $1,422.65 was 
shown for the fiscal year ending 
November 30, 1936. Largest differ- 
| ence was noted in the 
| depreciation, where last 





year with 


the amortization of CKY 


it came to $36,409.07, this year’s in- 
terest and depreciation figure 
$19,890, showing a net profit 
$13,857.52. New addition to the 
| financial statement that of tran- 
| scriptions, the station spending 
| $3,497.29 on platters. 

Total of current expenses was up 
| $14,688.72 this year the largest item 


is 


| being salaries where an increase of 
| $4,947.51 is shown. This does not 
| include the commercial department, 
lit being run by the Taylor, Pearson 
& Carson agency of Calgary. 
Following the howl kicked up last 
year when the artists pay roll was 
divulged more detailed accounting 
shown this year. Pay roll has 


is 


$56,160. Of this 


casting Corp. fer CBC 
| originating in Winnipeg. 


Brandon wave tosser has, 


stallation of new equipment the 
schedule has been jacked to 15 hours 
daily, while the CKY time has also 
been boosted from 11 to 16 hours 
daily, which they point out has 
added considerably 
tion and maintenance costs. 


WDAS’ Foreign Policy 


Philadelphia, March 9. 





New idea 
guage programs is being attempted 
by WDAS, now airing 17 hours of 
such commercials weekly. 

Stunt is 
members of racial groups, who are 


music but English spiel. Station 
now has cut foreign language gab 
down to about 50% of the commer- 
cials, which are principally in Polish, 
Jewish and Italian. Hope to get this 
to 20% in about three months. 
Doesn’t seem much possibility for 
getting beyond this figure. 








California Station Starts 
Sacramento, March 9. 
KROY, 100-watter owned 
operated by Royal Miller, starts 
operating next Monday (15). Stu- 
dios are located in the Hotel Sac- 
ramento. 


of Robert E. Barringer, gen. mgr., 
| Al Woolfe, chief technician; Robert 





| S. Spence, program direector, and 
Bert Hews, news editor. 
Sacramento Chamber of Com- 


merce is helping celebrate the sta- 
tion’s debut by putting on a special 
ROY dinner. 


interest and | 


and CKX} 
equipment and the old CKY building |; 


was | 
of | 


been upped $6,456.65 with a total of | 
amount $47,244.50 
is returned by the Canadian Broad- | 
programs | 
up un- 
til recently only been on the air a} 
|few hours a day, but with the in- | 


both to opera- 


in Philly foreign lan- | 


to appeal to younger 


more Americanized, by giving native | 


and | 


Executive staff of KROY consists | 


Sit-Down Broadcast 


Sit-down strike of several thousand 
relief workers in N. Y. was broadcast 
yesterday (Tues.) and this morning 
until 7 o’clock on WNEW, N. Y., with 
Workers Alliance of America, strik- 
ing union, paying for time. 

Richard Brooks, relieved of regu- 
lar sponsored program, broadcast 

'every hour from 7 to 7. 





Jean Paul King, who announces, 
authoring an article for Quill 
titled, ‘How to Write for Radio.’ 


is 
mag 








CARL 
HOFF 


LUCKY STRIKE 


“Your Hit Parade’’ 


Saturday, 10 p.m., EST 
WABC - CBS Network 











Batteries 


ADVERTISER 


and 


KXBY 


|\f The sports station delivers and 
the advertiser catches the results. 
A winning combination. Spots 
|| before and after baseball broad- 
|f casts. . . Reach this tremendous 
sports audience. 


KXBY 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


| in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 


| WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. 
Dir.: 





Es1i 
WALTER BATCHELOR 
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ALAN COURTNEY 
And His JOYMAKERS 
(FAST - FUNNY - FURIOUS) 


hot On The Networks Yet 
BUT can A MILLION Joymakers Be Wrong? 


Daily—WNEW-11:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 














highmark of the new technique.” 
en Gross 


B 
—NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 





THE COLUMBIA WORKSHOP 


Arranged and Directed by Irving Reiss 


sram Reis’ own, is highly enter-, ‘“The Columbia Workshop is the great- 
taining for the followers of dramatic | est single contribution to radio drama 
material through careful selection of | for the year. . . 
what is offered but, also, it has singu- ; Dinty Doyle 
lar importance in that it represents —NEW YORK AMERICAN 
constant testing for the handling of 
radio material differently.”’ 
‘VARIETY’ | “Mr. Reis, so far .as we can see, is 
athe dais eat aac j; the only radio dramatist who recog- 
rama, Meridian 7-1212, is a| nizes the posvibilities of radio as dis- 


Coast-to-Coast - CBS Network - Sundays, 7 to 7:30 P.M. 


embodied sound.” 


Aaron Stein 
—NEW YORK POST 
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New Orleans Breaks Out 
With Rash of Petitions 
For Small Supplementals 





New Orleans, March 9. 
Every major broadcaster in the 
city with the exception of WWL has 
applied to FCC for authority to con- 





struct small radio stations to sup- | 
plement their larger units to take | 
care of increasing commercials. 

WSMB wants a 250-watt power | 
station to operate as an adjunct to | 
its regular station on 1,500 kilo- | 
cycles and also asked for an in- | 
crease in power to 5,000 watts from | 
500 watts for the main station. | 
WDSU seeks an adjunct of the same | 
power and also an increase to 500 
watts for its main_ transmitter. 
WJBW and WBNO also are seeking 
small local plants. 

WWL has applied for a short wave 
unit to its station but officials said | 


J 
} 


that it has no need for the small 
local station for which others are 
applying. 





Atlanta 
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WGST 


CBS 5000 watts day 
elene@ Wms bacmulic- 

Repts: 890 ke. 
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| place in 
|} vember. 


| Canada, 
| prepare agenda for the formal West- 
|ern Hemisphere conference and de- 


| can 


| casting. 


| which 


ithe next fortnight. 


| for 


| Russell 





WOR’s $57,000 Week 


Couple of the biggest coin 
Weeks ever chalked up by 
WOR, New York, are now in 
progress. During the first week 
of March the Bamberger 50,000- 
watter did a gross biz of around 
$45,000. 

Current week, according to 
contracts on hand, figures up at 
a prospective $57,000. Makes a 
half-month total of $100,000 
gross. 


PESKY BORDER 
PROBLEMS SET 
FOR 0. 0. 


Washington, March 9. 
Preliminary steps toward new in- 

















| ternational allocation agreement and 


' . . 
| ment accepted invitations to attend 
|} an informal radio confab at Havana 


opening Monday (15). Sessions are 
|in anticipation of general Pan- 
| American gabfest slated to take | 


the Cuban capital in No- 

Stealing a march on all other na- 
tions, Cuba last week asked for 
get-together of representatives from 
Mexico, and the U. S. to 


cide on policies which North Ameri- 
countries will support in dis- 
cussions with delegations from Cen- 


| tral and South America. Major ob- | 
| jective 


is to get the four nations 
above the equator to stand together 
on distribution of frequencies for 
both regular and short-wave broad- 


Forthcoming Havana chukker is ex- 
pected to find the U. S. and Canada 
demanding the Mexicans initial 
an agreement which will lead to | 
silencing the super-power plants lo- 
cated just below the Rio Grande | 
have been muscling in on | 
channels earmarked for this country 
and the Dominion. This is the issue | 
on which the various countries were 
unable to agree in 1933 during the 
Mexico City conference. 


Further Delay 


Calling of the four-nation con- 
ference is expected to further delay 
any action on reallocation of fre- 
quencies in the United States. While 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission has been keeping an eye on 
the international picture and the 
report of Chief Engineer T. A. M. 
Craven took into consideration ques- 
tions affecting other nations, it now 
looks as though the entire matter 
will be stalled until there is a clear 
idea of what may happen at the No- 
vember talks. The F.C.C. is hardly 
expected to wait until the Pan- 
American conference is over, but 
undoubtedly will take time to digest 
sentiment expressed at Havana in 


U. S. delegation to the four-power 
confab was selected last week by the 
State Department. Chairman will be 
Commander Craven, with roster in- 
cluding Lieut. E. K. Jett and Gerald 
C. Gross of the Commish technical 
staff, and Harvey B. Otterman of 
the State Department treaty divi- 
sion. 








Race Results Sponsored | 


Chicago, March 9. 
Finding a ready-made audience 
here for race results, and further 
promoting it by display cards, WIND, | 
only Chicago station to devote any | 
amount of space to race results, has | 


| sold its six weekly half hours to two 
| competitive sponsors. 


N. W. Ayer agency has signatured 
Webster cigars for three half hours 
a week for 52 weeks, and Ruthrauff 
& Ryan has done the same for Ken- 
tucky Winner cigarettes and Penn 


| Tobacco. 


Dick Bray Gets Bankroller 
Cincinnati, March 9 
Dick Bray, sportscaster on WKRC 
the past two years, went com- 
this week under tag of 








mercial 


| Chrysler-Plymouth dealers of Great- 


er Cincy, for daily quarter-hour air- 


|} ings at 5:45 p. m. 


Inaugural program had Mayor 
Wilson and Chuck Dressen, 
manager of the Reds, as guests. 
Herschel] Hart, p.a. at WWJ. De- 
troit, covering the Chicago front. 








Adds Voice to Anti-Press Bloc— 


Uses El Paso Station as Convenient liluctration 


to Devide Press-Radio 


Washington, March 9. 


Strong opinion to the effect that 


time has come when newspapers 
must be prevented from acquiring 
radio outlets was issued by Com- 


missioner Irving Stewart of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission in 
protest against grant of construction 


| permit to the El Paso Times. 


Taking up cudgels for faction 


| which embraces several members of 


| Congress, 


the Texas Commission 
member declared that ownership of 
a broadcast transmitter by a news- 


| paper may very well be in conflict 


; ence, 


| silencing outlaw transmitters along 
the U. S.-Mexico border were in| 
| sight last week when this govern- 


| ager of WOL—paid off by putting in 


' dice 


‘given an 


| kiloeyvcle 


| of WHKC, Columbus, and Robert 


with the Communications Act clause 
regarding public interests, conveni- | 
and necessity. Stewart was 
particularly critical of the policy of 
allowing papers to grab off stations 
in small towns, objecting to mutual 
ownership of the only station and 
one of the rags or a monopoly on 
mediums of advertising and informa- 
tion. 

Using the El Paso Times case sim- 
ply as a springboard, Dr. Stewart 
jumped into a vigorous discussion 
of the Cgmmish policy in this con- 
nection and wound up by charging 
that during the past couple of years | 
his colleagues have shown little dis- 
position to turn down a press ap- 
plication. He challenged figures 
which the Commish sent to Senator 





Affiliations 


Burton K. Wheeler on the subject 
of newspaper ownership, saying the 
number contained in the report was 
far short of the actual number. 
Stewart claimed 200 stations are 
presently claimed by newspapers or 
persons interested in the press, while 
newspaper groups have eight peti- 
tions to buy and 103 to build pend- 
ing. 

Extent of press invasion of radio, 


termed aé_ serious situation which 
|cannot longer be overlooked, ‘was 
portrayed by figures which never | 


have been published before. Stewart 
states that before creation of the old 
Radio Commission, 30 stations were 
controlled by or linked with news- 
papers; during the F.R.C. period, 
from 1927 to July, 1934, the number | 
jumped by 77; since establishment of | 
the F.C.C., in July, 1934, the num- 
ber has grown by 93. Furthermore, 
Stewart pointed out, more than half | 
of the press-linked transmitters came 
under control of publishers since | 
Jan. 1, 1934. 

Says the commissioner: “There is 
no reason to believe that the demand 
for newspaper controlled stations 
will not continue. In spite of the 


| rapidity with which newspaper sta- 


tions have been authorized, there has 
been a steady increase in the num- 
ber of applications yet to be acted 
upon. Even the open-handed policy 


thus far pursued has not been able 


Dolph Retreats 
In Disorder as 


FCC. Frowns 


| with 


Washington, March 9. 

Spite-fight between William A. 
Dolph, former Democratic National 
committeeman, and the Scripps- 
Howard newspapers’ radio chain 
wound up last we2k with Dolph in 
the Federal Communication Com- 
mission's dog-house. 

Angered because Dolph waited un- 
til the morning of the hearing on 
identical applications turned in by 
Scripps-Howard and his own United 
States Broadcasting Co., before ask- 
ing permission to back out, Commish 
stamped ‘with prejudice’ on the dis- 
missal of his applications. 

Back-flip was decided upon when 
Dolph learned tha. Scripps-Howard’s 
Continental Broadcasting Co. had re- 
ceived an unfavorable examiner's re- 
port on its reques,. for two new sta- 
tions at Toledo and Columbus, Ohio. 
Previously, Dolph, one of Democrats’ 





;radio men, had filed for the same 
| assignments. 


Scrap between Dolph and the live- | 
ly Scripps-Howard outfit caused 
chuckles some month” ago when rep- 
resentatives of the strine of rags 
muscled in on Dolph’s attempts to 
grab off the facilities of WOL, Wash- | 
ington, D. C., transmitter. Scripps- | 
Howard filed for th: same assign- | 
rent and Dolph—at one time man- | 


pleas for the Ohio assignments, al- 
ready applied for by the Scripps 
people. 

Figuring his own requests in Ohio 
would be nixed, when an examiner | 
recommended a_turn-down for 
Scripps-Howard, Dolph tried to pull 
out at the last moment, but the 
Commish resented the inconvenience 
caused by the retreat. 

Recommendations of Examiner 
George H. Hill that both the Dolph | 
applications be dismissed with preju- 
were approved by Broadcast 
divisionites, but Seripps-Howard was |! 
oral argument Thursday 
(4) in which to re-state their cas< 
on the Ohio stations. 

Both stations involved smal- 
lies. Toledo request was for the 1200 
frequency, while Dolph 
and the newspaper chain squabbled 
for 1310 ke at Columbus. 


were 





Eddie LeCaptain new on sales siaff 
E. 
Lee, Ohio Wesleyan siudent, new! 
cub announcer at WBNS. 


to keep up with the demands of 
newspapers for broadcast stations.’ 
New Ones N.S.G. 

Pioneer press-owned stations were 
commended by Stewart, but. the ma- 
jority of transmitters now hooked up 
newspapers were said to be a | 
distinct liability to the public. Re- | 
marking that most of the rags cur- 
rently interested in broadcasting 
‘merely jumped on the bandwagon.’ 

In discussing the broad. policy in- 
volved in mutual press-radio owner- 
ship, Stewart said: 

‘I believe that the ownership or | 
control of broadcast stations by 
newspapers has an important bear- 
ing upon the public interest. 

‘The newspaper has long served 
the community as its source of news 
and its guide to the offerings of the | 
local market places, and, to some ex- | 
tent, has moulded the pattern for its 
thinking. 

‘Broadcasting directly challenged 
the newspaper in all three fields. It 
could deliver news faster (though 
normally in much less detail) than 
the newspaper...Local and national 


|advertisers found radio a valuable 
| method of putting their wares be- | 


fore the public. By bringing into | 
the home the views of men whose 
views on public questions varied 
widely among themselves, broadcast- 
ing encouraged its listeners to do 
more thinking for themselves on 
those questions. 

‘Most important of all this, as I 
see it, is that the broadcast station 
has given the public a source of in- 
formation independent of the news- 
paper... 

Checking the Press 

‘Broadcasting has given the listener 
the means of checking on the news- 
paper. More important, it has given 
him a means to supplement the in- 
formation he gets from the paper, to 
get matter denied him in the process 
of editorial selection or because of 
the limited resources of the pub- 
lisher...The main thing is that | 
where the newspaper and the broad- 
cast station are separately controlled, 
the listener may receive the full ben- 
efit of both. ..Obviously the newspa- 
per and the broadcast station cannot 
be checked against each other when 
both are under the same control. | 

‘To some this solicitude for chan- | 
nels of information independent of | 





|each other may seem a counsel of | 


confusion; to me, it is 
hope of democracy.’ 
In applying 


a principal | 


his 


; one. 





STEWART CALLS SMALL TOWN MONOPOLY 
OF PUBLIC NEWS INFORMATION AN EVIL 


F. C. C. Member 





Paso situation, Stewart pointed out 
there was no convincing showing of 
need for an additional station and no 
proof the community could support 
On the other hand, he noted, 
one paper recently has suspended 
publication, while the other two have 
pooled for joint priniing, 
distrib and sale of adverti 
If the Times gets another 
linked it the paper, time 
at lower than KTSM, the city 
probably will be unable to suport 
the existing station, Stewart forecast. 
KTSM will business, and 
the Times will then have a monopoly 
on the radio field and virtually con- 
trol the press field. 


resources 
ilt1i0Nn, ing 
station, 
with sells 


rates 


Po out of 




















MARIO BRAGGIOTTI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Opens Limited Engagement at 


Normandie Ballroom, Boston 


March ith 
Soloist with Providence Philharmonte Orehes- 
tra~ March 16—Plaving Own Composition 
“SPANISH RHAPSODY” 
(HEARD ON NBO NETWORK) 
Met. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, tne. 
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“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 
PEARL 


RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


WIZ-9:30 P.M, E.S.T.—Mondays 
NBC Network 


Dir.: A. & S. LYONS, Ine, 
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Vine 


AND 
ORCHESTRA 


* 
2nd YEAR 


MUSICAL 


DIRECTOR = th 


Network 


Brunswick 
Rovords 














THIS WEEK (March 4) 





FRANCES HUNT 


Initial Appearance 





and NEXT (March 11) 


AT THE PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
with 
BENNY GOODMAN AND HiS ORCHESTRA 
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RADIO 





Wednesday, March 10, 1937 














dling program 


(Wednesday); 


tiser's corporate name, 


Abbreviations: 


WEEK OF MARCH 10-16 


(ALL TI 


SU (Sunday); 
TH (Thursday); 


| NETWORK SPONSORS — 


ME EST) 


Commercial programs are listed alphabetically under the adver- 
Asterisk indicates advertising agency han- 


Where sponsor has more than one network program they are 
' listed consecutively. 


All time is P. M. unless otherwise noted. 


M (Monday); 
F (Friday); S 


TU 
(Saturday) 


Tuesday); W 


ROYAL GEL. 
(Stan. Brands) 
8-Th-WEAF 
G. Thompson, Dir, 
Rudy Vallee 
Edgar Bergen 
* J. W. Thompson 
RY-KRISP 
(Ralston) 
5-5:30-Su-WEAF 
Marion Talley 
Josef Koestner’s Or 
Gardner 
SANKA 
(Gen. Food) 
8 p.m.-M-WJZ 
‘Bambi’ 
Helen Hayes 
James Meighan 
Wilmer Walter 
Arthur Anderson 
Lucille Wall 
MeIntyre 


John 

Mae Schultz 
Maurice Ellis 
Mark Warnow Ore 


* Young & Rubicam 














NATIONAL 





Ye 
Red—WEAF Blue—WJZ 
ACME CHIPSO 
5:30-Su-WEAF (P. & G.) 
Bad McConnell 11:15 a.m.-Daily- 
Irma Glen Blue 


Ralmer Clark Ore 
®H. H McDonald 


ANACIN 


(Am. Home Proa.) 
7 p.m.-Tu-W-Th- 


WIZ 
*Ensy Aces’ 
J & Goodman Ace 
Mary Hunter 


Paul Stewart 
* Blackett-8-H 
ALKA SELTZER 
(Miles Labs) 
9 p.m.-Sa-Blue 
‘National Barn 
Dance’ 
7:15-M-W-F-Red 
Tnecle Ezra’s 
Radio Station’ 
ALLEGHANY 
STRHREL 
7:15-F-WJIZ 
*Stainless Show’ 
Ford Bond 
Mario Cozzi 
Joseph Stepak Orc 
*Walker & Downing 
AMERICAN CAN 
9-Tu-WIZ 
Ben Bernie & 
Adolph Menjou 
*Fuller-Smith-Ross 
AMER. RADIATOR 
7:30-Su-W EAF 
*‘Biweside Recitals’ 
Sigurd Nilssen 
Helen Marshall 
Frank St. Leger 
® Blaker Advt. 
oo, ROLLING 


~<« 


Lads 


(Steel) 
10 p.m.-Tu-Blue 


“Armco Iron Mas- 
ter’ 

ss. W. Ayer 

AMER. TOBACCO 


30) p.m.-W-WEAF 

Bob Haring Orc 

Edith Dick 

Buddy Clark 

Songsmiths 4 

* Lord & Thomas 
AXTON-FISHER 

(Spud) 
8-Sa-WIZ 

Fd Wynn 

Frederick Jagel 

Graham McNamee 

Don Voorhees Orc 

* Young & Rubicam 


BABB!FT, INC. 
(Cleanser) 
11 a.m,.-M-to-Fr- 
Red 


*David Harum’ 
*Blackett-S-H, 


BAYER 
(Sterling) 
8:30 p.m.-W-WIZ 
Ethel Rarrymore 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
*American Album’ 
Frank Munn 
Lucy Monroe 
Arden & Arden 
Gus Haenschen Orc 
Bert Hirsch 
*® Blackett-S-H 
BI-SO-DOL 
(Am. Home Prod.) 
10:30 a.m.-M-F-Red 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 
Arthur Hughes 
Reeth, Russell 
Effie L. Palmer 
Joe Latham 
* Blacket-S-H 
BOWEY’S, INC. 
(Milk) 
& p.m.-Tu-Th-Red 
‘While City Sleeps’ 
*Russell €C. C, Co. 
BR'ST@Y - 
MEYERS C0, 
(Tpana-S. Henatica) 
9 p.m.-We«t-Red 
*Town Hall To- 
night’ 

*Young & Rubicam. 
BROW N- 
WILLIAMSON 
(Kool-Raleizh) 
9:30 p.m.-M-Blee 

Jack Pear! 
*Lord & Thomas 


CAMPANA SALES 
(Dreskin) 
3:30 p.m.-Su-Red 

‘Grand Hote! 
CALUMET 
(Gen. Foods) 
5-Su-WIZ 
"We. the People’ 
William Hess 
Benjamin Potter 
yabriel Heatter 
Mark Warnow 
* Young & Rubicam 
@AMAY SOAP 
(Pr. & @) 
M te F-10:30 a.m.- 
WJZ M to F-3-p.m. 
*Pepper Young’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Betty Wragge 
Marion Barney 
Jack Roreleigh 
*Pedlar & Ryan 
CARNATION 
10 p.m.-~M-Ked 
‘Carnation Con- 
tented 
*Erwin Wasey 
CHASE & 
_ SANBORN 
~ (Stand. Brands) 
8 p.m,.-Sa-Red 
Do You Want to 
Be An Actor? 
*J, W. Thompson 


M to F-2:45 ».m.- 
CITIES SERVICE 
8 p.m.-Fr-Red 

Luciile Manners 
*Lord & Thomas 
WEAF 
‘Personal 
of the 
*Compton 
CRISCO 
(P, & G.) 
3:30-Daily-Red 
11:30 a.m.-Daily- 
Blue 

Vie & Sade 

Art Van Harvey 

Billy Idelson 

Bernardine Flynn 

* Blackman 

DIAMOND SALT 
(Gen. Food) 
3-Su-WJIZ 

‘Adventures of Capt 

Diamond’ 

Alfred Swenson 

Florence Malone 

* Benton & Bowles 

DR, LYONS 

(Sterling) 

11:15 a.m.-M-F-Red 

‘Back Stage Wife’ 

Vivian Fridell 

Ken Griffen 

Henry Saxe 

Norman Gottschalk 

Alice Patton 

11:30 a.m.-M-W-F- 

Red 


Column 
Air’ 


e 

‘How to Be Charm- 
ing’ 

Beatrice DeSylvera 

9-Su-WEAF 

‘Manhattan Merry- 

Go-Round' 

Pierre Le Kreeun 

Rachel Carlay 


Joe Rines 
Mabel Albertson 
| Morton Bowe 
*Maxon Int 
(Italian Balm) 
10 p.m.-Fr-Red 
‘First Nights’ 
*Aubrey, M. & W. 
IVORY SOAP 
i. & <2 
11 a.m.-M-F-Blue 
3:45 p.m.-WEAF 
The O'Neills’ 
Kate McComb 
Jane West 
Violet Dunn 
Jimmy Donnelly 
Jack Rubin 
Chester Stratton 
Jimmy Tansey 
Janice Gilbert 
11:45-Daily-WJZ 
‘Gospel Singer’ 
Edward MacHugh 
9:45-M-Th-F-WJZ 
Capt. Tim Healy 
* Blackman 
JELLO 
(Gen, Foods) 
7-Sa-WEAF 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingstone 
Andy Devine 
Don Wilson 
Phil Harris Ore 
* Young & Rubicam 
JERGENS 
9 p.m.-Su-Blue 
Waker Winchell 
*Lennen & Mitchell 
JOHNSON’S WAX 
8 p.m.-M-Red 
‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly’ 
M. & J. Jordan 
Ted Weems Orc 
*Need., Louis & B. 
KELLOGG 
5:30 p.m.-Daily- 
Blue 
‘Singing Lady’ 
Ireene Wicker 
5:15 p.m.-Fr-Blue 
‘Musical Plays’ 
12 a.m.-M-to-Th 
Red 





Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Orc 
8 p.m.-W-WIZ 
Beatrice Lillie 
Al Rickey's Ore 
* Blackett 
DUART 
7:45 p.m.-M-Red 
‘Passing Parade’ 
*H. E. Williams 
FIRESTONE 
8:30 p.m.-M-Red 
‘Voice of Firestone’ 
*Sweeney & James 
FLEISCHMANN 
(Stan. Brands) 
7:30-Sa-WIZ 
Robert L. Ripley 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Shirtey Lioyd 
*J. W. Thompson 


FORD 
9 p.m.-F-WJIZ 
"Rex Chandler Ore 
Countess Olga Al- 
bani 
Walter Gross 
Milton Krause 
Caroleers 
Ford Trio 
*N. W. Ayer 
¥F. W. FITCH 
(Shampoo? 
7:45 p.m.-Su-Red 
Morin Sis, 
Ranch Boys 





*L. W. Ramsey 
GEN. ELECTRIC 


4-M-WEAF 
‘Hour of Charm’ 
Phil Spitalny Orc 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kay 
3 Littl Words 
Lola & Rochelle 
Glee Club 
* Maxon 
GENERAL MILLS 
5:30 p.m.-Daily- 
Red 


Jack Armstrong 
Betty Crocker 
*Blackett-Sample 
GEN’L MOTORS 
(Institutional) 
1l_ p,m.-S.1-Red 
Erno Rapee 
Josef . Schmidt 
* Campbell-E 
HILLS TABLETS 
(Am. Home Prod ) 
10 a.m.-M-F-Re 
‘Mrs. Wiegs of Cab- 
bage Patch’ 
Betty Garde 
Robert Strauss 
Andy Donnelly 
Alice Frost 
Joe Latham 
Bill Johnstone 
Marjorie Anderson 
Estelle Levy 
Pat Ryan 
* Blackett-S. -H. 
HORLICK 
7:30) p.m.-Daily- 
Blue 
‘Lum ‘n’ Abner 
*Lord & Thomas 
HOUSEHOLD 
FINANCES 
8:30 p.m.-Tu-Blue 
Edgar Guest 
*B.B.D. & O. 
HUDSON COAL 
2 p.m.-Sua-Red 
‘Beneath the Sur- 
face’ 
Iandt Trio 
Jim Healy 
*Leighton & Nelson 
HUMPHREYS 
5:45-Tu-Th-Blue 
10:15-Su-Blue 
Peter De Rose 
May. Breen 
*Biow Co. 
IODENT 





11:30-Su-Blue 
‘Dress Rehearsal’ 





‘Girl Alone’ 

*N. W. Ayer 
KLEENEX 
12:15-Daily-Red 

‘Story of Mary 
Marlin’ 

*Lord & Thomas 
KRAFT-PHENIX 

10 p.m.-Th-WEAF 

Bing Crosby 

Jimmy Dorsey Orc 

Bob Burns 

*J. W. Thompson 


KRUEGER 
BREWING 
10:30 p.m.-M-Red 

Sally Singer 
Jerry Cooper 
Ray Block Orc 
*Biow Co. 


LADY ESTHER 
8:30 p.m.-Tu-Wed- 
Red 


Wayne King Ore 
*Stack-Goble 


LAMONT 
(Pond’s Cream and 
Face Powder) 
9:30-Tu-Blue 
‘Husbands and 

Wives’ 


*J. W. Thompson 





LOG CABIN 
(Gen. Foods) 
8 p.m.-Tu-WJIZ 
Louise Massey & 
Westerners 





Jackie Cooper 

Dott Massey 

Allen Massey 

Milt Mabie 

Larry Wellington 
Cameron Andrews 
Jim Babcock 

* Benton & Bowles 
LOOSE-WILES CO. 
(Sunspine Biscuits) 
9 p.m.-Sa-WEAF 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 

* Newell-Emmett Co 


LOUIS PHILLIPPE 
(Am. Home Prod.) 
10:15 a.m.-M-F-Red 
‘Jchn's Other Wife’ 
Matt. Crowley 
Adele Ronson 
Phyllis Welch 
* Blackett-S.-H., 
LUDEN’S 
16:30 p.m.-Tu-Red 
sJimmy Fidler 
*J. M. Mathes 


MAXWELL 
(Gen. Feod) 
9-Th-WEAF 
Show Boat 
Lanny Ross 
Amelia Earhart 
‘Molasses ‘n’ Jan'y’ 
Pat Padgett 
Pic Malone 
Al Goodman Orc 
*Benton & Bowles 
MAYBELLINE 
4 p.m.-Su-Red 
‘Penthouse Seren- 
ade’ 
*Cramer-Krassett 
MINUTE 
TAPIOCA 
(Gen. Food) 
5:30-Su-WJIZ 
Stoopnagle & Budd 
George De Sys 
Don Voorhees Orc 
* Young & Rubicam 
MAR-0-OIL 
4-W-WEAF 
Henry Busse Orc 
* Baggoley, H. & H 
MOLLE 
9 p.m.-Tua-Red 
‘Vox Pop’ 
Parks Johnson 
Wally Butterworth 
*Stack-Goble 





OLD MOTOR W’KS 
«(Motor ¢ 
10:30 p.m.-Sa- 

WEAF 

Irvin S. Cob 

Hall Johnson Negre 

Choir 
Clarence Muse 
Four Blackbirds 
Dorothy Page 
Norman Field 
John Mather 
Harry Jackson 
*D P Brother & Co 

MOORE 
(Paints) 
11:30-Th-Red 

Betty Moore 

*Aubrey, M. & W. 

MORRELL 

(Dog Food) 

4 p.m.-Fr-Red 
‘Tea Time at 
Morrell's’ 

*Henri, Hurst & Co 
NATIONAL 

BISCUIT 

p.m.- Fri-Blue 

Stars’ 

Helen Broderick 

Victor Moore 

*McCann-Erickson 

NATIONAL ICE 

(Refrigerators) 
10:30 p.m.-W.Red 
Gladys Swarthout 
Frank Chapman 
Armbruster Orc 
*Donahue & Co. 

OXYDOL 

(P. & G.) 
$:15-M-F-Red 
10:15 a.m.-M to F- 
Red-10:15 a. m.-M- 
to-F-Blue 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Payne 
Chas. Egelson 
Gilbert Faust 
Ceeil Rov 
Murray lorbes 
Hazel Depheide 
Forrest Lewis 
* Blackett 


PACIFIC BORAX 
8:30 p.m.-Fr-Blue 
‘Death Valley Days’ 
*McCann-Erickson 
PACKARD 
MOTORS 
9:30 p.m.-Tu-Red 
Fred Astaire 
*Young & Rubicam 
PACKER TAR 
SOAP 
2:30 p.m.-Su-Red 
‘Thatcher Colt 
Mysteries’ 
*Stack-Goble | 
PEPSODENT 
7 p.m.-Dally-Red 
‘Amos 'n’ Andy’ 
*Lord & Thomas 
PHILLIP MORRIS 
8 p.m.-Tu-Red 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Phil Duey 
Charles Martin 
*Biow Co. 
PHILLIPS 
(Sterling) 
9-F-WEAF 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Mary Easiman 
Frank Munn 
8:30-M-WJIZ 
‘Sweetest Songs 
Ever Sung’ 
Frank Munn 
Natalie Bodanya 
Victor Arden'’s Ore 
* Blackett 


PILLSBURY 
FLOUR 
16:45 p.m.-Daily- 
ed 
‘Today’s Children’ 

*Hutchinson 
PONTIAC 
MOTORS 
10:30 p.m.-Fr-Red 
‘Varsity Show’ 
John Held. Jr. 


irs) 


b 


9:30 


‘Twin 


5:30-Sa-WEAF 


dergarten’ 
Bruce Kaniman 
Sidney Ell trom 
Billy White 
Johnny Woit 
Thor Ericson 
Merrill Fugit 
Harry Kogen 
RALSTON 
(Purina) 


Ore 


‘Tom Mix Serial’ 
Jack Holden 
Billy Tidelson 
Harold Peary 
Perey Hemus 
Ranch Boys 3 
Jane Webb 

a. &; 4, 

2 p.m.-Su-WIZ 
‘Magic Key of BCA 
2 p.m.-Sa-Blue 
‘Metropolitan Op- 

era’ 
REAL SILK 
9:45-Su-WIZ 
Edwin (. Hill 
Harry Sosnik Orc 
* Burnett 


1:30 a.m.-Tu-Sa- 
WEAF 

‘Mystery Chef’ 

* McCanri-Mrickson 


4:30 p.m.-Su-Red 
*‘Musicai Camera’ 
J. Cherniavsky 





Willie Morris 
*N. W. Ayer 


‘Kaltenmever's Kin- 


5:15-M to F-WEAF 


Basen es. ADV. 


ROGER’S SILVER 


SEALTEST LABS, 
INC, 

(Milk & Ice Cream) 

8 p.m.-Sa-WEAF 


Donald Dickson 


Lucia Graeser 

New Yorkers Chorus 

James Melton 

Robert Dolen'’s Ore 

*J W. Thompson 
SHELL 


(Petroleum) 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
Joe Cook 
Frank Buck 
Ernie Watson Ore 
*J. Walt Thompson 
SHERWIN- 
WILLIAMS 
3 p.m.-Su-W EAF 
Opera Auditions 
Wilfred Pelletier 
*C. W. Cecil 
SMITH BROS 
1:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Melody Matinee’ 
Muriel Dickson 
Morton Bowe 
Cavaliers 4 
Victor Arden Ore 
* Brown-Torcher 
STUDEBAKER 
MOTORS 
9:30 p.m.-M-Red 
R. Himber Orc 
*Roche, Williams 


SUN OIL 
6:45 p.m.-Daily- 
Blue 


‘Day’s News’ 

Lowell Thomas 

*Roche, Williams 
SWEETHEART 
: SOAP 


‘Wife Saver’ 
11:45 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
Red 
Allen Prescott 

*Peck 


TENDERLEAF 
TEA 


(Stan. Brands) 
8-W-WEAF 
One Man's Family 

Page Gilman 
Bernice Berwin 
Winifred Wolfe 
Carleton E. Morse, 
author 
I. Anthony Smythe 
Minetta Ellen 
Kathleen Wilson 
Michael Raffette 
Walter Patterson 
Barton Yarborough 
*J. W. Thompson 
TRUE STORY 
9:30 p.m.-Fr-Red 
‘Court of Human 
Relations’ 
*Arthur Kudner 
TUMS 
7:15-Tu-Th-Red 
‘Vocal Varieties’ 
°H ‘W. 
WADE 
(Modern Food 
Process) 
4:30 p.m.-Tu-Blue 
‘Dog Heroes’ 
*Clements Co. 
WHITE NAPHTHA 
SOAP 
(P. & G.) 
4:45 p.m.-M-to-F- 
Red 
‘Guiding Light’ 
*Blackman 
WOODBURY 
9:15 p.m.-Su-Blue 





‘Rippling Rhythm 
Revue’ 
Shep Fields Orc 
Frank Parker 
Judy Canova 
Annie & Zeke 
4:30 p.m.-Daily- 
Red 

‘Follow the Moon’ 
Nick Dawson 


*Lennen & Mitchell 








COLUMBIA 


WABC 








AFFILIATED 
(Edna Wallace 
Hopper Cosmetics) 
12:30-M-F-WABC 
‘Romance of Helen 

Trent’ 
Virginia Clark 
Marie Nelson 
David Gothard 
(Jocur., Kissproof, 
Outdoor Girl, Del- 
ca-Brow Cosmetics) 
12:45-M to F-WABC 
‘Rich Man's Darling’ 
Peggy Allenby 
Ed Jerome 
Ona Munson 
* Blackett 


A&P 
8-Th-W ABC 
Kate Smith Band 
Jack Miller’s Ore 
Philip Merivale 
Gladys Cooper 

Ted Collins 

Le Brun Sisters 
Ambassadors 4 
* Paris & Peart 


AMER. TOBACCO 
(Lucky Strike Cigs) 
10-Sa-WABC . 
Carl Hoff Orc 
Carole Lombard 
Buddy Clark 

Edith Dick 
Songsmiths 4 

* Lord & Thomas 


ATLANTIC REF. 
7:15-M to F 
“Ma and Pa’ 
Parker Fennelly 
Margaret Dee 
Ruth Russell 
Harry Humphries 
*N. W. Ayer 
BENEFICIAL 
5-Su-WABC 
‘Unseen Friend’ 
M. H. H. Joachim 
Arlene Jackson 
Harry Salter’s Ore 
* Frank Law 
BI-SO-DOL 
(Am. Home Prod) 
8-F-WABC 
‘B’way Varieties’ 
Oscar Shaw 
Carmela Ponselle 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden’s Orc 
* Blackett-S-H 
CAMPBELL 
(Soup) 
9-F-WABC 
‘Holly wood Hotel’ 





*MacManrs, J. & Al woo. « 
PRINCKSS ‘PAT | Nancy Steele: Is 
8:30 pem.-Su-Red | victor McLagien 
Tale of Today Peter Lorre 
*MeJunkin Seas tane 
QUAKER OATS CO} Lewis 1. Lawes 


Fred MacMurray 
Frances Langford ° 
Anne Jamison 
Louella Parsons 


Igor Gorin 
¢Tomato Juice) 
8:30-W-WABC 

Burns & Allen 





Tony Martin 
Henry King’s Ore 
°F. W. Armstrong 


CARBORUNDUM 
7:30-Sa-W ABC 


Ed. d. Anna, Cond 
Francis Bowman 
°*B. B.D. & O 


CHEST EMRPIGLYD 
(Liggett) 
8:30-F-WABC 


Rhythm Singers 
.| Hal Kemp’s Orc 
9-W-WARC 

Nino Martini 

Andre Kostelanetz 
Ore 

* Newell-Emmett 
CHEVROLET 
6:30-Su-W ABC 

Rubinoft 

Jan Peerce 

Virginia Rea 

*Campbeli-Ewald 


9-Th-W ABC 
Bowes’ Amateurs 


COLGATE 


Cream) 
10-Th 





Raymond Paige Orc 


Kay Thompson and 


CHRYSLER CORP. 


* Ruthrauff & Ryan 


(Dental Powder and 


‘Your True Adven- 


tures’ 

Floyd Gibbons 
(Palmolive Soap) 
9:30 p.m.-W 
‘Beauty Box The- 

atre’ 

Jessica Dragonette 
Al Goodman's Orc 
(Shave Cream) 
10 p.m.-W 

‘Gang Busters’ 
Phillips H. Lord 
Alice Rineheart 
Erik Rolf 
Edmund MacDonald 
Fred Lewis 
*Benton & Bowles 
CONTINENTAL 
BAKING 
(Wonder Bread) 
6:45 p.m.-Dally 
‘Pretty Kitty Kelly’ 
Arline Blackburn 
Frank Pahm Orc 
Hanley Stafford 
* Benton & Bowles 
THOS COOK & SON 
(Travel Service) 
2:45-Su-WABC 
Malcolm LaPrade 
Lew White 
*L. D. Wertheimer 


CORN PRODUCTS 
(Karo and Linit) 
1-M-W-F-WABC 

Five Star Revue’ 

Morton Bowe 

Meri Bell 

Bill Johnstone 

Ray Sinatra’s Ore 

*E. W. Hellwig 

CUDAHY PACK. CO 

(Old Dutch 
Cleanser) 

9:45 a.m.-M to F- 

‘Bachelor's Children’ 

Patricia Dunlap 

Marjory Hannan 

Hugh Studebaker 

Olan Soule 
Roche, Williams & 
Cunnyngham 
R. B. DAVIS CO. 

(Cocomalt) 
6 Su-WABC 

Joe Penner 
Joy Hodges 

Gene Austin 
Coco and Candy 
Jimmie Grier’s Orc 
* Ruthrauff & Ryan 

DUPONT 
8-W-WABC 

Cavalcade of Amer. 
John MelIntire 
Jeanette Nolan 
Georgia. Backus 
Ted de Corsia 
Frank Readick 
Ray Collins 
Ned Wever 
Carl Swenson 
Sam Repp 
Dwight Weist 
Wm. Johnstone 
Frank Singiser, Nar. 
Arthur: Pryor. Jr. 

Dir. 

Kenneth Webb, Au 
Don Voorhees’ Orc 
°*B. B. D. & O. 


FELS-NAPTHA 
1-Tu-Th-W ABC 
Jack Berch 
Mark Warnow’s Orc 
*Young & Rubicam 
FORD MOTOK 
9-Tu-W ABC 
Al Pearce | 
Arlene Harris 
Monroe Upton 
Nick Lueas 
Bill Comstock 
Wm. H. Wright 
Andy tonw Ore 
9-Sa-WABC 
Myra Hees 
Victor Kolar, Cond. 
°N. W. Ayer 
GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su-WABC 
Guy Lombardo 
° B. D. & O. 
GENERAL MILLS 
(Wheaties, Bis- 
quick, Gold Medal 
Fiour, Softasilk) 
10 a.m.-M to F-. 
‘Betty and Bob’ 
Elizabeth Reller 
Lester Tremayne 
10:15 a.m.-M to F- 
‘Modern Cinderella’ 
Rosemary Dillon 





Eddie Dean 

Ben Gage 

10:30 a.m.-M to F- 

Betty Crocker 

10:36 a.m.-M to -Th- 

‘Hymns of All 
Churches’ 

Joe Emerson 

Fred Jacky, Dir 

10:48 a.m.-M to F- 

‘News’ 

John K. Watkins 
16:45 a.m.-F 
‘Musical Interlude’ 
Eric Sagerquists Or 


GILLETTE 
10-Su-WABC 
‘Community Sing’ 
Milton Berle 
Wendell Hall 
Billy Jones 
Ernie Hare 
Andy Sanella's Ore 
Jolly Gillette 
Tommy Mack 
Pert Gordon 
* Ruthrauff & Ryan 
GRANGER 
7:30-Tu-Th-W ABC 
Alexander Woollcort 
* Newell-Emmett 
GROUP OF BANKS 
10-F-WABC 
‘Phila. Orchestra 
Eugene Ormandvy 
Willard M. Kip- 
linger 
*Wessel Co. 


GULF 
7:30-Su-WABC 
The Gasette 
Phil Baker 
Harry McNaughton 
Beetle 
Agnes Moorehead 


Artie Auerbach 
Harry Von Zell 
Ed Smalle 
Bob Allen 


Cscar Bradley's Ore 

7 G's 

* Young & Rubicam 
HIND’S CREAM 
(Lehn & Fink» 

2:15-M to F- 

Between Bookends’ 

Ted Malone 

Fred Feibel 

* William Esty Co. 

H. J. HEINZ CO. 
11 a.m.-M-W-F- 

‘Magazine of the 
Air’ 

Dr. Wm. E, 
hinbaugh 

Wm. Chas. Lengel 

Mrs. Sarah Lock- 
wood 

Delmar Edmundson 

Ann Elstner = 

Elsie Mae Gordon 

Jerry Macy 

Reed Kennedy 

Carleton Young 

Rita Allyn 

Dorothy Lowell 

rretchen Davidson 

Ted Reid 

B. A. Rolfe’s Ore 

* Maxon, Inc 


KELVINATOR 
8-Sa 
‘Prof. Quiz’ 
Arthur Godfrey 
* Geyer, Cornell 
KNOX GELATINE 
11:15 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
Ed East 
Ralph Dumke 
Helen Carroll 
Dick Ballou's Ore 
* Federal 
KOLYNOS 
(Amer. Home Prod) 
8 p.m.-Tu-WABC 
Ted Hammerstein 
Lucy Laughlin 
Jerry Mann 
*Blackett 


LADY ESTHER 
10-M-WABC 
Wayne King’s Orc 

* Stack-Geble 
LUX SOAP 
(Lever) 
9-M-WABE 
‘Radio Theatre’ 
‘Madame Butterfly’ 
Grace Moore 
Cary Grant 
Cecil B. DeMille, 
I.ou Silvers Ore 
J. Walter Thompson 


LYSOL 
(Lehn & Fink) 
11:45 a.m.-M-W-F- 
Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe 
Evelyn MacGregor 
* Lennen & Mitchell 


MANHATTAN 
(Sweetheart Soap) 
9:30 a.m.-W-F- 
‘The Wife Saver 

Allen Prescott 
James Wilkinson 
Oswald 
* Peck Adv. Agency 
NASH MOTORS 
9-Sa-WABC 
Floyd Gibbons 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
*J. W. Thompson 
NATIONAL ICE 
11:45 a.m.-Tu-Th 
‘Homemakers Ex- 
change’ 
Eleanor Howe 
*Donahue & Coe 
PEBECO 
(Lehn & Fink) 
12 Neon-M to F- 
‘The Gumps’ 
Agnes Moorchead 
Wilmer Walter 
Jackie Kelk 
Himan Brown. Dir. 


Aug- 








* Lennen & Mitchell 
PHILCO 
7:45-M to F 


Boake Carter 
* Hutchins 


PHILLIPS 
PACKING CO. 
(Soups & Foods) 
1:30-W-Th-F- 

WABC 
George Rector 
Marcella Shields 
*Compton Adv, 


PHILLIP MORRIS 
8:30 p.m.-Sa-WABC 
‘Johnnie Presents’ 
Russ Morgan's Orc 
Charles Martin 

Phil Duey 

*Biow Co. 


PONTIAC 
.2-M-W-F-WABC. 
‘News Through a 

Woman's Eyes’ 
Kathryn Cravens 
* McManus, John & 
Adams 


RINSO 
(Lever) 
11:30-M to F- 

‘Big Sister’ 

Alice Frost 

Junior O'Day 

Heila Stoddard 

Martin Gabel 

Lilian Lauferty, 
Author 

Al Jolson 

Harry Epstein 

Martha Raye 

Victor Young's Ore 

* Ruthrauff & Ryan 
8:30-Tu-WABC 

x. J. KEYNULDS 

(Camel Cigarettes) 
9:30-Tu-WABC 

Jack Oakie 

Georgie Stoll Ore 

Benny Goodman Orc 


*Wm. C. Esty Co, 
SPRY 
(Lever Bros.) 


1:45-M to F-WABC 
‘Aunt Jenny's Real 
Life Stories’ 
*Ruthrauff & Ryan 
STEWART-WARN. 
(Alemite) 
8-M-WABC 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Bob McCoy 
Larry Cottone 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Ernie Passoja 
King Sisters 
3 Trumpeteers 
Jerry Bowne 
Alvino Rey 
* Hays MacFarland 
SUPER-SUDS 
(Colgate) 
2:45-M te F-WABC 
‘Myrt and Marge’ 
Myrtie Vail 
Donna Damerel 
Geo. Damerel], Jr. 
Jean Paul King 
yene Morgan 
Ray Hedge 
Billy Artzt Ore 
* Benton & Bowles 
SWIFT & CO. 
(Sunbrite) 
5-M-W-F-W AC 
‘Junior Nurse Corps’ 
Lucy Gillman 
Sunda Love 
Helena Ray 
Donald Weeks 
Fran Carlon 
Parker Wilson 
Jack Brinkly 
Robert Romaine 
Jess Pugh 
William Amsdell 
* Stack-Goble 
TEXAS CO. 
8:30-Su-WABC 
‘Texaco Fire Chief’ 
Eddie Cantor 
Bob Parrish 
Deanna Durbin 
Bobby Breen 
Jimmy Watlington 
Jacques Renard’s Or 
* Hanff-Metzger 


‘March of Time’ 

William Geer, 
Editor 

*B. B. D. & O. 


U. S. TOBACCO 
(Dill’'s Best) 
8:30-M-W ABC 

Pick & Pat 
Edward Roecker 
Benny Krueger's Or 
*Arthur Kudner 
VICK CHEM. CO. 
8-Su-W ABC 
Nelson Eddy 
Nadine Connor 
J. Pasternack’s Ore 
* Morse 


WARD BAKING 
6:15-M-W-F- 
‘News of Youth’ 
Laddie Seaman 
* Fletcher & Eliis 
WM. WRIGLEY 
7-M Thru Th- 
Jack Fulton 
Franklyn Mac- 
Cormack 
Billy Mills’ Ore 
7-F-WABE 
‘Mortimer Gooch’ * 
Bob Bailey 
Louise’ Fitch 
Clair Baum 
Al Halis : 
John Van Crinkhite, 
Author 
Louis Jacobson 
Producer 
* Neisser-Meyerhoff 








MUTUAL 


WOR 








ARMIN VARADY 
12:30-Su-WGN 
Perry Como 
Elmo Tanner 
C‘try Washburne 
Red Ingie 
Pierre Andre 
Ted Weems Orc 
* Sedilers 
BAYER CO. 
11 a.m.-M to Sa- 
WaNn 
‘Get Thin to Music’ 
Wallace 
*Thompson-Koch 
CRAZY WATER 
HOTEL Co. 


1-1:15 p.m.-M-W-F- 
WOR 


‘Music from Texas’ 

Jack Amlung Ore 

Mary Hagman 

* Luckey Bowman 

CROWN OVERALL 

7:45 p.m.-Th-WLW 

‘Pleasant Valley 
Frolic’ 

Charles Seel 

Dan Carson 











Chas. Dameron 





Betty L. Arnold 
Florence Golden 
Charles Wayne 
Devore Sis 
William Greene 
Claire Grenville 
Joe Lugar Ore 
* H. W. Kastor 


FELS NAPTHA 
1:45-M-W-F-WGN 
Tom, Dick & Harry 
Gordon Vandover 
Bud Vandover 
Marlin Hurt 
Carl Hoefle 
Ed Allen 
* Young & Rubicam 

FENDRICK 
(Denby Cigar) 
1:30-Su-WLW 
‘Smoke Dreams’ 
* Ruthrauff-Ryan 
GENERAL MILLS 
12:45 p.m.-M-to-F- 
WGN 
‘Love Song’ 
Anne Davenport 
Ethel Owen 
Chas. Eggleston 
Jess Pugh 
Henry Saxe 





David Gotthard 
Donna Creed 
*B. 8S. Hummert 
GORDON 
BAKERIES 
97:30-M-F-W-WXYZ 
‘Lone Ranger’ 
* Sehl 
GOSPEL B’DC’ST 
ASSOC. 
10-11 p.m.-Su-KHJ 
Evangelical Talks 
No Agency 
HEALTH 
PRODUCTS 
6 p.m.-Su-WOR 
1937 Radio Show 
Arnold Johnson Ore 
Ray Knight 
Christina Lind 
3 Ambassadors 
*Wm. Esty 
LEHN & FINK 
1 p.m.-M to r- 
WGN 
‘Life of Mary 
Sothern’ 
Minabelle Abbott 
* Lennen & Mitchell 
LOCAL COFFEE 
ROASTERS 
8 p.m.-F-WOR 
‘Coffee Club’ 
Richard Himber Or 
Gogo De Lys 
Fred Uttal 
Stuart Allen 
*U. S. Ad Corp. 
LOCAL DEPART- 
MENT STORE 
9 a.m.-Th-WOR 
‘Morning Matinee’ 
‘Lenny Hayton Ore 
Marg’rite Churchill 
Edith Dick 
Lawrence Gray 
Claire Whitney 
* Dorland 
LUTHERAN 
1-4:30-Su-WLW 
* Kelly Stahiman 
McFADDEN PUBS. 
10 p.m.-Tu- WOR 
9:30-Tu-WLW 
‘True Detective 
Mysteries’ 
McKESSON & 
ROBBINS 
9:45 a.m.-Th 
‘Beauty Forum’ 
E. V. Meadows 
* Brown & Tarcher 
MENNEN 
10-M-WOR 
‘Famous Jury 
Trials’ 
Harold Carr 
Eileen Palmer 
Sidney Slon 
Luise Squire 





$$$ 


Nikel Kent 
Franklin Bingman 
Don Morrison 
Louis Levy 
Chas. Doherty 
Bess McCammon 
Harry Lang 
Richard Keith 
* Kieswetter 
MURINE 
8:30-Tu-WGN 
‘Listen to This’ 
Jack Brooks 
Kay St. Germaine 
Lew Diamond Ore 
Liars Club 
Vie Smith 
Gill Shaw 
Florence Grower 
Clare Baum 
Cecile Roy 
Ken Griffet 
* Vanderbee & R 
NO. AMER, ACCI- 
DENT INSURANCE 
9:30-Su-WOR 
Gabriel Heatter 
*Franklin Bruck 
OLSON RUG CO. 
3:30-3:45 p.m.-Sun- 
WGN 
‘Romantic Ser- 
enaders’ 
Ken Stevens 
Edna Thompson 
Fred Jackeyv Ore 
*Presba, Fellers, 
Presba 
PURE MILK 
CHEESE Co. 
11:45 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
WFIL 
‘Petticoat Philoso- 
phy’ 
Isabelle 
Hewson 
* Hanff-Metzger 
SSS CO. 
(SSS Tonic) 
8:30-W-WLW 
‘Music for the 
Family’ 
Ellis Frakes 
Harold Carr 
Flora Blackshaw 
V. Marucci Orc 
WANDEK co. 
(Ovaltine) 
3-M to F-WGN 
‘Molly of Movies’ 
Ray Jones 
Henrietta Tedroe 
Catherine Campbell 
Jeanne Juvelier 
Kirby Hawke 
Gene Byron 
* Blackett-S.-H. 
WASEY PROD. 
3 p.m.-7:30 a.m. 
Su-M-Tu-W-F-WOR 
Jacob Tarshish 
‘The Lamplighter’ 
* Erwin Wasey 


Manning 





INTER-CITY 


WMCA 








DENTISTS SUPPLY 
11 a.m,.-Tu-Th 
Dr. George Wood 

Clapp 
*AW Agency 
FITCH INVESTORS 
6:15 p.m.-M te F 
Erling C. Olsen 
*E. C. Van Dyke 
JOHN FORD 
10:15 a.m.-Su 
John Ford (Bible 
Lecturer) 
*Direct 
HOWARD 
CLOTHES, INC. 
7:15 p.m.-M to F 
9:30 p.m.-Su 
Sid Gary 
Carl Fenton’s Orc 
*Bachenheimer 
JOURNAL OF 
LIVING 
12 Neon Daily 
Vietor H. Lindlahr 
*Schiltin 
JUSTRITE 
- §:45-Sa- 
Empire String Ens 





Organ and canarics 

*Hoffman & York 

NORTHWESTERN 
YEAST 

9:55 a.m.-M-W-F 

Transcriptions 

*Hayes MacFarland 

REMINGTON 


‘Five Star Final’ 
*Leeford 
SAINT CHRISTO- 
PHER’S INN 
(Garrison, N. Y.) 
6:30 p.m.-Su 
‘Ave Maria Hour 
*Direct 
STANDARD 
BRANDS 
7 p.m.-Sa 
Hagen’s Spelling 
Bee . 
*J. Walt Thompson 
a cee al 


11:30 a.m.-F 


Anice Ives - 
*Frank Presbrey 





GEN. MILLS TAKES KEX — 
BASEBALL; MAY SPREAD 


Portland, Ore., March 9. 
E. E. Sylvester of Westco Agency 
tripped here from San Francisco to 
sign up baseball broadcasts over 
KEX sponsored again this year by 


General Mills. 
Understanding 


is that 


General 


Mills is so pleased with results of 


KEX baseball broadcasts 


that a 


dicker is on for exclusive rights to 
all etherized baseball on the west 


coast. 


A figure around $48,000 is 


mentioned as possible privilege fee 
that may be paid by General Mills 
to the Pacific Coast baseball league 


clubs. 





KMBC Show Sponsored 


Kansas City, March 9. 
Household Finance Corp. which 
sponsors Eddie Guest on the NBC 
‘Welcome Valley’ show, signed for a 


local session over KMBC. 


It’s a 


quarter-hour talking feature ‘Across 


the Breakfast Table.’ 


Contract is for 


13 weeks and handled direct. 
Sponsor may possibly consider the 
KMBEC show for a network splash. 





Fishell’s Guestees 


Dick Fishell, leaving for a Miami. 


vacation until April 1, 


will have 


guest sportscasters on his WMCA- 
Intercity program nightly, while he 


is vacationing. 


Guest spielers will pe chiefly news- 
paper sports writers and sports no- 


tables. 





Bill Goodrich, announcer at sta- 
tion KLRA, Little Rock, for two 
years. has been succeeded by Earl 
Rodell of Fort Worth, Texas, for- 
merly an announcer at KMOX, St. 


Louis. 
Towa. 


Goodrich has returned to 
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MUSIC 


VARIETY 43 








EBRUARY MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE KEPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING FEBRUARY BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music as Reported by Leading Jobbers 











Song—No. 1 


NEW YORK 


CHICAGO 








When My Dreamboat Comes. Home <p 



































Song—No. 2 Goodnight My Love 

Song—No. 3 Chapel in the Moonlight 
Song—No. 4 Pennies from Heaven 
Song—No. 5 Rainbow on the River 
Song—No. 6 With ith Plenty of Money and You 








‘When “My_ _Dreamboat Cc omes_ Home’ 
‘Goodnight My Love’ 
‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ 


‘With Plenty of Money and You’ 


‘This Year’s Kisses’ 


‘Moonlight and Shadows’ _ 











LOS ANGELES 





‘When My Dreamboat Comes 1 Home’ 
‘Moonlight and Shadows’ 


‘Goodnight My Love’ er al 
‘C hapel i in the Moonlight’ 
‘Plenty of Money and You’ aes 


“Trust in Me’ 




















5 Leading Phonograph Labels Report 6 Best Sellers 
Side responsible for the major sales only is reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for 
the sales, both sides | are mentioned: — 








BRUNSWICK—Neo. 1 


BRUNSWICK—Ne. 2 





‘This Year’s Kisses,’ ‘You're Laughing 
at Me’ (Hal Kemp ¢ Orch.) 


T’ve Got My Love to Keep Me Warm,’ 





‘This Year’s Kisses’ (Hal Kem) Kemp Orch.) 


‘Boo Hoo’ | Russ Morgan Orch.) 





‘Slumming on Park Avenue) (Red 

SLT oe aie at OP ee Oe tee Norvo Orch. wee ae 

BRUNSWICK—Neo. 3 ‘All’s Fair in Leve and War,’ ‘With ‘When ‘My Dreamboat Comes Home’ 
Plenty, of Money and You’ (Hal Kemp (Freddy Martin Orch.) 

he 5. a oe, ee: ~ : 

BRUNSWICK—Ne. 4 ‘Boo-Hoo,’ ‘If My Heart Could Only ‘Gee But Yeu’re Swell’ (Russ Morgan 

Ss PN Nace: Talk’ (Russ Morgan Orch. ) Orch.) 

BRUNSWICK—Neo. 5 ‘The Girl on the Police Gazette, ‘The ‘Serenade “in the Night’ “(Jan Garber 
Call to Arms’ (Russ Morgan Orch.) Orch.) 

BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘That’s Life, I Guess,’ ‘Pennies from ‘i've Love to Keep Me Warm’ (Alice 
Heaven’ (Teddy Wilson Orch.) Faye) 

VICTOR—Ne. 1 ‘This Year’s Kisses,’ ‘He Ain't Goat | ‘Jesephine’ (Wayne King Orch.) 
Rhythm’ (Benny Goodman Orch.) 








VICTOR—Neo. 2 


‘Goodnight | My Love,’ “Tain’t No Use’ 
(Benny y Goodman | Orch. ) 





VICTOR—Ne. 3 


‘I’ve Love to. Keep | Me Warm,’ ‘Slum- 





VICTOR—Ne. 4 


ming on Park Avenue’ (Ray Noble 
Orch. ) 
‘I’m Sorry I Made You Cry,’ ‘Havin’ a 


Ball’ (Fats Waller Orch.) 





VICTOR—Neo. 5 


‘Moonlight and Shadows,’ ‘Love Is Good | 
for Anything’ (Eddy Duchin Orch.) 





VICTOR—Ne. 6 








‘Rainbow on the River, ‘When My | 
Dreamboat Comes’ (Guy Lombardo 
Orch. ) 





‘Boo Hoo’ 


’ (Guy. Lombardo Orch.) _ 


‘This Year’s Kisses’ (Benny Goodman 


Orch.) 


‘Moonlight and S'*dews’ (Eddie Duchin | 
Orch.) 





‘Goodnight My Love’ (Benny 300dman 
_Orch.) 
‘Slumming on Park Avenue’ (Ray 


Noble Orch.) 





RECORDS RETAILING AT 35¢c 





BLUE BIRD—No. 1 


‘Stop Truckin’ and Suzi Q,’ ‘Your One 





BLUE BIRD—Ne. 2 





BLUE BIRD—No. 3 


and Only’ (Tampa Red Orch. = 
‘Goodnight My Love,’ ‘One Never | 
Knows, Does One?’ 


Orch.) , 


‘Slumming en Park Avenue,’ ‘He ‘Ain't | 
Got Rhythm’ (Tempo King ( Orch. a 








BLUE BIRD—Ne. 4 


‘The Night Is Young,’ ‘I’m in a ‘Dancing 
Mood’ (George Hall Orch.) | 





BLUE BIRD—Ne. 5 


‘This Year’s Kisses, ‘The Girl on the | 
Police Gazette’ (Shep Fields Orch. ) | 











BLUE BIRD—Ne. 6 





‘Hew Could You” ‘The Meanest Thing 
You Ever Did’ (Dolly Dawn) | 


| ‘Moonlight and Shadows’ 


(Shep Fields | 


(Shep Fields 





Orch.) 
‘Beo Hoo’ (Wingy Mannone Orch.) 





‘I've Love to Keep Me Warm’ 
Fields Orch.) 


‘This Year’s Kisses’ (Shep Fields Orch.) 


‘Slumming on Park Avenue’ (Tempo | 
_ King Orch.) 


‘Goodnight My ~ Leve’ > (Shep Fields | 
Orch.) 


(Shep 








‘Ive Love to Keep Me Warm,’ 


| ‘There's a Ranch 


| ‘Good 


‘Night Is Young’ 


| ‘Good Night My Leve’ 


‘Moonlight and Shadows,’ ‘Panamania’ 
(Dorothy Lamour) 





‘Slum- 
ming Norvo 
Orch.) 


on Park Avenue’ (Red 


a Ri “Sky,” ‘Don't 
(Jan Garber 


in the 
Give a Good Gesh Darn’ 
Orch.) 


‘This Year’s Kisses,’ 
Rhythm’ (T¢ -ddy 


‘He Ain't 

_ Wilson Orch.) 

‘My Sugar Takes Me with Grain of 
Salt,’ ‘Gazing at Blazing Fire’ ‘(Jan 
Garber Orch.) 


Got 


‘Boo-Hoo,’ 
(Russ Morgan Orch.) 


Night My Love’ 
man Orch.) 


(Benny Goodad- 


(Wayne King Orch.) 


‘Moonlight and Shadows’ (Eddie Du- 
chin Orch.) 

‘This Year's Rie: (Benny ‘Goodman 
Orch. ) 


‘Plenty of “Money ‘and You’ 
Hamilton Orch.) 


‘Trust in 1 Me’ (Wayne King Orch.) — 


(George 





(Shep 


Fields 
Orch.) 


‘This Year’s Kisses’ (Shep Fields Orch. ) 


‘Plenty of | Money and You’ 
_ Bailey Orch. ) 

‘Something in the 
Orch. ) 


‘Night Is Young’ (George Hall Orch.) — 


(Frank 


Air’ (Shep Fields 





‘On Little Bamboo Bridge’ 


’ (Shep Fields 
Orch.) 





DECCA—Ne. 1 


‘The Goona Goo,’ ‘When You’re Smiling’ 
(Clyde McCoy Orch.) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Pennies from Heaven’ ‘(Bing Crosby) 





DECCA—Ne. 2 


‘What Will I Tell My Heart,’ ‘The Lady 
Who Swings the Band’ (Andy Kirk 
Orch.) 


‘The Night Is Young’ 
Orch.) 


(Ted Fio-Rito 





DECCA—Ne. 3 


‘With Plenty Money and You,’ ‘All's 
. Fair in Love and War’ (Henry Busse 
Orch.) 


‘What’ll L Tell My Heart?’ (Andy Kirt 
Orch.) 


‘Plenty of Money and You’ ‘Henry 


Busse Orch.) 





‘What Will I Tell My Heart?’ (Andy 
Kirk Orch.) 





DECCA—Ne. é 


‘One in a Million,’ ‘Who’s Afraid of 
Love’ (Mal Hallett Orch.) 


‘Trust in Me’ (Abe Lyman Orch.) 





DECCA—Ne. 5 


‘Running a Temperature,’ ‘My Last Af- 
fair’ (Jimmie Lunceford Orch.) 


‘Moonlight and Shadows’ (Anson Weeks 
Orch.) 


Goona-Goo’ (Clyde McCoy Orch.) 





it’s De-Lovely’ (Will Osborne Orch.) 





DECCA—Ne. 6 


‘Let’s Call a Heart a Heart,’ ‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘My Last Affair’ 
Orch.) 


(Jimmy Lunceford 


‘Trust in Me’ (Abe Lyman Orch.) 





VOCALION—Neo. 1 


‘I've Got My Love to Keep Me Warn,’ 
‘One Never Knows, Does One? ‘Bil- 
lie Holiday Orch.) 


‘Trust in Me’ (Mildred Bailey) 








‘Moonlight and Shadows,’ ‘Trouble Don't 
Like Music’ (Red Jessep Orch.) 





VOCALION—Ne. 2 








‘Here’s Love in Your Eye,’ ‘When My ‘Moonlight and Shadows’ (Red Jessup 

Dreamboat Comes Home’ (Henry Orch.) | 

Allen Orch.) ats = 

VOCALION—Ne. 3 ‘This Year's Kisses, ‘He Ain’t Got! ‘Got You Under My Skin’ ‘Billie Holi- 


Rhythm’ (Henry Allen Orch.) 


day Orch.) 





VOCALION—Ne. 4 


‘Please Keep Me in Your Dreams,’ ‘If 
My Heart Could Only Talk’ ‘Billie 
Holiday Orch.) 





‘When My Dreamboat Comes Home’ 
(Red Allen Orch.) 








VOCALION—Ne. 5 


‘More Than You Know,’ ‘’Long About 
Midnight’ (Mildred Bailey, Red Norvo 
Orch.) 


‘Steel Guitar Rag’ (Bob Willis Orch.) _ 


} 





VOCALION—No. 6 





‘With Plenty of Money and You, ’ ‘Tm in 
a Dancing Mood’ (Putney Dandridge 
Orch.) 





‘More Than You Know’ (Mildred Bailey) | ‘Jelly Bean,’ 


‘Where Lazy River Goes By,’ ‘You Can 





Tell She Comes from Dixie’ (Phil 
Harris Orch.) 

i ‘I’ve Leve to Keep Me Warm,’ ‘One 
Never Knows, Does One?’ (Billie 


Holiday Orch.) WS pe ar er, 
‘l Have Found a Honey,’ ‘My Buddy’ 
(Light Crust Orch.) 








| ‘Piease Keep Me in Your Dreams, ‘If 





My Heart Could Only Talk’ ‘Billie 
_ Holiday Orch.) ee oe 
‘Nobody’ (Phil Harris 


Orch.) 








Inside Stuff—Music 


Beer 


years, for his sell-out in Crawford Music Corp., Bobby Crawford is hiber- 
nating leisurely on the Coast pending hooking up with some film studio. 
Max Dreyfus bought out Crawford's holdings in the music pub firm bear- 


ing his name. 


Housewarming which Irving Mills tossed last Saturday (6) at the Master 
Recording Studios was attended by about 500 persons from the orchestra, | 
music publishing and radio fields. 


stubes and roadside taverns are creating a new group of best 
seller bands in the recording business. Use of nickle slot machine victrolas 





Mills is managing director of the 


labeis, Master and Variety, subsids of the American Record Co. 


Reg Connelly, 


head of Campbell-Connelly, 
renewed for the British rights to the Santly Bros.-Joy and Select catalogs. 


Londen publishing firm, 


Shribmans’ Dixie Dancery 
Louisville, March 9. 
Norman 
local dance hall, 


in New England. 








mer, 
for the engagement. 


Connelly sailed back to Londor 


new ' Music rights fell through. 


Neafus last week trans- | 
ferred operation of the Casa Madrid, | 
to Charles and Si 
Shribman, who operate several! spots | 


Beach, reopens May 29 for the sum- | 
with Johnny Long's band set 


Deal is for two years ane becomes effective Aug. 31, 
Hunter hold a similar contract for the French rights. 


) 


Similarity holies = 


Suit for infringement may arise 
from the claim which Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co. made to 20th Century- 
| Fox in connection with the use of 





in nabe beer houses and similar spots has within the past year catapulted gr plans to reopen his Iro- | ‘Goodnight My Love’ in the produc- 
several comparatively unknown bands into the top sales division of p cca ardens summer place in | tion, ‘Stowaway.’ S-B contends that 
leading recorders. pril. | the melody of the Gordon-Revel 
Z “ enemas | number is similar to that of ‘Lights 

Having been paid $15,000 in cash and collecting $1,000 a month for four ee Beach c a Vigne | On, * ay ae Sa 


Counsel for the film company and 
the publisher have been discussing 
| the issue during the past week. 


1937. Sesncia. Day & 


last week. His dicker for the Miller 


| 
| . 
| Don Bestor’s name was omitted from last week’s Variery story about the 


has | ‘importance of arrangers.’ 


own note-fixing for 15 years. 


Bestor is a leader-arranger 


Has been doing his 


‘If My Heart Could Talk’ | 


February Biz 
Sluggish in N. Y.; 
[. A. Dees Okay & 





New York, March 9. ~ 
Sheet music business in *ebruary 
failed to show much life until the 


| 
| final week and even then the going 
| 
| 


| was below normal for that time of 
| the year. Nothing rated as a smash 
seller during the month. ‘Chapel in 


the Moonlight’ (Shapiro) went over 
the 400,000-copy mark, but the heavy 
call on. this had reached its 
| peak the month before. ‘Dreamboat’ 
| (Witmark) had no difficulty 
ping anything the film scores had to 
Like ‘Chapel’ ‘Dreamboat’ 

straight from Tin Pan 


one 
in top- 


offer. 
stemmed 
Alley. 
Tunes from Irving Berlin's ‘On the 
Avenue’ score got a strong start at 
the counters with the turn into 
March and gave indications of mak- 


ing a good pacemaker for the list. 
| Others that appeared to be strongly 
on the unbuild were ‘Boo Hoo’ (Sha- 
|piro), ‘Oh a Little Bamboo Bridge’ 
Morris), ‘Little Old Lady’ (Chappell) 
and ‘What Will I Tell My Heart?’ 
(Crawford). 

Sales runners-up for February 


and Shadows’ 


were ‘Moonlight 

(Popular), ‘Trust in Me’ (Ager), 
‘Serenade in the Night’ (Mills). ‘May 
I Have the Next Romance?’ (Feist), 


and ‘I 
You’ 


(Berlin) 
for 


|‘This Year’s Kisses’ 
| Can't Lose That Longing 
| (Donaldson). 

| In the mechanical ranks Hal Kemp 
proved Brunswick's best bet, Benny 
Goodman repeated for Victor, Clyde 
McCoy took Decea’s No. 1 rating and il 
Tampa Red accounted for Bluebird’s 4 
biggest turnover. 


Pops Okay on Coast 





Los Angeles, March 9. _, 
Dises and sheet music were in 
Lrisk demand, auguring for con- 
tinued healthy biz throughout the 
spring. Popular music is selling the 
| best in several years and there's lit- 


tle letup in records. 
In the sheet field, sonts from Irv- ' 
ing Berlin’s ‘On the Avenue’ score i 
are coming fast and topped during 
nast 10 days. Bing Cryosby’s numbers 
from ‘Waikiki Wedding’ are also in 
demand, with ‘Littie Old Lady’ com- 
ing along strong. 
Batch of new Crosby Decca re- 
cordings will be on the market in 


a few days, also a new batch of 
Dick Powell recordings. Shep 
Fields’ Blue Bird waxings are in 


heavy demand over the counters. 

Columbia has not issued any re- 
leases in couple of months, but some 
of the old ones continue to draw. 


—— 
Cn a 





Chicago Fair to Middling 


Chicago, March 9. 

Not many changes in the key set- 
up of the leading songs, with only 
‘Moonlight and Shadows’ and ‘This 
Year’s Kisses’ breaking into the 
cream crop. Coming up strong cur- 
rently, and likely to rate high in 
this month’s listings are “Trust in'= 
Me,’ ‘What’ll I Tell My Heart?’ ‘Lit- 


of Say RRR EIN Bie =a 2-2" 


tle Old Lady’ and ‘Did Your 
Mother Come from Ireland?’ i 
Business steadied and climbed i 


guickly during February. especially 
through the Ohio Vallev section 
which was hit pretty badly during 
January by the floods. 





Pennsy’s Lakewood Park 
Tees Off Season Easter 


Pottsville, Pa., March 9. 
Howard Hobbs’ Lakewood Park re- 
opens Easter week, probably with 
Horace Heidt’s band. Place oper- ae 
ates on name policy. 
Ritz ballroom, also handled by 


1 BS CONE linea, 2 St 
ee Ey ee aN 


wr et 


Hobbs, has recently played Hal 4 
Kemp, Shep Fields, Don Bestor, Rita 4 
Rio and Mal Hallet bands, with ie 


Fields drawing top attendance and 
Kemp pulling second. Hallett last 4 
week pulled slightly over 1,000 at-_ 
tendance for one-nighter. + 





Keith Prowse G. M. Due 


London, March 2. 
Simon Van Lier, general manager 
| for Keith-Prowse Music Corp.. sails 
for America to renew contracts with 
and 





Sam Fox, Hollywood Songs, Ltd.. ay 
then goes to the Coast to see Sher- Zl 
man Clay to renew English contract 
| for his (Clay’s) catalog. which KP 
have been handling for the last 25 _ 
| years. } 
He will also scout around for any - 
| individual numbers available ) 


for i 
England. : 
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DIE PUBS DEVELOP ACUTE DISTASTE 
FOR PROPOSED FEDERAL MUSIC CODE 





See Big Film-Owned Houses With Advantages— 
Afraid of Red Tape in Washington and Inflexi- 


ble Administration 


With preliminaries geared to the 
point where the issuance of a code 
of fair trade practices by the 
Federal Trade Commission has be- 
come a mere formality, the music 


publishers in general have now de- 


a.“ed they don’t want the covenant 


Strong opposition to the proposed 
Federal pact has developed among 
indie pubs and they are lining up 


their forces for a bitter fight in the 










OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
SWING? 


YOU’RE JUST A 
LITTLE DIFFERENT 
IT’s STILL 
BEING DONE 
YOU’RE PRECIOUS 
TO ME 
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IT’S HIGH TIME 











IT’S NO SECRET 
THAT 1 LOVE YOU 
(Waltz) 


i+ 





THE LADY LIKES 
TO LOVE (Rumba) 






Orchestrations 50c each 
EDDIE LAMBERT—<en. Prof. Mar. 


a 


—— 


RADIO CITY, N.Y. 








‘ROY SONGS— 


Stop Everything and 


SWING 
on That 


‘RUSTY 
HINGE!’ 


1937's Dance Craze 
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§ |pubs are at present bound by an anti- 
a | bribery 





ia 


event the FTC goes through with its 
announced holding of a music trade 
conference. 

Turn-about-face on the proposition 
has the committee which has been 
pushing for the code not only em- 
barrassed but puzzled. This commit- 
tee last week visited the legal 
division of the F.T.C. and obtained 
assurances that the proposed code 


was okay with the commish and that 
jall it needed was a little revision as | 
ito language and a conference to 
which the music trade would be in- 
| vited. This gathering would be held 
|in New York. 

| Indie pubs are now voicing the 
isentiment that they as a class would 





be best off if they didn’t put them- | 
'selves under the strictures of a trade | 
pact which might work to the ad- | 
vantage of the film producer-con- 
; trolled publishing firms. These same 


pledge which became ef- 
|fective last August and is admin- 
|istered within the trade. What they 
|den’t like about shifting the admin- 
|istration of such pact to the govern- 
|ment is that the rules would then be- 
|come hard and fast and they would | 
|have to conduct their businesses just | 
|so or else find themselves entangled | 
|with the law. They want to be free 
to adjust themselves to changing 


conditions, 
No Like the Law 


It has also developed that several 
of the firms affiliated with picture 
producers are not anxious to align 
themselves with a government- 
steered code. They would like to go 
lon saving hundreds of thousands of 
‘dollars a year by not being com- 
ipelled to meet plug competition 
through the device of paying band 
leaders for arrangements, but with 
them there is also the question as to 
whether they want to have their 
business supervised by the law. 
the indie opposition to a Federal 
code these film associated houses feel 
\that they should be free to vary 
\from the rules on needful occasion 
land without fear of subsequent 
| penalizing from government sources. 
| Meeting in Washington last week 
with F.T.C. officials in charge of 
trade conference operations was at- 
tended by Lew Diamond, of Famous 
Music Corp., Sam Fox, Ralph Peer, 
E. B. Marks and an associate of 
Joseph V. McKee, general counsel for 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
isociation. F.T.C. officials want the 
|code reworded so that the giving 











Mr ROY Music co. 


1619 BROADWAY. NEW YORK. NY, 








away of arrangements would be con- 
sidered a briberous practice and be 
treated as any other form of ‘punch 











money,’ when it came to prosecut- 
|ing offenders. 








 Bekie 4a 


The Sensational Ballad 


When My 
_ Dream Boat 
Comes Home 


| From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


| Starring Dick Foran,“The Singing Cowboy” 
| The Greatest Western Ballad in Years 


MY LITTLE 
~BUCKAROO 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave,, RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARKEN. Prof. Mgr. 








| 
| 


Miller Sets Staff 


Chief reps for Miller Music Co.’s 
| branches in Chicago, Boston and Los 
Angeles were named last week. In 
Chicago it will be Sid Goldstein and, 
Boston, Leo Talent, while Ben Bar- 
ton, father of Eileen Barton (Jolly 
Gillette) will fill the Coast assign- 
ment, All appointments become ef- 
fective Monday (15). 

Miller is a subsid of the Robbins 
| Music Corp. Firm is now in for an 
| intensive exploitation buildup. 











Henry King at Palmer 
Chicago, March 9. 
| Henry King orchestra slated to 
‘take over the Empire Room band- 
stand in the Palmer House April 1. 
To replace current George Hamil- 

















ton orchestra. 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 


the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 


the week from Sunday through 
Feb. 28-March 3. 
*This Year’s Kisses 
*May I Have Next Romance? 
*Goodnight My Love 
*I’ve Love to Keep Me Warm 
Boo Hoo 
When My Dreamboat Comes 
Trust in Me 
On Little Bamboo Bridge 
What Will I Tell My Heart 
Serenade in Night 
Gee, But You’re Swell 
*Moonlight and Shadows 
When Poppies Bloom Again 
I Can’t Lose That Longing 
*Swing High, Swing Low 
*Smoke Dreams 
*With Plenty Money and You 
*Love and Learn 
*Slumming on Park Ave. 
*You’re Laughing at Me 
tLittle Old Lady 
How Could You? 
*Summer Night 
If My Heart Could Talk 
tNight is Young 
*Indicates filmusical song. 
tIndicates stage production 





Like | 
|of the board of Decca Records (both 


song. The others are pops. 


E.R. Lewis Adds 
Rex and Crown 


English Labels 


London, March 9. 
(Ted) Lewis, chairman 











Edward R. 


the British and American brands) 
has brought out the Crystallate Corp. 
which manufactures the Rex and 
Crown (Woolworth stores’ brand) 
disks. Both are among the foremost 
local platters in the popular priced 
class. With the deal goes, Roy Warn- 
ford-Davis, recording executive. 
Rex and Crown waxes such local 
faves as Gracie Fields, Primo Scala’s 
Accordion Band, Billy Cotton’s or- 
chestra, Mrs. Jack Hylton, Charles 
Kunz, et al. 

Crystallate, like the American 
Record Corp. (Brunswick, Vocalion, 
Columbia, etc.) has a billiard and 
pool adjunct to its business. 





R. W. Altschuler, president of the 
American Record Co., declared yes- 
terday (Tuesday) that the purchase 
of Crystallate by Lewis did affect the 
former company’s interests in one 
way ad that was the circumstance 
of Crystallate being the British dis- 
tributors for the American and 
Brunswick labels. He assumed that 
this situation would be satisfactorily 
adjusted. 

On the American Decca end it was 
learned through Milton Diamond, 
counsel for Lewis, that details of the 
deal would be _ received in America 
within the coming week. Lewis had 
cabled Diamond that he had taken 
over Crystallate and htat the pro- 
posed relationship of the American 
Decca to the Crown and Rex labels 
would be disclosed in a forthcoming 
letter. 























" Get Set for the Song Barrage on the 
New Universal's “Top of the Town” 


““WHERE ARE YOU?’”’ 
“THAT FOOLISH FEELING”’ 
“JAMBOREE”’ 

“TOP OF THE TOWN” 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 
1629 BROADWAY ¢ 


iL=O FEIST, Inc. ° 


NEW YORK 
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ASCAP’S FEB. RAIN CHECK 


| Board Members Either Sick, Absent 
or About to Broadcast 








Directors of the American Society 
| of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers have yet to hold their regular 
monthly meeting for February. So 
far there havent peen enough board- 
men available to form the necessary 
| quorum. Effort to make up for the 
| missed gathering will be made to- 
| morrow (Thursday). 

If the ASCAPers haven't been out 
of town they’ve been indisposed with 
| colds, One of them, Deems Taylor, 
begged off on account of a new radio 
‘program which he was readying. 


Music Notes 


Refe Davis, Guy Lombardo soloist, 
is on the Coast for a part in Par’s 
‘Mountain Music.’ 








Cy Manes handling the biz end 
for Jimmy Dorsey’s trek of one- 
| nighters on the Coast. 





Abe Meyer has started recording 
on ‘In Old Louisiana,’ Tom Keene 
western being made by E. B. Derr. 








| 
| Tommy Tucker, Sterling Young 
|and Phil Harris each recorded four 


| sides for Brunswick in Hollywood. 
| 





M. K. Jerome and Jack Scholl have 
| written ‘The Moon Is in Tears To- 
night,” which Bette Davis. will 
warble in ‘Kid Gallahad,’ 





Judith Barrett will introduce 
| *You’ve Got a Certain Something,’ 
| new tune by Walter Donaldson, in 
| Metro’s screen version of ‘The Old 
| Soak.’ 





| Jack Robbins has been named mu- 
| sical adviser on Walter Wanger pro- 
ductions, serving first on ‘Walter 
| Wanger’s Vogues of 1938’ and next 
| on ‘52nd Street.’ 


| Mal Hallett begins three-week gal- 





jlop at the Meadowbrook, Cedar 
| Grove, N. J., on March 18. Plays a 
| hop at Lafayette College, Easton, 
| Pa., this Friday (12). 

Connie Lee has written three 
| tunes for Maurice Corn’s picture, 


| ‘Tough to Handle.’ They are ‘What 
| You’ve Got Is Love,’ ‘Spring Will 
| Make You Fall,’ and ‘Swish Goes 
| My Heart.’ 


Tommy Rockwell is building a 12- 
room manse of 16th century design 
on his 16-acre spread in Monrovia, 
Cal., an hour’s drive from Holly- 
wood. Also going up are stables 
and a swimming pool. 





Oscar Straus was tendered a re- 
ception in Los Angeles March 8 by 
Irving Berlin, Sigmund Romberg, 
George Gershwin, Eric Korngold, 
Jerome Kern and Rudolph Friml. 
He’s on the Coast for film work. 





Sigmund Romberg and Gus Kahn 
have completed three tunes for 
Metro’s ‘They Gave Him a Gun.’ 
Titles are: ‘To Think You Could 
Care for Me,’ ‘Sittin‘ in the Jail 
House’ and ‘A Love Song of Long 
Ago.’ 





Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
Freed have completed five tunes for 
Metro’s ‘Broadway Melody of 1937.’ 
Titles are: ‘Feelin’ Like a Million,’ 
‘Sun Showers,’ ‘Pair of New Shoes,’ 
‘Follow in My Footsteps’ and ‘Your 
Broadway and Mine.’ 





Sagamore Beach Club, Lake 
George, N. Y., opens the summer sea- 
son June 19, with Chauncey Crom- 
well orchestra, recently in the 
cocktail lounge of the French Casino, 
N. Y., for dancing. Set by Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. 





M. Witmark & Sons has designated 
the week of March 15 as Dream Boat 
Week. Radio bands and vocalists 
have been lined up for plugs and ar- 
rangements have been made for 
dealers to give the tune, ‘When My 
Dreamboat Comes Home’ elaborate 
displays. 





Dash Back to London 


Irwin Dash sails back to London 
next week (18) after spotting some 
of his songs with American publish- 
ers and acquiring six U. S.-authored 
tunes which will get their world’s 
start from the other side. 

Dash, VU. S.-born music man, is 
now a permanent British resident 
and recently resigned as member of 
ASCAP to clear exclusively through 
British Performing Rights’ Society. 





RADIO-MUSIC GROUPS 
LOCKED IN HOLLAND 


The Hague, March 1. 

BUMA, the Dutch performing 
rights society, has decided to take 
its controversy with broadcasters 
over fees to the courts, after several 
years of attempted arbitration. In 
hopes of getting the situation 
straightened out the copyright agency 
had been letting collections from this 
source ride for three years. 


Dutch broadcasting companies and 
| associations formerly paid $8,000 a 
|} year jointly and when BUMA tilted 
| the fee to $20,000 in 1934 the broaa.- 
|casters stood pat. BUMA is also ask- 
ling $30,000 for 1935 and $40,000 for 
|’36. Radio men have offered to com- 
| promise the 1834 claim with a pay- 
iment of $13,000 and work out a set- 
tlement for the subsequent years, 
but the copyright combine refused 
to accept any arbitrated proposal 
which wasn’t based on full payment 
of the original $20,000. 











SOVIETONE Top 
F "Cs 


Announcing a New 
KALMAR-RUBY 
SONG HIT 


“THE MOON IS IN 
THE SKY” 


ESTABLISHED FAVORITES: 
“UNDER YOUR SPELL” 


“YOU DO THE DARN- 
"DEST THINGS, BABY” 








MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO 
1250 SIXTH AVENU 


RCA BUILDING (AADIO CITY) 


NEW YORK 


Sole Agents 

















| WARREN AND DUBIN 
At Their Best in These 


SEPTEMBER IN THE RAIN 


MELODY FOR TWO 
HOW COULD YOU? 
SUMMER NIGHT 


A New, Terrific Hit! 
GEE! But You’re Swell 


* 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 





CHARLIE WARREN, Pref. Mgr. 


THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
WORLD 


























(TONIGHT) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


ACA BUILOING RADIO CITY 

















SMOKE 


“After The 











To paraphrase the saying—“Good Things Come in 4s.” 
For example, here are 4 big songs from 4 big pictures: 


From the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production, 


GOODNIGHT MY LOVE 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Stowaway” 


THERE’S SOMETHING IN THE AIR 


From the 20th Century-Fox production, “Banjo On My Knee” 


A THOUSAND DREAMS OF YOU 


From the Walter Wanger production, “You Only Live Once” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th AVE. © NEW YORK 


DREAMS 


Thin Man” 
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NBC CURBS DANCE VOCALS 
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- Publishers Win Point Against ERPI (SINGING S SAYERS 





Judge Upholds Arguments Advanced by 


Francis Gilbert—D 


John G. Paine, as agent and trustee 
for the music publishers involved, 
scored a major point in his $211,000 
suit against ERPI when Judge a 
in the Federal Court, New York, af- | 
firmed Paine’s cause of action an d | 
denied the electric’s motion for dis- 
missal. Judge Knox’s opinion served 
as a sweeping accord for both the 
legal and factual bases upon which 
Paine’s counsel, Francis Gilbert, -had 
brought the litigation. 

In his opinion Judge Knox agreed 
with Gilbert’s contention that ERPI 
had no right to export musical num- 
bers recorded on film in this country 
without being subject to a specially 
designated license and fee. Also that 


| 








TWO TOP 


TEMPO TUNES 












Wallen and Anrrangia byW\LL-HUDSON 


MR.GHOST 


GOES TO 


TOWN 


| 





Now a World-Widle Swing sat 


ORGAN 
GRINDER’S 





EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS inc 
feat BROADWAY NEW YORK. N_ YT 











Songs for the Millions from 
the 20th Century-Fox 


Picture 
“ONE IN A MILLION” 


‘ONE IN A MILLION’ 


‘WHO’S AFRAID 
OF LOVE’ 


And sony ————* Waltz 

“THE MOONLIT 

WALTZ" | 

> V4 yy nod | 

HOLIWOOD SONG Sm | 
AE 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar 














The Love Song ; 
hat Has Become a@ Class!« 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


England’s Gift to America 


SUPPOSING 


From “With Leve and Kisses” 


THE TROUBLE WITH 
ME IS YOU 


Will Hudson's 
I'LL NEVER 












Latest 
TELL YOU 








I LOVE YOU 














ARRANGER 


Seeks Connection with Good 
Combination 


“PEP UP WITH PEP” 


Address all inquiries: BOX 8, care of 
VARIETY, 154 W. 46th St., New York 











'ings to other countries 


ates Back to 1929 


a publisher who grants a sync right 
for a special arrangement of a non- 
copyright in this country must be | 
paid a fee if the film is exhibited in | 
countries where the composition has 
no basis of copyright. 


Cause of the suit dates back to | 
1929, when ERPI served as clearing | 
house for sync rights for the motion | 
picture industry. After the foreign 
agreement on this score had expired, 
Paine put in a claim with ERPI for 
$211,744, alleging that this amount 
was due on copyrights which the 
electric had discounted. After a 
couple years of attempted settlement 


|.of the dispute, Paine filed suit. 


In one cause of action Gilbert 
pointed that ERPI had agreed to pay 
42% of the basic scales prevailing 
between Paine and the electric in 
the United States if such synchroni- 
zations were exported to and exhib- 
ited in foreign English-speaking 
countries and 14% if they were 
shown in European Latin countries. | 
ERPI took the position that if the 
recordings were released in both the 
English-speaking and Latin countries | 
all it had to pay was 56%, but Gil- 
bert argued that, since the percent- | 
age agreement was conditioned on | 


the picture’s being shown in only one 
group, the inclusion of other groups | 
changed the situation, and ERPI was 
obligated to pay the full amount of 
the fee as prevailing for domestic |; 
rights, which was $75 for a full use | 
of a musical number and $37.50 for 
a partial use. 


| 


{no flat order 


| singing 


ito warble the refrain 


MESOING UP AlR 


Network Feels 
nate Solos by Uncertain 
Soloists Is Unshowmanly 

Two Vocals 

Per Quarter Hour 


—Limit Is 





PLUGGERS’ ANGLE 


Chicago, March 9. 
In a general campaign to eliminate 


|vecals as much as possible from the 
| sustaining 


remote band 
NBC program department 
have notified band leaders that the 
vocals should be 
future to two vocals in 15 minutes, 
and four in 30-minute periods. 
While NBC states that it has placed 
through on the num- 
ber of vocals which can be used on the 


| sustaining periods, the two vocals per 


15-minute session were named as the 
‘ideal’ 
ithe orchestra leaders. 

In making the move NBC believes 
that it is eliminating from its 
ether the flock of singing drummers, 
violinists, and other part- 
who get to their feet 
in between 
tooting the saxophone. Network has 
been complaining for some time that 
the majority of vocalists on the or- 
chestra pickups are not quite so hot, 
in most instances being untrained 
warblers. 

Also believes that the number of 


time ‘singers’ 


|vocals is partly caused by the song 


Judge’s Opinion 
ERPI’s reason for refusing to pay 
for specially arranged non-copy- 
rights shipped abroad were not up- 
held by Judge Knox. 
trary, the opinion 
‘language of the 


declared, the 


license did not|much dance music as possible. 


| pluggers who are constantly drum- 


ming for vocals as a more powerful 


iplug than a straight dance arrange- 
| ment. 
To the con- | 


In the future NBC will try to keep 
the evening dance band pick-ups as 
Feel 


specifically grant the defendant a/that the early evening regular com- 


right to reproduce and record the 
copyrighted compositions in other | 
countries. Had the reproductions | 
and recordings elsewhere than in | 
this country and Canada been within 
the contemplation of the parties at 
the date of agreement, it is fair to 
assume that the terms and rates of 
compensation having to do with 
royalty payments might have been 
materially different.’ 

Judge Knox, taking account of an- 
other Gilbert argument, stated that 
ERPI could not have taken the 
artists used in the domestic record- 
or similar 
reproduction services without under- 
going considerable expense and in 
recognition of this savings it is ob- 

vious that the electric to pay foreign 
fees regardless of whether the copy- 
right involved had valid standing 
abroad. 








Bast Weeks 25 Best Sellers 


mercial hours give the American 
audience a sufficient dose of vo- 
calized tunes, and that the late eve- 
jning sustainers should be restricted 
to what they are intended to be: 
dance orchestra sessions. 

Song publishers are already scam- 
pering around town yelping about 
the edict, but will do nothing about 
it except to try to get their own 
tunes among the four songs vocalized 
during the 30-minute remotes. 

Possible eventuality seen in the 
NBC ruling is the elimination of the 
musicians who double as vocalists, 
with a ruling likely by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians re- 
stricting musicians to their instru- 
ments. This may mean a closer se- 
lection of vocalists on the orchestra 
pick-ups and result in an improve- 
ment in the calibre of singers per- 
mitted to wrestle with the refrains. 








department. 


Sweet is the Word for ing... cences 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 





[The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 
the most-played-on-the-air tabulations, 
Song title and publisher of the best selling 25 are 
included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.] 


TE DOE Sica vedetesdgsatiscdeivegesecnees .. Berlin 
When My Dreamboat Comes Home............ eees. Witmark 
*Goodnight My Love ............. séoensawsates .+e++ Robbins 
On a Little Bamboo Bridge...... b4esdudedede WeTtT Tk. 
TEA Di LMG scccccsccccces seesaavedsetees +eeee» Chappell 
Serenade in the Night......... NCC ede ds CareSer aan Mills 
*You’re Laughing at Me...... aonkeenseeeeascssen oo. Berlin 
ye. SS eee eer rrr ee UTE reTe errr Tt Tt Ager 
*With Plenty Money and You....... . soes eee 
Chapel in the Moonlight... ...ccsccccsccsccccses .... Shapiro 
TT. PerererrrT rrr er? trier ++» ohapiro 
*I’ve Love to Keep Me Warm......sceeesevvees 066000 mennee 
What Will I Tell My Heart... .cvescssccccccsses ....- Crawford 
Pee OH TI FER noon cc cacsvscsceseecises coees OOS 


Did Your Mother Come From Ireland?........ 


ibeuhendsecue weeeee Words & Music 


When the Poppies Bioom Again . 
TIERS EO ROUTE cu scccessiossves 
*Pennies From Heaven ..........+ 
Vie EPFORMS occcccceses eeeeee 
*Who’s Afraid of Love............ 


ptepseseoatsssesawes Hollywood 
+t Indicates stage production song. 


shown elsewhere in this 


..... Crawford 
+eees- Famous 

. Donaldson 
itprdieda tec uedees . Feist 

(enii scat eeowes’ .. Robbins 
o40s0esebeeete .+essohapiro 


Terre Te rr CT eos Select 
. Harms 


eee eee eee eeeee 


The 


Indiscrimi- | 


pick-ups, | 
heads | 


restricted in the | 


arrangement in the notices to | 


Petrillo and Recorders Negotiate 
Licensing and Other Wax Terms 





Chicago, March 9, _ | other provisions the following clause 
Meeting of Chicago Federation of | Shall be incorporated in the con- 
: | tracts, ‘Each recording shall have a 
Musicians and Recorders for purpose | registered number, which number 
regulations | must be filed with the Chicago Fed- 
governing the making of recordings | eration of Musicians. Recording corm- 
of all kinds in Chicago jurisdiction | pany csi that, the registered rec- 
s | ord, if used for any purpose whatso- 
| was held over weekend here. Formu- ever, a clearance permission must be 
secured from the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians.’ ) 


of setting up rules and 





lated complete set of rules at meet- 
Petrillo 


of Musicians union were E. W. Young 


ing. Sitting in with James C. 








lof NBC; Edward Foraman of RCA- | 
Victor; A. J. Kendrick of World; 
Monroe Wayne of Decca; D.C. Doran | 
Hein of | 


Harms Presents 





|of Dorano recordings; S. J. 


Brunswick; Tom North of Marsh; M. | “READY. ¥ one axD ARLE” 
iM. Blink of Standard Radio; Clay | . . i 
| Moberly of D’Arcy recording; Ger- 


ard Ellis of Columbia recording. 

Following rules and regulations 
| govern recordings other then sound 
pictures: 

First, recordings may be 
use in the home. 

Second, recordings may be 
for use in foreign countries. 

Third, all other recordings may be 
made and used provided same num- 
ber of musicians employed in the 
|making of the recordings are em- 
| ployed wherever such recordings are 
used. 

Fourth, recordings made in the 
Chicago jurisdiction cannot be used | 
in the jurisdiction of another local | 


SENTIMENTAL AND 
MELANCHOLY 

without the permission of the local | 

in the jurisdiction wherein the re- 


| o 
Lian s | 
cong are ee ccoras, | CAFE CONTINENTAL 
* 


TOO MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


JUST A QUIET 
EVENING 


made for 





made 





Fifth, the dubbing of 
which means the re-recording record- 
ings or 
hibited. 

Sixth, all recording engagements 
must be contracted for on forms fur- | 
nished by the Chicago Federation of | 
Musicians for this purpose. (Con- 
tracts to be valid must be approved 
by the board of directors and among | 


any part whatever, is pro- | 
| European Hit 


VIENNA DREAMS 


a 


When Old Friends Meet Again 


WITH PLENTY OF 
MONEY AND YOU 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bidg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mer. 








L. A. Trustees Retained 
Los Angeles, March 9. 

Musicians’ club, owners-operators 
of the building housing Musicians’ 
local, 47, AFM, re-elected J. W. Gil- 
lette, Harry Baldwin, F. W. Forbes, 
C. L. Bagley, Frank D. Pendleton 
and W. B. Harrington as trustees 
and elected Clarence Shaw to fill 
spot formerly held by George Teas- 
dale on the board. 

Officers for ensuing year wil) be 

















named by trustees this week. 


IRVING BERLIN’S: GREATEST SCORE 


‘‘ON THE AVENUE’’ 


(20th Century-Fox Release ) 


THIS YEAR’S KISSES 
YOU’RE LAUGHING AT ME 
PVE GOT MY LOVE 


TO KEEP ME WARM 


THE GIRL ON 
THE POLICE GAZETTE 


SLUMMING ON PARK AVENUE 
HE AIN'T GOT RHYTHM 


THERE’S A SILVER MOON 
ON THE GOLDEN GATE 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 Seventh Ave.. N. Y.C. HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. ia 
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ven Nitery 


By CECELIA AGER 
Anybody can get stage-struck; it 


is not just the privilege of the masses. 


+ 





} 


els Can Make Class 
: . e 9 
Joints Big B.O.—St. Regis’ Formula ::2's"ssesree"e'ss 





he statement that only the small- 
-t part of the credit is due hin, 
tnat the so gratifying resulis come 


‘rom the careful consideration and 


The Whitneys have become beloved | sage suggestions of the whole board, 


angels to pictures and Breadway, and | Prince 


are also learning to be practical; the 


Rockefellers are characteristically 


high-minded theatre operators and 


earnest night-club entrepreneurs; 


his second season as 
the St. Regis Hotel 
“yy. Y.) and its three elegant suppe1 
Vincent Astor 
compelled, with pleasant 
to put up the ropes. 


while in only 


promoter of 


rooms, finds himself 


frequency, 


Anybody can get stage-struck, bul 
the thing that’s eventually going to 
break down the snobbery of show 
bi: toward these monied outsiders 
and get them accepted 
their alarming ability to make their 
yearning pay. 


sociaily is 


For they are no longer content just 
to put up the dough, nor do they 
make forays the fascinat- 
ing world of show biz as goggle-: 
dileittantes. They demand action for 
their bankrolls; they insist upon par- 
ticipating in the management, not 
only in the profits. Like the angels 
of yore, they expect profits; but un- 
like the angels of yore, they do more 
than have faith—-they see to it them- 
selves that they get it. 


their into 


»yed 


And so the staff at the St. Regis | of 


is not at all uneasy when it sees Mr. 
Astor 


himself spending long afier- 
noon hours sitting in the Iridium 


Room, personally auditioning talent, 
for Mr. Astor has made good as a 
producer. He auditioned 
season, and nevertheless 
rooms kept in the black. 
gamble these new angels take these 
days is the initial one—their de- 
cision to yield once and for all to 


Obolensky said that what 


|they all were trying to do was bring 


.9 the supper room biz the same 
‘xcellence of production that Gil- 
bert Miller, for example, accords hi 
vlays. They seek, not what Broad- 


ay is accustomed to, but rather the 


Muropean touch. Their -ideals are 
iste and elegance; their primary 
‘oncern, to create an atl sphere 

They devise rooms that are flatt n 


to women, cuisine that 


to men. 
Lil’ Details—Just Details! 
Nobody 
acting 
achieve 


realizes, perhaps, the ex- 
that they go into to 
effects, but that’s all 


rr 
aetall 


their 


|right so long as the sum total regis- 


Their waiters’ uniforms, for 
instance, are as carefully designed 
Crawford final fade-out 
costume: thei themselves a 


vers. 


as a Joan 
waliers 
carefully selected for grace, co-ordi- 
nation, and a calm of tem- 
perament as a thoroughbred horse. 
No cigaret girls are permitted in any 
of the rooms at the St. Regis to 
terrupt the smooth flow of its serv- 
ice—cigarets cure fetched by the 
waiter. No outbursts of kitchen tan- 
trums to interfere with the promise 
the St. Regis theatre dinner, 
which gives its word to get the thea- 
iie-bound patrons finishec and all 
paid up in time to catch the open- 
in curtain—and does. 


aeiiness 


in- 


Beautifully phrased introduction: 


talent last; by Julian Street head the indexed 
his supper | categories of its wine lists, decora- 
The only | tions in the mood of the room swirl 
across its menus. 


The wine tariff is 
proportionately cheaper than that of 
small spots in town, in the hope of 


the lure and go into show biz them-|a greater turnover, for the St. Regis 


selves, by gad. Once in it, they op- 
erate upon a sound and 
theory. 

We're running class joints, they say 
to themselves. We're class—so what 
kind of stuff do we go for? 
themselves as guinea pigs, they have 
the fairness and the foresight first 
to try it out on themselves. Thus, 
muggs who lay it on the line at the St. 
Regis, for instance, are assured en- 
tertainment that Mr. Astor himself 
goes for, which is entirely different 
from what it might be if a mugg 
were running the joint and dished 
out stuff that he liked. They may 
even, if they’re lucky, see Mr. Astor, 
now in the guist of a guest—his 
work done, his shirt-sleeves ex- 
changed for tails, his perspicacity 
proved by throngs of happy custom- 
ers—instinctively counting the house 
as he surveys the classy and delight- 
fully paying scene that his personal 
application to show biz—as well as 
that of his equally top-drawer and 
hard-working confreres — hath 
wrought. 


Astor, Obolensky, et al. 


For Mr. Astor is not an arbitrary 
despot over the goings-on at his St. 
Resis. He is nerely the final judge. 
A jury of its peers—Prince Serge 
Obolensky, Count Vasili Adlerberg, 
Manazer James Otto Stack, press 
agent B. S. Bercovici—make propos- 
als as to what they feel the St. 
Reis Set deserves; Mr. Astor only 
disposes. They are, of course, very 


tasty proposals. With Prince Obolen- | 


sky, who is not only a very effective 
front man, but an idea man as well. 
they couldn’t be otherwise. 

It was Prince Obolensky, for in- 
stance, who thought up the St. Regis’ 
Maisonetie Russe. Though Russian 


hot spots were dead as dead could | 


be, Prince Obolensky knew it was 
only because nobody’d ever done a 
Russian room right. It would need 
fine food as only the best Russian 
houses used to serve fine food, au- 
thentic atmosphere, appropriate mu- 
sic, careful service, painstaking at- 
ten ion to detail—the whole suffused 
with taste and elegance and an Asior 
bankroll and distinguished, finally, 
with a certain flair. Well, Prince 
Obolensky put over the Maisonette 
Russe so satisfactorily that soon there 
was the Viennese Roof, with a bal- 
let—not chorus girls, mind you—and 
the Iridium Room, with lighting that 
coaxes out whatever good points the 
lady customers have got. 
Now, with three supper 
pulling them in in the nicest way, 
Prince Obolensky was deferentially 
asked his theories of night club op- 
eration. Prefacing his answer with 


Using | 


is aware of the good offices of wine 


sensible | in making its patrons happy, and is 
lnot greedy c<bout it: a benevolence of 


attitude discernible again during a 
recent gala in the Iridium Room 
when three of the guests, maddened 
by balloons floating down from the 


ceiling. were discovered hanging 
from the central chandelier, where- 


upon instantly the staff engineer was 
summoned to determine whether the 


central chandelier would much 
longer continue to support their 
weizht, and the engineer replied 





j 


| problem, 


| arrangement, 


with pride that the St. Regis Iridium 
Room chandelier was designed to 
support a hundred more like them. 
Thus it is clear that every possible | 
both subtle and ob- 
vious, has been thought up at the 
St.. Regis to assure the guests a su- 
perior good time. Nor does the | 
board, once it’s got everything going 
nicely, lie down. Having been class | 
joint patrons itself before it went | 
into the business, it knows that class | 
audiences are satiated quickly, that | 
they always want novelties, changes | 
of atmosphere, new toys. It remem- | 
bers, too, that class persons have the | 
most darndest times when they can | 





be induced to create their own 
games, but that this is the hardest 
thing of all to get them to do. 


Nevertheless. guided by the daunt- | 
less Prince Obolensky, the board is | 
now engaged in tackling this great | 
and a solution for it is 
even now in sight. The success of 
a recent carnival gave the clue. The 
2uests were provided with tissu2 
paper ball filled with confetti, which, | 
when hurled at somebody, spattered | 
like Roman candles. When at last 
the carnival broke up, the guests 
waded out ankle-deep in confetti, 
laughing and happy, even though 
worn out from throwing things. 


As a result, the patrons at the St. | 
Rezis are to be granted more fre- 
quent opportuniyyv to throw things 
at each other. 


SARANAC SAN DRIVE 
SET FOR WEEK APR. 30 


Date for this year’s drive for funds 
the Will Hos- 
pital, nee NVA Sanatorium, at Sara- 
nac Lake. N. Y., will be the week 


for Rogers Memorial 


, of April 30. 


rooms 


entail 
as the 
instituted 


Campaign for funds will 
audience collections as well 
theatre-rnembership plan 
last year. L. 
man of the drive. 


E. Thompson is chair- | 


—— Durbin’s Will 


Kenton, O., March 9. 
The will of W. W. Durbin, regis- 


here, named the widow, Mrs. Mary 
L. Durbin, sole beneficiary of an es- 
tate estimated at $10,000. 

A small fortune in tricks and il- 
usions, which he _ had_ stored in 
trunks, were left to personal friends, 
amateur and professional magicians, 


nuberts, Todd 
Producing Vaude 
Tab of ‘Abroad 





Mike Todd, Chicago unit producer, 
is producing a vaude tab, ‘At Home 
Abroad,’ musical that ran at the 
Winter Garden, N. Y., last winter. 
Shuberts, who produced the legit 
‘Abroad,’ are in on the vaude ver- 
sion, 

Tab. now being cast, will 


tain any of the player: 


not 
identified 
Some of the 

will be 
ficured to 


con- 


original 
songs, skits and scencry 
used. however. Show is 
be ready early in April. 
Will be first vaude 
which Shuberts have 
ested since tab tour of 
Prince’ three years azo. 


venture in 
been inter- 
‘Student 


FOR MAYFAIR, CLEVE. 


Mayfair Casino, Cleveland, has 
signatured exclusive booking con- 
tract with Fanchon & Marco. Deal, 


effective March 19, is for four weeks, 
with options. 

Opening show will include line of 
18 girls, with four or five acts. 
Harry Propper is back as operator of 
the Mayfair and Arthur Knorr will 
produce the shows for F. & M. Will 
operate temporarily on budget of 
about $2.000 a week. Bands will be 
booked independently. 

Fanchon & Mare) also has 16-girl 
line at the Michigan Theatre (Par) 
Detroit. ciirrently. Troupe goes to 
Palace (RKO), Cleveland, next week 
and then heads for Palace, Chicago. 


Hale, Hickey, Robinson 
In Unit Prod. Combine 


Clarke Robinson, Chester Hale and | 














Old Buffalo Blue Law 


Threatens Nite Clubs 


: Buffalo, March 9. 
Nitery and dance hall owners here 


|} were unexpectedly confronted with 
| . 
1 20-year-old blue law when an in- 
ai 


connection with new 


regulations revealed an old ordi- 
nance prohibiting dancing after mid- 
ht on Saturdays and after 1 a. m. 


stigation In 


\V 


nig 
weekdays 

With the old ordinance now 
brought to light, nitery ops are jit- 
| tery over the possibility of enforce- 
ment despite the state liquor regu- 
lations permitting taverns to provide 
music and dancing until 3 a. m. 


Contract-Flashing 
Gimmick Invades 


hi Nitery Field 





Chicago, March 9. 
worst cut-throat angles of 
book- 


ing office conniving is being revived 


All the 


old-time independent vaude 
around this territory by some of the 
nite club agents. These tactics are 


s‘oughing what looked like a real 
opportunity to build up the cabaret 
| field as the 
legitimate agencies. 

Of all the tricks, the worst is the 
revival of the phoney contract-flash- 
Agents are flashing phoney 
the 
which 


a lucrative outlet for 


ing gag. 
paper on 
that 
which have a regular salary of, say, 
$250, are working for $150 or $175. 
Operators believe’ these 


contracts indicate acts 


+ 


$$ 64 <a 


i nite 


} 
| 
} 


| and 
| Grove 


illy Shakedown Mob Uncovered — 


Victimizing Around Dozen Niteries 





Philadelphia, March 9. 
Cringing with the fear that their 
places will be wrecked, or that they 
and their families will be harmed, 
owners of almost a dozen nite spots 
here are paying weekly. tribute to 
gang, it learned 
Philly, 
had 


free of racketeers. 


a strong-arm was 


this week. until the past few 


months, been comparatively 

Police declare they do not believe 
the present gang victimizing cabaret 
New 


They are of the opinion 


connected with 


York outfit. 


owners is any 


that the mob is headed by a former 
chieftain of the numbers racket 
here, who maintained headquarters 
in Upper Darby. 

So far, none of the big mid-town 
spots has been approached. 
Activity has been confined to the 
smaller wine-and-dineries. All those 
now paying the weekly protection 
fee are located in North Philadelphia 


and Frankford. First spots hit were 
those cutting their liquor, staying 
open after hours, and otherwise 


operating illegally. 
position to squawk. 

First attempt to shift activities to 
the bigger cabarets resulted in the 
half-hour melee Vetween tough guys 
detectives in the Cocoanut 

last week. In addition to 


They are in no 


| damage done fixtures and furniture, 


the widespread publicity has seri- 
ously hurt business, manager Harry 
Hahn declared. He denied, however, 
that any actual request to pay off 
was made by the three men who in- 


vaded the place. 


| held 


Judge Harry McDevitt severely 
criticized two magistrates yesterday 
(Monday) for releasing under bail 
two of the men indicted in the 
Cocoanut Grove battle. They were 
in $10,000 bond each. Sched- 
uled to go to trial on aggravated as- 


| sault and battery charges yesterday, 


nite club operators, | 


phoney | 


contracts and yelp to the agents who || 


later submit the same acts for their 
right salaries. When the nitery own- 
ers ask the first agent to deliver the 
act at the price listed in the phoney 
c>..tract, there is always the ready 
excuse that the act isn’t available 
just at that time, and the agent tries 
to sell another act in its place. 
Result is a completely jumbled set 


John Hickey have formed an indie | of salaries, with no standard or basis 


vaude unit producing combine with 
New York headquarters. 
Trio’s first production effort as a 


| trio was ‘World’s Fair on Parade’ for 


R’ O, which opens Friday 
Keith’s, Boston. 


(12) at 


lof negotiation for a great number of 
acts. Acts which have had a set sal- 
_ary for years, suddenly discover that 
;nit- club operators have been quoted 
|}salaries far below what these acts 
would accept. 





Benny the Bum and 


Philly Union Head 





Patch Up Squabble, But Not Positively 


Philadelphia, March 9. 
Benny the Bum has finally reached 
an agreement with the Musicians 
Union, but the Bum isn’t satisfied, 
not by a long shot. By the terms of 


the settlement, Benny agreed to pay | 


the Union $967, which it claimed he 


owed for overtime. In return, the | 
Union removed the band from the 
Bum’'s nitery which latter claimed 


‘loused up the joint’ with its rotten 


i music. 
The Union also agreed to supply— | 


and Benny agreed to accept—a new 
band. And there’s the catch. The 
Union installed Howard  Lanin’s 
crew, house band at WFIL. Benny 
no objeciion to this music, but 
maintains the Union is ‘lousing him 


has 


|}up.” And as soon as the contract 
with the Local expires out goes 
Lanin, he says. Benny is going to 


bring in a band from New York. so 
he doesn’t have to deal with A. A. 
Tomei, president of the Philly Local. 
he declares.. 

Tomei and the Bum, it seems, don’t 
along. Their antipathy had its 
tart many months ago, reached its 
‘limax in Benny’s basement cocktail 
room last Tuesday afternoon (9), hit 
another high in a magistrate’s office, 
and had its denouement before the 
Mayor's labor relations board. 

Tomei and Rex Riccardi, secretary 


‘ ¢ 
ret 


of the Union, went to see Benny last | 
Tuesday about his overtime bill. The | 


meeting ended in a slight disagree- 
/ment. Benny said nobody could 


make a bum out of him and put the 
two men out. 
breach of the peace. But who actu- 


of doubt. 


He charged them with | 


ally breached the peace is a matter | 
Benny said Tomei swung | 


first. Tomei charged that Benny met | 


| him with five tough waiters 
socked him on the jaw. 


and 


At the magistrate’s hearing, Benny 
' shouted: ‘I don't them any- 
thing. 
two months and these stubs prove it.’ 


owe 


He tossed a bunch of cancelled 
checks at the magistrate. “The or- 
chestra has ruined me both physi- 


cally and financially,’ he said, ‘and 
my place is now $20.000 in the red 
because of it. 
other Mussolini.’ 


The Magistrate was impressed by 
| the Bum’s speechmaking. 
io hold Tomei and 


Riecardi for 


court. But at this point, M. Herbert 
Syme, counsel for the labor board. 
stepped in. He said he thought he 
could get the boys out of the 
trenches. and the Magistrate con- 
tinued the hearing for a week. It 


was at the session that followed that 
the settlement was reached. 


I paid them $10,000 in the last | 


their ‘attorneys demanded a _ pos.- 
ponement on the grounds that they 
were being ‘railroaded’ and were 
taken from th» hospital before they 
had recovered from injuries suffered 
in the brawl. Judge McDevitt grant- 
ed a continuance until Friday (12). 





Neighbors Must Okay 


Niteries for Sound 


Atlanta, March 9. 
Death blow to niteries in Fulton 
(Atlanta) county is seen in ruling of 
County Commissioners that dance 


hall owners must present petitions 
from 51% of surrounding residents 
if they wish to remain in business. 
All operators, whether they have 
obtained permits or not, must pre- 
sent such petitions. 

Public hearing will be held on the 
question March 17, at which time the 
petition to close the Riverdale Arena 
will be heard also. Commission, at 
its meeting March 3, received prop- 
erty-owners’ petition protesting re- 
newal of nitery’s license and Frank 
Bettis, proprietor, was ordered to 
obtain a favorable petition from 
majority of residents or else. 


Stanley’s 2d Show 


Pittsburgh, March 9. 
For second show following its re- 
turn to flesh Friday (12) with ‘Folies 
Internationale’ from Chi’s French 
Casino, Stanley has lined up Johnny 





Hamp’s band, Stepin Fetchit and 
Samuels Brothers. That’s for the 
week of March 19 and it marks re- 
turn engagements within the year 
for both Fetchit and the Samuelses. 
Nothing has been set yet for 
Easter Week, although efforts are 
being made to book either Ted 


| Lewis’ band or Ritz Bros. 


He called Tomei ‘an- | 
bands, 


Stanley still holds contracts with 
Guy Lombardo, Shep Fields, Eddy 
Duchin and flock of other name 
but they’re ‘when available’ 


; agreements and management so far 


ie aren | hasn’t been able to pencil in any of 
ay “Ee >( ' 


them definitely. 


Rose in Paradise Unit 


Harry Rose will top-line the Para- 
dise Revue,’ vaude unit produced by 
the Paradise Restaurant, New York. 

Joins the show at Loew’s, Mon- 


treal, Friday (12). 
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Name Bands Set for Dallas Expo: 
Fio Rito, Vallee, Then Phil Harris 


Three name bands have been set 
for the first 12 weeks of the nitery 
end of the Greater Texas-Pan Ameri- 
can Exposition, opening in Dallas 
June 12. Auditorium on the expo 
grounds, which last year held the 
General Motors exhibit, is being al- 
tered to house an elaborate nitery 
planned to offer stiff competish to 
Billy Rose’s Casa Manana at the Ft. 
Worth Frontier Days Celebration, 
opening June 1. 

Charles J. Freeman, of Paramount 
in New York, is booking the nitery 
end of the Dallas expo through 
George Marshall, general sports and 
entertainment director. 

Opening nitery show in Dallas, to 
run for four weeks, will be co-head- 
lined by Ted Fio Rito’s band and 
Veloz and Yolanda, ballroom team, 
with the rest of the production not 
definitely determined. While the re- 
mainder of the show’s contents will 
not be set till a producer is con- 
tracted, a line of 32 girls plus 18 
show girls is tentatively planned. 

Rudy Vallee’s band follows Fio 
Rito’s for two weeks starting July 10, 
and then Phil Harris’ crew goes in 
for six weeks, opening July 24. 

Several N. Y. producers are under 
consideration by Marshall to take 
complete charge of the Dallas expo’s 
nitery end, with a deal expected to 
be set later this week. 

John Murray Anderson, as last 
year, will do the Billy Rose pro- 
ductions in Ft. Worth. 





Femme Imps. or Beef 
Trusters Dominate Det. 
Nite Club Entertainment 


Detroit, March 9. 

Femme imps, and beef-trust gals 
have a strangle-hold on Detroit’s 
nitery entertainment biz. 

No less than four of town’s major 
spots are currently featuring all- 
male revues. ‘America’s most beauti- 
ful men and talented impersonators.’ 
Spots playing this type entertain- 
ment include Club Frontenac, Club 
Villa D, Gamble Inn, and Windsor 
Cafe. 

About a score of nite spots are 
playing beef trust revues, following 
success of Harry Russell’s unit at 
Corktown Tavern, which ran about 
20 weeks. 


Peyton, in Jail, Faces 
$25,000 Suit for Assault 


Pittsburgh, March 9. 
More trouble is facing Eddie Pey- 
ton, maestro and roadhouse pro- 
prietor here, now rounding out first 











year of one-to-three-year term in 
county workhouse for assault and 
battery. He’s being haled into 


court again next week to face civil 
action for $25,000 damages brought 
by Leonard Calder, who claims he 
was beaten up by Peyton in latter’s 
nitery. 

Since he was jailed, Peyton has 
twice appealed for a parole, but 
turned down on both ocgasions by 
state board. He’s also become 
a father in the meantime, his wife. 
Bertha Peyton, former dancer, hav- 
ing given birth to a son five months 
ago. 

Peyton is now approaching parole 
period on his term and likely that 
he will shortly be freed. He hasn't 
made any plans yet, but it’s under- 
stood he'll reopen his roadhouse. 
Until his imprisonment, it was one of 
most prosperous in the district. 


AFA’s 3d Benefit 


American Federation of Actor’s 
third annual benefit in New York 
will be held April 25 (Sunday) at the 
Metropolitan Opera House. 

Rudy Vallee, AFA’s prexy, is 
chairman of the arrangements com- 
mittee, 





+ 








Rent Billing 


Chicago, March 9. 

Playing a hideaway date last 
week-end, the act of Tyler, 
Thorne and Post used _ the 
phoney rame of Mark, Riddle 
and Collins. 

Latter names are monickers, 
respectively, of the night clerk, 
manager and operator of the 
Croyden Hotel here. Might be 
a new way of paying off. 








AY UNIT 
TIME GROWING 











J. H. HODGDON 
SUCCUMBS 10 
AUTO HURTS 


John H. (Jack) Hodgdon, 50, 
former vaude booker with Keith- 


Albee and finally RKO till 1930, died | 





Monday (8) night in Harlem hos- 
pital, N. Y., a half-hour after he was 
struck by a New York sanitation 
truck at 13lst street and Seventh 


avenue. He was run down as he 
stepped off the curbstone. 

Almost totally deaf, Hodgdon had 
been in retirement since leaving 
RKO just prior to the advent of the 
last Martin Beck-George Godfrey 
booking office regime. He was ac- 
customed to taking long walks alone, 
and it was on one of these that he 
met death about two miles from his 
home. 


Son of Samuel K. Hodgdon, Keith 
and Keith-Albee general booking 
manager for 40 years, who died in 
1922, Jack and his brother, Raymond 
H., joined the Keith-Albee booking 
office clerical staff in 1909, later be- 
coming show-buyers under their 
father. Jack remained a booker to 
the end of his stay with RKO, while 
his brother Ray, after serving as a 
captain overseas in the World War, 
returned to become an agent. Ray 
later returned to the booking office, 
but is now manager of RKO’s Green- 
point theatre in Brooklyn. 

Besides his brother, Jack Hodgdon 
is survived by his widow and a 
daughter, 13. Funeral services will 
be held Thursday from Campbell's, 
New York, with burial in the Hodg- 
| don family plot in Kensico Ceme- 
| try. Westchester. 








F&M SHELVING ST. L. 


| week of April 8. 


PIT-BAND POLICY 


St. Louis, March § 


Stage hands and musicians at the 
Ambassador here, Fanchon & 
Marco’s downtown deluxer, have 
been given two weeks’ notice and 
pit-band policy will be discontinued 
at conclusion of engagement of Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians March 18. 
Abandonment of stage shor s at Am- 
bassador leaves only St. 





Garrick theatre offering vaude. 

Ambassador 
Oct. 2 last. 
name attractions such as 
Whiteman, Ben Bernie, Olsen 
Johnson and Francis Lederer drew | 
biz, nut was too great for the house 
to show a profit. 


Paul 


Sullivan Back at State 


Ed Sullivan, columnist for the New 
York News, has been booked by 
Loew’s for the State on Broadway 
He'll headline the 


stage show in conjunction with 
Grace Moore's ‘When You're in Love’ 
(Col). 


Sullivan's stage salary this time is 
$2,250. 





souis thea- | 
tre. F&M midtown combo house, and | 


resumed stage shows | 
F & M found that while | ° 


and | 


| Duals’ 
and Washup of * NG, 


Stage Policies—Units of 
10-18 People Absorbing 
Radio Amateurs 





TRAINING GROUND 


While big-time vaude sinks lower 
and lower to the point of extinction, 
on the opposite side of the fence the 
small-time nickel-and-dime type of 
vaude is undergoing a tremendous 
revival. 

Back again are the smallest of 
honky-tonky vaude units, carrying 
from 10 to 18 people, traveling in 


autos and cooking their own meals. 
Back also are acts finding themselves 
stranded in towns with unpro- 
nounceable names and a dozen miles 
away from the nearest railroad stop. 
| In the past two years there has 
been a steady trend towards small- 
time vaude units playing for $150 a 
day average, running as low as $75 
for some of the shows and maybe 
as high as $225 for the very big units 
on Saturdays and Sundays. In the 
past couple of months this trend has 
zoomed into boom proportions. The- 
atres which haven't seen anything 
even resembling a live actor for 
years are suddenly taking chances 
with vaude in a $150 gamble. 

This flesh stuff in the smallies 
follows the exhibitors’ discovery that 
the giveaway racket is washed up— 
if not by law, then by sheer exhaus- 
tion of its box-office possibilities— 
and that even double features don’t 
have the wallop they used to. These 
are the houses which are returning 
to vaude trials, and the resuits so 
far are reported as generally suc- 
cessful. Their success would be in- 
dicated by the fact that the majority 
of these houses are setting time for 
additional units from time to time, 
and that other houses are opening up 
for these occasional shows. 

In the main it’s still pretty much 
of a catch-as-catch-can proposition 
for most of the units, with no real 
route, but hooked maybe seven or 
10 days in advance. Couple of vaude 
offices in the midwest have had some 
measure of success in laying out 
routes for the $150-a-day units; but 
it’s pretty tough, due to houses drop- 
ping out of the list without notice, 
and others being picked up to fill in. 

Long Jumps 

Main difficulty is in getting con- 
secutive work, with the bookings 
usually calling for at least two or 
three days ‘ayoff out of each week. 
Jumps are in the hundreds of miles 
in m~- / instances, and the payoff 

uiways certain. 

, There are several producers in 
Chicago, Kansas City and other :-.id- 
west towns who are specializing in 
turning out such units, and they 
figure about $35 to $50 a week profit 
out of each one. Boys keep juggling 
to have four or five of these units 
going at the same time. In a great 
many instances, the $150-a-day units 
are owned by the headline act. 

These units are made up of three 








pieces. 
these shows are providing training | 
| ground for new acts. 

One angle on these 


during the pect three years by the 
many tyro shows on radio stations 
throughout the country. 


NINA OLIVETTE ILL 
Chicago, March 9. 
Nina Olivette, because of illness. 
has been forced to take it easy. 
She has dropped out of the 
Scandals’ unit for a couple of weeks’ 
rest. 





SMALL-TIME VAUDE REVIVAL 


+ 











Weakening Appeal | 


Forcing Small Houses Into | 








acts, a line of six girls (sometimes | 


eight) and a band of four or five! Finske’s division of the J. H. Cooper 
Though strictly small-time, | Enterprises, Wilbur Cushman’s units | 


small-time | 
| units is that th*y are becoming the | 
jump-off for the flock of amateur | 
talent which has been brought out | 


| ing with Sioux Falls, 


‘King’s | 


|A. B. Marcus Stages His Own Sitdown 
Strike in Salt L. City; Short Payoff! 








Net? ! 

| 

= 

Saloon in Brooklyn features } 
weekly ‘amateur’ night. 


Using six pro acts booked by 
an agent, each turn being paid 
$1.50. 


PINCH SEATTLE 
UNIT PROD. 
FOR FRAUD 











Seattle, March 9. 
George Hammond, impresario of | 
‘Pavisiennes, girl show organized 
here, arrested in Cheyenne, 
Wyo., following indictment of local 
grand jury. He is charged with us- 
ing mails to defraud, in connection 
with financing the show. 


Postal authorities allege he of- 
fered positions with the show for in- 
vestments of $50 to $150, but that 
such jobs as managers, stage direc- 
tors and assistants did not material- 
ize, nor were the sums collected re- 
turned to ‘investors.’ 


was 





Poor Miami Season 
May Impede F. C.’s 


Expansion Program 





Only the last three weeks saved 
the Florida season of the Miami 
French Casino, with result the F. C. 
management may abandon the spot 
henceforth. Spotty winter business 
the past two seasons makes it a 
hazardous headache. Expansion pro- 
gram of branch French Casinos in 
several key cities, to supplement the 
Broadway and West End (London) 
spots, may: be set back as a result. 

However, with the 1937 Paris 
Exposition, Clifford C. Fischer and 
his associates have elaborate plans 
for a show on the Paris expo’s mid- 
way. Fischer and his wife, Alyce, 
are sailing back Friday (12) for that 
purpose. 


ONCE-WEEKLY SHOWING 
NITE FOR ACTS IN CHI 


Chicago, March 9. 

‘Showing Night’ is to be brought 
back to town at WB’s Stratford here, 
the William Morris agency throwing 
in talent for bookers to look at. 

Will not confine these once-a-week 
sessions to theatre acts alone; idea 
in mind is to present radio and cafe 
acts as well. 








CUSHMAN EXPANDS 


Lincoln, March 9. 
In addition to this spot on L. J. 





have also some into Pueblo, Colo- 
rado Springs, and Greeley, 
rado, with the first playdate March 4. 


| 
in Colo- | 


Deal was set by Finske on a visit to | 
Dallas. 

Also to the Cushman shows went | 
the Minnesota Amusement Co., start- | 
S. D. 


RAND UNIT SET | 
Sally Rand’s unit has been booked 


for Loew’s, Montreal, and Shea's, 
| Toronto, successive weeks beginning | 
April 9. Earle, Philadelphia, will be 
played May 7. 

Three dates are 


on guarantee and | 


percentage basis. 


| eS 
Jackie's 


Salt Lake City, March 9. 
With a final flip of semi-bare 
anatomy, the chorus girls of A. BE. 
‘Revue Continental,’ 
went on a sit-down strike at the 
March 3, 
right before the very eyes of 1,500 


Marcus’ 
50, 
Paramount theatre, here, 


about 


| Salt Lakers. 


The orchestra had swung into a 
snappy tune when a voice backstage 
yelled, ‘Cut the music.’ Out stepped 
the theatre manager, Earl J. Mc- 
Clurg, and said: 

‘The show seems to have gone on 
a sit-@own strike. You may get 
your money back at the box office 
if you wish.’ 

The cash customers proved they 
were not wearied by the 1,096,745 
sit-down strike gags, which have 
cluttered the air waves and front 
pages, by applauding loudly. They 
laughed when the manager made his 
speech, but they didn't laugh when 
the orchestra packed up and left and 
the screen dropped down. Then 
things began to happen. 


Several hundred persons made a 
rush for the box office. Most of the 
cast, including several of the 50 
chorines swarmed into the lobby. 

McClurg and Marcus joined the 
lobby throng and began to argue 
loudly—money was mentioned. The 
police were called. Marcus said he 
had not been paid a full share by 
the theatre. Ray Hendry, assistant 
to the general manager of the Inter- 
mountain Theatres, Inc., said Marcus 
had been overpaid and that the lat- 
ter ordered the curtain down after 
refusing to share part of the ex- 
penses. 

The date was to end March 3. 





Lincoln, March 9. 
New deal for the A. B. Marcus 
show, ‘La Vie Paree,’ has the 76- 
people outfit routed for from four to 
eight months in Australia. Quake, 
which cracked the structure of the 
new Japanese house where it was to 
open, queered for the immediate 
future chances of the show repeating 
in the Orient. 
Show will work up from the south 
and take in China and Japan. Sail- 
ing date is March 17, from Frisco. 


FRENCH EXCHANGE 
GYP ON THE PAYOFF 


London, Feb. 23. 
Latest trick perpetrated on vaude- 
villians playing in France is that re- 
sorted to by one house. Gyp is on 
the exchange, with most of the acts 

be.ng booked for English pounds. 
Acts are asked to accept French 
currency, witn management insisting 
on paying at the rate of 75 francs to 
the pound, whereas the actual rate 


was around 100. Acts rightly 
squawked, and have instituted court 
proceedings, which will be aired in 
the French courts some time this 
year, or maybe next. Paris manager 
knows the snail-like speed of the 
French courts, and says nothing 
meantime. 











Jackie Heller’s Sister Will 
Marry Irving Milis’ Son 


Pittsburgh, March 9. 


Parents of Shirley Heller, 
of Jackie Heller, 


sister 
and also a singer, 


| have announced her engagement to 


Richard Mills, 
Wedding 


son of Irving Mills. 
is being held up pending 
return from Europe. He 
starts back tomorrow (Wednesday) 


after three-month engagement 
abroad. 

She'll be the second member of 
Heller family to marry in the pro- 
fession. Another sister, Celia, also 
| a singer, but retired since her mar- 
| riage, is the wife of Herman Mid- 
dileman, band leader currently at 


Nixon cafe here. 
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Even Nitery 





By CECELIA AGER 
Anybody can get stage-struck: it 
is not just the privilege of the masses. 


The Whitneys have become beloved | 


angels to pictures and Breadway, and 


are also learning to be practical; the 


Rockefellers are characteristically 


high-minded theatre operators and 


earnest night-club entrepreneurs; 
second season as 
St Regis Hotel 
) and its three elegant supper 
Vincent Astor finds 
compelled, with pleasant fre 
to put up the ropes 


while in only his 


promoter of the 


yw. Y 


rooms, himselt 


yuency, 


bul 
the thing that’s eventually going to 
break down the snobbery of 
bi: toward these monied outsiders 
and them accepted socially is 
their alarming ability to make their 
yearning pay. 


Anybody can get stage-struck, 
show 


get 


For they are no longer content just 


to put up the dough, nor do they 
make their forays into the fascinat- 
ing world of show biz as goggle-eyed 


dileittantes. They demand action for 
their bankrolls; they insist upon par- 
ticipating in the management, not 
only in the profits. Like the angels 
of yore, they expect profits; but un- 
like the angels of yore, they do more 
than have faith—-they see to it them- 
selves that they get it. 

And so the staff at the St. Regis 
is not at all uneasy when it sees Mr. 


Astor himself spending long afiter- 
noon hours sitting in the Iridium 


Room, personally auditioning talent, 
for Mr. Astor has made good as a 
producer. He auditioned talent last | 
seasun, and nevertheless his supper 
rooms kept in the black. The only 
gamble these new angels take these 
days is the initial one—their de- 
cision to yield once and for all to 
the lure and go into show biz them- 
selves, by gad. Once in it, they op- 
erate upon a sound and_ sensible 
theory. 


We're running class joints, they say 
to themselves. We're class—so what 
kind of stuff do we go for? Using 
themselves as guinea pigs, they have 
the fairness and the foresight first 
to try it out on themselves. Thus, 
muggs who lay it on the line at the St. 
Regis, for instance, are assured en- 
tertainment that Mr. Astor himself 
goes for, which is entirely different 
from what it might be if a mugg 
were running the joint and dished 
out stuff that he liked. They may | 
even, if they’re lucky, see Mr. Astor, 
now in the guist of a guest—his 
work done, his shirt-sleeves ex- 
changed for tails, his perspicacity 
proved by throngs of happy custom- 
ers—instinctively counting the house 
as he surveys the classy and delight- 
fully paying scene that his personal 
application to show biz—as well as 
that of his equally top-drawer and 
hard-working  confreres hath 
wrought. 


Astor, Obolensky, et al. 


For Mr. Astor is not an arbitrary 


els Can Make Class 
Joints Big B.0.—St. Regis’ Formula 





+ 


the small- 
due hin, 


he statement that only 
<t part of the credit is 
;tnat the so gratifying results come 
|;tom the careful consideration and 
sage suggestions of the whole board, 
Prince Obolensky said that what 
they all were trying to do was bring 








.9 the supper room biz the same 
excellence of production that Gil- 
bert Miller, for example, accords his 
Dlays. They seek, not what Broad- 
ay_is accu ed to, but rather the 
turopean touch. Their .ideals are 
tnste and elegance; their primary 
‘oncern, to create an atmosphere 
They devise rooms that are flattering 
» J { CQ ne that is agreeable 
» Me! 
Lil’ Details—Just Details! 
Nobody realizes, perhaps, the ex- 
acting detail that they go into to 
achieve their effects, but that’s all 


right so long as the sum total regis- 
ters. Their waiters’ uniforms, for 
instance, are cerefully designed 
Joan Crawford final fade-out 


"e as 


as a 


costume: their waiters themselves a 
carefully lected for grace, co-ordi 
nation, definess and a calm of tem- 


perament as a thoroughbred horse. 
No cigaret girls are permitted in any 
f the the St. Regis to in- 
terrupt the smooth flow of serv- 
ice—cigarets wre fetched the 
waiter. No outbursts of kitchen tan- 
trums interfere with the promise 
of the St. theatre dinner, 
which gives its word to get the thea- 
iie-bound patrons finishec and all 
paid up in time to catch the open- 
in curtain—and does. 

Beautifully phrased 
by Julian Street head the indexed 
categories of its wine lists, decora- 
tions in the mood of the room swirl] 
its menus. The wine tariff is 
proportionately cheaper than that of 
small spots in town, in the hope of 


rooms at 
its 


by 


to 


egis 


introduction 


across 


a greater turnover, for the St. Regis 


is aware of the good offices of wine 
in making its patrons happy, and is 
not greedy cbout it: a benevolence of 
attitude discernible again during a 
recent gala in the Iridium Room 
when three of the guests, maddened 
by balloons floating down from the 
ceiling. were discovered hanging 
from the central chandelier, where- 
upon instantly the staff engineer was 


summoned to determine whether the 


central chandelier would much 
longer continue to support. their 
weicht. and the engineer replied 





despot over the goings-on at his St. 


Resis. H2 is nerely the final judge. 
A jury of its peers—Prince Serge 


Obolensky, Count Vasili Adlerberg, 
Manazer James Otto Stack, press 
agent B. S. Bercovici—make propos- 
als as to what they feel the St. 
Reis Set deserves; Mr. Astor only 
disposes. They are, of course, very 
tasty proposals. With Prince Obolen- 
sky, who is not only a very effective 
front man, but an idea man as well. 
they couldn't be otherwise. 


with pride that the St. Regis Iridium 
Room chandelier was designed to 
support a hundred more like them. | 
Thus it is clear that every possible | 
arrangement, both subtle and ob- 
vious, has been thought up at the 
St. Regis to assure the guests a su- 
perior good time. Nor does the | 
board, once it’s got everything going | 
nicely, lie down. Having been class | 
joint patrons itself before it went. 
into the business, it knows that class | 
audiences are satiated quickly, that 
they always want novelties, changes 
| 





of atmosphere, new toys. It remem- 
bers, too, that class persons have the | 
most darndest times when they can | 


ibe induced to create their own 
| games, but that this is the hardest 
thing of all to get them to do. 


It was Prince Obolensky, for in- | 


stance, who thought up the St. Regis’ 
Maisonette Russe. Though Russian 
hot 
be, Prince Obolensky knew it was 
only because nobody’d ever done a 
Russian room right. It would need 
fine food as only the best Russian 
houses used to serve fine food, au- 
thentic atmosphere, appropriate mu- 
sic, careful service, painstaking at- 
ten_ion to detail—the whole suffused 
with taste and elegance and an Astor 
bankroll and distinguished, finally, 
with a certain flair. Well, Prince 
Obolensky put over the Maisonette 
Russe so satisfactorily that soon there 
was the Viennese Roof, with a bal- 
let—not chorus girls, mind you—and 
the Iridium Room, with lighting that 
coaxes out whatever good poinis the 
lady customers have got. 
Now, with three supper 
pulling them in in the nicest way, 
Prinee Obolensky was deferentially 
asiced his theories of night club op- 
eration. Prefacing his answer wiih 


rooms 


| 


| laughing 
spots were dead as dead could | + 


Nevertheless, guided by the daunt- | 
less Prince Obolensky, the board is | 
now engaged in tackling this great | 
| problem, 


and a solution for it is 
even now in sight. The success of 
a recent carnival gave the clue. The 
suests were provided with tissue 


paper ball filled with confetti, which, | 
;} when hurled at somebody, spattered | 
| like Roman 


When at last 
the guests 


candles. 
the carnival broke up, 
waded out ankle-deep in confetti, 
and happy, even though 
worn out from throwing things. 


As a result, the patrons at the St. 


Regis 
quent opportuniqyv 
at each other. 


more fre- 
things 


are to be granted 
to throw 


SARANAC SAN DRIVE 
SET FOR WEEK APR. 30 


Date for this year’s drive for funds 
the Will Rogers Memorial Hos- 
pital, nee NVA Sanatorium, at Sara- 
nac Lake. N. Y., will the week 
of April 30. 

Campaign for funds will entail 
audience collections as well as the 
theatre-tnembership plan instituted 
last year. L. 
man of the drive, 


for 


be 


E. Thompson is chair- | 





| Durbin’s Will 


Kenton, O., March 9. 
The will of W. W. Durbin, regis- 
trar of the U. S. treasury and widely 
known magician, admitted to probate 
here, named the widow, Mrs. Mary 


L. Durbin, sole beneficiary of an es- | 


tate estimated at $10,000. 
A small fortune in tricks and il- 
lusions, which he had_ stored in 


trunks, were left to personal friends, 
amateur and professional magicians. 


nuberts, Todd 
Producing Vaude 
Tab of ‘Abroad 


Mike ‘Todd, Chicago unit producer, 
is producing a vaude tab, ‘At Home 
Abroad,’ musical that ran at the 
Winter Garden, N. Y., last winter. 
Shuberts, who produced the legit 
‘Abroad,’ are in on the vaude ver- 
sion. 


Tab, 





not 
identified 
of the 
will be 
figured to 


will 
players 


Some 


now being cast, 
of the 
tinal. 
and scenery 
wever. Show is 
be ready early in April. 
Will be first vaude 
which. Shuberts have 
ested since tab tour 
Prince’ three years azo. 


con- 


ori 
Re 
sones, Skits 


used, hi 
venture in 
been inter- 


of ‘Student 


F&M BOOKING SHOWS 
FOR MAYFAIR, CLEVE. 


Mayfair Casino, Cleveland, has 
signatured exclusive booking con- 
tract with Fanchon & Marco. Deal, 
effective March 19, is for four weeks, 


with options, 

Opening show will include line of 
18 girls, with four or five acts. 
Harry Propper is back as operator of 
the Mayfair and Arthur Knorr will 
produce the shows for F. & M. Will 
operate temporarily on budget of 
about $2.000 a week. Bands will be 
booked independently. 

Fanchon & Marae also has 16-girl 
line at the Michigan Theatre (Par) 
Detroit. currently. Troupe goes to 
Palace (RKO), Cleveland, next week 
and then heads for Palace, Chicago. 





Hale, Hickey, Robinson 
In Unit Prod. Combine 


Clarke Robinson, Chester Hale and | 
John Hickey have formed an indie 


| vaude unit producing combine with 


New York headquarters. 


Trio’s first production effort as a ary for years, suddenly discover that | 


trio was ‘World's Fair on Parade’ for 
R* O, which opens Friday (12) at 
Keith's, Boston. 








Philly Shakedown Mob Uncovered — 


Victimizing Around Dozen Niteries 


> 





| 


Old Buffalo Blue Law 


Threatens Nite Clubs 


Buffalo, March 9. 
Nitery and dance hall owners here 
were unexpectedly confronted with 


1 20-year-old blue law when an in- 


vestigation in connection with new 
regulations revealed an old ordi- 
nance prohibiting dancing after mid- 
night on Saturdays and after 1 a. m. 
weekdays 

With the old ordinance now 
brought to light, nitery ops are jit- 
| tery over the possibility of eniorce- 
ment despite the siate liquor regu- 
lations permitting taverns to provide 
music and dancing until 3 a. m. 





Contract-Flashing 


Gimmick Invades 


pinoy ttn 





Philadelphia, March 9. 
Cringing with the fear that their 
places will be wrecked, or that they 
and their families will be harmed, 
owners of almost a dozen nite spots 
|here are paying weekly tribute to 


a strong-arm gang, it was learned 
this week. Philly, until the past few 
months, had been comparatively 


free of racketeers. 


Police declare they do not believe 


| the present gang victimizing cabaret 


connected 
York outfit. 


owners is 


New 


They are of the opinion 


with any 


that the mob is headed by a former 
chieftain of the numbers racket 
here, who maintained headquarters 


in Upper Darby. 


hi Nitery Field 


Chicago, March 9. 
worst cut-throat angles of 
book- 


ing office conniving is being revived 


All 


old-time 


the 


independent vaude 


around this territory by some of the 


nite club agents. These tactics are 
s‘oughing what looked like a real 


opportunity to build up the cabaret 
field for the 
legitimate agencies. 

Of all the tricks, the worst is the 
revival of the phoney contract-flash- 


as a lucrative outlet 


Agents are flashing phoney 
club 
indicate 


ing gag. 


paper on the nite operators, 


contracts which that acts 
which have a regular salary of, say, 
$250, are working for $150 or $175. 
Operators believe these 
contracts and yelp to the agents who 
later submit the same acts for their 


ers ask the first agent to deliver the 
act at the price listed in the phoney 
c>..tract, there is always the ready 
excuse that the act isn’t available 
just at that time, and the agent tries 
to sell another act in its place. 
Result is a completely jumbled set 
|of salaries, with no standard or basis 
lof negotiation for a great number of 
|acts. Acts which have had a set sal- 


nit. club operators have been quoted 
| Salaries far below what these acts 


|} would accept. 





Benny the Bum and 


Philly Union Head 


phoney | 


Neighbors Must Okay 


right salaries. When the nitery own- | 


| 


land 


| Grove 


nite 


So far, none of the big mid-town 
spots has been approached. 
Activity has been confined to the 
smaller wine-and-dineries. All those 
now paying the weekly protection 
ee are located in North Philadelphia 
and Frankford. First spots hit were 
those cutting their liquor, staying 
open after hours, and otherwise 
operating illegally. They are in no 
position to squawk. 

First attempt to shift activities to 
the bigger cabarets resulted in the 
half-hour melee Vetween tough guys 
detectives in the Cocoanut 

last week. In addition to 


| damage done fixtures and furniture, 


| the 





Patch Up Squabble, But Not Positively 


Philadelphia, March 9. 
Benny the Bum has finally reached 
an agreement with the 
Union, but the Bum 
not by a long shot. 
the settlement, Benny agreed to pay 


the Union $967, which it claimed he | 


owed for overtime. In return, the 
Union removed the band from the 
Bum’s nitery which latter claimed 
‘loused up the joint’ with its rotten 


| music. 
The Union also agreed to supply— | 


and Benny agreed to accept—a new 
band. And there’s the catch. The 
Union installed Howard  Lanin’s 
crew, house band at WFIL. Benny 
has no objection to this music, but 
maintains the Union is ‘lousing him 


up. And as soon as the contract 
with the Local expires out goes 
Lanin. he says. Benny is going to 


bring in a band from New York, so 
he doesn’t have to deal with A. A. 
Tomei, president of the Philly Local, 
he declares.. 

Tomei and the Bum, it seems, don’t 
along. Their antipathy had its 
start many months ago, reached its 
‘limax in Benny's basement cocktail 
room last Tuesday afternoon (9), hit 
| another high in a magistrate’s office, 
j and had denouement before the 
| Mayor’s labor relations board. 

Tomei and Rex Riccardi, secretary 


set 
rel 


its 


Musicians | 
isn’t satisfied, | 
By the terms of | 


of the Union, went to see Benny last 


Tuesday about his overtime bill. The | 


meeting ended in a slight disagree- 
ment. Benny said nobody could 
make a bum out of him and put the 
two men out. He charged them with 
breach of the peace. But who actu- 
| ally breached the peace is a matter 
of doubt. Benny said Tomei swung 
first. Tomei charged that Benny met 
| him with five tough waiters and 
socked him on the jaw. 


At the magistrate’s hearing, Benny 
| shouted: ‘I don’t owe them any- 


thing. I paid them $10,000 in the last 


two months and these stubs prove it.’ | 


He tossed a bunch of cancelled 
checks at the magistrate. ‘The or- 
chestra has ruined me both physi- 
cally and financially,’ he said, ‘and 
my place is now $20,000 in the red 
because of it.’ 
other Mussolini.’ 


widespread publicity has seri- 
ously hurt business, manager Harry 
Hahn declared. He denied, however, 
that any actual request to pay off 
was made by the three men who in- 
vaded the place. 

' Judge Harry McDevitt severely 
criticized two magistrates yesterday 
(Monday) for releasing under bail 
two of the men indicted in the 
Cocoanut Grove battle. They were 
held in $10,000 bond each. Sched- 
uled to go to trial on aggravated as- 
sault and battery charges yesterday, 
their attorneys demanded a pos.- 
ponement on the grounds that they 
were being ‘railroaded’ and were 
taken from th» hospital before they 
had recovered from injuries suffered 
in the brawl. Judge McDevitt grant- 
ed a continuance until Friday (12). 





Niteries for Sound 


Atlanta, March 9. 

Death blow to niteries in Fulton 
(Atlanta) county is seen in ruling of 
County Commissioners that dance 
hall owners must present petitions 
from 51% of surrounding residents 
if they wish to remain in business. 
All operators, whether they have 
obtained permits or not, must pre- 
sent such petitions. 

Public hearing will be held on the 
question March 17, at which time the 
petition to close the Riverdale Arena 
will be heard also. Commission, at 
its meeting March 3, received prop- 
erty-owners’ petition protesting re- 
newal of nitery’s license and Frank 
Bettis, proprietor, was ordered to 
obtain a favorable petition from 
majority of residents or else. 


Stanley’s 2d Show 


Pittsburgh, March 9. 
For second show following its re- 
turn to flesh Friday (12) with ‘Folies 
Internationale’ from Chi’s French 
Casino, Stanley has lined up Johnny 





Hamp’s band, Stepin Fetchit and 
Samuels Brothers. That’s for the 
week of March 19 and it marks re- 
turn engagements within the year 
for both Fetchit and the Samuelses. 

Nothing has been set yet for 
Easter Week, although efforts are 
being made to book either Ted 
Lewis’ band or Ritz Bros. 


He called Tomei ‘an- | 


Stanley still holds contracts with 
Guy Lombardo, Shep Fields, Eddy 


Duchin and flock of other name 
| bands, but they’re ‘when available’ 
agreements and management so far 


The Magistrate was impressed by | 


| the Bum’s speechmaking. 


to hold Tomei and Riccardi for 
court. But at this point, M. Herbert 
Syme. counsel for the labor board. 
stepped in. He said he thought he 
could get the boys out of the 
trenches, and the Magistrate con- 
tinued the hearing for a week. It 


was at the session that followed that 
the settlement was reached. 


He agreed | 


hasn’t been able to pencil in any of 
them definitely. 


Rose in Paradise Unit 


Harry Rose will top-line the Para- 
dise Revue,’ vaude unit produced by 
the Paradise Restaurant, New York. 

Joins the show at Loew's, Mon- 


treal, Friday (12). 








| 
‘ 
p 
4 


el od 


— 








Th 
for 1 
end 
can 
June 
grou 
Gen 
tere: 
plan 
Bill: 
Wor 
opel 

Cc 
in ! 
end 
Gec 
enti 

C 
run 
line 
Vel 
wit 
def 
ma 
not 
tra 
she 

I 

Rit 

ani 

for 


~ 


mOn serrate 


a. Li ot om 


ah matt 


- 
* , 





we a! 


=—_wv 





: 
3 
2 
t 
: 


i dle iE Ss 


i aaabdiat rays. 


LIEU OR 





Wednesday, March 10, 1937 








SMALL-TIME VAU 





VAUD 


E—NITE CLUBS 








VARIETY 47 





=e 
—i 








Name Bands Set for Dallas Expo; 
Fio Rito, Vallee, Then Phil Harris 


Three name bands have been set 
for the first 12 weeks of the nitery 
end of the Greater Texas-Pan Ameri- 
can Exposition, opening in Dallas 
June 12. Auditorium on the expo 
grounds, which last year held the 
General Motors exhibit, is being al- 
tered to house an elaborate nitery 
planned to offer stiff competish to 
Billy Rose’s Casa Manana at the Ft. 
Worth Frontier Days Celebration, 
opening June 1. 

Charles J. Freeman, of Paramount 
in New York, is booking the nitery 
end of the Dallas expo through 
George Marshall, general sports and 
entertainment director. 

Opening nitery show in Dallas, to 
run for four weeks, will be co-head- 
lined by Ted Fio Rito’s band and 
Veloz and Yolanda, ballroom team, 
with the rest of the production not 
definitely determined. While the re- 
mainder of the show’s contents will 
not be set till a producer is con- 
tracted, a line of 32 girls plus 18 
show girls is tentatively planned. 

Rudy Vallee’s band follows Fio 
Rito’s for two weeks starting July 10, 
and then Phil Harris’ crew goes in 
for six weeks, opening July 24. 

Several N. Y. producers are under 
consideration by Marshall to take 
complete charge of the Dallas expo’s 
nitery end, with a deal expected to 
be set later this week. 

John Murray Anderson, as last 
year, will do the Billy Rose pro- 
ductions in Ft. Worth. 





Femme Imps. or Beef 
Trusters Dominate Det. 
Nite Club Entertainment 


Detroit, March 9. 

Femme imps, and beef-trust gals 
have a strangle-hold on Detroit’s 
nitery entertainment biz. 

No less than four of town’s major 
spots are currently featuring all- 
male revues. ‘America’s most beauti- 
ful men and talented impersonators.’ 
Spots playing this type entertain- 
ment include Club Frontenac, Club 
Villa D, Gamble Inn, and Windsor 
Cafe. 

About a score of nite spots are 
playing beef trust revues, following 
success of Harry Russell’s unit at 
Corktown Tavern, which ran about 
20 weeks. 


Peyton, in Jail, Faces 
$25,000 Suit for Assault 


Pittsburgh, March 9. 

More trouble is facing Eddie Pey- 
ton, maestro and roadhouse pro- 
prietor here, now rounding out first 
year of one-to-three-year term in 
county workhouse for assault and 
battery. He’s being haled _ into 
court again next week to face civil 
action for $25,000 damages brought 
by Leonard Calder, who claims he 
was beaten up by Peyton in latter’s 
nitery. 

Since he was jailed, Peyton has 
twice appealed for a parole, but 
turned down on both octasions by 
state board. He’s also become 
a father in the meantime, his wife, 
Bertha Peyton, former dancer, hav- 
ing given birth to a son five months 
ago. 

Peyton is now approaching parole 
period on his term and likely that 
he will shortly be freed. He hasn’t 
made any plans yet, but it’s under- 
stood he’ll reopen his roadhouse. 
Until his imprisonment, it was one of 
most prosperous in the district. 


AFA’s 3d Benefit 


American Federation of Actor’s 
third annual benefit in New York 
will be held April 25 (Sunday) at the 
Metropolitan Opera House. 

Rudy Vallee, AFA’s prexy, is 
chairman of the arrangements com- 
mittee, 




















Rent Billing 





Chicago, March 9. 

Playing a hideaway date last 
week-end, the act of Tyler, 
Thorne and Post used _ the 
phoney i.ame of Mark, Riddle 
and Collins. 

Latter names are monickers, 
respectively, of the night clerk, 
manager and operator of the 
Croyden Hotel here. Might be 
a new way of paying off. 


J. H. HODGDON 
SUCCUMBS T0 
AUTO HURTS 











John H. (Jack) Hodgdon, 50, 
former vaude booker with Keith- 
Albee and finally RKO till 1930, died 
Monday (8) night in Harlem hos- 
pital, N. Y., a half-hour after he was 
struck by a New York sanitation 
truck at 13lst street and Seventh 


avenue. He was run down as he 
stepped off the curbstone. 


Almost totally deaf, Hodgdon had 
been in retirement since leaving 
RKO just prior to the advent of the 
last Martin Beck-George Godfrey 
booking office regime. He was ac- 
customed to taking long walks alone, 
and it was on one of these that he 
met death about two miles from his 
home. 

Son of Samuel K. Hodgdon, Keith 
and Keith-Albee general booking 
manager for 40 years, who died in 
1922, Jack and his brother, Raymond 
H., joined the Keith-Albee booking 
office clerical staff in 1909, later be- 
coming show-buyers under their 
father. Jack remained a booker to 
the end of his stay with RKO, while 
his brother Ray, after serving as a 
captain overseas in the World War, 
returned to become an agent. Ray 
later returned to the booking office, 
but is now manager of RKO’s Green- 
point theatre in Brooklyn. 

Besides his brother, Jack Hodgdon 
is survived by his widow and a 
daughter, 13. Funeral services will 
be held Thursday from Campbell’s, 
New York, with burial in the Hodg- 
| don family plot in Kensico Ceme- 
| tery, Westchester. 


F&M SHELVING ST. L. 
PIT-BAND POLICY 


St. Louis, March 9. 
Stage hands and musicians at the 
Ambassador here, Fanchon & 
Marco’s downtown deluxer, have 
been given two weeks’ notice and 
pit-band policy will be discontinued 
at conclusion of engagement of Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians March 18. 
Abandonment of stage shows at Am- 
bassador leaves only St. Louis thea- 
tre, F&M midtown combo house, and 
Garrick theatre offering vaude. 
Ambassador resumed stage shows 
Oct. 2 last. F & M found that while 
name attractions such as Paul 
Whiteman, Ben Bernie, Olsen and 
Johnson and Francis Lederer drew 
biz, nut was too great for the house 
to show a profit. . 














Sullivan Back at State 


Ed Sullivan, columnist for the New 
York News, has been booked by 


Loew’s for the State on Broadway 
week of April 8. He'll headline the 
stage show in conjunction with 


Grace Moore's ‘When You're in Love’ 
(Col). 

Sullivan’s stage salary this time is 
$2,250. 
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1-AY UNIT |A. B. Marcus Stages His Own Sitdown 
Strike in Salt L. City; Short Payoff? 


TIME GROWING 





Duals’ Weakening Appeal 
and Washup of Giveaways 
Forcing Small Houses Into | 
Stage Policies—Units of | 
10-18 People Absorbing 
Radio Amateurs 





TRAINING GROUND 





While big-time vaude sinks lower 
and lower to the point of extinction, 
on the opposite side of the fence the 
small-time nickel-and-dime type of 
vaude is undergoing a tremendous 
revival. 

Back again are the smallest of 
honky-tonky vaude units, carrying 
from 10 to 18 people, traveling in 


autos and cooking their own meals. 
Back also are acts finding themselves 
stranded in towns with  unpro- 
nounceable names and a dozen miles 
away from the nearest railroad stop. 

In the past two years there has 
been a steady trend towards small- 
time vaude units playing for $150 a 
day average, running as low as $75 
for some of the shows and maybe 
as high as $225 for the very big units 
on Saturdays and Sundays. In the 
past couple of months this trend has 
zoomed into boom proportions. The- 
atres which haven't seen anything 
even resembling a live actor for 
years are suddenly taking chances 
with vaude in a $150 gamble. 

This flesh stuff in the smallies 
follows the exhibitors’ discovery that 
the giveaway racket is washed up— 
if not by law, then by sheer exhaus- 
tion of its box-office possibilities— 
and that even double features don’t 
have the wallop they used to. These 
are the houses which are returning 
to vaude trials, and the results so 
far are reported as generally suc- 
cessful. Their success would be in- 
dicated by the fact that the majority 
of these houses are setting time for 
additional units from time to time, 
and that other houses are opening up 
for these occasional shows. 

In the main it’s still pretty much 
of a catch-as-catch-can proposition 
for most of the units, with no real 
route, but hooked maybe seven or 
10 days in advance. Couple of vaude 
offices in the midwest have had some 
measure of success in laying out 
routes for the $150-a-day units; but 
it’s pretty tough, due to houses drop- 
ping out of the list without notice, 
and others being picked up to fill in. 

Long Jumps 

Main difficulty is in getting con- 
secutive work, with the bookings 
usually calling for at least two or 
three days ‘ayoff out of each week. 
Jumps are in the hundreds of miles 
in many instances, and the payoff 
not always certain. 

There are several producers in 
Chicago, Kansas City and other :.id- 
west towns who are specializing in 
turning out such units, and they 
figure about $35 to $50 a week profit 
out of each one. Boys keep juggling 
to have four or five of these units 
going at the same time. In a great 
many instances, the $150-a-day units 
are owned by the headline act. 








Net? 


Saloon in Brooklyn 
weekly ‘amateur’ night. 

Using six pro acts booked by 
an agent, each turn being paid 
$1.50. 


features | 














These units are made up of three 
acts, a line of six girls (sometimes 
eight) and a band of four or five 
pieces. Though strictly small-time, | 
these shows are providing training | 
ground for new acts. 

One angle on these small-time 
units is that th*y are becoming the | 
jump-off for the flock of amateur | 
talent which has been brought out | 
during the pect three years by the | 
many tyro shows on radio stations | 
throughout the country. | 





NINA OLIVETTE ILL 
Chicago, March 9. 


Nina’ Olivette, because of illness. | Toronto, successive weeks beginning | fession. 
Earle, Philadelphia, will be | 


has been forced to take it easy. 

She has dropped out of the ‘King’s | 
Scandals’ unit for a couple of weeks’ 
rest. 


| rado, with the first playdate March 4. 








PINCH SEATTLE 
UNIT PROD. 
FOR FRAUD 


Seattle, March 9. 
George Hammond, impresario of | 
‘Parisiennes, girl show organized 
here, was arrested in Cheyenne, 
Wyo., following indictment of local 
grand jury. He is charged with us- 
ing mails to defraud, in connection 
with financing the show. 


Postal authorities allege he of- 
fered positions with the show for in- 
vestments of $50 to $150, but that 
such jobs as managers, stage direc- 
tors and assistants did not material- 
ize, nor were the sums collected re- 
turned to ‘investors.’ 





Poor Miami Season 
May Impede F. C.’s 
Expansion Program 





Only the last three weeks saved 
the Florida season of the Miami 
French Casino, with result the F. C. 
management may abandon the spot 
henceforth. Spotty winter business 
the past two seasons makes it a 


hazardous headache. Expansion pro- 
gram of branch French Casinos in 
several key cities, to supplement the 
Broadway and West End (London) 
spots, may: be set back as a result. 

However, with the 1937 Paris 
Exposition, Clifford C. Fischer and 
his associates have elaborate plans 
for a show on the Paris expo’s mid- 
way. Fischer and his wife, Alyce, 
are sailing back Friday (12) for that 
purpose. 


ONCE-WEEKLY SHOWING 
NITE FOR ACTS IN CHI 


Chicago, March 9. 

‘Showing Night’ is to be brought 
back to town at WB’s Stratford here, 
the William Morris agency throwing 
in talent for bookers to look at. 

Will not confine these once-a-week 
sessions to theatre acts alone; idea 
in mind is to present radio and cafe 
acts as well. 


SS Wee 


CUSHMAN EXPANDS 


Lincoln, March 9. 
In addition to this spot on L. J. 
Finske’s division of the J. H. Cooper 
Enterprises, Wilbur Cushman’s units 
have also some into Pueblo, Colo- 
rado Springs, and Greeley,. in Colo- 








| Paramount theatre, here, 








Deal was set by Finske on a visit to 
Dallas. 

Also to the Cushman shows went | 
the Minnesota Amusement Co., start- | 
ing with Sioux Falls, S. D. 


RAND UNIT SET 
Sally Rand’s unit has been booked | 
for Loew’s, Montreal, and Shea’s, | 


April 9. 
played May 7. 

Three dates are on guarantee and 
percentage basis. 





Salt Lake City, March 9. 


With a final flip of semi-bare 
anatomy, the chorus girls of A. B™ 
| Marcus’ ‘Revue Continental,’ about 


50, went on a sit-down strike at the 
March 3, 
right before the very eyes of 1,500 
Salt Lakers. 


The orchestra had swung into a 
snappy tune when a voice backstage 
yelled, ‘Cut the music.’ Out stepped 
the theatre manager, Earl J. Mc- 
Clurg, and said: 

‘The show seems to have gone on 
a sit-@own strike. You may get 
your money back at the box office 
if you wish.’ 

The cash customers proved they 
were not wearied by the 1,096,745 
sit-down strike gags, which have 
cluttered the air waves and front 
pages, by applauding loudly. They 
laughed when the manager made his 
speech, but they didn’t laugh when 
the orchestra packed up and left and 
the screen dropped down. Then 
things began to happen. 


Several hundred persons made a 
rush for the box office. Most of the 
cast, including several of the 50 
chorines swarmed into the lobby. 


McClurg and Marcus joined the 
lobby throng and began to argue 
loudly—money was mentioned. The 
police were called. Marcus said he 
had not been paid a full share by 
the theatre. Ray Hendry, assistant 
to the general manager of the Inter- 
mountain Theatres, Inc., said Marcus 
had been overpaid and that the lat- 
ter ordered the curtain down after 
refusing to share part of the ex- 
penses. 

The date was to end March 3. 





Lincoln, March 9. 
New deal for the A. B. Marcus 
show, ‘La Vie Paree,’ has the 76- 
people outfit routed for from four to 
eight months.in Australia. Quake, 
which cracked the structure of the 
new Japanese house where it was to 
open, queered for the immediate 
future chances of the show repeating 
in the Orient. 
Show will work up from the south 
and take in China and Japan. Sail- 
ing date is March 17, from Frisco. 


FRENCH EXCHANGE 
GYP ON THE PAYOFF 


London, Feb. 23. 
Latest trick perpetrated on vaude- 
villians playing in France is that re- 
sorted to by one house. Gyp is on 
the exchange, with most of the acts 

being booked for English pounds. 
Acts are asked to accept French 
currency, with management insisting 
on paying at the rate of 75 francs to 
the pound, whereas the actual rate 


was around 100. Acts rightly 
squawked, and have instituted court 
proceedings, which will be aired in 
the French courts some time this 
year, or maybe next. Paris manager 
knows the snail-like speed of the 
French courts, and says nothing 
meantime. 











Jackie Heller’s Sister Will 
Marry Irving Mills’ Son 


Pittsburgh, March 9. 


Parents of Shirley Heller, sister 
of Jackie Heller, and also a singer, 


| have announced her engagement to 


Richard Mills, son of Irving Millis. 
Wedding is being held up pending 
Jackie’s return from Europe. He 
starts back tomorrow (Wednesday) 


after three-month engagement 
| abroad. 
She'll be the second member of 


Heller family to marry in the pro- 
Another sister, Celia. also 
a singer, but retired since her mar- 
riage, is the wife of Herman Mid- 
dleman, band leader currently at 
Nixon cafe here. 
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Nitery Reviews 


PERSIAN ROOM 


(Hisiel Plaza, N. Y.) 
The Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room is 





| sical. 
| erous and consistently socko. 
Paul Drapei’s taps follow 


Their supper routine is gen- 


| 
and Girardo is swank, with excellent 
repertoire and a rumba 
stylized. Ensemble is an all 
dancing outfit but, what’s 
portant in a late spot, 
flashy lookers. 
Music is by Baron Elliott, a local 
| outfit, but with 


right 


they're all 


doing strong business, and deserv- | and in bctween Pancho gives out | show. Since ‘eopening recently, 
edly, despite the Lent advent, in an! versatile rhythms ranging trom the 'Ross has dropped the cover and has 
environment where the seasonal per- Latin to the Lindy’s brand. Will gone over to the minimum check, 


iod normally might be felt. The! 
reason for the box office is a strong 
combination in The Hartmans, clever 


is also on the Plaza’s 








| McCune, a quite Duchinesque combo, | §1.50 on week nights and $2 on Satur- 
music roster 
as the cockiail session dansapators. | priced. 


Drinks and food all reasonably 
Cohen. 


day. 


“ie : : N . smimiclag « Dawes < > . 
dance satirisis, doubling from ‘Red,| New wrinkles at the Persian Room. oom 
Hot and Blue’; Paul Draper (New male othe aired a 
Acts). and Pancho and his crack| ™isht well emulate, is a drink- R A INBOW ROOM N . & 
at : guage. This permits leaving the bot- ’ . 
dansapation This setup succeeds} 5 os E PEK 1) ; : 
the perennial Eddy Duchin-Tony and tles ; inchored on the table Phe 3ig wow at Jack Rockefeller's 
Renee DeMarco combo. who have! 2Uests may pour to their pleasure, | saloon these days is Alec Templeton 
long since made the Persian such a the suverimposed strip of paper, bsp ‘New Acts), blind pianist, who came 
ve wit he class ste r- rs its indicators, gauging the number | to attention with Jack Hylton around 
: Tr " a th ary oie , it “é drinks when the check comes | Chicago last yea Templeton is an 
1e irtmans, alumni o 1e ni * | We i Bi Ye view t . rh : ok ae a . : 
erica savihagg oes + at he arith, | Seen From the hous viewpoint. | Englishman, about 27, who knows 
en ook ag A age Ay t's certainly a gross stimulator and! his Steinway showmanship, which 
#h< tides and trends, constantly em- hrool for no delays in vice to bestinddion : ht of any ‘sympathy’ 
bellishing their dance hoku with , P - TOOKS nousn may ee ee 
pp nie Pi ggeuae ae he pernaps mpatienily thirsty CUS- | anpn-al 
some magic nonsense the salient | tome: ee oe np 
feature of which is that, kiddingly Otherw the same standard ob- New lineup at the R. R. tees off 
: 4 - pasar: : y } . ‘ t we’ ‘ ri > >» « 
or not, some of the tricks are punchy tain 350 table d’hote and a $1.50-| ™ ith Sue Hastines marion¢ tte show 
and quite baffling. It’s kiddin’ on ¢950 couvert: and formal. of course (New Acts).a rather lethargic start, 
the square and, done with seeming | ~~” ei Abel "| made so chiefly by overlength. Ariel 
ease and insouciance, it’s that much ee 3 ; Perry, harpist, does interlude solos 
more effective. The Hartmans, of to self-voealizing. There’s a comely 
course, shouldn't be cauzht at the SHOW BOAT newcomer. Aurelia Colomo, who doe 
dinner frolic, which is a quickie, as Spanish songs. She’s a Mexican 
4 _ , ; . « ‘ Ta > « 1 
they must make the Freedley mu- (PITTSBURGH) girl, about 19, quite attractive, and 
: packs potentialities. 
Pittsburgh, March 2. For the rest, Glen Gray and the 
Tough luck has been pursuing | Casa Loma Orchestra hold ove 
OLIVE Show Boat last few ye Dut young | Gray Has now thrown away his x 
Furey Ross, latest impresario, 1s | and gone up on the podium for the 
A N vy) R E E determined to put spot back on its | baton routine. Heretofore, the band’s 
feet. He’s pouring fresh dough into | violinist waved the stick and Gray 
the venture week by week, getting | sat in with his boys, much as George 
and AL back into the public prints and 
bringing on entertainment that re- 
SAMUE [ me calls the place’s hey-day. 
Show Boat, five years ago, was 


Pittsburgh’s outstanding nitery. but a 
raid on its gambling quarters up- 
| stairs started spot downward. Then 
Frieda Pope took it over, lost her bar 
license for violations and it was in 
eclipse for another year. This sea- 
|son Ross got possession and was on 


‘Well Intended Buffoonery’ 


CASCADE (Palais 
Prague, Czechoslovakia 
March Ist to 15th 


de Danse) 


March 


Permanent Foreign Mailing Address 





American-Express, Paris, France the way to a moderate click when 
|'the flood came along and down it 
went again. 








| But Ross is persistent, despite that 
location is against it, inasmuch as 
cafe trade seems to have moved up- 
|town, club may recapture some of 
its faded glory with half a chance. 
|Current revue is by far the best 
| that’s been spotted here in many a 
' moon and word to that effect is get- 
| ting around. That may be just what 


ALWAYS WORKING 
“WHITEY” 


AL. ROBERTS 


Now at Levaggi’s Cafe, Boston 
Rep.: Irving Charnoff 














spot needs. 

ee . | Show’s headed by singing Tom 
Barry, who also m.c.’s, and his 
AGENTS ‘Love, What Are You Doing in My 
Heart’ and ‘You’ve Got Me Under 
Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent Your Skin’ are in topnotch balled 
1 “areeting Cards style. Vivacious Manya_ Roberti, 

n Boxed Assortments : 
Very Liberal Commissions sister of Lyda Roberti and with 


|something of a radio rep, gets a lot 
of hot-cha in her Polish swing and 
shows signs of becoming a ringside 


Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. Y. 
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BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW YORK 
Bryant 9-7600 





J. H. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 








| favorite, while dance team of Nadine | 





STUART MORGAN 
DANCERS 


CURRENTLY 


THE VERSAILLES, NEW YORK 


New York Daily News, Feb. 3rd, BROADWAY (at Miami). 
-~-By Ed Sullivan. 
“The Greatest act I've ever seen here is the adagio foursom 
the Stuart Morgan Dancers at the Royal Pelm Garden’ 
New York Daily News, March tth, BROADWAY. 
~—By Ed Sullivan. 
“CIreatest dancing act on Bulb Boulevard, the Stuart Morgan 
Dancers at the Versailles.” 
Personal Direction, MAURICE GOLDEN 


Radio City, New Vork 


-— 


K K O Building, 





Olsen and Abe Lyman used to squat 
at their drums -until a VARIETY mugg 


told ’em to throw the traps away 
and become maestros. It made for 
better showmanship and the same 


applies to Gray who, in modesty of 
a co-operative band organization. 
lent his name to the Casa Loma 
orchestra, but didn’t place himself 
visibly at its helm. Considering that 
Gray is quite an imposing gent up 
front, it’s about time. 

Don Azpiazu and his crack Cuban- 
American orchestra is another hold- 
over. Azpiazu was quite some pump- 
kins in the pioneering Cuban rhumba 
band days. This, of course, is a 
hybrid combo, recruited chiefly in 
the U. S., and it has shaped up very 
well since first heard, some six 
weeks back. Another staple hold- 
ever here is Dr. Sydney Ross. the 


table-magic worker, with the Ph.D. 
(London) degree, who certainly 
can't be a better philosopher than 
he’s a mystifyer. Been here seven 
months now and quite a Rainbow 
Room institution. 


For the rest, the same conservative 
tophat trade turns out at $3.50 a 
copy for the table d’hotes§ and 


that’s | 


more im- | 


smart dansapation | 
: ; The | and a knack for supplying an attrac- 
Hartmans, after a_ dance interlude. | tive musical background for a floor 


couvert $1.50 and $2.50 (Saturdays) | 


after.10. New greeter at the door 
| is Francois, in Aresi’s place. Fran- 
cois has been around in some of the 
top spots thotels, etc.) and should 


| prove quite an asset. but Aresi also | 


knew his stuff until 
other happened to displease the R.R. 
board of management. Abel. 


POWATAN 


(DETROIT) 
Detroit, March 3. 
Through 10 years as a private club 





the Powatan is Detroit’s oldest and 
perhaps most aristocratic nitery. At 
least it takes pains about its 
shows. drinks and cuisine. 
Located in an old mansion on the 
near-north side-of town, spot has 
| an atmosphere all its own. Like 
| most old-mansion niteries, the Powa- 
tan is small, seating only around 200 
in the dance room and cocktail bar 





combined. But unlike majority of 
this type spots, it’s nicely planned 
| and artistically decorated. Named 
for an Indian chief. the Powatan 


| carries out the injun theme well. al- 
| though not as expertly as it could 
| be. 

Althouzh liauor and food 
are pretty stiff. Powatan 
cover but exacts $2 minimum per 
person nightly. Seot, manaved bv 
Sammy Sofferin, caters to the older 
crowd chiefly: a larger dance floor 


prices 
has no 


and the past five open to the public. | 


floor 


something or | 


| COCOANUT GROVE 


(PARK CENTRAL, N, Y.) 


Only for a finale rhumba fillip 
does one suspect why Bill Powers 
labeled the floor show ‘Cuban Fan- 
tasy.’ It's more Loew’s State than 
anything else, only longer and, as 
result, not as effective. 

Roscoe Ails, m.c.’s; Betty Lewis, 
| taps; Ruth Denning, blues; Dorothy 
| Jeffers, another dance specialist: 
| Sandino and Fairchild, dancers; 8 
ponies and four showgirls (atter 
seemingly chosen by weight) and 
Jerry Blaine’s band comprise the 
show. Outstanders are the _ ball- 
roomolgists, Sandino and Fairchild. 

Ails, vaude vet, must have felt 
that it’s compulsory to be double- 
entendree in a nitery, but consider- 
ing that the Cocoanut Grove, atop 
the Park Central Hotel, gets a boy- 
and-girl $1.25 and $1.50 table d’hote 
patronage—most of it for dinner 

somehow doesn’t jell. Ails really 
sets to ’em with his stepping, being 
heralded as the creator of the 
‘shuffle’ dance which, however, is 


dated. Considering his okay work 
with the sprightly Betty Lewis in 
the truckin’ and susy-Q, he might 


curtail the ‘shuffle’ portion of it. 
Revuette is a rather loose affair—a 


succession of line numbers and spe- 
cialties. Considering the bargain 


scale, of course, much shouldn't. be 
expected. But the policy might give 
itself a better break by cutting down 
on the numbers and making the one 
yr two stand up with some pr 
tion thought. 


Blaine’s band okay for the 


aqauce- 


hoof. 
Abel. 


CHEZ AMI 


(BUFFALO) 
Buffalo, March 9. 
Spots may come and spots may go 
in Buffalo night life, but Phil 
gone’s Chez Ami looks perennial. 
When six years ago Amigone sank 
a good-sized fortune in the forme! 
Little Art Cinema building on Dela- 


Ami- 


ware avenue to install an elevated 
dance platform, a revolving bar, ter- 
raced dining accommodations . and 
futuristic art and lighting effects, 
there was a great wagging of heads 
by the wise ones. When there fol- 
lowed several years’ litigation 
through the highest courts over the 
Chez’ liquor license, it looked like 


curtains for the spot, but all of the 
jams seem now to have been ironed 
out and the place is operating 
smoothly and with plenty of class. 

Chez features a $1.50 dinner in the 
early evening, with dancing and 
floor show, and in addition under- 
scores heavily in advertising the re- 
volving bar. A special Saturday 
luncheon and matinee is also being 
plugged with excellent results. All 
in all, the combination of excellent 
cuisine and a general atmosphere of 
refinement in the operation. front 
and back, makes the place the top 
nitery draw of the town. 

Emilio Caseres’ Mexican swing or- 
chestra has been featured here for 
several weeks. Caseres is a smooth 
violinist and the Mexican swing band 


'is not only a novelty but delivers 


dance rhythms in flawless 
Present popularity of 


stvle. 
the Spanish 


type of ballroom dancing makes the | 


outfit a natural for this kind of work. 
Floor show, while not over- 


abundant in features, is clean, nicely 
costumed and well up to the mark 
on the comedy and amusement end. 
Six girls are used in the line. Danny 


| White m.c.’s and does a neat job. 


Boy is a veteran entertainer and 
combines a fine comedy sense with 
an excellent flair for eccentric danc- 
ing. Louise King has the vocal as- 
signment, but falls somewhat short 
of the rest of the show and Carlos 
and Estraita, a couple of youngsters, 


have two _ fast-stepping Mexican 
dance routines. They are fast and 
funny and both of the kids are 


loaded with personality. 

Chez Ami represents a real effort 
to give the town a smart nitery and 
the current dinner business, even 
during the pre-Easter season, is evi- 
dence of public response in a town 
notoriously devoid of enthusiasm for 
show biz and its kindred arts. 

Burton. 


CHATTERBOX 


(PITTSBURGH) 
March 4. 
Lowering price—minimum’s 
been cut 50c. from previous $1.50 and 
$2 scale—with opening of Dick Stea- 
bile’s band, William Penn hotel's 
supper spot ing back in for the 
high school and college trade again. 
Chatterbox all season has been con- 
centrating on the champagne crowd, 
and not too successfully either, let- 


Pittsburgh, 


the 


is g 


ting the kids slip out to the road- 

houses and ckel-in-slot spots. Now 

they’re right! figuring here that 
(Continued on page 63) 
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This Week (March 3) 
Held Over Next Week Mar. 10 
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Show People All the World Over Will 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER :a1Lo» 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 








PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











Direction: 





PAUL GERRITS 


This Week (March 4) Loew's State, New York 
Next Week (March I1) Metropolitan, Boston 
March 26th, Michigan, Detroit (Others to follow) 


Sailing April 15th to open at the 


DORCHESTER HOUSE, LONDON, APRIL 26TH 
LEDDY & SMITH, 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 

















DALABANOH ACCORDION SEXfETTE 


A colorful, vivacious, musical enter- 


tainment, 
with pulse-stirring dances, 
tunes, and appealing songs. 
and charming girls. Lovely costumes. 


Press Comment: 
Karle, Philadelphia 


would snare the youngsters. 

In addition to its other allure- 
| ments, Powatan really puts on a 
nifty floor show. It runs slightly | 
|} over a half-hour and is given three 
| times nightly, during the dinner 
hour, at 11 om. and 1 am. Acts. | 
booked by Abe Schiller. aren’t big 


| names but thevyv’re more 


| how to sell themselves. 


On this show are Consuelo Flower. | 


ton, chanteuse with plenty of ‘it’: 
the Three Rex Sisters. nersonalityv 
warblers formerly with Ted Lewis: 
Fran! Hall, who not onlv hasa virile 


et of pipes. but handles the m.c. 
duties expertly’ the Archer Sicters 
(2). with a variety of tern numbers. 
and Art Mooney’s six-niece band 
Miss Flowerton’s sovhisticated tunec 
“re sock. and she had to bee off. 


Her suggestive ‘Recipe for Learnine 
Alvebra’ is a honey. The Archers 
who embody plenty of s.a.. do nicelv 


‘vith a tan routine and return for a 
tter hula-hula number. The Rew 
‘isters. two brunettes and a red- 


id, offer some oke harmony war- 


“line, after which Joan Rex come 
heek for a swell acrobatic dance hit 
Hall. with a wad of nersonatitv 


‘ores with coupla operatic ard mu- 








sical comedy tunes. Pete. 


VARIETY said—‘“Artistie hit. ©) 


plentiful | 
| than in most Detroit spots and know 


ss and 


This Week - March 11th - Loew’s State - New York 
THANKS TO SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


presented, 
catchy 
Sweet 


wholesomely 


versatilitv” 











JACK DENNY AND 
VINCENT TRAVERS 
DPANCE ORCHES- 
TKAS, 





| p 4 , Aer EEA Reservations: COlumbus 5-7070 » 


7th AVE. at 50th ST. 


CLIFFORD C 
FISCHER'S 


© 4 FRENCH Vp 
SFI ome) 250 


FOLIES 


2 SHOWS NIGHTLY 














— 
a 


{ 


1) 








Z 


—--—--- 


Q 


M. 








Se Te mh See ee 
ee 

































































































































We 
Vednesday, March 10 
10, 1937 
_ 
ari VARIE’ 
Variet | wnt 
- eae 
Coq K a —— 
“ Vy KB j li irwin ears ' Hot : 
A | isds be vert O j otel T — 
THIS “sic ries eg, | ite . ¥ | Ozzie rer Lv = 
W ; ‘ot | Shir Nelson : wnne G 
N EEK (M | avis A = Club oo ore | Diana recon = i r 
mtr: Andrew | Pew ard —_—__——_—_——_— ee 
x sc Berr rew ote nt eguy . K , tes q 
N E 1 EE arch 8) ~ path Bros . | fshar eb Lincolo Eddie aes kiand PO ayo Roem | ~~ -— — 49 i 
umerals in c K (M Rann ee. riagn qua the Ls aa aes | Harry's = + 
onnection f arch 1 Kath Wessels otel MeA a vaurel-in-Pi irnett | Cal a, a Sean eee: 
sf as with bill ) re herine Perry ann V3 Alpin Zz akewood Fr Royal Bo Rudd varet a Hotel Pai 
; ’ ? iz ‘er. » SN, = tuddy , ’ 
whether full below indic Senate. ¢ Re dees Hae. oe eka ag ra J.) | Rachel « , aele Brian taupiee Gaseer 
: a 4 bedenidbeh oe ; u s bene Mona & ach ; done’ sia | Ra oor 
IER or split te openi Poem -13 Hooker 1 riel Sher i Wiad Marina ahd ! Carlay Jane Ruby n | Ray & Tre "> 
in M I 71} juri: m it \ } 2 b " Vv a 68 ’ 
; ; ———— week g day ot Whyte \ ial Sheen . sernens © é apt & Ss lay Samuels r 
— as Mi ian re Mari Sel P } i 
tage te Po — | Mlatel Montelal ip Le Mirage Russian A — Morgan. Robert: & Haves 
_ an T . Jones "ars ‘haa not ay ah rt = 
R orp ralbert’s Chat ae re . Re erta Jonas ora Bosh re Ni-t June hy & White 
ahamir 1 hotr Tue ers Boy Fector Sted “Mateias KE ~that Gi wVlor 
| Arthur ancers rill I pe ire larie Al . Patiet olshi koff Edith crn P o THamilt 
————— Cab C Davy Ore zincoln Donal , monte \l psy Nina 3% Vuariet ith rn Ro m Ore 
|| L ; “rotons Ore one ‘Tordy aibenes & Drima j anolita J ith. Fove Abbott re ' 
wn oie June ‘ in Col tev Ri a eny: lenwn neers 
BOSTON ondo | Pp ck Dempsey ping irines V ood Rhumba 4 rey Pobedis lean Wall n Hotel She - 
1 Keith's (tl) Gus A hil Roma “ | a Looeh Wat » Dancer Ol us Cine ey sale (Colle SFMER 
a k Avenue Rev Ftuthie oe e'm Ore 7 Da Pi Orc totel itcue H “ Be, I] Zact Moakovu { Sietel e2innis es x Inn) 
7 var Kennes = V Hudso carn Ioe Fose ievre’'s (Fountain rn Hitt Cookie lorton Or ae iar Mertit (Watnut th arek Cal \ : Ihe A Z : 
Mary Small n Wonders Week — }| Jane S Ens Dotores > toom) Willlame ¢ isha Dat off Phil ft loom Tawi i ty ft a 
F (4) CLEVELAN As of Marc} ‘Tom ee , Ruth | Farris | bean & _ Sapphire «Fie, | BIO cf int Ore Sont me & Perrot ne 
} . t _ “ . . ‘ 3 P P . € ! A : 
ota bernd Sali id, » hrc _— in 1 8 Lou = ) P I me heat Pee Ms Malilie's Verano Koom tere la 6 Lindy Sonny 
“ily Feinat ade Sally . (12) . ® Lind _Brrdon will oO LeCormick Will drian er Lickare MeNa ce Kis ly Hlaypepe 
Rand 1» . dh i k it} H llie S . pers 
Res ind ¢ , emi is lens me 1S! In n EF et ) es \ 
. nolds & Whit i oO rroise M nion hermen 7) vee sleanor . nad tan ay Farmet hares ’ Don & <o. Nick re 
inmior hite N >) N Mane l h Rav t | a) \\ I ; Je) \ 
CH mG Re . Wictecte Be ILFORD . Lon FR \ t or ‘he | a & bed Storl sd te rT Py tne lots Stil 
‘ 1) “ ‘ i! y ‘ , ‘ : ~ ‘ > cn Now =e 
' ass PAYTON Tre tts t. UW. Harry Sujet r } KK oe ‘ , Read Onn) Ker tub Spell, shat. ver Pryor ¢ 
rest ; # - 'aloee - Vic ei I \ Vnelre : rle \ int ' P . ‘ ’ 0 j dis Ore oward Mote ve 
Cills ake Pa de Asxietp® (5) 1 } Rest, stash rdai I ! | lonte saa” ty ‘ ‘ “recs d Alios ee \ Hotel I FE palette vo 
Dia aie MINNE au , wring a I bas ( ; : ew Vorke ’ . 1 «ore “= Lirevoort Sie ental Keoom) 
ZAPpor ‘ ‘ 1) Liens ‘ wr , s S ens & , 
Paul Re e ee | LIS Mart : Mddie E —" ON n Athe “ - ( | ssinkiaeh Vit : Donna I eptet ; 
\ um (12 ; n’ e) . o Ore , ‘ ech aay : 
a ; (nh) rrahat 12) Kame uit Tr we Hal rl I : Atnidealel | : ; Whitey fh I e Iunet E . & 
Se tage lit SA a, M laraee 53.043) lene 's yeu ! ut R 
Bibel Shi Parade’ oe FRANCIS ee KILBE EN ! ' ' vitae P : er ; Estes 
Harry B Mitta \ olden Gat sco BRIX’ a Gran: P p Lose | G 7 (s rake Hotel Parody © OF 
CIN surns lajior B ate (1%) tINTON lrac & | - Pon vi \ , VN nu if : iver f 1 ; Club 
INCINN Bowes FR Ast ; bit vet Dare ' ferry orrest) ' 
". AT St : . Hat Storia . & relor ' ' . fie-K sola ! | ‘ 
Pols I HEN " rv | ] I ound 
xT ( ace (it I ECTAB KE rver P Jewell & , r . 1 . | ‘ 
} G Rev >) 1 Keith’s (il why " & D Wat Pad LEW \ € \ tMatel . j ‘ ‘ | ra 
F (8) a Rav Hutt *) Ixpress 3 ers ‘p -_ iM eadt irk Centra | | a. Is ' er iH 
ann . on Ore aoa ah . ' ’ . eo £ : 
inv & K Wats IPR at BROMLEY mL Colte "; datet acme ' ! ; _ . . j * 
io) tin 3 (18-15 : aaa ‘-EYTO™STO* Pernt Rosco One «) nina 
lon, Par ai Billy a’ a a se th Reity 1 ( © Hotel Ba Royale Frel . ; 
— ‘4 CAMDEN _- 13] Michel senive ; Pett . ‘ ne te lise R i i beans is ewes ial ‘. 
iN TO : & A . 1B ne « Renee x ind Beneh 
Gi WwW Mu ne oe ‘ +"y el . Vise P 
IR Alfrec a N Joe “* € Bre "= eared n ‘ 1) ! " Nien sat ‘ n ine Loom | 
CHAD VFL. OLD KENT Hilda sak} Gute * ers ite _ \ ve ( ‘ 
Ri Diver .D KEN’ he ? onte P Ley ; i | 
ry . WTI , KO lo — Mi " Cael is 
NOW O a crt, scnivg =P ace D1 @taawe A\storia Dy int aloe 1 of Mat ai bre : ‘ an I : 
+ N Klis & ire vier | Hote : ’ te Babe Lohiness : é \\ 
4 HE R : ' . ‘ el Parl ‘ n " | 
F OTH WEEK. lee P ae | AMROWS & Micha 7M reier | due ark tam T r ith Ca <i . 
re EK ( age - a2 DD ‘ Pe} m s or Ray Ons \ le : knit P Lit 
nch Casino N CHELSE 4 Pee KH Rho tlotel mee \ve | » 0.89 Ob ' ei 2 Ml ‘ / ‘ . hon Ore 
Dir.: L , NEW Y wf [or Palace W Pala M , Pens ty Peor | pode inn : o He tis lrocad ORs snr 
: EDDY & SN orK ovis Alm ‘ PD hay io ce ‘awit s " Vathate é be ot Sawall sail eal 
RKO . AITH S rss ‘al Rt ay n \\ | , ‘ | ! atin blue ute rat asine 
’ She Ws ti ash ‘ | ‘ ! 3 "s neohe Po . . « 
. Bidg. Ree aectt — Oe B Piura. Veun rai ia In  & Dolores | | lear te Sa eeN 
CLAPTON G's SHE Se} 98 : , : Bate ¢ : Prorweclise Rate * nen Me nd Cave 
. oER? ec} E ( i ' ‘ i 0) . at 
eltene ae PIVRDS BUSH © rrave , rent ! eactitly I's = Sethe ood ro | Don Fernand 
me Va t & Toke i — tal SH C c brant: Satteren “oe ¥ ine 
al { n ‘ ; i ‘ 
be : . a, ¢ ee ce les Va © 
ba - Lindn Z J } Greenwic! | : “ ‘ oo ‘ ; ? i | amity Bate 
L 12? ss A tacndp eg het Village Hevry 3 \ & Mann itcang ie te Mer 
aT jc} , si = i : ( (He orrises Ore 
| Cew Wee ribet ng i AMEFORD | ( ' m0 “he ; ed : | : rae * rrace ieee a bal C 
, — Sata. : ee Reve HI ve vee Mote Ub ' rn r re \ using PP > ¥ o 
G anley B ed Ifredo © es eier FP Will M nein L re trey ) Ve urisien) lick J ’ 
NEW Sey Jacl Ros STRAY’ ‘ Aas 1 ot (} ‘ Or ers ran ! 
: ve Jackles tLT , ns Mame ral A Aree Peal ve 1G \\ 
BBS cary Nate eal REMIES a 2 key inden pee et tle or a * O ; fe Wallace f ' 
Ralabs e (It) Wiis EK] oode & -K caart \ vas \ ety Dol's Hartn hina. he ! inte \le i . 1) , nidersc Cat tan a; } } 
East anow ¢ HINGTON x da & R’h'ra ee tr niive Pp ped th " | ' ce M ‘ 1 owbt sy - ‘ ¢ arter . 
casto 7 ) Sis ds i ee ae at rot , : \ 1 ; 
Relle n& Odette Capitol (12 ao Pleo Marie 1 ’ ~ , yver a ; » 4 = : Gea C ba Yueht Cl 
Her Biker Read re -) CDGWAI ne STR er Harlem .? Hleiel Re si | ft Vil a : | ne m ty «a iy uh 
B any Youn: ‘. Skelton KE RO -ATHAY rs! n Unronr , rosevell : hogy \ lige ort , 1 O'¢ ina Rit vk 
filly Well neman inne vr Ob Grand AD Del Palace I ' tne Hw > ' : hai On hk 1, ' s a ' Pete As i te 
PITTS s & 4 FP Verdi & ter a & | elfont & . Lillian | ! na itiy dae Kisintra . hae he ‘ c ' ns Ss 
rsBt I & | tlun ni Val iw Kk i a : aw ¢ i ss Sand ‘ . 
Sta RGl L& N Si #0 j r& i vel Sega ; ‘ : i M ‘ee ! Motel U , hire rit eN ‘ whon rove ht Satel ‘ 
Castn nley (12) Yntin 4 tevens Jewell & “ne Ren: ” Ridie | ¥ 8 tity-Carlt Sod Meuidew 4 ! ine he -omero A 
“o ~ i . P i ‘ n ! ) } te . tel 
Internation’l' Jac} Tio EDMONTON. TOOTING B roy + ‘ a on * fab Mi “e i at “ lLenion 4 oe ‘ rd ell 
yn y: rr ” . : : 3 \ “ ( & ae nie . neve Sef] HW « in . Viner RN? 
acopis PO a ai JTovee Granada Will in’ vn ' lhdin , ; ; Ker ? sob ap j Low | Garret ( Cas 85 Club 
oe | Loran die ce & Gri | si 2 eles Senor \V : riel Pe ou « & ! treese ( a K roll & ¢ 
ergy rOTTENHAM. Age yp ‘ ogi ed ay tt: Wayne We n me nodie a ia 
KI pe & S Pak | «aves Ls a vitelatene inbow & ( nnen oni f n 
ar NSBUR Stanton Delfont atace I ile ne “oO ka Cn toon Mil i“ inne 
mount CRY PARI a Dee I vis Senor ame Lent, o ~ [Try ee eo PHILADE 
Anton. storia _ ate Ebonv 1 eh Durelte ada Ali fastiness a Mann Ove A\nehor ‘ ELPHIA 
| el Jagr ty v Reasenls \frian e Pemrd a ! uge tt 
NEW Y V; oose § TOTTE ‘red & G 4 ue Arie) P leton Vael oonn p m 
YORK CIT Res Doel salad Col aa aie he Madwards st . Basil Fon ilies wert berry on Ruth M rake Ure I MeGice's 
B aramout 1T\ H: tactim q Par ROAD Poulis ce \rioan \ en ore D> . Berwer I> Va ' Phat cCa Joe Lan Cafe 
tenny G t (10 jarris H e- On \ aruem T Pr om 4 Syilne ’ wi RI ‘4 s ae igean 
F & Goodmat ) Neil & * Howell AMMERSUI Anton oe helma M t Motel & me Maur Ito rerr, rs mos leon At ‘ j ry Mas 
e an a . ei § . > Middl : e : tre Lneier mn 0 
ae Hubert Or Rex _Goodelle 4 PrP tian Al Bowlls ° exit Dv wo Ebae Olvmn AN anal t Poa neat reen \\ din on iH net Saree: . 
1 Manr [ Veber Anita, C ee WALT & ichkors on nt Wis ” E lpg ‘ il Fave Glori & Charlee élen Lis 
RC np yenox has ' | THAMST Mi! be congue trvile le : ivn 7 | eer ye a Cook les | Avester 
Metr STON * Jack | Ri ect row | Chas Riles eaten Hinris cathe cas. i ney AS she hits ahlei ‘ sitet : Ore 
B: opolitan FT. WORT timacs ada “has Tea Ore neras Ore Zzpianu On } Dip & James rendia | (Cryst: ariton 
aol & Wh (12) Majestic RTH Sivart garden u sie , At horned Are " t Tnt't Van j al ok ») 4 
so . 2 ° : é , ote ne a e e ; 
. Graum: itledge Bells H (11-14) Adele G | neal : set Shelte . vie Os Pod 4 i Tango B OVID Aor 
Tokemy aoa Co GQ aWwaiians P e ‘ Funns virard 1’ y PD m LOS ANG ‘ i. aiita. win a Owe Si Club ‘ 
q Ma " j , o ™ ilo 4 ‘ orn 
~-e > Aepe fa De . en cshs Trovinc 1} oe Berrigan + ry Le . , Usiale i+ELES Pearl 2 con 4 Nie “ ne & Dem 
anne eering Bell’ rtini (16-17 la Vivw'd R nana: Stak Rruy Plot aM eg (Sow Galluect arco 
aul Gerrits 2 a atiewe Badd 4 es’ auran Hated St our Ore Charles " ' ei . Sans , randt Ml eBite Ceal 
/ ‘its on 3 pba ! ; Ge iwrer | Gagne Merez 4 Jary Hub 
‘ne AGO — TREAI WwW ~ lla & Bill (ire po via Severity ence bes n & Reuski ; ronomink F; Melvin ~ afl 
' °° (12) j Parad eowy"e: (05) A eek of M | arian Ne “ty wack | ot, ar “ashe Ruth R \ishire Jae e Reemasr n|} Sing Jos area | 0° Dau: on 
P . adise - J 2 » > le “ ; tol ck , ’ ' Sur ue | . 
! Redding SAN e on Parad: BERDEEN arch 8 se TP cr sry c Mack | sree Le n ae Prost tore nimy Cpiece Silver 1 rertvy Ove 
| Ray & ger 2 . ANTO Jac Tivoli r NA | ephine H Rita sila t @ vse le = al Har er | al nhke Qo 
Samdex rre Ma jesti NIO ack A | N Arn | Del € ousto siltmor Pa: itt orn arritz | W eme sae 
; ondos Br nt Don — (12) Bond pena Bob F ut & Bi Mitzi} n a) | Motel S Bur tre Row: wcitle Son than ka ufe ha inifred & tan) 
CORS a fedman S$ Nelle towell | Maci’ ishen scind Te layvnes Ne erry: ‘rte Mor * meet Ch ut nton Ore uddy Ro ban 
Pala hon ICANA | TORONT Show | Ci er & Clar pe is Mont TA DO Pinas . etherlaund . mae Co rity & I | Te I ‘ mM) Ro Mein Micke Roberts bed 
Bell’ ce (15 SI ONTO irson Sis new | Maudie E mers Ada Le Tania & Rddie & : Den atl y Fant { 
ell's Reheat ily) Pa ms rea’s (12) | Jack Gol 1 | Angers ge se comued. a len 1 & Wirsetf Tom} tio Co Caroivn 1 Meonk O nell Ps was lant Or i 
REERONT oe Paieet pt. cited Paddy De Waller | Demitri Nichols Raph _ e1 : Diel “Ww Wonder : wnet J yyne aT ae - n pu Tom rere ‘ 
3 . | apps B ‘ts She Meaene ew ikK 1. > ebste ta ae ’ levue-P tr: eiss : ok 
IO nna (1S St Bros & B toe Wiaher KING Karele & tbav be hoy Hod nig y Hall Or (Phaw tratford Sovl Bros ‘ 
isons KR 5) ve Ev: & B | ; isher G NGSTON Paul R Andre Niel maby M: : re Ve et Rows Soph 
im Rhisil Medle 4Vans } ASHTON Gis En ‘TON pa Remos € a rolas Zor oO “ irion Db: as ever Pas qin) i Jim i Prill 
en Giles a Dupree 4 Wi Majestic ~ nap ggg ~ nara I ag dante Serge iy HH Rhythm Kk i Dp & b nplib wen Friant “oe | aa Minke 
. Conte 3 lite Fly uver & vie eodore & atherine G larry Stoc tuscais Vac : Rudell _(Geor i: ds Motel | 2 vy Froos 
ul 3 Mat ishes | s n 5 Lee Lennie Hay R. n’'sna \lex Bune huk oO Kn co eh “gy ae Moe J 1 ts aera | _ Century 
| ; ; & > 10 aylon ‘ tian sh Ds : anne . bar , 
DERBY ~ Ramano Hotel A Ore | Matet s re mein Che de . (Ure Siautne te Dauwi’d Henny the ‘ on yp oe Tavern 
arne Carroll uluve ae Writ " Dich . mbassn der Miae . Morita Rr Cufe Cas: e Muzzy M ickman Harold 1 e Rum's Nor na Neve i 17 
r OL rah & M = a WwW Charle Gasparre = | sles B a Grey & — " ; ae MD ep Hine Backte ae Ore | etme Ce & the 
R BURGH Aston Co sestori Cobin: s Bhike sled ively fotkin Ens earl Bae | “er Had on yl Isabelle reer Mild Calvert = 
yt ADEI Decca emg LIVERPO Sheske -'s elit lack Solver ae For Re one fed Fio rR ‘er Gis i to Paul & Octaves | Nahe Tolle 
All ee Lr ros s : oO hagde » & Rowl \ : mow Chine Pope ie tito Kle: . 5 : > ‘ie I : 
ssciee mee, anat M Me Gabri Rutland 6 _nhakespeare — & Pmt —— } ened Deon re Ruth P pe aris ton | ho — Sheridar aivclene” ree 
Johr nel wet . PD mtizgome } elle Di Dud Sis eather Ha tate | sna nek V y Jominie C | | e & Rae 2 } » 
onnny I ards Ovle & pope A GLAS ancers " ley ID Robe alida) ry Villins : e Colu } WKWitaros Lyte : fe 
(Tee | texel] Fo & Don . LASGOW § Ton ale G | rt Ba y lotel S c nis Gabr mbo | wp 1s \ lo ub 
» to fi o Co imny “ nelly Par: Ww amv ~ tung June § ard Ctridi ‘ee B ufe | | yriel JC | Bee K Bp mm 
i) , Rexel! 367 umeour Mauri Ixor > Sillma fridi ents , a OMG , Cand P; Se lmus Wi Mor 
. ! a i a at . rice ’ R. Pe an vue K Pa lave | ltud cine atsy arwiel roe / 
Win (18-"0 Oxfor o Col J: ides F; a we j atters E oom) rk Ay Kudy & fe | y Od Ri ek Si " 
ter G ) sud d (18-2 Jack H “yre 4 inci | Robt R on Emit Cal sts e Boy Pho a Tose | ; cea ichard 
tarde d Carle 5-20) j art B Jone " \ Reinhe | Medrs emian € an Cl; 8 “6 ta Ma ca } Kmb Sal Rael 
n Rev Irvi ell & Pavi sel s & T) Mrs rart drane " air oo Cat ithats assy © | ly Ws 1 
A) (11- tev ving EF & | 1M: avili rhe Hw Pat r & re mel: on BR ; Tul “Mare 
= sano oy 4 iahune Eqwards t | et ari — PLY one mas } - rhomps'n | aul Get vite Donna . Clover Clut | Marwueriti sel re | fs me Adams ’ | ae Rush it 
ree ay ‘ exe Jules € “i sg 7 | Rob Gr , Jug a del BR } cell | et 
e to fill) = (One to fill lo Co Cart - heros Mant on eet Vir atel Astor Woret Patt Meet Ore Pats de + a | Maryan “yh idee Naney - th 
(11 & : & H » oval ‘ reent I tiew of ’ ' | nha TF . ons sy Marr nis Io ‘ erees furry 
11-13) olmes 4 Julia i Cone Fred copes Or 1) Tall Ore ] c el Thora are an Hope - tb y 
Wire fe 3 Melba pent 4, : | ect Dawn ! oeainnt Gras | Pete er ee hy ag Hen v Doc ape Club 
t ; n 7 ) y , 
‘ ros Emily awe E ro MeKees in Playboys e e nirelli Ore | eg: Maples Johnny a s Ore 
Chas an toeser perors of R's er He Manirict ' Seven Sear "reddy tal Norton fudleines 
~ | Stanles soar | Statet Vin Petad | wee” Wie ie sily Gibse ent atl ser Ore | tative & Marg 
Ral y Worth 1 asa rrvdertaill tilly Wil and | Lonnie \ he Monkeys Pats n Thomp: t 
veri fivte te pads ees | . Col x Hhson Ss le dlotir : y Shine I y Eva peen 
tell (Moe aT lant amer e b ’ is leds nes F 
1) oh e & | Ben Be y Praeger , set House lwergreen ¢ Vic at Curley 
orethy rie rhie Ore fetty Bore James asino . tovla Vis 
llowe bow Kenny G len lel flall Patsy EF inal 
ier Hil ‘ile gat hia aine & Den’) Bobby . ms ; 
‘ er ry Gil den *VoOns { 
smile Sar Betty I vivn Pavite 1s 
array | s “ove > rish ¢ 
Dor Nixon Sty Wricht afe 
ae neo ,leece 
lis Marsey lo ra 
ire 
Anna « 
‘ 





Aatorin 


. _ Earl 
Folies al aos iret 
° une ion Z na Co 
Polawva - 
Cabaret Bill | 
HIS i. 
’ renzos 
| Waltor 
« Joan 
‘ ie flote 
otel Waldert ee ati Cl 
itt ive 
Hq Verne 
nedell Girls PA Vopey's 
abhi Ker 
it ‘ my Frye 
brant rs Ure 
; Wabumbe’ buecitle 
i Charl q*her - 
arlie Gaine ? 
ve 























Clar to) 
Rert. & San Jack Sey 
1 rt Welk na Sis (One ¢ mour ¢ 
Jesse Oy on Co , o fill) ad i 
Dwens Ore ITTS 
Shep Fox (12) re Sts PSB RGU 
Fielin” Stanley (12 
lje Or Rev Inter (12) 
s (5 c iternati 
Paul Re oo | WAS ionnale 
om vo 29 pe Co a. Gar NEW YOR a an Hotet 
Sylvia me Cues & (12) B K “y Usint 
> M: are & S - f ert K : He more 
Evereit aon rae Al Bern Sanna Si ves oil pases CITY ' mh ao mae 8 Gavia 
. M; ie Sis v8 ‘ x 
Nixo arshall Leon . lita F raven | lean : 3 eth Hue re Eve A, Fieria Slit 
dD m (43 . Navar Fle: Mea Bot ehes n M 
ae alae 7-19) Georges es Ore Ann WI u Rita Rer wules 4 ; Mec i Rildie niin het setlles bere A 
ree ava & Jaln Jinne lite tenaued 4 & ' i eBureor sysetes vneta @ 
to f . (5) a my Wi ; Larry Ri o Rets » Ra : us Oe He 
ill) rhe Whal Cal Cotte ied isan Ore Eddie B vo rhert 
3 eee 12) ay hee voame U's G en Orc | Don « e Valencia “ya | lem riiael Ka £ rr et hw al Va pests: an wind Regs 
ye 8 atti 2 ay ww ‘asan ‘ Jerry . in (bre rin , hiice Celso 
= throp Br oe tte Rugel Me fin Git: — Diel at ne Die Welli Litil ati eh \} "' lohhnson my Cark "2 Tor 
A ros al wuee : ° bb : “ we My4 ' P ow é ‘ ’ , ‘ m & ; 
ester Co s & L tudy Mud f.a Sults “9 Burt lergan 1 Mayeh neten riny e Club | “aI fredwe ielen Kt G | j iy Murray’ 
e Co Joseph bg La C% anita on Preree Hat of wre ’ ny Mered Rao & I one | beast ¢ in heridge farvey uy's Cule 
Tee jets Hows ) arita , atel nee ane de dith dove : its . & deal he Mri eu ¢ 
ad — Beyer ward Don Juan O Hotel Come hae Oh Nevtin eer : nes . ha Ray i L.ittletic it Cole —— Milton ‘ 
n e —_ a het ¢lilhert e Helen W nodore oh a. peanres ated none j Trocaders { Hotel A Core } Poll ts apie ay 
en ent wit wi le , Caliente Fonin CW _ din Wright ose Vee uryer Phil Ohm ’ (Cafe Adetuhte + y Brennan a 
; Var oe Hert Dolly liame my ft ‘ Valves an Ore hos ery a oyvle 
° Onuhina vert D Arde) + Me ’ Selly’ s Deveser’s as Aine & We y) iypsy MY 
cH | lack Cut Soo I & Lesry Maid & 8 J Fin mtnarive VB Yvonne § ae Harhay i, ‘ hb oe Ta os lee ane ag ney 
MG <itte . ns or Soe i+ ala miy «% _ Moye ste a = cae Mh oy “at " iy ‘ou 
St io en K Ann P a & 1 , = yor tell laire mn a i ry A | nmy 
ute I PD Pte orus Pasi Tom vats vay Phi , | ; Gallag Osal der | Mur rut 
, | . mndie & H we - mv ID Vo j ave whe aki T | urry 
as uke (13 j Dale Wintl Ki e Seot lo Sis Kd Orson ui ns M r ) Pak y Lee 
alge ” . t - cvels ! ts 1s Sdivthe WV Ore J mn Com neh Pos . i A 
“ +" ian } fed Cool hrop rie Ae Oliver yp tte Cal papi y Wricht tag Hie! nifort CHICAG “ we Rossini born Mathek 
ade& & er . anda ‘ta rite: tbelleres , om eanore rea , wood tae J xas fk Maric ’ ehketle 
Biue & Art Miller MEMPHIS 4 pag Ti — " M ee ay Modern Esquires (shiv varnes Vita uehhuwk 0 nei raver Kets Matis ! Krome e 
, Or ixie mas n (las ‘ r Lvs } ? : tred _ t Se tae i tm Mi well 
Judith poe len co | B rpheuam (9) = foe Ae lai ge + — Hoter al eee vr ae nh hnee tie rey Gliddes - Ft a ee Sn 
i , rent ‘ nil Spe rece x 1 : > . : , utters mrve ‘ len OF tity abn & on 
cowie awton iv Davis Ce Hilly Vos - Apollon On Bobby H oes "- r& Sel Bh: re siatany ¢ ‘ Harold | igen Ore Viola & De Fins 
«& M MUN , Cora la % ( , talph ‘T aves Gre taymor aur uckstone Pat | tub Kvan & <night oO e a Klaine ¢ fo 
Don Ey cng ya Ri NCIE lacl a Redd Jub Howd Theod UTEOR Renee oop Radio RK Hotel { Pte nneds Hot : hontat oe rank Ponti es 
were OSap ivoi . Peta & . fot ay eocora Irene (ier towues rudye 4 otel Phi nine . 
INDIANALI Pine oe (12-13) . seinen Jill + 44 Melanie ap » De birooks re — th steer es & J a a ane visisen 7 Aten opi | i ne Caf : 
‘OLS Seand Pr sapeene s OH SOF uriel B , ace ri {uso Mar de Sttia R : ton an | anny Mo ¢ 
Lyri Is OK als re Shirt “ | ye Dick conabe Cori iriani , teod Ginver "> Fre nig 
Olser vere (03) ag A cll Neil Hrase Rail New “St Watts Bob Berry Sant & Dottie J Collette lura apd Ho Hoth Dubow to Hub tein cana: ; 
en & JI | Var : TY i Gold Stone Ie’ antos & ” ee sule rien hania & 4 Sie 
J arne ’ z rerlel ae . Kivi \ X& — tie i & MM’ Si ; 
ety 2 . n Rev | tose ner (13-16) ae ain gy Club ¢ N 1 Kasex Wow ti bel ire n re 1 Kavelin's rete ss | ban Mierre Billie ted al st oes Horse } 
ie ¢ ‘als , scoe Sid * " s sue trans - onel & rm siilie 8 mwvel 
areite THT ; SIOL a Peienoty Hrniter & hand Maxi “5 fe vnne Ker be nel Core (hes t Fa Calta hina 24 }. es + burne Peggy 1 Ses } 
is ings | . > | tof Ss & Vi © Ts a PY . "ar hi , setts a hh 
Ma = j I . Ci - Svivia S rer Dic pn Mears 0 iS e [tae Walte » Ore elds 
Peiers 8 , Egy pti ALLS chi fe Bali y ia St. Ch te k Stone _ ly * vy tame « lyar Berg Prev P sins vi ilter Donal Walton R 
Phelty tig ‘ 7 ian (16-13 ‘ > Farm nez La V J Cscex T Joe Capell rertrucs gen liol o.& irty I ahue Harry § oof ; 
. VWeod « Shuffle ie 15) bealet te ner Ram wil ' rubadeu ley Ohne reel ie Neiser Ml nsen : waindis Or ° My tever i 
KANS “ pt tpedee B. Lambert mon Cx loves i . , sort Brehin: haeed 1 Mange Andes 12 Mystics 
NSAS C1" ST. CL 1S to inven R Cauel pars ' hitth ne Kreteba Paul . man Bepy fren} viehi ws Walt 
r | . v ‘ ches fu : Svaele , lice , \ Hite > 
Ve TY, Me. | Pa JUD, WINN Tire Line : ‘ y strum § : ron ft ” Lorrai sel Bobi Pbubersenys Ki ms (Xe Nadi mn Rev crs PR 
wer (9 ’ “#ramou NN. | Gel te ns Clot " re > ri Tana = fose aine Fant ac ry Dane t Kat K j " ‘ ) ¥ 
Pant Nol : (14 “4 Viex reer el » Yomurs otel Govert ¥tien: ished KE -phine Bu ers lawhell & tne Billy J ate co eats. ? 
NO ‘ elip P ' ene . Se we & at 4 Len ‘ c . 
Dp @& UL lan te Shuirle onl ) he age stun ti he ’ pe de Flor Clinten on I Wiel Ciatetette na Sede, ) Ie reses TTT Rita Br ton é 0 Zollo O 
Sash SEPER Along’ © n : Dell deny lo MM bots }; Stuart Jul Naud re) Miche ‘ — ‘unk Motel Conrad ine tenee La re 
Pal OR, W - lover See | Wlisen Cire orens i Ray O ne es ~ t " . lus Adal kK asine) R Sty Weber’ arebas 
ahree (VE-IS) Jack Wall ntl Rosita —— | Hot oe es ‘5 ean hh dak mine tie j agg Ethel Shatt Mev 1 & Virgis vers Hot i 
“ Clu aaa Carmen a tel Half Mw ek oie —— surte iia ois Katahe bil smith . (Camden) om . 
th Mirador tre , Ranios (Brook oue > Barts serna ” jernhard Nash 1 tloneys job Mer 
Po tene & | B! lyn) Cithatan sh: ) rd & ile bet rt & G Ssathn Meade M errill 
Raeolelan ache ta ee anche OG j hoelas M: liwent " “ » Hall oho feauedl artinell 
| Mario Vs iio \ withey Or vrs Wild Dew aa fan Are Lambs T our Boring . 
t Marion ‘a . Larne 1 ti ‘a ; mn re joe Land Tavern Sydney <4 la Zur 
‘ Lave ! th ‘ Cant | ly ¢ ole 
Ken Cs ’ } baitar Le r Minne tut y t's | \ yre lese H en 
asey VU ha F aye onsva : es Neowitt lary 1 int’ art 
‘ ure ‘ etle « ¢ ob we’ t'l I 
Lritly f nen Alvina MI an en hee Nighte « ‘ye netroment 
3 orreine Pinky T orten re rien P lean Se up jt Kitt . I 
i fois ois lariaa Mill nie Dolor aa I Bory quis a 
worrai illest ic ty Faeri ous C) . wm «'e 
re ‘. cadiad ris hall ‘ 
' : 7 a ahae - Lang Sache tn oan % 
r Hend’s e Pes m Kinest Dorothy BI lub . 
ace [day Ring | Nt y Binet 
renaders adie Shiel! 
Ore vlve os ," 
Viola 4} boxer 
u Klas 
2 Ure ; 


A+}: 
Ain Brow 
WE 
‘shuffle 
e Along’ Co 
\! ‘ 
aisie Hart 
' 
ow Hilbert 
o ¢ 


i 








50 VARIETY 


——-~. 





VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, March 10, 1937 














“ees 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Current stage event, ‘The Islands,’ 
at Radio City Music Hall, is pretty 
much in the groove. It’s another 
holiday for the scenic and costume 
designers. Of sock entertainment 
there is exceptionally little. Only 
two items which stir up any lather 
are the closing precision tapperino by 
the Rockettes and the swift, varied 
routine of a similar school that Tip, 
Tap and Toe, colored youngsters, un- 
cork. 

From the visual angle the high 
spots revolve around the cute bit of 
black art in which the house ballet 
engages and the colorful investiture 
which has been given the finale set, 
a Havana cafe. In the black art in- 
terlude the girls are clad to repre- 
sent brilliantly hued flowers of Haiti 
and they indulge in a miscellany of 
high jinks that should easily capture 


the ohs and ahs of the out-of- 
towners. 
Opening number in the revue 


brings a tuneful outlay from the 
standing glee club with Robert 
Weede taking command of the solo 
requirements, and aptly so. Cafe 
number allows Raul and Eva Reyes 
to unlimber a snappy rumba, Robert 
Landrum to give way to a fanciful 
teno1 and Rosario Orellana to mix 
some coloratura harmonics. 

‘Fire Over England’ (UA) is the 
feature. Also on the screen is a 
‘March of Time’ issue and a strong 
array of newsclips. Odec. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Roxy is taking things easy this 
week; the program is cut down to 
a bit over two hours (practically a 
short as compared to the week-ends 
they’ve been in the habit of dishing 
out here, but it’s tasty most of the 
way. Maybe the customers won't 
miss the added running time and 
certainly they won't squawk. Espe- 
cially with a strong b.o. film in ‘Love 
Is News’ (20th). 

Starting with an extra neat routine 
by the line of boys and girls, fronted 
by a very agile and pleasant dance 
routine by Lucille Page, show gets 
off to a fast pace. Freddie Craig, Jr., 
doing at one time five or six or 
more things rapidly which most 

eople do one at a time slowly, fol- 
ows. He’s been out of New York 
for over a year and a welcome addi- 
tion to any stage show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford (new 
acts) are also returners to N. Y. stage 
shows. Organ duo spotted this far 
into a show is a bit of unusual spot- 
ting, but they work as always in a 
showmanly fashion and as always 
okay. Three nicely mixed numbers 
and a finish with the line in a pleas- 
ant routine. 

Radio Ramblers are three young 
men in air takeoffs, most of it clever 
and all of it well presented. Fast- 
mixture of imitations and _ well- 
mixed, though a couple of them (not- 
ably the Charles Laughton) are a bit 
far-fetched. 

Miss Page comes back now with 
the Gae Foster girls in a fancy dish- 
ing out of ‘The Bolero.’ This is a 
very colorful though considerably 
mixed-up finale. It’s over-ornate 
and the routines too complicated. Or 
perhaps the girls just got a bit mixed 
up at the show caught. It’s the one 
weak item in a fast-moving 43 min- 
utes. which isn’t so bad. 

Eddie Paul is in the pit but doesn’t 
bother with an overture. There’s a 
Popeye (Par) cartoon and Universal 
newsreel to round off the bill. 

Kauf. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Variety and tempo distinguish this 
week's layout in contrast with many 
of the past and the big novelty is 
that there are no fashion clips. 

Show runs but 50 minutes, this also 
including two shorts, an issue of 
Universal’s ‘Stranger Than Fiction’ 
and a travelog covering Bali, re- 
leased by Screen Traveler. 

Pathe concerns itself with the Su- 
preme Court issue and seeks out sev- 
eral senators for their views. Sen. 
LaFollette started out good but got 
a little camera fright finally, nearly 
stumbling to his finish. 

Management leads off with the 
steel-union settlement. Paramount, 
which photographed this, stresses the 
optimism that prevails as a result of 
the agreement and gets a labor leader 
to comment on it. A natural follow- 
up clip, from Universal, concerns sit- 
downers in eastern hosiery mills, fol- 
lowed by a Par clip on the 5-and-10 
stayers-in at Detroit. One of the girls 
tells what it’s all about, doing so in- 
telligently. 

Some of the best shots ever pho- 
tographed on an angry sea were 
brought in by Pathe from abroad 
where a cameraman went out with 
the Coast Guard to rescue a sinking 
freichter off the shores of France. 
Another impelling contribution, some- 
what off the beaten path, is the foot- 
age taken on the Shetland Islands by 
Paramount, whose cameras caught 
the northern islanders indulging in 
a time-honored celebration after a 
ba’ flu epidemic. : 

Hearst’s News of the Day, which 
has no identification here in credits 
or otherwise and is in the minority on 
material Emb is using currently, of- 
fers a fairly long strip on life behind 
the Spanish lines and on the battle- 
field. Scenes of Seville and surround- 
ing countryside reflect a peaceful 
condition while on the French border 


good novelty clip from Hearst has a 
golfer at rather close range driving 
balls at balloons held by colored cad- 
dies. Latter are missed by inches 
several times in this odd pastime. It 
would make insurance men shudder. 

Child marriage problem is brought 
up by Par, which surrounds a 13- 
year-old widowed mother in Galves- 
ton, Tex., and cites her as a horrible 
example of some things that can hap- 


pen. 

In the field of miltaristic personali- 
ties are the Ethiopian prince who 
was recently executed and the U. S. 
Navy spy whose conviction also is 
still warm news. Ethiop prince is 
pictured on his recent visit to the 
U. S. Other titles include Duke of 
Norfolk and his bride returning from 
honeymoon and Leopold of Belgium 
at coal mines coming out spotlessly 
clean. 

One clip pictures a rather elab- 
orate reproduction of coming coro- 
nation ceremonies in England as 
they will be executed and moves to 
Canada where portraits of the King 
and Queen are being painted. 

Other material of foreign origin 
includes the Japanese parliament in 
session, claimed by Fox to be photo- 
graphed for the first time; an African 
king sentencing his two boys for 
petty theft; a colorful pilgrimage 
from Cairo to Mecca; daredevils in 
an auto race in France and celebra- 
tion of independence day in Cuba. 

Amelia Earhart gives newsreel 
audiences a rather detailed outline 
of her proposed world-flight plans 
at Los Angeles. Talking to Par sound 
equipment, she is a very interesting 
screen subject. Her voice records 
well. The pictures F-M got of a new 
war bomber, a monster, on a test 
flight, are very impressive. Beauty of 
photography is also reflected in the 
clip on the arrival in New York of 
a Finnish warship, first ever to enter 
the harbor. 

Sports include the six-day bike 
races at the Garden in New York, 
the A.A.U. meet in which foot races 
are well photographed; baseball 
teams in spring training; golden 
gloves boxing and a wrestling match. 

Lew Lehr is on twice, both times 
with animals, which is getting a bit 
routine by now. In one, with the 
baby chimps, the primates are very 
cute. Lehr himself gets a few giggles 
on both appearances. 

Business pretty good Friday night 
at 8 o'clock. Char. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, March 7. 

Femmes in audience are slightly 
disappointed in debut of Red Skel- 
ton, which theatre had built up with 
campaign as new romantic idol, but 
Canadian lad socked home enough 
heavy comedy in his emceeing to 
win solid front from critics and even 
the high school girls, who gasped in 
horror when he walked out of cur- 
tain and somersaulted into the or- 
chestra pit. 

Show, assembled to launch Skelton 
by Gene Ford, is in form of revue, 
with house pit band on stage batoned 
by Phil Lampkin, resident stick- 
waver, Skelton skedded to conduct, 
himself, but has most of time taken 
up with own specialties and working 
in with acts. 

Band is wisely held down to pro- 
viding background which it does 
very satisfactorily. Acts, none of 
which are too-familiar to local 
boards, add up to a sock total and 
without doughnut bit, which wows 
em, Skelton might have been over- 
shadowed through no fault of his 
own. 

Introduced via loudspeaker, Skel- 
ton, tall, carrot-topped college grid 
type, walks out cold and tumbles six 
feet into pit. Spotted as he climbs 
out and goes into chatter. Curtain 
opens on band and Skelton, after 
some patter, brings on Edna Still- 
well. Girl makes pretty foil and 
gets by with ‘Sing, Sing, Sing.’ 

Next on are Jay and Lou Seilers, 
who run off deadpan hoofing bit, 
schoolboy pantomime and slapstick 
comedy on _  barrel-staves, scoring 
with each. Scrim comes down for 
Sue Ryan, who gives all and gets 
plenty back in imitations of torch 
warbler, opera star, whose tiara falls 
over nose and ‘Alexander’s Rag 
Time Band’ a la 1913 and 1937. 

Skelton takes over here, dragging 
table, cup of coffee and dish of 
doughnuts out for demonstration of 
art of dunking. Talking with mouth- 
ful and heaving occasional sinkers 
into audience is sure-fire. Marilyn 
Marlow follows with straight tap 
and Toreador tap, that had reviewers 
comparing her with Powell, Rogers 
and Whitney. Skelton on again to 
break his neck leading orch in con- 
certo. Not as subtle as Reginald 
Gardiner, but scores heavily. 

Jack Powell, veteran drummer, 
next and socks as usual. Skelton 
again, this time with super-realistic 
pantomime of girl getting up in a.m., 
highly similar to Cookie Bowers’ 
male counterpart and not as smooth. 
Last specialty is Four Kraddocks, 
whose strong-arm tumbling would 
be good straight but done in swing 
rhythm gets ovation. 

Skelton adds final novel touch by 
appearing to bid audience bye-bye 
and walking through house to lobby 
to reiterate good wishes individually 
as folks leave. Pic is ‘Maid of Salem’ 





and elsewhere it’s the opposite. . A’ 


(Par). raig. 


PARAMOUNT, WN. Y. 


Another sock band attraction in 
Benny Goodman, who has a heavy 
following around N. Y., plus else- 
where, will greatly aid this week’s 
picture, ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). Be- 


tween Goodman and MacMurray, 
who has done considerable work on 
the air, the importance of radio 
draught will again manifest itself 
here. 

With the previous picture, ‘Jghn 
Meade’s Woman’ (Par), house 
booked Guy Lombardo band, which, 
like. Goodman's, is very popular 
with the younger element. Lom- 
bardo is currently at the Hotel 
Roosevelt, while Goodman is playing 
to hea: trade at the Pennsylvania 
hotel. ~The former goes in for a 
sweeter brand, the latter for heat 
and plenty of brass. Bands both 
have big followings. 

Management booked Goodman to 
follow Lombardo partly because of 
this contrast but also with the 
thought in mind that something hot 
like Goodman’s organization was ad- 
visable with a sombre picture like 
‘Salem.’ 

At the first show, Goodman held 
the running time down to 43 minutes 
but covers this distance almost en- 
tirely with his band and its mem- 
bers, only three outside specialty 
acts having been booked. These 
total to only about 10 minutes, any- 
way, being Fritz and Jean Hubert, 
Edith Mann, tap dancer and Frances 
Hunt, vocalist. The band itself has 
no difficulty sustaining the time it 
works and is having a bad time of 
it when it doesn’t stop the show cold 
on at least two occasions. 

It’s a smooth-operating band, most 
of its 13 men, plus Goodman, are 
hard at work all the way. The 
drummer, Gene Krupa, is the busiest 
of all. He sets a stiff pace virtually 
from fall of the flag to the finish, 
Goodman, himself, running a close 
second with the clarinet. A lot of 
wind goes through that particular 
instrument. A hard workout is also 
given the vibraphone by Lionel 
Hampton, who hog-ties the show, 
doing three numbers. This sequence 
is a highlight of the band’s per- 
formance. Goodman and Krupa 
figure in the trio of numbers, all 
three men going to their tasks with 
plenty of steam behind them. and 
working up to a big froth. There’s 
lot of rhythm here and elsewhere. 
added to the brass that’s always 
dominant. 

Of the outside-booked svecialists, 
Edith Mann (New Acts) and Frances 
Hunt (New Acts) both click. Lat- 
ter is presently being tested for pic- 
tures by 20th-Fox and may be a 
good tyne for the screen. 

The Huberts are doing substan- 
tially the same act that they’ve car- 
ried for years, but more recently 
the slaps sequence has been enlarged 
a bit to include, of all things, the 
blackiack. They’re a heavy hit here 
and fit well with the Goodman crew. 

In addition to the pit show, fea- 
ture, news and a Fleischer cartoon, 
house booked Audrey Harris to go 
with the Don Baker organ concert. 
Biz big opening night. Char. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, March 6. 

House continues to give its cus- 
tomers a lot of show for a little 
money again this week, as it has 
done for a long time. First, it is the 
great line of girls that puts the house 
way above what would have been its 
class without them. The girls are 
still going strong; youthful, well 
dressed, and doing unusual routines 
in an unusual way; but now, that 
they’ve become a known factor, the 
State-Lake adds another puller, small 
perhaps, but nevertheless, something 
which makes the entertainment seem 
bigger. 

This is using the organ to back up 
the orchestra, both in the pit, and, 
with a Hammond, on the stage. Pol- 
icy has been in effect for some time, 
but with the coming of Dave Bacal, 
present organist, more effects have 
been put into use. Orchestra has a 
fuller tone, and organist used to a 
great extent for special cues and for 
humor used this week by Manno and 
Strafford to good advantage when 
doing impression of ballroom danc- 
ers. Organ here actually pulls 
laughs. 

Two mistakes, not bad ones, are 
made in bookings this week. First 
was the spotting of Ulis and Clark 
on the same bill with Lewis and 
Ames, or vice versa. Both of them 
are man-and-woman comedy teams, 
and they work in a somewhat simi- 
lar way. 

Lewis and Ames headline, and. in 
the spot next to the line’s show clos- 
ing routine, get over big. Have 
vlayed this house half a dozen times, 
but are still selling the stuff in a way 
that bangs ’em over loud. Some of 
material used in the crossfire is a 
little old, but it’s the stuff this type 
audience figures is smart, so they 
laugh and applaud. Ulis and Clark 
also use crossfire. He talks and she 
laughs; an old-time style, but with 
their pep, it gets over. 

Second mistake is having Allen 
and Kent, and Manno and Strafford 
on the same bill. These teams, too, 
work somewhat alike, inasmuch as 
they are both ballroom dancers. Al- 
len and Kent, in opener, may be 
classed as novelty, however, inas- 
much as they carry an older couple 
along with them. Additional pair 
adds much to act’s appeal, and helps 





send: the ‘show off to a geod start. 





Manno and Stafford working when 
the band is on the stage was a show- 
stopper at the opening performance, 
doing straight routines, and the im- 
pressions of dancers at public ball- 
rooms. Excellent technique in both 
styles, comedy and straight. 

Cookie Bowers, another loop fre- 
quenter, has as good a single act as 
plays this house. Billed as the ani- 
mated cartoon noise maker, he comes 
on to do a man-on-the-street broad- 
cast, asking and answering the ques- 
tions himself. Does an apple eater 
answering questions, a Chinaman 
and his father, an old maid, a stut- 
tering foreigner, and throws in barn- 
yard imitations for good measure. 

House line does their usual two 
routines; first one in a semi-military 
costumer, and closer in white lace 
gowns. Both are far better than 
those done by average line. Picture 
is ‘Breezing Home’ (U). Business 
good, Saturday matinees. Loop. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 6. 

Back to -hree acts and three pro- 
duction numbers this week. Frank 
Tracy has tempoed the bill to a right 
pert pace. House has begun to get 
a favorable wave of word-of-mouth 
on its flesh presentations. Current 
show should please the newcomers 
and, of course, Tower alumni. Pic 
is ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th), with color 
cartoon and Fox news. 

The line opens with some pranc- 
ing to Lester Harding’s warbling of 
‘Moonlight and Shadows.’ Coming on 
midway wearing nighties, negligee 
and carrying candlesticks, the gals 
manage to put over a ‘too tired’ 
routine that clicks solidly. Followed 
by the speedy Sylvia and Clemence, 
the bill garners a smooth fast keel 
and doesn’t lose it. Line’s last go is 
in polo rigs. 

Morey Amsterdam (his wife, Mabel 
Todd, was seen here last week) head- 
lines and the mob goes plenty for 
his line of hoke. He keeps a steady 
stream of gags, not all good, going 
the entire time he is on, with ex- 
ception of a few moments when he 
saws a sob ballad on the ’cello. 
Gags are fast enough that audience 
can just about pick out what they 
like and have their own private guf- 
faw over it. He goes pretty far back 
for his Admiral Byrd-South Pole 
gag, but it got nice returns. 

Sylvia and Clemence are appar- 
ently two tireless gals whose forte 
is knockabout. They direct a share 
of their patter to individuals out 
front. Amsterdam does the same 
thing. One of them should cut it 
out, at least for this week, anyway. 

Large and Morgner call their turn 
‘Monopedic Rhythm.’ One lad is shy 
a left leg, the other a right. They 
come out hooked together with a 
cape over their shoulders, in a drunk 
bit that was good comedy. They 
indulge in handstands that are nat- 
urally not out of the ordinary, but 
please considering their handicap. 
One stunt, however, is outstanding. 
One lad leaps over four chairs set 
back to back, and is caught by his 
prone partner. Rated top hand at 
show caught. 

Ted Cook, m. c., keeps things mov- 
ing right along. His stick work with 
the band averted minor catastrophes 
several times at the Friday mat 
viewing. Hoyt. 





FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, March 6. 

Looks like good fare at this house 
currently. Downstairs jammed and 
upper seats well-filled at late show 
Friday evening. Pic, ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th). 

On the bill are Wini Shaw, who 
treks back here to warble a few 
torch numbers ever so often since 
she started in a local nitery; Sheila 
Barrett, who just concluded week’s 
engagement at the Detroit Athletic 
Club, which didn’t hurt buildup a 
bit; Loyal’s Dogs, best canine show 
seen here in a long time; Radcliffe 
and Rogers, sepia song-and-piano 
duo who've gotten over here before; 
and the Samuels (3) and Harriet 
Hayes, terpers. 

Miss Barrett, who’s done consider- 
able nitery work, plus some stage 
and radio, really goes to town with 
her impersonations. She has plenty 
of poise and*sells her stuff well. 
Takeoffs of Lahr, Mae West and Li- 
onel Barrymore were especially 
strong. 

Billed over Miss Barrett, Wini 
Shaw has a tough time fulfilling the 
honor because, for one thing, her- 
alded as a ‘local lass who made 
good’ natives here refuse to go for 
‘home-towners.’ However, Miss Shaw 
turns in several nifty numbers and 
makes a good appearance. * Best ef- 
fort is her old fave, ‘Lady in Red.’ 

On twice, the three Samuels and 
Harriet Hayes contribute comic tap 
routines first time out, and then shut 
show with a snappy military num- 
ber. Radcliffe and Rogers have al- 
tered act considerably, since last 
showing here, but still can stand 
plenty of polishing on the comedy 
angle. Boys’ piano playing and war- 
bling far outshines their patter. 

Loyal’s Dogs are sock in opening 
stanza. Not only are canines well 
trained, but whole act embodies a 
wad of flash. 

Verdi’s ‘Force of Destiny’ consti- 
tutes Sam Jack Kaufman’s overture, 
with pit orch rendering a special pop 
tune for Frank Connors to warble. 
Kaufman also handles the m.c. 
chores well. ;. ; ; Pete. 


'h 








STATE, N. Y. 


It was claimed that the excellent 
attendance was due as much to ihe 
stage bill’s draw as the feature pic- 
ture, ‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) if not 
more so. But that was not indicated 
on performance. 

Show really starts when Cross and 
Dunn come on, the three preceding 
turns not counting for much. Be- 
tween the warblers and Milt Brit- 
ton’s buneh of nuthouse musicians, 
there is 43 minutes of the running 
time, none of which lags. 

Cross and Dunn, with Eddie Weber 
at the ivories, are just back from 
Miami. They went down south for 
three weeks and the date was ex- 
tended another two weeks. They go 
into the Versailles, one of Manhai:- 
tan’s smarter night spots on Thurs- 
day (11) on a three-week ticket. 

Power tones of Dunn and the en- 
gaging personality of Cross make for 
what they want. Duo’s old-fashioned 
number with bits of medley stands 
out. 

While Milt Britton is in the east- 
ern sector, brother Frank is in ihe 
west, with another bunch of zanies. 
Britton bunch never fails to pro- 
mote fun with roughhouse, but they 
are no bargain for stage crews and 
house managements have something 
of a squawk, too, when the Brittons 
are around. Boys put about $50 
worth of footlight lamps on the fritz 
weekly. 

Still, it seems to be worth it. Tito’s 
accordion is about the only straight 
musical interlude, on in one while 
the conspirators don wigs. Walter 
Powell, chief nut, and Rudy Wall’s 
card stunt are standouts. Britton was 
not around Friday evening—some- 
thing the matter with his peepers. 
Nobody out front seemed to be aware 
of his absence. Act is not quite as 
rough as when the Brittons were to- 
gether, but there isn’t much differ- 
ence and they both come out about 
even. 

Paul Gerrits, one of vaude’s singles 
who appears in night clubs, is in the 
keystone spot. He is a graceful fel- 
low on skates, but his stories need 
replenishing. Alligator gag is not 
funny and it was hard for him to 
coax laughs night caught. 

Two hoofing youngsters, Bill and 
Beverly Bemis, from the west, are on 
second with a pleasant routine, com- 
bination tap and ballroom gyrations. 
Allowed five minutes, they go over 
fairly. Substitution is Woolford’s 
Weenies, a _ platform dog _ turn. 
Routine is similar to other canine 
turns, except that dachshunds are 
used. Opening was slated for the 
Polis, but the a»varatus couldn’t be 
spotted so that the act was fully 
visible upstairs, so the act went out 
after the first show. Ibee. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 7. 

The whole show, currently at this 
house, is the Salici Puppets, never 
before seen here, and rapidly becom- 
ing the talk of the town. Poor open- 
ing house saw remarkable opinion 
veer to big houses Saturday and 
Sunday, all due to word-of-mouth 
build up. Half a dozen other filler 
acts languidly received. 

Audience pays meagre attention to 
first act of the marionettes, but 
wakes up to a clowning turn where 
knockabout puppets chase a butter- 
fly and house went wild over the 
music professor, the coloratura so- 
prano and flute accompanist. The 
prof with all the mannerisms of his 
kind sits at piano, arranges music, 
and plays ‘The Maiden’s Prayer’ with 
pianist in orch covering the music to 
split second timing. The singer pup- 
pet kicks train behind her and exe- 
cutes the high C’s and thrills to flute 
accompaniment, latter also covered 
by soloist in orch. Perfect for humor 
and effect; nothing like it seen here 
in years. A jazz orch and choir, a 
dance routine with curtain raised to 
show manipulators pulling the wires 
and a puppet smoking a cigarette 
closed the act to tumultous applause 
and with the Salici troupe taking a 
flock of calls. 

Acts prior to the puppet show in- 
clude Capps Bros and Dolly, taps; 
Giles O’Connor, banjoist; Steve 
Evans, mimic, who gets good recep- 
tion; Medley and Dufresne in diversi- 
fied lunacies, also well received. 
Fashion parade of women’s spring 
wear help fill in. Eddy Sanborn 
orch plays throughout. 


‘Dangerous Number’ (MG) and 
‘Career Woman’ (WB) on screen. 
Lane. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 6. 

The Earle keeps intact this week 
the record it has set since the return 
of flesh to the house. Again the 
vaude is good and should keep the 
b.o. at comfortable levels. Although 
the acts don’t merit any grade double 
A halos, they are correctly calcu- 
lated to mesh with the Market street 
crowds that the Earle attracts. 

Topping this week’s card is Jesse 
Owens and ‘1is band. Ohio State’s 
colored Olympic champ actually does 
nothing of any momen‘ on the stage, 
but is tall, nice-looking and makes a 
clean-cut appearance in white flan- 
nel. He has a pleasant grin and.an 
okay personality. This stage stuff is 
still new to him, however. He has 
some difficulty in overcoming the 
nerves, 

Owens walks on the stage to a pai- 


. (Continued on page 51) :. 
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Unit Reviews 





(KEITH’S BOSTON) 
Boston, March 4. 
This unit began its first week of 
veral stanzas of RKO time_ here 
one-day break-in at Provi- 
Everywhere the Broadway | 
touch is manifest. Scenery is con- 
sistently eye-arresting; original mu- 
sical numbers are catchy; and the 
have to blush at the bill- 
ing. Ace number is ‘In Spring,’ | 
coming half-way in the parade. For 
several reasons: picturesque costum- | 


se 
after a 





-ing, good musical comedy routine, | 


pleasing singers (Evelyn Wyckoff 
and John Early) and good special- | 
ties. 


Nina Whitney is spotted in a toe 
dance in the ‘Spring’ number and 
sustains with a pleasing exhibition 
of that particular art. Anita Jacobi, 
does a combo acro-| 
batic specialty that socks, in ‘Circus 
Days’ number later. 

‘Show Girls of All Nations’ is a 
pip of an opener. Male chorus in 
military attire starts off with a 
rugged curtain raiser, then a line 
march routine, followed by girls pa- 
rading behind various foreign flags. 
‘Miss America’ is the finale flash, 
coming down from grid on a globe 
which splits and presents her a la 


Godiva. Closing number, ‘Greeks 
Had a Word for It,’ gives the cus- 
tomer another idea for gladiator 


setups for the line, and Chester Hale 
evolves a tricky routine that fills 
the bill. 

To balance all this girl stuff. the 
Diamond Bros., just back from 
Europe, hold forth in the deuce and 
next-to-shut. Splitting the act takes 


some edge off their robust, bango 
turn, but they score heavily. Sur- 


prise novelty which follows the ‘Cir- 
cus Days’ production (in which line 
girls perform like trained poodles 
in appropriate costume) is Cilly 
Feindt and her two high school | 
horses. Far from being just an- 
other animal act, it is brobably the 


outstanding turn of its kind now 
making the vaude rounds. Miss 
Feindt is a looker as well as a 
cl.ver rider. She first showed in 


America at the French Casino. N. Y. 
Reynolds and White, clowning in- | 
strumental act. completes the lineup. 
Act has been advantageously trimmed 
in the present instance. There are 
still lags between the surprises and 
snappier routining would help the | 
surprise finish. A nod goes to Nich- 
olas Marinaro for his talents as mu- | 
sical conductor. Eddie Rosenwald, 
house conductor, handled the over- 
ture, For. 


Casino des Artistes 


|a handy skater. 


out of it without hurting by elimi- 
nating several announcements by 
Ferris. 

Capitol is operated on Sundays by 
and for benefit of Scottish Rite Hos- 
pital for Crippled Children and for 
30c top patrons get stage show, fea- 
ture film, newsreel and short sub- 
ject. Lucci. 


VIENNESE VANITIES 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln. March 7. 

Third girl edition for Ed Gardiner 
this season on the Cushman time, 
‘Vanities’ is an okay vest pocket col- 
lection. Gardiner’s taste in girls and 
their accompanying garb is still hit- 
ting. and there’s a nice selection of 
novelties. Run a little short on time 
for most of these, being clocked in 
47 minutes this show. However, it’s 
in better shape now moving in fast 
tempo than it would be with padding 
and stretching. 

Top acts are LaSalle & Velly, com- 
edy acrobatics, and Cornish & Dean. 


novelty dancers. Frank Starr, radio 
debunker, joined on this date and 
{will carry the show through its 
opening of the Canadian Famous 


Players time starting with Winninves. 

Jan Dean, blonde with dimples, is 
the m.c. besides doing regular turn. 
She leads the band into its opening 


and a flutter of the girl line. and 
then makes about five costume 
changes during the show. Most of 


the latter good. 


Eddie Doyle, first act. is a juggler, | 


and though of the old-old school, 
polishes off his stunts without a 
hitch. House gives him a good hand 


at the finish. 
and togged well, sings 
mike, which is a pleasant surprise in 
these radio days. Voice is no wow, 


but appearance carries her with 
some to spare. 
Seizer Sisters tap the hard way 


and finish strongly. Frank Starr. 
with the p.a. as his tools, sets about 
disclosing sound effect methods for 
radio and the movie cartoons. Also 
covers some radio personalities. bulk 
to Amos 'n’ Andy. His work good, 


| but explanations are sometimes too 


long. 

Cornish and Dean, who dance and 
do musical tricks, are next. Jan 
suffices with dancing, but Cornish 
taps while playing a sax and then 
comes on with roller skates and fid- 
dles himself through a waltz. 
The girls again in 
a hot number, featuring Marian Sei- 
zer, and then Dave Workman is 


| pulled from the band to deliver a 


Finish is a 
slapped into 


few hill billy jokes. 
trumpet sketch, hand 
the mute and nice. 

| LaSalle and Velly close with nan- 


Pat Forgy, ultra cute | 
without a} 


He's | : 
| operation. 


| Act.’ 


j|tomime and acro_ stunts. Their 

‘ LANTA offering pleasantly funny, the agil- 
en eee M a - | ity stuff is good. Finish into the | 
Atlanta, March 7. | gnale in nice shape. Show is backed | 


Russ Ferris, who has been making 
the southern loops with regularity 
for many years, this time has a unit 


by Mickey Revnolds and his band. 
Reynolds, incidentally, is the com- 
pany manager. Line captain is Joyce 


that classifies as fair-average, with a| Barker. ‘Vanities’ is a pleaser. trim 
tendency toward topheaviness in and clean. It’s more the flash act 
dancing. However, Cap _ patrons | type. Barn. 


thought it was good and Sunday 
opener, as usual, was a sellout. 

Al Rome, pint-sized comedian, who 
gets heaviest billing, scored from 
scratch with his eccentric dancing | 
and comic siuff. Rome works with | 
Betty Wood, his wife. | 

Ferris acts as m.c. and after brief 
overture by 14-piece band, half with 
unit, he introduces St. Clair Sisters, 
two-thirds of whom are really sis- 
ters, third of trio being Marie Fer- 
ris, Russ’ wife. | 

The Treymores, Bill and Barbara, 
then offer a ballroom dancing turn 
that gets a good reception. 

To kill time while the mat is be- | 
ing placed for the skating act that 
follows, Ferris engages in some re- 
partee with a stooge spotted in the 
audience. Skaters are Aeroway Trio 
—Sam Aldridge, Ralph Brown and 
Sadie Dudek—and good, too. Un- 
usual note is added by girl doing | 
some of the heavy work in the act. 
spinning one of the males around 
herself instead of being spun around. 
Act gets good hand. 

Dorothy Linn, with less than so- 
so voice, warbles a tune into mike 
and the St. Clair trio are back for a | 
swing rhythm number, followed by 
Treymores in a smooth waltz. The 
Linn girl bounces back on for an- 


| 





other number, but on second show | 


was replaced by band’s pianist, Doc 
Farnham, who punches out a medley 
of tunes on his piano accordion. 
Marie Ferris dces a soft shoe tap 
that goes over big. Rome and Betty 
Wood followed and unit swung into 
its finale with Ferris singing and 
bringing on each girl in lavish cos- 


tume, Treymores doing a bit, skaters | 


offering a little fast work and Rome 
cutting capers as the curtains close. 
Unit is mede up of floor show that 
played night spot in Tuxedo. N. Y.. 
and Ferris brought them south 
from Philedelphia territory. where 
they have been playing Warner 
houses. using his old title. ‘Broad- 
way Varieties.” He had 24 in com- 
pany then end offered in addition to 
his present show two production 
numbers, going heavv on nudes. but 
he’s been South hefore and knew 
what thev'd stand for. s9 his ‘Cecino 
des Artistes’ revue is u sort of an 
expurgated version of the chow he 
has been offering in the east. 
First show took up 42 minutes. hut 


management: squeezed. fivé \yvhinutes infirmhi from the weight of ylkavs. Dut iterhplesizeda 4 


| foes 





House Reviews 
EARLE, PHILLY 


(Continued from page 50) 





tered ditty by the band. He waves | 
his stick energetically and bounces | 


with rhythm to draw iunes from the 
14 tan-skinned musicinns. The band 


| doesn’t sound like Duke Ellington’s. 


but manages to do a few tricks with 
the brass. 

Towards the finale, Owens takes 
the front to recite a high-schoolish 
essay entitled ‘My Greatest Thrill.’ 
As he reaches the point where he de- 
scribes the American flag going up 
over the Olvmpic stadium, he band 
into ‘Star Spangled Banner.’ 
Seemed to go over okay on the Earle 


a more sophisticated group. 

Owens’ work is backed bv four 
strong veteran variety acts. Number 
one is a dusky boy who plavs on a 
whistle. which is entirely within his 
mouth, music that sounds like tuned 
static, and accompanies himself on a 
uke. Not billed, but announced as 
Howard Green. 

Next is Midge 


Williams. 


ite. ‘Mood Indigo,’ while the band 
uses part of his arrangement of the 
number. 
lude when singer warbles to accom- 
naniment of trombone, cuitar and 


| this week's is no exception. 


|‘Seandals’ baritone sings four 


audience, but is a little doubtful on | perc “There's Something in the Air,’ 








© 15 YEARS AGO @ 


| 
| (From Variety and Clipper) 








in a jam. 
over Trixie Friganza, who was to/| 
appear for the Post. She did not 





VARIETY 








NEW 


ACTS 





| PAUL DRAPER | 
Dancer 
That Kansas City visual broadcast | 10 Mins. 


| 


Zo on and theatres decided to nix 
all requests for acts. 
Adolph Zukor and Jesse Lasky | 


wrangling over ‘Mistress of 
World, 80,000 foot serial made by 
Joe May in Germany. Zukor bought 
it without Lasky’s O.K. Released as 
a four part (five reels each), it 
flopped badly at the Rialto. Flopped 
everywhere and soon forgotten. 
Florence Reed tried out another 
dramatic sketch. This time ‘A Royal 
Rendezvous’ at the Palace, N. Y. 
Audience was mostly polite, though 


it laughed now and then in the 
wrong places. 

Alex Carr again revived ‘Tob- 
blitzky’ which had served him ofl 


and on for 15 years and still good. 
Dolly Sisters in their third (of five) 
weeks at the Palace and still unable 


Post and Star in a row , Hetel Plaza, N. Y. 


| 


Paul Draper is covered anew here 
for the record. He's been around 
and is by no means new to stage or 
floor show. He's a highly touted | 
iapsier who the Hotel Pierre (Corin- 
thian Room) and Hotel Plaza (Per- 
sian Room) patronage lik2n to As- 


the | taire. 


Draper is in the Astaire category. 
e was the only good thing in the 
ill-fated nitery flurry_at the Pierre 


'and currently, at the Plaza’s Persian 
| Room, following lots of tough com- 


to overcome the handicap of a bad | 


opening week. John Steel was 
knocker-outer. 

Beban at the State 
reel of the picture 
from his play. Half the house beat 
it after his act, though there was 
still a reel of the pix to be shown. 


George 


out one done 





Marcus Loew sold his Regorson 
Co., controlling the Rochester thea- 
tres. to friends close to George East- 


man. Believed that the film manu- 
facturer wanted the town to him- 
self. 


Putnam building in a riot when an 
independent vaude agent was caught 
in a crap game handling phoney 
dice. He got away. but n a hurry. 
Plenty of games in the then strong- 
hold of vaude bookers. 

Vaude so bad out out west the 
Orpheum was closing its 
houses in March. Was in the red on 
Keith was also planning 
early shuts. 


Moore and Littlefield topping the 
State-Lake, Chi.. with ‘Change Your 


Renauly, both femme imps, in oppo- 
sition to each other at the Apollo 
and Palace. 


Figured the B’way legit season was 
about over. Shows going on. but 
no chance for new stuff of impor- 
tance. 


Charlotte Greenwood did so well 
in Brooklyn with ‘Letty Pepper’ at a 
$1.50 top she was shifted from the 
Morosco to the Astor, N. Y., and a 
$2 top announced. Lowest in years 
for a musical. 





his occasional patter is first class. He 
has a dead pan stooge with him. 
Pic this week, stronger than usual, 
is ‘We're on the Jury’ (RKO). Biz is 
good, Herb. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 6. 

Fox has been going definitely for 
class stage shows, since flesh enter- 
tainment policy was restored, and 
Matinee 
audience seemed to like it. 

Headliner is Everett Marshall. not 
seen here in some time. Former 
num- 


| ‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin,’ ‘Stout- 


Hearted Men’ and ‘May I Have the 
Next Romance With You? Okay 
vocally in all of them, although per- 
haps not as strong in upper regisier 
as he used to be. Personality seems 


the | 


parison from the DeMarcos and 
Eddy Ducin, he’s more than holding 
his own. (Draper, Pancho’s orches- 
tra and the very funny Hartmans 
comprise the new talent). 

He’s a finished performer and his 
personality blends well with the 
chi-chi environment of the formal 
Persian Room. Yet he’s by no means 
hi-hat in his hoofing. He audience- 
requests for tunes to tap to: and 
whether it’s the Astaire suggestion 
or not, invariably they ask for ‘Night | 
and Day.’ which he medleyvs with 
‘Some of These Days’ and ‘Tea for 
Two, marking for a very effective 
pot-pourri. That the Panchoites 
keep pace with him so well is to the 
band’s particular credit, although 
Dave Le Winter, Draper's special 
pianist, is the key man in cueing the 


| melodic shifts. 


acting | 


| Up,’ 


| ment 
| hoofer of his calibre. 


| aide. 


larger | 


Julian Eltinge and Francis | 


| cial as a radio sponsor. 





| smooth and suave. 


a bit easier, however, and femme | 
| audience liked him. 
Sylvia Manon’s dance act was 


torch 
singer. who chirps Ellington’s favor- | 


There's also an okay inter- | 


the big fiddle, brought forward on 

ctage. ; 
Conwav and Parks are male twi- | 

lisht-hued harmonizers and unvcuel | 


excellent 
the band 


They do some 
temnoed_ to 


tanvners. 
ynantomime. 


Three encores left the house beatine | 


‘ts palms for more. This duo is fol- 
lowed bv two nairs of Harlem ball- 
rnom terners. doin’ the ‘Susy Q’ end 


the other usual stuff. All the acts hit 
the boards avain. doine their spe- 
cislties. in a renrise finale. 

Owens’ portion of the prog. is 
nreceded by two other acts. Opene 
« Clare and Sonna Sisters. mixed 
‘rig eon skates. Competent. but ihere 


etuff in town now. 
is beiter.. His are 


i ‘aa delice of this 
Pert Welton 


jokes 


identically the same one she offered 
last year at the Earle, but Fox's 
high-class clientele took to it more 
kindly. Classily dressed, the act fea- 
tures corking adagio work involving 
Manon and three men. Some nifty 
tossing and catching of the girl 
brought plenty of audience gasps 
Two vocalists (femmes) supply ac- 
companying songs, just why. it’s 
hard to say. Louis XIV background 
gives the act a little novel atmos- 
phere. 

Paul Remos brings back his 
amezing midget performers, who 
again click stronglv although routine 
is same as ever. The pint-sized pair 
tumble, juggle. balence and, in fact 
do evervihing but sing. 

Lee and Stone combine music and 
comedy. Latter is nothing to write 
home about, but the piano and slide 


trombone numbers are well plaved 
Pic is ‘Rendy. Willing and Ahle’ 
(WB) Combo. as a whole. makes 


for, average. eu! -nment with class 


f . | Watrras Al 


Draper's ‘Blue Danube Waltz’ solo 


and the encoring ‘Organ Grinder’s 
Swing’ are other meaty numbers 
which make for a nice change of | 


pace and withal permit the stepner 
to run the libretto of his limbre 
legs. 

Draper has been in musical com- 
edy, last in Eddie Dowling’s ‘Thumbs | 
and recently made a pic for 
Warners. He's a cinch for a cafe 
floor, and the svelter the environ- 
the better the results for a 
Abel. 


ALEC TEMPLETON 
Pianologist 

10 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Alec Templeton is 27, English and | 
blind. He's guided onto the Rainbow 
Room floor to his Steinway, on a 
platform, by an equally white-tied 
There the ‘sympathy’ angle 
ends. ' 

Templeton is a socko showman. 
He’s been around in Chicago, notably | 
with Jack Hylton’s orchestra last 


season, including the radio. 
Templeton’ tickles the  ivories 
nimbly and well. His routine is 


varied and showmanly. He errs only | 
at the fianle, with that ‘request’ en- 
core for ‘Moonlight Sonata.’ That's 
just a bit too Carnegie, even for the 
Rainbow Room conservatives. and 
while it’s been recorded as getting 
off strongly and consistently, per- 
haps here alone the element of 
politeness asserts itself. 

But for the rest he’s 


| 
| 


as commer- 
His request 
of any five notes, at random, and | 
then illustrating ‘how simple it is to | 
compose music’ is a slightly familiar 
stunt, but deftly done here. (George 
Olsen featured that idea for quite a 
spell, only his band improvised the 
tune and segued pronto into a dance 
arrangement thereof). 

Likewise, too, the Babel of radio 
sound is of familiar pattern; and 
mayhaps one might captiously re¢ail 
that Sheila Barrett's impression of 
Lionel Barrymore doing ‘Goody- 
Goody,’ in this very nitery a couple 
of months ago, is of the same vintage 
as Templeton’s hokum rendition of 
‘Goody-Goody,’ a la Boake Carter. 
But, then, there's little left for com- 
plete novelty, hence the treatment | 
becomes the prime consideration. | 

As Templeton purveys it. he’s 
His Steinwaying | 
is effective, and will continue to be | 
so whether in the snooty environ- 
ment of a Rainbow Room or on the 
rostrum of a picture house. He's 
just as good a novelty for the Para- | 
mount on Broadway as he is 65 floors | 
up in the RCA Bldg. Abel. 





EDITH MANN 

Dancing 

2 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Although lately at the Musie Hall. | 
Edith Mann escaped the New Act |! 
files. She is an ideal specialty artist | 
for picture houses or nite clubs. 

Miss Mann does a tap on toes. It’s 
no sensation, but, in addition to be- | 
ing above the average, it has novelty | 
value and looks well. Was received 
here okay when caught. Char, 
FRANCES HUNT 
Singing 
5 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 

Fortified with a rhythmic, nicely 
controlled voice. a deal of person- 
ality and a good sense of salesmean- 
ship, Frances Hunt may be okav for | 
pictures, She is being tested by 
20th-Fox with that in view. 

Miss Hunt working here with th- 


Benny Goodman orchestra. offered 
ihree numbers when viewed. selline 
them well. ‘I've Got My Love to 
Keep Me Warm’ and ‘He Ain't Got 
Rhythm’ were both well suited to} 
the engagement. ‘Rhythm’ is the 
better of the two for Miss Hunt's 
voice and style. A shorter session | 
with ‘Goodnight. My Love.’ close 
sher auspicioushy. Over strongly here 
‘oe Char, 


MR. & MRS. JESSE CRAWFORD 
Organ 

9 Mins. (Full) 

Roxy, N. Y. 

_ Mr. and Mrs. Crawford, after be- 
ing separated for several years, are 
back together again and in an act 
which can play most any film or 
vaude house. Except that the type 
of act they do isn’t especially adapt- 
able to vaude booking. 

Playing on two small organs, back 
to back, they have figured out a way 
of using center stage. Electrical 
amplification via loud-speakers is 
used in place of pipes. It makes for 
a novel effect and permits appear- 
ance at any point of the show. rather 
than off at the side fore or aft. 

Crawfords are a good organ team, 
Mrs. Crawford specializing in snap- 
plier up-to-the-minute items. while 
her husband takes up the more com- 
plicated musical tunes. And Mrs. 
Crawford can manage to get a sur- 
prising amount of fast rhythm into 
the slow-moving machine Each 
work one song separately, then duo 
for a finale. For finale of the stage 
show here they showed up again, 
this time at each wing of the stage 
for a flash effect. 

There’s a sort of revival of organ- 
logs in film houses at the moment. 
what with community sings over the 
air being popular, so the Crawfords 
should have no trouble finding book- 
ing. Questionable, however, whether 
they can center the show, as they do 
here, in any house outside of New 
York, where they originally built up 
quite a rep at the Paramount Kaiuf. 


SUE HASTINGS (3) 
‘Puppet Follies’ 

8 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Sue Hastings is one of the better 
marionette manipulators. She and 
her two aides handle their puppets 
deitly and embellish the manikin 
a with some nice comedy fol-de- 
rol. 

Presented in the Rainbow Room, 
with its natural spotting on that 
rear-elevation behind the bandstand, 
it’s as if specially designed for a pup- 
pet act. 

Miss Hastings and Co. are a nice 
interlude to start the floor show off, 
but she should cut out about three 
minutes. Runs overboard and doesn't 
help the sum total. Some of the im- 
pressions also could be curtailed or 
totally elided. The one of Mrs. 
Roosevelt makes one wonder that 
perhaps only the Tory attitude of 
the Rockefeller environment 


ace 


| counts for its presence in the reper- 


toire. It’s not there, basically. 


Heretofore, puppets in a_ saloon 


| atmosphere have been decorative or 


incidental, such as in a bar (viz., 
Tony Sarg, Russell Patterson, et al.). 
This is the first time the puppets 
have been moved right into the mid- 
riff of things, and not merely as a 
supplementary sideshow. And to be 
moved into the Rainbow Room is 
certainly the ultimate for any Punch- 


| and-Judy show. Miss Hastings should 


insure her craft by not overstaying 
the welcome. Abel, 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Local music shop displays window 
sign: ‘On sale, recording of ‘The 
Bee,’ not played by Jack Benny.’ 

Town all agog over the change of 
NVA Sanatorium to the Will Rogers 
Memorial Hospital. 

Lent has kinked the nite spots and 
dance halls here, , 

Betty Gordon here visiting her 
hubby. 

Evelyn Waters to the Big Town 
for a look-see, 

Herb Elder, who is Will Rogers 
hospitalizing it and doing oke, was 
surprised with an unannounced 
visit from his son, 

On the day of the change of NVA 
to Will Rogers Hospital, every pa- 
tient at the hospital received from 
Mrs. William (Mother) Morris a box 
of stationery; a dedication gift. 

Salvador Ragone back to the lodge 
from Brooklyn, where he attended 
the funeral of his mother. 

Fifi Climas, late of the N. T. G, 
Revue, just passed another mile- 
stone. 


RICKARD SET FOR SHORTS 
Vernon Rickard, singer currently 
at Gyido’s Saphire Room, N. Y., has 


been signed for series of shorts fo1 
Warner Bros. 
First, to go before cameras Mon- 


day (15), will star Fifi D’Orsay. 
RKO Sets Mary Small 
Mary Small has couple weeks of 
RKO vaude time. Kid opens Thurs- 


day (11) at Keith’s, Boston. and has 
week of 25th at Palace, Chicago. 
The Chi date will be her fifth 
stand there in two years. 
MURRAY FEIL IN N. Y. 
Murray Feil, of the William More 
ris Coast office, is in New York for 
a cpyple of, weeks’ headquariers hucd- 
dhe. 3 i oe yf } lcs 
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Yiddish Legits Forsaking 2d Avenue; 


Several Moving to Times Square 





Take It’ Stage Manager's 
Serious Bath Tub Mishap 


William McFadden, stage manager 
of ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth, N. Y., was seriously injured 








Second avenue’s constantly reit- 
erated threat to move uptown to 
Broadway will become a fact next 
season, of necessity. There will be at 
least two and perhaps three Yiddish 
troupes in the Broadway area, while 
the theatres in the regular Second 
avenue sector will be cut down to 
only two or three. This despite the 
fact that Yiddish legit is winding up 
its best season in some years when 
all the houses shutter on April 4. It 
has been, in fact, so good a season 

»that a few of the theatres are consid- 
ering trying to extend the season a 
few weeks beyond the regular clos- 
ing date. 

Weinstock and Hertzig, operators 
of an indie film chain, have signa- 
tured for a takeover of the Yiddish 
Folks theatre, Second avenue and 
12th street, after the end of the cur- 
rent season of Yiddish legit, and will 
install second-run films, Also consid- 
ering a foreign film policy. Same 
chain is also negotiating with the 
Public theatre, Second avenue and 
Fifth street, for installation of a film 
policy. This house is across the} 
street from the Loew’s Commodore. 
If it goes through, the avenue would 
be left with only the National and 
Second Avenue available for legit. 

Maurice Schwartz and his Yiddish 
Art theatre, forced out of Second 
avenue by a shrinkage of theatre 
space last season, has set the Venice 
(formerly Jolson) for next season. 
He was at the Ambassador this sea- 
son, closing down two weeks ago. 
Ambassador is now being talked to 
by Joseph Rumshinsky and Menasha 
Skulnik as the site for a Yiddish 


RICHIE LING HELD 





last Friday (5), 


Equity, where he _ served 
council for many years. 
first actor 
1919 strike. 


who walked out in 


At the same time Ida Mulle 
ites to strike. 


life playing parts in 
shows, never became a citizen. 
was a resident alien, probably the 
reason he, like other Britishers, saw 
no reason to obtain American 
citizenship. 


WHITE HORSE 
CASTS 25% CUT 


A salary cut of 25% for the cast of 
‘White Horse Inn,’ Center, N. Y., will 
operetta troupe next season. If not | become effective this week. This fol- 
going through, another house will be | lows the slice of the players in “The 
sought, but one certainty is that a| Eternal Road’ recently. Brace of at- 
troupe headed by this duo will be/|tractions represent an investment of 
somewhere in the Broadway sector | more than $750,000. 

at the start of next season’s activi-| ‘Inn’ cut follows the drop in atten- 








ties. Still another Yiddish operetta | dance last week when the gross was 
group is talking about the 49th St.| considerably under an even break. 
theatre. Stipulated for ‘Inn’ cast that full 


With these several moves consum- | salaries will be paid when the gross 
mated, Broadway would become|reaches or tops $28,000. Last week’s 
headquarters for Yiddish legit pro- | takings were around $23,000. 


duction with Second avenue taking 
its place among Yiddish nabes. Thus ; 

Curzon Gets Equity Nod, So 
Acts in ‘Hitch Your Wagon’ 


it would be on a footing with the 
several Bronx and Brooklyn Yiddish 

George Curzon, English actor who 
debuted over here last season in 


legit houses and there probably 
‘Parnell’ and appeared in ‘Black 


would be no greater total of Yiddish 

legits in greater New York than at 
Limelight,’ a fall attraction on Broad- 
way, will play in ‘Hitch Your Wa- 


present, with about 12 theatres oper- 
gon,’ now in rehearsal, with the con- 


ating. 
sent of Equity. Under the alien actor 


Bard’s B’way Popularity 
Due lo Author Shortage, rules he would be required to lay 
off, so far as legit is concerned, for 


According to Hamilton six months. In granting the conces- 


sion for ‘Wagon,’ it was stipulated 
Schenectady, March 9. that Curzon would not be permitted 
* The click of William Shakespeare 


in another show for one year after 
at ee box offices this season Owen’ wah ey Doveniied by Pear- 
od Beal > no small measure to a son and Baruch. Young managers 
= ~ wd searcity of outstanding told the Equity council that they had 
mn ywrights contributing to the offered the part to three American 

merican legit, Clayton Hamilton, actors who said they had other en- 
author and critic, said in a lecture gagements and were at loss to find a 
at Union College here. 

Hamilton, who has been one of 


lead other than the British player. 
the guest lecturers at the Institute 


Gen wlits Ge tethers Da meee Day Tuttle Scouting 
H’ wood for Mt. Kisco 

















val on Union campus for the past 
two summers, blamed Hollywood 
for the dearth of important play- 





wrichts. 

The film capital, he explained, Day Tuttle, who operates the Mt. 
snares all pctentially successful | Kisco (N. Y.), playhouse with Rich- 
writers, to have them grind out|ard Skinner, is en route to Holly- 
‘mechanized scenarios for gum-| wood to scour around for some 
chewing shop girls.” Hamilton cited | screen names he might be able to 


lure East for guest appearance at 
his barn this summer. During win- 
ter months Tuttle runs the Civic 
Little theatre in Washington, D.C. 

Mary Young, with a straw hat on 
Cape Cod, for several weeks, has 
been contacting picture players in 
Hollywood for engagements at her 
summer site. 


as a notable example of this baneful 
transformation the case of Clifford 
Odets, who, he declared, turned from 
‘radical’ to ‘economic royalist’ in less 
than a year. 





Levy-Tishman Legit Try 
Chicago, March 9. 

Mike Levy, former vaude agent, 
and Irving Tishman, vaude agent, ; 
are combining forces to enter legit 
production next season. 

Readying a new drama by 
tagged ‘Career’ 
ing on Labor Day. 





Four Join New Orleans FTP 
March 9. 











Levy New Orleans, 
for New York open- 


Show calls for a | 





ODD EQUITY STATUS 


Richie Ling, who was found dead 
in his room at the Lambs club, N. Y., 
following a sudden 
heart attack, had a unique rating in 
on the 
He was the 
the 


Ling, who was appearing in ‘Chu 
Chin Chow’ at the Manhattan O. H.., 
where the show had been running 18 
months (opened in November, 1917). 
and 
Lucy Beaumont walked on the spec- | 
tacle, being the first women Equity- 


Deceased was an Englishman and 
although he spent the prime of his 
Broadway 
Ling 


Addition of four Hollywood play- 
ers to the staff of the Federal The- 


at his home last week. While turning 
on the water in his bath tub the por- 
celain faucet snapped, gashing the 
palm of his right hand. 

The wound was sewed up but evi- 
dently particles of porcelain had not 
been removed and infection set in. 
In extreme pain he was removed to 
the Crown Point hospital, Brooklyn, 
where a surgeon removed the stitches 
and inserted a drain. Sunday (7) it 


again with the patient again suffer- 


indicated but doctors believed 
would continue localized. 





BWAY OPINES = 
VOSPER CASE 
NO SUICIDE 





The mysterious disappearance from 
| the French liner, S. S. Paris, and 
| probable death at sea of 37-year-old 
| Prank Vosper last Friday (5) as the 
|beat neared England, was not sui- 
| cidal, according to friends in New 
York. He was full of plans for the 
future and enthusiastic about re- 
turning to Broadway next season in 
‘Rose Without a Thorn,’ rated one of 
his most successful London shows. 
Despite that, he was deeply chagrined 
over his notices over here and at 
| times went into tantrums back stage. 


was necessary. to open the wound | 


ing intensely. Sceptic poisoning was | whether 
it | New law if adopted would provide | 


——=3 


Clitterhouse’ Playbill Favored 
By Nat'l Advertisers; Rates Vary 





LAW DRAFTED TO CURB 
N.Y. LEGIT FIRE HAZARDS 


Latest move for a New York 
ordinance against smoking in legit 
theatres has been outlined. It calls 
|for a rule barring the striking of 
during the performances 
for smoking or otherwise. 








matches 
i 


| for a fireman to be on duty in the 
| front of the house, in addition to 
, the one regularly stationed back- 
stage to guard against fire and 
oe 
is understood, however, that 
le are opposed to any spe- 
icone prohibition which would tend 
to harry audiences. At hearings re- 
cently when another ordinance of 
similar intent was proposed, legit 
showmen claimed such a measure 
would be discriminatory since smok- 
ing is permitted in the balconies of 
most picture and vaudefilm theatres. 
Should the proposed measure be- 


come law, summonses returnable in | 
the magistrates’ courts would be/| 
served by the firemen to offenders. 





GIELGUD-EVANS 
BARD ROUTINE 


Sequel to the Broadway ‘Hamlet’ 





Indications are that the theory of 
his going out the window of the 
veranda attached to the cabin of the 
British beauty, Muriel Oxford, with | 
the idea of dropping to the prome- 
nade deck and returning to his 
cabin, is correct. He was bored with 


British prize winning beauty. Friends | 
scout the report that Vosper 





friends. 

Vosper, author-actor, who came 
over here last fall to appear in his 
own play ‘Love from a Stranger,’ 
was accompanied by 22-year-old 
Peter Wiles and they were insepa- 
rable companions. It is apparently 
correct that Wiles and Miss Oxford 
were on cordial terms but ‘it was not 
that serious’ to cause Vosper to leap 
into the ocean. The two men were 
cabin mates. 

Over here Vosper was rarely seen 
at events which women attended. 
During the short run of ‘Stranger,’ 
he was given a screen test by 
Warners. Wiles, who accompanied 
Vosper at the time, was also tested 
and assigned to ‘Call It a Day’ film. 
Vosper, who was offered a Holly- 
wood interlude by Warners, de- 
clined the assignment in ‘The Prince 
and the Pauper.’ 

He returned to London, Wiles go- 
ing to the Coast. Vosper joined him 
in Hollywood about five weeks ago 
after a trip from London to Central 
America. They were in New York 


and enemies.’ 
| Miss Oxford were more than casual | | to 





Paris. 
Miss Oxford recently withdrew 
from the ensemble of the ‘French 








ON WIFE’S 1006 TRUST 





but two days prior to sailing on the | 


Casino Folies,’ N. Y. She was one of | 
the few real imported beauties that | 
those shows have actually had. | 


| 


MOORE SETTLES SUIT 


| 
| 


Raymond Moore, director of the | 


Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass.., 


plays on Broadway, 
court last Wednesday (3), in 
Edna Tweedy Moore, 
2. .§ Compromise was 
the papers signed 
Foley. 

Mrs. 


who died Oct. 
reached, with 
by Surrogate 


Moore, heiress to the Bradley 
lumber fortune, left her husband a 
| life interest in a trust fund 
|} $100,000. Under a new arrangement, 





cast of 90. atre unit here announced by Jack} Moore relinquishes his interest in 
Kingsberry, director. They were this trust, which reverts to the es- 

Mortimer L. A. Agents Head Carole Wood, Mrs. Agnes Johns, | tate. He is to be paid $45,000 now 
Los Angeles, March 9. Walter Armitage and Hugh Beau- | and $58,828 from the first monev 

The Agents (legit) re-elected G.| mont. ) av ailable in the residuary estate. If, 
Horace Mortimer president, William| Miss Wood recently completed a after the will is probated, he should 
F. Molitor and Fred Lotto, v.-p.’s,| two-season engagement with Gil- | try to take the share of a surviving 


and J. Frank Gibbons sec-treas. 

John Henry Mears also chosen a 
v.p. to succeed Edward Cook, who 
hig gohe east. * 


house. Under the pen name o 





poetry awar 


more Brown at his Pasadena Play- 


husband against his wife’s will. and 


{| if it is shown that he has no right to | 
Camille PUpErHy » she, won $1,000 


such a share. Moore will be .cut off 
from all further share in the estate. 





and | ‘ 
occasional backer and producer «| from the Morosco Saturday 


settled out of | 


i oe 
his fight against the will of his wife, | 


of | 


war of this season is likely to come 
next season. If it goes through— 
and there is a good chance of it— 
this is likely to mean that Maurice 
Evans will appear on Broadway in 
‘Hamlet,’ while John Gielgud plays 


the party being held in honor of the | ‘Richard II’ 


Evans and Gielgud are ‘friendly 
Both English actors came 
prominence in Shakespearean 


| plays in London a couple of seasons 


ago at the Old Vic, Evans follow- 


ing Gielgud into the house in a num- | 


ber of revivals. Both are young 
men and both play the same type of 
roles. Gielgud smashed the Ameri- 
can long-run record in ‘Hamlet’ 
earlier this season, while Evans is 
currently clicking off a fine run to 
big coin in ‘Richard.’ 


TWO SHOWS OUT 


‘Stage Door’ closing at the Music 
Box, Saturday (13), in its 21st 
week would probably have ex- 
tended through spring but for the 
disaffection of its feature actress 
Margaret Sullavan, who is with- 
drawing because of expectant 
motherhood. Show was paced over 
$19,000 weekly early in the engage- 
ment and although under $14,000 
last week was still operating at a 
profit. 











‘STAGE DOOR’ 
Opened Oct. 22, ’37. Opinions 
were rather divided on _ this 
George S. Kaufman-Edna Fer- 
ber play starring Margaret Sul- 
lavan. Gabriel (American) 
termed it ‘pleasant and expertly 
amusing,’ but Anderson (Jour- 
nal) saw it as ‘mechanical and 

stedgy stuff.’ 
VARIETY (Ibee) 
plenty on the ball.’ 


said: ‘Has 











‘Fulton of Oak Falls’ will be with- 


after playing five weeks. First 
| Cohan and Harris attraction in long 
| time drew mildly but star’s perform- 
| ance was highly lauded. 





‘FULTON OF OAK FALLS’ 

Opened Feb. 10, ’37.  First- 
stringers tried hard to be kind 
to this first co-production ef- 


fort of George M. Cohan and 
Sam H. Harris in years. Ga- 
briel (American) said, ‘I wish 


it were a faster, firmer piece,’ 
and Atkinson (Times) called it 
‘a little thin and a little con- 
ventional in plan.’ 

Variety (Land) said: ‘Likely 
to do some biz, but not to be 
judged by ordinary trade stand- 
ards.’ 











+ 





Theatre program at the Hudson, 
N. Y., which returned to the legit 
last week after more than two years 
as a Columbia broadcasting studio, 
contained 52 pages. The surprising 
amount of ad copy for a house that 
has not been used for Broadway at. 
tractions was explained by the pub- 
lishers. They stated that a number 
of national advertisers had ordered 
their space switch into the Hudson 
program from other theatres on the 
ground that ‘The Amazing Dr. Clit. 
terhouse’ is an imported attraction 
| and the type of audiences expected 
ito attend would be more responsive 
| than those attracted by a number of 
| other shows. 
| -Fees paid for the program privi- 
lege on Broadway varies consider- 
ably, depending on the standing of 
; the theatres and the type of attrac- 
|tions. Formerly the seasonal pay- 
ments ranged from $1,200 to $1,500, 
but no theatre is now getting any- 
where near that much. Winter 
| Garden is said to be bringing the 
highest program price at present, the 
| figure mentioned being $750. 

When the depression set in pro- 
gram rights dropped steadily. At 
this time nothing is paid some thea- 
tres, publishers claiming that they 
must reduce the page rate, because 
advertisers contend that certain 
shows draw the wrong kind of 
patronage so far as the sale of the 
products goes. 

At the Hudson the program pub- 
lishers agree to pay $500 for the 
rights, but the house must guarantee 
a season of at least 20 weeks. Next 
season the rights figure may vary 
one way or another, according to 











the length of the season and the 
shows booked. The 48th St. brings 
|$250 per season for the program, 


while nothing is paid for the privi- 
| lege of the Forrest. 


Buffalo Leading Fight 
To Legalize Kid Actors 
Throughout N. Y. State 


Buffalo, March 9. 


Local Children’s Aid enforcement 
agencies are reported behind a move 
to legalize the appearance of minors 
in dramatic performances in New 
York State. Recent cancellation of 
Katharine Cornell’s ‘Wingless Vic- 
tory’ here due to threats of the 
Children’s Aid Society to close the 
show on account of a minor in the 
cast added to recent radio blast by 
Rudy Vallee over a local radio sta- 
tion condemning the authorities for 
refusing to allow a youngster to ap- 
pear in his act, has made the Buf- 
falo public quite kid-conscious as 
far as stage performances are con- 
cerned. 

Enforcement societies have been 
coming in for heavy criticism with 
up-staters puzzled as to why the law 
should be enforced here and not in 
New York City. 

Attacks on the Buffalo Children’s 
Aid Society seem to have resulted in 
a movement by that organization to 
sponsor a bill wherein the appear- 
ance of minors in dramatic perform- 
ances may be legalized by permit 
from boards of education, under 
state-wide regulations to be laid 
down by the State Board of Regents. 














| HART HIES EAST 
| Hollywood, March 9. 
Teddy Hart is leaving for New 

York latter part of the month to be- 
'gin rehearsals for the new play, 
|‘Room Service,’ which George Abbott 
will produce. 

| Hart, brought to the Coast by 
| Warners for ‘Three Men on a HK yrse,’ 
‘is currently appearing in ‘Footloose 

at the same studio. 


| 


| deiress’ 


Mich. Little Theatre Huddle 
Detroit, March 9. 


With representatives from more 
than 20 groups in Michigan, the 
fourth annual Michigan Little The- 
| atre conclave will be held this Sat- 
urday (13) in Kalamazoo. Steps will 
be taken to form a state-wide organ- 
ization of nonpro theatres. 

Principal speaker will be Barrett 
H. Clark, executive director of Dra- 
| matists’ Play Service. Subject will be 

‘The American Theatre Grows Up.’ 


| 
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Arthur Hopkins’ Scribner's Mag 
Yarn Points to Pix as Knell of Legit 


Arthur Hopkins in the current 
Scribner's tells how Broadway missed 
‘natural’ by passing up the picture 
1 ‘Hollywood Takes Over 
the Theatre,’ he points out that had 
legit managers ‘gone into pictures 
they might have found ways to keep 


a 


industry. Ir 


the theatre more active i and 
a small percentage of Hollywood 
profits could have financed many 


hazardous and worthy enterprises 
p they could have afforded to 
subsidize the dramatists, not leaving 
them to choose between the chill 
blasts of Broadway and the lure of 
Hollywood.’ 

The preducer pointedly asserts 
that the passing generation of man- 
agers—old-timers he calls them— 
would not or could not learn about 
the then new film business. He ob- 
serves, ‘The point, now too painfully 
clear, is that a vast new social in- 
fiuence in entertainment has taken 
form in which theatre men took no 
part. They failed to realize the pos- 
sibilities of reaching millions instead 
of hundreds of people.’ 

“opkins, one of the most astute of 
levit managers, tells of the heyday 
of the theatre when managers met 
at the Knickerbocker cafe (42nd 
and Broadway) and talked of ‘huge 
grosses.’ Occasionally an ‘inconspic- 
uous, modest little man’ named Zu- 
kor who did something in 
pictures was on hand » any or 
all of them could have been his part- 
ners. He would have been glad to 
have them; he was seeking helpful 
connections. But his was looked on 
as a cheap game.’ 

Vanity Angle 

The manager declares that vanity 
is the only explanation of why the- 
atre men shied away from picture 
business. He says they went to sleep | 
while strangers took over the amuse- 
ment business of the country and | 
large part of the world without a 
struggle. He describes the late Mar- 
cus Loew: ‘Like Zukor he was a 
modest and unpretentious man, not 
given to boastings and claims usually 
associated with show business.’ 

The number of theatres and com- 
panies operating reached the peak 
in 1920, says the showman author, 
and the picture business started to 
find its stride in that same year. He 
credits Warners with the introduc- 
tion of sound films and the success 
of their ‘The Jazz Singer’ as the 
bombshell that really shook the 
legitimate theatre. There followed 
the raiding of the stage for talent 
and the luring of playwrights. But 
he contends that the projection of 
personality is far more important to 
pictures and gives this advice to 
Hollywood: ‘Never mind talent, look 
for personality.’ 

Hopkins also stated that the hit 
mania has ‘spread from the ticket 
speculators to the critics and to that 
first public which largely determines 
the fate of a play.’ He adds that in 
the past there were many admirable 
plays which survived but which 
were not hits. 

Magazine also carried comment on 
the Hopkins article by Burns Mantle, 
tritic of the N. Y. Daily News, and 
Brocks Atkinson, reviewer for the 
N. Y. Times. Both agree with what 
he has written, particularly that the 
screen has taken over the business 
of mass entertainment, but both 
have a defense for the theatre. As 
for the showman’s complaint that 
critics over-€mphasize the opening 
of the success, Mantle wrote: ‘I defy 
him (Hopkins) to tell me a time 
when these conditions and customs 
have not obtained.’ 


‘Hot’ to Loop in 5 Wks. 


‘Red, Hot and Blue’ will be Chi- 
cago’s spring musical eee 
Show current at the Alvin, N. Bis 
in its last five weeks, closing April 
10. It will lay off during Holy Week, 
starting March 22. 

Because of the Saturday finale 
here, ‘Hot’ will not debut in the 








Loop until the following Tuesday 
(13). 

It will be spotted in the Grand 
Opera House, 


’ 


+ 








Tough Luck Finale 


heii March 9. 
George Holland, Boston critic 
and columnist, ended his one- 
week theatrical career in about 
as dismal a manner asa hard- 
luck guy could. Just preceding 
the last show of the last day, 
Wednesday (3), he stepped out 
of a restaurant across from the 
Keith Boston where he was do- 
ing a p.a. with the Ritz Bros. 
Stepping off the curb, Hol- 
land’s legs crumpled up under 
him and he sustained a double 
fracture of the right leg. In his 
own column, the following day, 
the New Act certified he was 
cold sober. 











Monday (8) at the National, 


3 More Weeks for 


Coward Season; 
Crothers Play In 


‘Tonight at 8.30,’ which resumed 
Ny 2a 
last 





after being forced to lay off 


| week because of the illness of Noel 


Coward, 
| ment March 27, at which time it will 


| 
| 





will terminate the engage- 


four 
Broadway. Nine playlets presented 
in sets of three, was originally slated 
for 12 weeks. 


Coward was forced off through an | Lent. 
| attack of laryngitis but has been ill| made for 


otherwise, being extremely nervous | 
for some weeks. Physicians advised 
against Coward appearing on the 
stage longer than the final three 
weeks’ period, warning the author- 
star there would be danger of a 
breakdown. He tips the beam at 127 
pounds, being underweight. 

‘Tonight’ has not dropped under 
$23,000 weekly since opening. Ad- 
vance sale was over $15,000 for the 
missed week but less than 20% was 
refunded, most of the tickets being 
exchanged for performances this 
week. Coward and Gertrude Law- 
rence, his co-star, played ‘Tonight’ 
in London for 30 weeks, an unusu- 
ally long season for him. 

In addition to playing over here 
Coward completed his autobiography 
‘Present Indicative, which has been 
appearing serially in the Sunday Ex- 
press, London, for the past month. 


|It is due for publication over here 


in book form in about one month. 
With the definite date of closing 
set for ‘Tonight,’ John Golden will 
push forward his plans for a spring 
showing out of town of Rachel 
Crothers ‘Susan and God,’ in which 
Miss Lawrence will be starred. Miss 
Lawrence will sail for the Corona- 
tion early in May, so that ‘Susan’ 
will have but three or four weeks. 
She visited Atlantic City last week. 
Bert Lytell was engaged to play 
the lead opposite Miss Lawrence. 
Engagement was made verbally last 
week because the definite closing 
date of ‘Tonight’ was not known 
when Lytell agreed to the deal. 


Winchell’s Vote 





| Editor Variety: 





Just read about the Critics Circle 
in your legit columns, I do not ex- 
pect to cast a vote for the best play 
this vear but if (Robert) Coleman 
is not allowed maybe they will per- 
mit me to vote for the play that 
Coleman picks. 

Walter Winchell. 


Refers to Winchell being the of- 
ficial drama critic of the N. Y. Daily 
Mirror although Coleman covers 
most of the legits. Coleman, how- 
ever, as the No. 2 reviewer, has no 
C.C. membership or vote. 


OAD’ DECISION 


Spectacle Cast, Stagehands 
and Musicians in Agree- 


—Other 


Troupes 


Is Success 


CATHOLIC APPROVAL 





| been indicated after 


dormant for some time, 


The possibility of Sunday legit 
performances on Broadway has again 
the subject lay 
That Equity 


may change its attitude, that of 
blocking Sundays by requiring 
double pay, although such _per- 


formances are legal in the state of 
New York, was also indicated when 
an exception was made for ‘The 
Eternal Road,’ Manhattan O. H. 

In conceding Sundays to the Bibli- 
cal spectacle, Equity leaders believed 
that it would be a test case as to 
whether such performances instead 
of Monday nights will draw better 
attendance, There were other angles 
considered by the council in the case 
of ‘Road’ which has been hampered 
ever since opening, particularly dis- 
appointing business. 

Equity took in consideration the 
interest of the Catholic clergy in the 
spectacle which is markedly secular. 





| 


That church has been in favor of 


John B. Kelly, of the 
opal Actors’ Guild, has come out 
openly saying that such a play could 
| be witnessed by his people during 
There was no dispensation 
‘Road’ as reported and 
there is no special order for those 
|of the faith from attending theatre. 

Meyer W. Weisgal, original promo- 
ter of ‘Road,’ presented facts to 
Equity and secured quick action at 
last week’s council session. He had 
already received a concession from 
the stage hands and musicians unions 
on Sunday performances, both as- 
serting they would work for the 
regular wage if the, actors did. When 
that was verified the concession was 
granted and the first Sunday for 
‘Road’ will be played Sunday after- 
noon, March 21. Equity’s action was 
based on: ° 

1. Willingness of the actors to 
work Sundays. 

2. Religious nature of the presen- 
tation. 

3. Agreement of other stage unions 
to work at the regular scale. 

When the Sunday law was passed, 


theatre that was opposed, despite the 
fact that in out-of-town stands where 
Sundays had been played there was 
no objection. When Equity voted 
in double pay for Sundays, the other 
unions followed suit. They had 
strongly favored Sundays, but took 
that means of protection. 

That the Jewish and Catholic 
churches want the show to be seen 
there is little doubt because of its 
religious teachings. There appears 
to be a wide interest in children for 
the show, too, and it was figured that 
Sunday afternoon afforded the only 
opportunity for attendance by most 
youngsters. 

Weisgal 
‘Road’ 


also. pointed out that 
is the only attraction of the 
kind on the boards and that the 
enormous cost of production will 
probably never been equalled. As 
for Equity, its council has discretion- 
ary powers, including this the first 
Sunday grant. Fact that the spec’s 
players readily assented to Sundays 
also counted. When the issue was 
voted on very few members favored 
trying Sundays at the regular wage. 
It would appear that there has been 
some change in viewpoint among the 
membership, although ‘Road’ may 
prove an exception. 

Ticket scale will shortly be re- 
duced from $4.40 to $3.30. Higher 
top was always figured to be an er- 





ror when the scale was first an- 
nounced. Top for Sunday after- 


INTEREOTo 8 WAY 


ment on Sabbath Shows | 
Might | 


Follow Suit if Experiment | 


| Totten put 














Oversubscribed 


A New York philanthropist 
donated $1,000 for the purpose 


of buying dollar tickets for 
children to see ‘The Eternal 
Road,’ Manhattan O.H. gratis. 


Small ad was placed ina Jew- 
ish daily. 

Claimed that 24,000 applica- 
tions were received as a result. 
That was one reason which im- 
pelled Equity to permit the 
spec showing on Sunday. 











Tyro Actresses 
Paid Totten; Say 
Never Got Roles 


Complaint has been filed with the 
district attorney of New York against 
Joe Byron Totten by T. Roger 
Mahon, attorney, on behalf of three 
embryo actresses who allege they 
invested over $2,000 in a show which 
on and in which they 
were to appear on Broadway. The 
girls claim that the manager promised 
them an opportunity to appear in 





| the spec right along because of its| 
| have played 17 weeks in addition to Old Testament episodes. At least one | 
weeks out of town prior to| priest, Father 


Equity was the only faction in the! 


New York and only on such repre- 
sentation did they provide the coin. 
They exhibited contracts to sub- 
stantiate their allegations. 


The play In question was called 
‘Four to Go’ which opened and 
closed in Jackson Heights, N. Y., 
after one week. Totten is reputed to 
| have offered the technical defense 
that since the suburban Jackson 
Heights is within the city limits 
be therefore carried out his end 
of the bargain. It was known that 
assistant district attorney, Nelson 
Kantor, subpoenaed Totten to appear 
vesterday (Tuesday) to explain the 
transactions with the young actresses. 
Latter visited the d.a.’s office last 
Friday (5) after which Kantor sum- 
moned Totten. Manager failed to ap- 
pear, Kantor stating that if Totten 
did not show up by Thursday (11) 
afternoon he would take other action. 


Hilda Dallmann, said to have at- 
tended the Hilda Spong dramatic 
school and Elizabeth Palmer, both 
from the west and Bernice Bernard 
of Baltimore made the complaint. 
Miss Dallmann is reported putting in 
$1,000, the largest amount, the other 
girls being said to have invested $500 
each. Indicated that others in the 
cast also invested, and it was stated 
| that the settings did not indicate the 
money went into production. 


The matter was also placed before 
Equity with a request that it lend at 
least moral support since it has 
taken a firm stand against members 
being asked to put money into shows. 
Equity was asked to have a repre- 
sentative present during the question- 
ing of Totten with the idea that it 
might be brought out that, in pro- 
fessional circles, a try-out in Jack- 
son Heights was not considered to 
mean a Yew York engagement. An 
Equity man was present yesterday 
to so testify. 





Blocki Play in Rehearsal 
The new Fritz Blocki play, as yet 
untitled, is in rehearsal under the 
direction of Harold Winston. Cast 
now includes Lulu McConnell, James 
Spottswoode and Claire Carlton. De- 


family of inveterate gamblers, it may 
follow ‘Tonight at 8:30’ at the Na- 
tional, N. Y. 

Winston was recently assistant di- 
rector and talent scout for Columbia 
Pictures. Previously he was legit 
director. Blocki is reported having 
dug up the bankroll himself. 





noons will be $2.75. Conforming to 
the state law Monday night per- 
formances will be dropped. 





scribed as a ‘fantastic farce’ about a | 





Press Agents’ Ass'n Asks Minimum 


Salaries of $100 Per Week; 3 Classes 


+ 


The new 
Press Agents’ 


last Sunday 


New York Theatrical 
Association was formed 
when an extended con- 
stitution and by-laws were adopted, 
One of the stipulations which will 
feature a basic contract, to be drawn 
up and presented to managers, is to 
establish a minimum salary of $100 
weekly. That provision is aimed to 
prevent newcomers edging into the 
field and copping assignments which 
would ordinarily go to recognized 
p.a.’s by working cheaply. 

The minimum is not a high figure 
but under the salary usually com- 
manded by Broadway press agents. 
There will be no limit on the num- 
ber of attractions any one p.a. may 
handle whether the shows are by 
the same producer or several pro- 
ducers, There was considerable dis- 
cussion during the reading of the 
rules but it is claimed that the meet- 
ing was orderly and that the phras- 
ing of the rules was clarified. 

There will be three classes of 
membership, senior, associate and 
junior. Seniors, of which there are 
about 30, of both sexes, are those 
who have worked as p.a.’s_ with 
Broadway shows for 40 weeks dur- 
ing the past five years. Associate 
members are those who may agent 
a show or two without remaining in 
the field but are eligible to senior 
rating when completing a 40-week 
period. Junior members are those 
who are young assistant writers to 
either senior or associate members. 

Only senior members have the 
right to vote on all resolutions. As- 
sociate members will have the 
privilege of voting on matters of 
finances, since they pay dues. Any 
member, however, may enter dis- 
cussions and offer resolutions. 

Another meeting will be held at 
the Algonquin hotel, N. Y., next 
Sunday (14) at which time officers 
and the board will be named and 
the amount of annual does decided 
on, 


Leslie Howard Changes 
Plan; New B’way Role 
After 2d ‘Hamlet’ Tour 


Leslie Howard will appear on 
Broadway in a new play next seae 
son, setting at rest a report that he 
might not against play the metroe- 
politan boards. That had been ine 
dicated by the British actor-man- 
ager’s remarks when he was upset 
by New York notices of his ‘Ham- 
let.’ 

Howard's ‘Hamlet,’ which closed 
Saturday on the Coast, so that he 
could start a film commitment on 
the Warner lot, is now claimed to 
have worked out of the red on tour. 
In a statement, the star explains that 
the road dates were highly profit- 
able and that the attraction would 
again tour. 

Upon resumption 
start his ‘Hamlet’ 
play east. Supporting cast; how- 
ever, is on. the way back and the 
resumed tour will probably be dated 
for late summer or early in the fall. 
The production has been stored in 
Los Angeles. 

Howard backed himself in ‘Hamlet’ 
and, while it was an unusual produc- 
tion, its estimated cost was exag- 
gerated. 





Howard will 
in the west and 





Stern Takes Queensboro, 
Elmhurst, N. Y., for Stock 


Jack Stern, who operates the sum- 
mer theatre at Saugerties, N. Y., and 
the Capitol, stock legit house at Al- 
bany, will reopen the Queensboro 
theatre, Elmhurst, N. Y., May 1, as 
a stock and revival site with a group 
called American Group Players, 
Theatre seats about 1,700. 

Policy of revivals and stock at the 
start will be extended to include 
subway circuit tours and break-ins, 
House is first set by Stern, who will 
use it as the nucleus for a chain 
within nearby eastern communities, 
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Chiselers on the Loose Again; 


It's a Sign Broadway's Back in Biz 








| Shows in Rehearsal 
| 





‘Chalked Out’—Brock Pemberton. 

‘Shoot a Grand Duke’—Brock 
Pemberton. 

‘Miss Quis’ (tentative)—Vinton 
| Freedley. 


‘Hitch Your Wagon’—-Pearson 


and 


Can't Protect Play ‘Ideas, U.S. Judge 
Woolsey’s Opinion in Dead End’ Suit 





The opinion dismissing the plagia- 
rism action of Edna Buckler, an un- 
known dramatist, against Sidney 
Kingsley, was filed in the U. S. 
Circuit court in New York yesterday 





‘Show business is so bad they / crashers are understood to get away | i 
won't even come in on a pass.’ with it. There are two methods Baruch. 

That was a common expression in| used at such theatres. One is for| ‘Excursion'—John C. Wilson. 
the side alleys of Broadway a few | the phoney to dress well, be accom- ‘Farewell Summer’—B. F. Kamsler. 
seasons ago. But it's changed now. | panied by a giil and stroll into the ‘Babes in Arms’—Dwight D. 
Legits are prospering once more. ‘house with the crowd during the! wiman. 
Deadheads are again abroad in the first intermission. Other method is ‘Hi Excell *_Buchar and | 
land. And the agents’ telephones! to buy a minimum-priced ticket and, es Ss 
ring far into the night. at the first intermission, move down Tuerk. 

Aimost every call is for a pair of | and take an empty seat on the first ‘Onct Upon a_ Lifetime’—Marty 
Oakleys, they claim, and nearly all) floor. But neither of those ancient Forkins. 
are phoneys. But they don’t mind. | dodges will work if the house crew Ss 
Not really. For they know that as | is interested in preventing it. The 


soon as the phone stops ringing for 


passes it’s time to fold the show. 

One press agent lists the various 
phoneys as follows: Trick voice 
artists, fake news service men, 


pseudo radio commentators, women 
lecturers who never delivered a lec- 
ture in their lives, people claiming 
to represent a company whose 
mention the show, charity racketeers, 
givers of presents, ‘old friends’ 
Squeedunk, 
night in Jack and Charlie’s,’ 


ads | 
| ‘The 
from | was 
girls who ‘met you that | 
relatives | 


of celebrities and friends of the pro- | 


star. 
Can’t Get Away With It 

But no matter how ingenious they 
are, or how ingenuous they seem, 
they rarely put it over, 

‘A phoney always gives himself | 
away if you just give him a chance,’ | 
he says. ‘Mainly it’s because a | 
phoney has to think up complicated | 
dodges, while the legitimate people | 
can make a simple, direct request. 

‘So, as soon as a fellow goes into | 
a long story I know he’s a phoney. | 


ducer or 


I just keep him on the phone, keep 
him talking and he always trips 
himself.’ 

Chief characteristic all phoneys 


have in common is that they’re in 
a rush. They invariably give that | 
hurry-up spiel. Sometimes they’re 
running to get a train, or they have | 
some other excuse, but they have) 
the common urge to try to rush an/| 
agent into granting a request before 
he has time to think. 

Trick voice artists are the boys 
who call up and give a w.k. critic’s 
or drama editor’s name. They nearly 
always complain of a cold. 


Watts aad Pollock 


Dick Watts and Arthur Pollock 
are the two most imitated, it seems, 
in this category. 

Fake news-service men are the 
ones who bring in a flock of clippings 
they say they’ve put in a string of 
papers. Some of this breed even have 
counterfeit reporters’ cards and sta- 
tionery printed. 

Radio commentators are the most 
easily unmasked. They can be 
spotted because their victims’ voices 
are so well-known. Women lecturers 
are the ones who say they discourse 
about the theatre and ‘simply must 
tell the dear ladies back in Oshkosh 
about your show.” Those claiming to 
represent a company mentioning the 
show in ads don’t get away with it 
because that tie-up is usually ar- 
ranged in advance. 

Charity racketeers are hard to 
catch, because it’s difficult to check 
up on benefits, ete. The agent rebuffs 
the present-givers by not accepting 








| 


boys on the door and the ushers are 
too knowing for that. And a phonsy 
‘always gives himself away.’ 
Occasionally an agent is victimized 
by a phoney, knows he’s being 
cadged and still lets the phoney get 
away with it. One such case hap- 
pened only last week to the agent 
of a large musical. 
guy called up and said he 
the executive of a magazine 
that’s giving us a huge spread next 
month,’ he explained. ‘I knew he 
was a phoney, but the price of a 
couple of tickets wasn’t worth even 


the smallest risk, so I let him get 
| away with it. The joke was still on 
| him, however, for if he’d only known 
it, 'd given him a whole row rather 


he believes. | 


| risk 
phoney 


| critics. 





their gifts. He doesn’t remember the 
‘old friends’ and relatives of the star 
or producer of the show are 
back to get a note or 
verification. 

Just as the new gags to fool agents 
are endless, 


One agent last week was 
over a more than usually persistent 
deadhead. 


Persistent 
‘He called four times with the 
same story,’ he chuckled. ‘When I 


turned him down he waited awhile | 
he | 


and called my assistant. Then 
called the house manager and finally 
he tried the producer. By that time 
we lost patience, so we told him the 
tickets would be there. Of course, 
we didn’t Icave them, so 


came around to crash the show was 


merely humiliated in front of his 
girl. Or maybe he’s incapable of 
humiliation.’ 

Boxoffice men and doormen, as 
well as agents and managers, are 
pestered by a continual stream of 
fakes. And they’re just as wary 


and as learned in the tricks of the 
trade. The only difference in the 
procedure there is that these men 
are frequently threatened by some 


outraged phoney who, unable to}! 
bluster his way into the _ theatre | 
without paying, yowls that he’s} 


‘going to have you fired.’ 

are long since used to that one, 

It isn’t even funny any more. 
In a few Broadway houses 


too. 


so the number of times | 
people will try an old gag is endless. | 
laughing | 


sent | 


some other | corded 


| 
| 
| 


than risk a misunderstanding. 
One Safe Way 

Only one method is really difficult 
to catch, according to the agents. It 
is fairly certain of success, but the 
great. It consists in the 
simply walking up to the 
fairly long time before 
the show and asking for a pair of 
tickets in the name of one of the 
leading newspaper drama editors or 
Chances are there'll be 
Then, when the peo- 


is 


window a 


passes there. 


| ple for whom the passes were in- 


tended arrive, none will be waiting 
for them. 


But that is dangerous, because oc- 


| casionally the victims may be indig- 
| nant enough to have the deadbeats 


collared. Then 
called. 

A company manager of another of 
the bigger musicals tells of a weird 


pass racket that was once worked on 


the cops may be 


him. A chorus girl in the show 
asked for three tickets for her 
mother, and the manager put 


through the okay. 

Later that night he was called to 
the ticket window to placate a trio 
of angry women. Something had 


| misfired, the tickets hadn’t been left 
land the 


ladies were plenty mad. 
They'd paid for the tickets, they 


claimed, and they didn’t intend to | 
get gyped by any dirty such-and- | 


such theatre. 
It developed that the chorus girl’s 


mother, approached by three friends | 
who wanted to buy ‘good’ tickets to | 


the show, had pocketed the money, 
thinking nobody would find out. 
What's more, it would have worked | 
if there hadn’t been a slip-up at the | 
box office. 
the manager she was unaware of the 
trick, and she kept her job. 

‘But it just goes to show,’ 
manager claims. 


the 





Comedies for Omaha WPA 


Omaha, March 9. 

generous acceptance’ ac- 
its current comedy produc- 
tion, ‘Help Yourself,’ from the pen 
of Paul Vulpius, leads’ to a change 
in policy of the Omaha Federal the- ; 
atre. Beginning in April, the y of. | 
pany will concentrate on comedy of- 


More 


| ferings and will run productions ba 


The boys | 


the 


week only, in contrast to previous 
presentations, 


ness,’ to be followed by 
‘Candlelight,’ ‘Man 


‘Mad Hopes,’ 
Who Changed 


whoever | 


| His Name, ‘First Apple,’ ‘Ned Mc- One of those freaks of the trade 
| Cob’s Daughter,’ ‘Bad Manners, which makes show biz wit ag 
| ‘These Few Ashes’ and ‘Oliver | ; ‘ - show Diz what it is, 
| Oliver.’ is being registered in Chicago, where 
meinen | Chertette Greenwood is running up 
ENGAGEMENTS a healthy long-run in ‘Leaning on 
Letty.’ 
om «i Day, Marie Carroll, ‘Sun Originally produced in New York 
issed. : by 
Ethel Intropodi, W. Dana Harding, | i” December, 1934, as ‘Post Road,’ 
Douglas Perry, Jere Delaney, Aljan' the comedy remained until June 1, 
De Loville, George Mack, Aileen | 935 a ‘ 
Poe, Elenore Tenni., Bobby Lane, } noms, Se moderate grosses but with. | 
James Gillis, Robert Rounseville,, 0U* yrange: Age J special excitement. 
Clifton Darling, Gary and Dahl,| Last year (35-36 season), show was 
Liberto and Owens. ‘Babes in Arms.’ , done on the Coast for a short run 
Loii Wilson, Walter Gilbert, Mar-| and Miss Greenwood came back 
~ wom ob Re sg ye ‘Summer. | from London, where she'd been | 
onald Randolph, Lowden Adams. | working a number of years, to play 
Jean Delval. Joseph Kalilini, Harold the role Lucile Watson had i , 
Thomas, ‘His Excellency. ? a: — oo = 


Peggy Wood. 
Bert Lytell. 
May Dunckley, 
| Lights.’ : 


‘Miss Quis.’ 


‘Susan and God.’ 


The chorine convinced | 


Next in line is ‘Pursuit of Hepot- | 


Two New Operettas 


On St. L. Muny Sked 


St. March 9. 

A world premiere and an Ameri- 
can debut of operettas are skedded 
for local Muny Opera’s 19th annual 
season which gets under way in al 
fresco theatre in Forest Park, Friday, 
June 4. World premiere will be ‘Sa- 
lute To Spring,’ a two-acter, the 
work of two Americans, Frederick 
Loewe, composer, and Earl Crooker, 


Louis, 


librettist. American comic opera will 
be ‘Wild Violets,’ Robert Stoltz’ Eu- 
ropean success. which established a 


record run in London’s Drury Lane 
| Theatre in 1934. 

Season opens with ten night stand 
of ‘The Great Waltz,’ new to muny 
opera goers although it ran for one 
week in Municipal Auditorium in 
December, 1935, to wow biz. ‘All 
shows except ‘Waltz’ will be limited 
to one week’s engagement 

Complete schedule as follows: 
‘Great Waltz,’ June 4; ‘Fortune Tel- 
ler, June 14; ‘Music In The Aijr,’ 
June 21; ‘Louis The Fourteenth,’ 
June 28: ‘Mikado,’ July 5; ‘Salute To 
Spring,’ July 12; ‘Prince Of Pilsen,’ 
July i9; ‘Bartered Bride,’ July 26; 
‘Pink Lady, Aug. 2; ‘Robin Hood,’ 
Aug. 9; ‘Babes In Toyland,’ Aug. 16 
and ‘Wild Violets,’ Aug. 23. 


Pitt Playhouse Repeats 


‘First Legion’ After Easter | 
Pittsburgh, March 9. 

Big finish for ‘First Legion’ de- 
spite Lent has led the directors of 
the Pittsburgh Playhouse to schedule 
|} resumption of the piece’s 
lowing Easter. Group now has ‘In 
a Garden,’ last of six subscription 
plays, current, and ‘Legion’ goes back 
on March 29, immediately after the 
regularly-scheduled three weeks fer 
‘Garden.’ 

‘Legion,’ 


iS 





| peal, 
| house, first time that has happened 
here all season. 

So far, the Playhouse has named 
| mo successor to Herbert V. Gellendre, 


run fol- | 


with strong Catholic ap- | 
ended to capacity at the Play- | 


| director, who pulls out at the close | 


of the current season. 





LEGIT SHOWS FOR EASTON? 


Easton, Pa., March 9. 

In response to the demand for legit 
,shows in Easton, made by a number 
jof persons in communications to 
newspapers, a Liitle Theatre was 
formed here during the past week 
and announced that a number of 
lshows would be presented. 

None likely until next season, how- 
ever. 


(Tuesday) by Judge John M. 
Woolsey. He had previously ruled 
| that Kingsley’s ‘Dead End’ did not 


invade any rights that the plaintiff 





may have had through her script | 
‘Money.’ After orally dismissing the 
|complaint a fortnight ago, Judge | 
Woolsey decided that he wished to 
edit his comment carefully which 





explains the time between the spoken 
decision and the actual opinion. 


Outstanding feature of the decision | 
iis that 


be dis- 
may 
in 


which may 
mental world 
His opinion 


‘ideas 
coveries in the 
not be copyrighied.’ 
part: 
My judgment in this cause is 
that the complaint be dismissed 
with costs. The costs will in- 
clude a reasonable allowance for 
counsel fees which will be ar- 
rived at as hereinafter indicated. 
This is a cause in copyright 
wherein the copyright of an un- 
published and unacted play writ- 
ten by plaintiff and copyrighted 
Jan. 21, 1935, is claimed to have 
been infringed by a_ successful 
play written by the defendant 
which has had a continuous run 
in New York City since Aug. 26, 
1935. 
This is a quite typical situation 

causes of this kind which 
usually involve a plaintiff from 
comparative obscurity attacking 
a success, asking for an injunc- 
tion, for an accounting, and jor 
damage which the plaintiff here 
estimates at the sum of $2,000,000. 

In a case of literary larceny— 
a phrase which I much prefer to 
the more commonly used word 
plagiarism—access is of the es- 
sence. If access be admitted, as 
it was in the case of Sheldon v. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, the ques- 
tions to be decided are the 
amount and nature of the copy- 
ing of which the defendant has 
been guilty and what may be the 
legal result of such copying as 
has occurred. 

If access is denied, the simi- 
larities between the two con- 
tending writings, which are the 
real protagonists in a cause of 
this kind sometimes confute the 
denial. But they must be copy- 
rightable similarities to support 
a cause of action. 

Access is categorically denied 
in this cause. The proof on the 
part of the plaintiff as to access 


in 


is of the most vague sort and 
is entirely based on suspicion. 


This suspicion was not brought 
home in any way to the defend- 
ant Kingsley. 

There is a direct denial of ac- 
cess by the defendant Kingsley, 
and the fact that he did not have 
access is corroborated by evi- 
dence, into the detail of which 
it is unnecessary for me to go, 
but which satisfied me that he 
was planning his play ‘Dead End’ 
as early as 1934. 

Furthermore, there is not any 
similarity between the play 
‘Money’ and the play ‘Dead End’ 
which in any way challenges 
the denial of access, which Mr. 
Kingsley has made. 

I, therefore, find that it has 
not been proved that Mr. Kings- 
ley had access to the manu- 
script of the plaintiff's play and 
hence that he could not have 
been guilty of any literary lar- 
ceny of the plaintiff's work. 

The plaintiff's sworn sworn answers 


‘Letty Is Loop Season's Surprise Hit 





original. 


Title was changed to ‘Letty’ 
and show did very well in both San 
‘Behind Red| Francisco and Los Angeles. 


the business there that inspired the 


ee ee ee ee | en ‘Pos Road,’ Sentriais Charlotte 
Greenwood, Shows No Sign of Quitting 


current Chicago try. And 
cago the show is practically a smash. 
Currently in its 16th week at the 
Selwyn there, there seems to be lit- 
tle sign of a let-down, with close to 
$10,000 approximated at the b.o. 
week again. 


last 


Producers are now 
road tour for 


talking of a 


a season or so, when 
and if the Chicago run ends. It is 
|; expected to last there until about 
mid-April at present pace. And 


It was | 


when that road tour is washed up, 
London may again be played. That. 
probably, will 


not come before an- 
other year or more, however. since 
Miss Greenwood in the title role 


seems to be the point, from present 
reckoning. 


There was some talk, too. of com- 











| 
{ 
| 


in Chi- | 


ing back into New York with the 
new set-up and title but has been | 
‘ruled out as dangerous, , 


which she herself wrote to the 
interrogatories addressed to her 
by the defendant indicate what 
her real grievance is. 

Aside from certain alieged 
parallels in names and charac- 
ters between the play ‘Money’ 
and the play ‘Dead End,’ which 
in my opinion do not exist and. 
if they did exist, would be mere 
trivialities, the plaintiff's prin- 
cipal grievance is shown in her 
answer to the interrogatory in 
which she says that:— 

‘The soul of the play ‘Money’ 
was stolen and embodied in 
‘Dead End.’ 

Later in the same answer. 
says—The underlying motive, as 
in Dead End’ is that the under- 
privileged rebound to prey upon 
society, and society does noth- 
ing about it.’ 

This, therefore, is another in- 
stance, of a cause in which the 
plaintiff has claimed that an idea 
embodied in her copyrighted 
play has been infringed because, 
as she claims, the defendant's 
play embodies the same idea. 

In this cause I do not agree 
that the same idea is embodied 


she 


in both plays. But, assuming 
for argument’s sake, that the de- 


fendant had known the plain- 
tiff’s play—though I have found 
that he did not—and was 
struck by its idea and wrote 
‘Dead End’ as his contribution 
to the treatment of that idea, 
it would not get the plaintiff anv 
further along on her quest for 
wealth, because confessedly it 
is her idea which she claims has 
been stolen, and ideas have 
never been copyrightable. 

My moral, which I felt’ would 
be well illustrated by a compar- 
ison of the foregoing summaries 
of the two plays, is, I think, 
now made quite clear, namely, 
that the embodiments by dif- 
ferent authors of an idea or a 
theme—in this_ instance’ the 
contrast between the lives of the 
rich and the children of the 
poor in modern society—may be 
as many as there are authors 
without any one of them tres- 
passing on the copyright of an- 
other. 

As discoveries of a law of na- 
ture in the physical world may 
not be patented, so ideas which 
are discoveries in the mental 
world may not be copyrighted. 

It is only the utilization of dis- 
coveries in the physical world 
by some inventive act which 
may be patented, and only the 
embodiment of ideas discovered 
in the mental world which may 
be copyrighted. Otherwise the 
progress of science and the use- 
ful arts—which the Constitution 
in Article 1, Section 8, Clause 8, 
makes the objective of the mon- 
opolies of both patents and copy- 
rights—would:’ not be promoted, 
but rather would be discouraged 
during the continuance of many 
such monopolies. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of March 8) 
Ballet Russe, Ryman Aude, 
Nashville, 8: Memorial Aude, 
Louisville, 9; Shrine Theatre, 








Ft. Wayne, 10; Orchestra Hall, 
Detroit, 11-13. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Nixon, 
Pittsburgh. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Er- 


langer, Chicago. 

‘Enemy of the People’ (Walter 
Hampden), Shubert, Boston. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Cur- 
ran, San Francisco. 

‘Foliies,’ Grand. Chicago. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Forrest, 
delphia. 

‘His Excelleacy,’ Playhouse. 
Wilmington, 11-13. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), Metropoiltan, Provi- 
dence, 8: Bushnell Aude, Hart- 
ford, 9: Masonic Aude, Rochester, 


Phila- 


10: Erianger, Buffalo, 11-13. 
‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), 
Hanna, Cleveland. 
‘Learning on Letty (Post 
Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Mulatto,’ Shubert. Newark. 
‘On Your Toes,’ National. 
Washington. 
‘Parnell,’ Belasco, Washington. 
‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead), English, Indianapolis. 


8-10: Hartman, Columbus, 11-13. 
Ruth Draper, Biltmore, Colum- 


bus, 11-13; Biltmore, Los Ange- 
les, 7-12. 

San Carlo Opera, War Me- 
morial, O. H., San Francisco. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ East Liverpool. 
O., 8: Springfield, 9; Middletown, 
10; Marion, 11; Dayton, 12-15. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago, 
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Loop Biz Stil Big; Follies Quits 
On $24,000, Take It Capacity 176 








es 


Chicago, March 9. 
Next week there will be only three 


legit shows in town, with ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies’ and the D’Oyly Carte Gil- 
pert & Sullivan troupe scramming, 
and only ‘Reflected Glory’ coming 
in as replacement. With the comic 
operas quitting the Erlanger, house 
goes road-show for ‘Lost Horizon 
(Col.). 

But business remain: on an excel- 
lent level, especially for “You Can't 
Take It With You.’ Comedy i. due 
for a stay far into the summer on 
present indications. Selling ducats 
six weeks in advance, and plenty of 
demand. 

Charlotte Greenwood show is also 
holding up remarkably, now in its 
16th week. Still far above its over- 
head on grosses. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (16th ‘week). Arouna $9,500 
last week, remarkable gross for the 
length of its run. Into April now 
sure. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (5th week). Ca- 
pacity at every performance. Up to 
nearly $17,000, which mean a shoe- 
horn. 


‘Ziegfeld Follies,” Grand _ (1,300; 
$3.85) (10th-final week). Scrams for 
a midwest tour following excellent 
stay here. First show in years to get 
$3.85 top in this town. Last week 
neat $24,000. 

Other Attractions 


D’Oyly Carte Gilbert and Sullivan 
rep., Erlanger (1,400; $2.75) (5th- 
final week). Holds over an additional 
session and still doing business. Last 
week fine $12,500. 


WPA 


‘In Good Old Summertime,’ Black- 
stone. Pegging along at low power. 

‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. 
Opened Sunday night (7), with an 
all-colored cast. 

‘O Say Can You Sing?’ Great 
Northern. Going along to fine trade. 


TALLULAH BIG 
$16,900, DETROIT 


Detroit, March 9. 


Buildup on Tallulah Bankhead 
sent Detroit to see her ‘Reflected 
Glory’ in droves last week at the 
Cass, result being a fine $16,500 take 
for eight performances at $2.75 top. 
Due to the shortage of plays and 
previous commitments for. ‘Glory,’ 
the Cass is dark again this week, 
second time in three stanzas. 


Beginning March 15, however, the 
house figures to stay light for at 
least six weeks running. D’Oyly 
Carte Opera Co. moves in on that 
date and has extended its engage- 
ment to a fortnight. ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
follows, coming in April 4 for two 
weeks. Then ‘Good Earth,’ film, 
which should run at least two weeks. 


Meanwhile, the local WPA theatre 
project this week opened ‘200 Were 
Chosen,’ its second production since 
reorganization, and doing oke biz at 
the People’s Theatre. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Reflected Glory’ Cass (1,400; $2.75 
top). Built nicely on wad of free art 
for Tallulah Bankhead and her 
pappy. Nice $16,500 for eight per- 
formances. Could have stayed at 
least another week, and still be well 
in the black. House dark this week 
but relights March 15 with D’Oyle 
Carte. 











‘Patsy’ Only Fair $11,000, 
‘Night’ $3,300, Washington 


Washington, March 9. 


Mixed reaction in the dailies kept 
‘Storm Over Patsy’ from rolling up 
a big week, but a new show without 
names, it got by o. k., helped con- 
siderably by ATS subscriptions. 

Belasco is still trying to figure out 
what happened on the local engage- 
ment of ‘Night of Jan. 16.” Advance 
interest seemed big and jury-hiring 
angle was considered sure-fire. 
Tough break was that Mitchell Har- 
ris, rushed into the lengthy district 
attorney role at last minute, had to 
be prompted opening night. 

Current is ‘On Your Toes’ at the 
National and ‘Parnell’ at the Belasco. 
National’s next is a return of the 
road company of ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
and the Belasco gets ‘His Excellency.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Storm Over Patsy’ (National; 
$2.75). Guild premiere helped by 


ATS subscriptions to $11,000. 

“Night of Jan. 16’ (Belasco; $2.00). 
First night line trouble sent show off 
to a bad start, but still doesn’t ex- 
plain the pathetic $3,300. 


st 





. 


COWL’S ‘1ST LADY’ NICE 
AT $14,500 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, March 9. 
Jane Cowl is doing such excellent 
biz at the Curran theatre in ‘First 
Lady’ that a third week has been 
added to the engagement. 





‘A Touch of Brimstone,’ sophisti- 
cated comedy-drama by Lenore 
Kaghan and Anita Phillips, opened 
at the Columbia theatre Wednesday 
(3). Formerly called ‘Purple Is as | 
Purple Does,’ the Federal Theatres | 
production is set for a run of two} 
weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘First Lady’ (Curran) (1st week) 
(1,500; $2.50). Sam H. Harris produc- 
tion of ‘First Lady’ with Jane Cowl 
starred, very favorably received. 
Comedy opened here Marcl. 1, after 
10 healthy days in Los Angeles. Did 
$14,500 on the first week, with two 
more to go. 


‘Touch of Brimstone’ (Columbia) 


(3 days). Nice production and casting 
in sophisticated comedy-drama. Fair 





take of $1,000 for four performances. 


LUNT-FONTANNE 
$2450) BOSTON 


Boston, March 9. 
As usual, Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne cleaned up in two weeks 
here. This time ‘Idiot’s Delight’ did 
the trick. ° 


‘Brother Rat’ is now in the fourth 
week, and looks as if it might carry 
through Lent, or beyond. 


‘Enemy of the People,’ starring 
Walter Hampden, came into the Shu- 
bert last night (8) for one week. 
Maurice Schwartz does a one-week 
stand at the Majestic this week in 
‘The Water Carrier’ (Yiddish). 

Legit schedule is pretty thin for 
the immediate future, otherwise. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Colonial; $3.30, 
2nd week). Final frame of Guild 
play topped the opener. Standees at 
practically all performances, and ex- 
tra pit seats. Lunts have a tremen- 
dous following here, as their $24,500 
take certifies. 

‘Brother Rat’ (Plymouth; $2.75, 3rd 
week). Enjoying a beautiful run. 














Last week about $13,500, very good. 


‘Boy-Girl’ $9,200 St. L. 


St. Louis, March 9. 


‘Boy Meets Girl,’ only road show 
which repeated here current season, 
ended a 7-night stand at the Ameri- 
can theatre Saturday (6) with a take 
of approximately $9,200, satisfac- 
tory. Despite Lent in this highly 
populated Catholic community, Man- 
ager Paul Beisman publicized the 
attraction through feature stories in 
local dailies, smart advertising and 
outdoor billing, which made the en- 
gagement profitable. 

‘Good Earth’ (MG) scaled to $1.1) 
for matinees and $1.65 nights, began 
a two-week stand Sunday (7). 


WALTZ: $22;300 
ON PITTSBURGH 
RETURN 


Pittsburgh, March 9. 
Return-engagement fever seems to 
be general around here this season 
for legit attractions. On the heels 
of “Tobacco Road’s’ smashing $17,500 











return week at the Nixon at $1.50 
top, back comes ‘The Great Waltz’ 
for $2.85, and snatches a_socko 


| $22.500 for itself. 


‘Waltz.’ when it played here in 
Nov., 1933, at $3.85, took approxi- 
mately $33,000. Matinees on the 
return date last week were especi- 
ally big. 

Now the Nixon has its fingers 
crossed for that third-in-a-row 
charm on ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ current. 
Unlike the others, however, there 
hasn’t been a year’s lapse for this 
show, comedy having last played 
here less than two months ago. 
Snatched a corking $12,500 previ- 
ously and can stand to do less than 
that and still show profit. Katharine 
Hepburn is due next week with 
‘Jane Eyre,’ virtually winding up 
the legit season. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Great Waltz’ (Nixon; 2,100; $2.85). 
Still plenty of life in the old dance. 
Back after a year and a half, big 
musical plucked off socko $22,500. 
Started off disappointingly, but im- 
mediately bounced back to a Ca- 
pacity finish. 


CAHAN PLAY IN CRI 
Chicago, March 9. 

NewTy organized Jewish branch of 
the Federal Theatre Project here 
has ‘Monash,’ a play by the late 
Abraham Cohan, editor of the Jew- 
ish Forward, in rehearsal. Players 
were all formerly identified with 
the Yiddish theatre. 

Project is under the direction of 
Adolph Gartner. 








Inside Stuff—Legit 


Informal skating party at outdoor rink of Radio City was tossed by Mrs. 


Jo Mielziner, Noel Coward and several others. 


Guests included many of 


the stars of the current Broadway plays, as well as other show business 


notables. 


Hosts took over both the rink and adjoining cafe exclusively. 


Although shindig was kept on the QT., .passersby couldn't be barred from 
rubber-necking. But because skating and tumbling celebs weren't readily 
recognizable from the parapets above, few spectators paused or lingered. 
Daily papers never learned of the affair. 

Well over a hundred attended and, particularly late in the festivities, 
spent much of their time prone on the ice. Although one of the originators 
of the idea, Noel Coward was unable to attend. Attack of laryngitis, which 
closed ‘Tonight at 8:30,’ kept him indoors. 





Brock Pemberton may move back to the Avon theatre, N. Y., next fall. 
Former legit house has been used for broadcasting by Columbia and at 
present is known as ‘Radio Playhouse No. 2... Avon was first called the 
Klaw. Pemberton’s ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ was spotted there; also his 


offices. 


Pemberton and Antoinette Perry bought an interest in the house some 
time ago, becoming partners of Bernard J. Goldstein, who holds the major 


share. 


Having opened ‘Now You've Done It’ at the Miller, N. Y., last 


week, Pemberton and Miss Perry have two more plays in rehearsal— 
‘Chalked Out’ and ‘Shoot a Grand Duke’—latter formerly being known as 


‘Red Harvest.’ 


During the past 15 months the WPA theatre project in New York re- 
ceived 12,000 plays from professional and amateur authors, 100 of them 


being regarded worthy of presentation. 


productions has reached Broadway 


Only one of the FTP outfit’s 
presentation, it being ‘Now You've 


Done It,’ which opened Friday (5) at the Miller, New York. First called 
‘Me Third,’ it was first put on by the WPA in Denver and attracted the 


attention of Brock Pemberton. 


It drew a mixed first-night reception. 


A. H. Woods was reported having optioned a couple of WPA plays done 


on the Coast, but has yet to give either regular presentation. 
but there has been no definite men- 


taken over the Belasco, Los Angeles, 
tion of his using any WPA plays. 





‘The Amazing Dr. Cliiterhouse,’ 


presented by 


Manager has 


Gilbert Miller at the 


Hudson, N. Y., last week, is the second English thrill drama in which 


the Warners hav2 been 


interested this season. 
‘Love From a Stranger,’ presented by Alex Yokel last fall. 


Metro was 


interested in ‘Night Must Fall,’ which came over under the direction of 


Sam H. Harris. 


‘Black Limelight,’ which also had a psychological murder, 


was presented by Bushar & Tuerk, with no known picture connection. 


‘Clitterhouse’ was part of a three 


-way deal coupled with the sale of 


the film rights of ‘Tovarich, picture firm agreeing to participate in the 
productions of ‘Promise,’ a brief stayer, and ‘Clitterhouse.’ Latter is rated 





having the best chance of, the imported thrillers, 


They were also in on | 


B way Lesits Dented by Tax Rar 
Women 0. $21,000, ‘Richard’ 19156 





Broadway legit grosses were 
bumped last week by the approach- 
ing Federal income tax deadliné, 
next Monday (15). The bigger shows 
felt the decline more than straight 
shows and slumped so much that it 
looked like the panic was on. 


It has been noticed in recent sea- 
sons that the income taxes have af- 
fected theatre attendance more than 
'Lent and it is also apparent that the 
| Federal tax payments, which come 

first, depress the box offices more 
| than the state (N. Y.) income tax, 
|;due April 15. Seems the average 
| person gets used to the paying off 
| after the first shock of figuring out 
‘how much is due. 

| An indication of the drop in tak- 
ings: ‘The Show Is On’ dipped to 
$32,000, off $5,000; ‘The Eternal Road,’ 
slipped to $20,000, off $7,000; ‘White 
Horse Inn,’ $23,000, off $6,000; ‘Red 
Hot and Blue,’ $20,000, off $5,000. 

However, there still were excellent 
figures recorded by the comedies and 
dramas: ‘The Women’ topped with 
$21,000; ‘King Richard II,’ around 
$19.500: “You Can’t Take It With You’ 
jand ‘Yes My Darling Daughter,’ 
$16,°00, continued to capacity, plus: 
‘Tovarich’ eased off somewhat, but 
made plenty with a gross of $18,600. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum, 
| topped $11,000, but chances of the 
| newer arrivals have not been clearly 
| indicated: ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitter- 
house’ should do moderately well, 
getting $9,000 in the first seven per- 
formances at the Hudson; ‘Now 
You’ve Done It,’ Miller, was given 
rough treatment by the critics, but 
comedy strength may pull it out; 
‘Storm Over Patsy,’ Guild, drew 
mixed notices. 

There are five openings this week, 
but only ‘Once In a Lifetime’ is card- 
ed for next week, at the 48th street. 
Leaving Saturday are ‘Stage Door,’ 
Music Box, and ‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ 
Morosco. ‘Tonight at 8:30’ resumed 
after a week's layoff and is in final 
three weeks, 

Of the two recent WPA entrants, 
‘Power,’ Ritz, is favored over ‘The 
Sun and I,’ Adelphi. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Arms for Venus,’ Golden (lst 
week) (C-789-$3.30). Presented by 
Mary Hone; written by Randolph 
ee announced to open Thursday 
( ° 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (68th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Holds to continuously 
profitable business, grosses normally 
being $8,000 and better. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield (9th 
week) (D-1,079-$3.30). Field eased 
off sharply in some instances; not so 
much affected here, with gross top- 
ping $8,000 last week. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (13th 
week)  (C-991-$3.30). Has been 
averaging over $13,000 normally and 
drew that profitable coin again last 
week. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (72nd week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.30). Expected to last 
well into spring, although takings 
mild; estimated around $7,500 last 
week. 

‘Driftwood,’ Longacre (1st week) 
(D-1,019-$3.30). Presented by Cyrus 
Babcock; written by Samuel J. Park: 
gangster drama dated to open Fri- 
day (12). 

‘Frederika,’ Imperial (6th week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Operetta drew fairish 
attendance last week, with gross 
estimated around $14,000; even or 
better on operation. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ Morosco (5th 
week) (CD-961-$3.30). Closing Satur- 
day; not so good last week at ap- 
proximately $5,500; ‘Chalked Out,’ 
next attraction. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Hudson 
(3rd week) (CD-1,094-$3.30). Among 
the few attractions which improved 
last week; new comedy went to 
$11.500 and looks set for a run. 








‘High Tor,’ Beck (9th week) 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Holds to surprising 
business and_ slated into warm 


weather; takings nearly $14,000. 

‘Howdy Stranger,’ 46th St. (9th 
week) (C-1,375-$3.30). Claimed to be 
breaking even, but doubtful of stick- 
ing much longer; $4,000; cut-rates. 

‘Masque of Kings,’ Shubert (5th 
week) (D-1,382-$3.30). Engagement 
may double’ subscription period. 
which expires this week; over 
$15,000 last week. 

‘Now You’ve Done It,’ Miller (2nd 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Opened late 
last week: new laugh show not well 
regarded by critics; staying chances 
should be indicated this week. 

‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (20th 
| week) (M-1,355-$4.40). In final 
| month; business slipped to around 
$20,000; going to Chicago for a spring 
date. 








| week) (R-1,671-$4.40). All musicals 
| dropped; percentage of decline more 
| than for straight plays; around $32,000 
‘ast week. ° 

‘Stage Door,’ Music 
week) (C-1,012-$3.30). 
nrobably could 


Boy 
Final 
go through 


(21st 
week: 
spring. 


but no new lead available to succeed | 
| Margaret Sullavan; $13,500 last week. | 


‘Storm Over Patsy,’ Guild (Ist |} 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Presented by 
|“heatre Guild: adapted by Jame 





‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (12th | 





(C-532-$3.30). Presented by Bonfils 
and Somnes; written by Raymond 
Van Sickle; opens tonight. 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Hudson (2nd week) (D-1,017-$3.30). 
First week saw promising attend- 
ance, with gross in seven perform- 
ances around $9,000; should average 
better than $10,000. 


‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
O. H. (10th week) (M-2,780-$4.40). 
Last week’s drop was sock to box- 
office here; religious spee got about 
$20,000; operated in the red. 

‘The Wingless Victory,’ Empire 
(12th week) (D-1,099-$3.30). Finished 
last week strong and gross climbed 
over $14,000 after earlier weakness. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (llth 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Nearly $21,000 


for all-feminine cast comedy; figure ° 


topped all straight shows last week. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (170th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). No stopping 
the long run drama, which operates 
to profit right along; quoted over 


len = 


$7,500 last week. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National (15th 
week ) (C-1,132-$4.40 ). Resumed 
after laying off one week due to 
Noel Coward’s illness; final three 
weeks for reat grosser, which has 
averaged $24,000. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (22nd week) 
(CD-1,036-83.30). Off somewhat, but 
still among the leading shows; last 
week’s takings $18,600. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (54th week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). Now slated to continue until 
May 15; last week eased off, but 
very strong at $16,600. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ 
week) (M-3,321-$3.85). Attendance 
way off here, too; rated around 
$23,000 which is under even money. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (5th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Settling down to run and should go 
through the summer; takings around 
$16,000; over capacity. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (13th week) (C-704-$3.30). 
One of the few exceptions; standee 
attendance all performances, with 
takings over $15,000, 

Revivals, Etc. 

‘Candida,’ Empire; will be played 
three times weekly, with Katharine 
Cornell appearing also in ‘The Wing- 
less Victory’; first showing of Shaw 
comedy this (Wednesday) afternoon. 

‘King Richard II,’ St. James; con- 
tinues to clean up, with last week’s 
takings around $19,500. 

‘Marching Song,’ Bayes; propa- 
ganda drama on roof theatre doing 
fairly well. } 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Music 
Hall; old-style meller in night spot. 

WPA 


Center (24th 


‘Power,’ Ritz; best of new Federal 
Project dramas. 

‘The Sun and I,’ mild 
press. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott; faring very 
well. 

‘Love in Humble Life’ and two 
other playlets, Daly’s; opened Tues- 
day. 

‘The Show Off,’ Lafayette, Harlem; 
colored cast in revival. 


TOES’ $17,000, IBSEN 
$7,000, PHILADELPHIA 


Philadelphia, March 9.’ 

Philly is down to one legit show 
this week, but there are indications 
now that there will be a renewed, if 
short-lived, activity starting Easter 
week. Erlanger has announced a 
try-out, ‘Excursion,’ for March 29, 
and the Forrest will have a booking 
on that date, with several other pos- 
sibilities lined up for April. 

In the meantime, the Chestnut and 
Erlanger both have films, the former 
roadshowing ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), 
which opened Sunday (7), and the 
latter offering ‘Cloistered,’ French 
religious pic. Locust, which has also 
had some legit this season, has an- 
other roadshow film, ‘The Good 
Earth’ (MG). ‘Earth’ and ‘Horizon’ 
are figured for five to six weeks each. 

Walter Hampden’s Ibsen revival, 
‘An Enemy of the Feuple.’ which 
played last week at the Chestnut, 
got weakish notices and had to be 
satisfied with approximately $7,000, 
while ‘On Your Toes’ finished a dis- 
appointing two weeks at the Forrest 
with an approximate $17.000 gross. 
Latter house has this week’s one legit 
offering. a return of ‘Great Waltz,” 
which formerly splurged at the big 
Metropolitan Overa House. 


Adelphi; 








‘Parnell’ $5,000, Newark 
Newark, March 9. 

‘Parnell.’ with Albert Van Dekker 
in the lead, did an ordinary week at 
the Shubert. hitting around $5,000. 
B.o. returns were helped by a large 
party for Commissioner Parnell, dis- 
tant relative. Critics’ notices were 
mixed. Current attraction is a return 
engagement of ‘Mulatto.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Parnell,’ Shubert (1,970; 50-$1.50). 


| Bridie from Bruno Frank’s original; | Road show stirred up little interest, 


nened Monday. 
‘Sun. Kissed,’ 


Little (st weelc) 4 


with party an ovening night bringing 
the b.o. up to $5,000, 
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Plays on Broadway 





Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse | working on subjects, however, he de- 


at | tation. 


cides te use himself for experimen- 


Single handedly he thefts 


"37, by Gilbert} the jewels of several wealthy ma- 


Melodrama in three acts. Presented 
the Hudson, N. Y., March 2, 
Miller; written by Barre Lyndon; Cedric 


Hardwicke starred; staged by Lewis Allen; | trons, entering their homes and es- 


$3.30 top. 


Nurse Ann 
Me a Rk rears 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Inspector Charles......... Edward Fielding 
Kenny WKellerman........ Clarence Derwen 
‘Pal’ Green... baa 6446306604008 Ernest Jay 
a SPC ee -»-Muriel Hutchison 
Sergeant Bates......ceeee-..--5tephen Fox 
Ce ss 500 + 46a 0edadwes. Ralph Sumpter 
bl OE ee rrr re eee Alexander Field 
a ee Oe Ross Chetwynd 
‘Badger’ Lee “s% ...Victor R. Keecrott 
Sir William Grant, Kk. C..Frederic Worloc! 


A fairly diverting evening is pro- 
vided by this, the finale of a quartet 


t | 


of English psychological murder and 


crook plays this season. It stands a 
bett®¥ chance than the others which 
failed to click on the strength of 
presentation and performance 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse, 
for one thing, more clearly gives the 
reason why certain individuals in- 
vade realms outside the law, in this 
instance the robberies of a crack 
physician. That explanation, credu- 
lous or not, imparts a certain punch 


to the third act. making up for some | 
of the lapses in the earlier sections. | 


But the adroit acting of Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke has a more imovortant 
bearing on the performance. Coming 
from London to appear in ‘Promise,’ 
his talents were rather wasted, so 
Gilbert Miller svotted him in as Dr. 
Clitterhouse. Not that the character 
affords expansive onportunity for a 
player of his status, but it seems one 
to his liking. 

Dr. Clitterhouse works upon a the- 
ory that the reactions of felons after 
committing crimes can be definitely 
perceived by their blood pressure 
and the blood stream. Instead of 
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Now Available for 


SALLE des ARTISTES 


In the Hotel des Artistes 
1 West 67th St. 


Large ballrocm with stage. Ex- 
cellent acoustics. Private entrance 
on 67th St. Extremely moderate 
rental, with special low rates for 
seasonal leases. Apply to Resi- 
dent Manager SUsque. 7-6600 or 


Wm. A. White & Sons, 


Agent 


5i East 42nd St. VAnderbilt 3-0204 
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“Red, Hot and Blue,” Alvin, N.Y 





| caping undetected. The doctor's so- 


os ee eeeseenccece Helen Trenholme | licitous nurse comes upon some of | 


| the baubles, and she alone knows of 
| his criminal acts. 

One of the doctor’s friends is a 
Scotland Yard inspector, and from 
him learns of London’s most crafty 
fence, Benny Kellerman. To that 


fellow’s establishment goes Clitter- | 


house to dispose of the loot, con- 
vineing the fence that he is not of 
the police. It is there Clitterhouse 
forms a gang to commit major rob- 
beries In the rooms of Benny’s 
sweetie, 


formed, and 


fur establishment are 
also a few of the doctor's experi- 
ments are made 


The fabulous furs are stolen with- 
out a slip, Clitterhouse being the 
master-mind, leaving no clues. The 
proceeds are divided, and band dis- 


perses, but the crafty Kellerman 
learns the doctor’s identity. He at- 
tempts blackmail, which gives 


| Clitterhouse the idea of committing 
the major crime—murder. Keller- 
man is doped and dumped into the | 
river. But a mistake was made, and 
Scotland Yard nabs the doctor. 

Another psychological angle brings 
on a distinguished barrister, to whom 
the doctor states a hypothetical case, 


getting the opinion that such an In- 
dividual could be gotten off, and 
probably not even tried. Finale, 


cives the impression that 
Clitterhouse will come 


therefore 
the amazin? 
off all risnt. 

Hardwicke’s playing is well backed 
up by Engiish players principally, 
some making their debut here and 
others resident on this side. Clar-| 
ence Derwent as Benny, Ernest Jay | 
as Pal, Alexander Field as ‘Oakie,’ | 
Frederic Worlock (who is doubling | 
from “Tovarich’) as the lawyer, Helen 


Trenholme-as the nurse, and Muriel 
| Hutchison are valuable aids. Ibee. | 


Recitals Lectures 
' Dancing Classes 
Rehearsals 
Dramatic Classes 
Private Dances 
| 
The Beautiful 





Now You’ve Done It | 





Comedy in three acts by Mary Coyle 
| (hase produced by Brock Pemberton, At 
Henry Miller's theatre, N. Y., Mach 5. "3. 
Directed by Antoineite Perry; settings, 
John Root; $3.50 top, 
Mrs. Harlan L, Hazlett, Jr. 
Barbara Robbins | 
NOWSDOY .. cc cess cccccvess tadley kK. Collins | 
Harlan L. Hazlett, Jr....Walter N. Greaza 
Mrs. Harlan L. Hazlett, Sr..Evelyn Varden 
Mrs. Harry Gleason.........- Jane Bancroft 
Orville Harlan Gleason..Junior Erie Burtis | 
1 Mrs. MacDuffly.....-cccccccerees Ruth Gates 
| Grace Dosher...........-..-Margaret Perry 
Mrs. William Eckley..........Mary Howes | 
Lawrence Ainsworth...... Richard Carlson | 
Sen. Wilbur M. Vandergroot..George Leseey 
Sam Hellburn......sceecce: Ralph Chambers | 
BE. J. McNaught........-. George L. Taylor | 
Muggsie McCarty...-.ee-seeeeeee Jack Tyler 


Around Mary Coyle Chase’s orig- 
inal play (produced as a WPA opus 


|in Denver last December under the | 











label ‘Me Third’) Brock Pemberton 
has woven an embroidery of gags, 
semi-locker room jokes, and stage di- 
rection that call for frantic maneu- 
vers on and off the platform at 
strategic places. It’s in the currently 
popular formula of playing for 
laughs via two-line jokes, sardonic 
epigrams, and references to the 
|double standard. Plus hoke action. 
| Entire play depends on this setup, 
}and to that extent sizes up as fair- 
|to-moderate b.o. Pic possibilities 
| ditto. 

| Underneath the overlay cemented 
\in by Pemberton and Antoinette 
| Perry, the director, Mrs. Chage’s 
| original looks like nothing more than 
a dressmaker’s model before they put 
'on the duds. Author undoubtedly 
| didn’t consider this point too strongly 


/because her facts were founded 
|partly on actuality (a situation in 
'Denver some years ago). But for 


|ecomedy purposes the simple head- 
lines aren’t enough. Whatever the 
‘actual facts were, it’s inept stage 


stuff when the slaving wife runs off | 
with a slick, moneyed youngster the | 
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Daisy, the plans to strip a| 


| the 


second time she lays eyes on him. 
Looks like dragging in honest love 
with a Mack truck a la the horse 
operas. It’s Mrs, Chase’s first stage 
effort. 

Yarn depicts an unctuous lawyer 
| trying to get into Congress with the 
| help of some politicos. Inadvertently 
| the candidate’s ma hires a maid fresh 
|out of reform school where she 
|served a term after being book- 
keeper and understudy in a brothel. 
Maid recognizes the lawyer's politi- 
|cal friends as customers of the 
| bordello and gets him into hot water. 
| The extrication is more of the same. 

She recognizes the Senator, who 
constitutes the lawyer’s chief politi- 


|}cal backing, as another customer, 
| Which puts ’em all in the same boat, 
and assures candidacy for’ the 
smoothie on ae virtual blackmail 
basis. 


Stuff of this type preity well an- 
nounces in advance what’s coming, 
but there’s a saving grace in not let- 
ting loose the action until two acts | 
|}are pretiy near over. This makes a} 
weakie out of the third, except that 
Pemberton-Perry combo has 
gone to work on that stanza hardest 
with the gag whitewashing, and the 
insertion of a character who looks 
and acis like Brooklyn. He’s out of 
place in Denver, but bv that time 
the hoke is so deep that it'll probably 
pass by unnoticed. 

Walter N. Greaza plays the male | 
lead after only a few days rehearsal, | 
having walked into the part when | 
John Alexander, who was slated for | 
it, got appendicitis. Grerza does a} 


Margaret Perry is the reform school | 


erad, turning in a crack chore, all 
things considered. Part is no gip, 
and should be cut in the second act 


where it gets too wordv for a snell. | 


Evelyn Varden as the  officious | 
mother has a legitimate role on | 
which she goes to work exvertly. 


Jack Tyler is Brooklyn kid called on} 
to highlight the otherwise weak third 
act, and does a bansun job. Sup- 
port is okay, with Barbara Robbins 


and Richard Carlson drawing the 
suh-plct love roles 
Lauzhs look plentiful. Mostly 


belly-laughs. And the moral of that 
it that the radio influence avpears to | 
have filtered strongly into lesit. 


sen, Phyllis Langer. 





A highly comic third act seemed 
an audience reward for sitting | 
through the rather dull preceding | 
interludes, and it is a question if the 
play will land, although okay as a 
subscription presentation. 

Third act is a courtroom scene in| 
the town of Baikie, Scotland, a trial 
for the theft of a mongrel dog, esti- 
mated being a mixture of 17 breeds. 
being enacted. It could stand on its 
own with a bit of explanation, and 
serve as a companion piece to ‘Irish | 
Justice,’ though not as rough. 

It is here that Leo G. Carroll has | 
his only inning; and it is ample, for, | 











_as the puss-faced Scottish judge, he 
|runs away with the acting honors. 
| His honor’s wry remarks from the| 
| bench and rulings do not exactly | 
| make for hilarity, but the lines are | 
infectiously humorous. If the play 


jis to get across, it will be on the 
| strength of the final act. 
There has been much ado about 


| ‘Storm Over Patsy,’ variously known 
| as ‘Sturm Im Wasserglass,’ ‘Storm in| 
a Teacup’ and ‘Storm Over Baikie.’ It 
was tried out last season, but with- 
drawn. Theatre Guild, in casting | 
around for a play to complete its 
subscription schedule, finally decided | 


on this script, but the version they | 


imsisted On was James Bridie’s, and 
they have sought to present it as it 
was done in England. For that rea- 
son they wanted Roger Livesey. a 
British actor, who appeared in the 
London cast. Equity finally assented 
to his appearance, althoucsh, under 
the rules, he was supposed to be off 
Broadway for a spell. 

Livesey proved to be a pleasant 
member of the cast, but nevertheless 
Carroll is the head man. deserving 
featuring as much or more than the 
others—Sara Allgood, Claudia Mor- 
gan, Ilan McLean and Livesey. Play 


besins in the home of the provost. 
William Thompson, quite pompous 
for a 38-year-old fellow. wed to a 


nice young wife. He is to have an 
interview printed on the first page 
of the town’s daily, published by a 
friend whose wife. Lisbet Skirving, 
is quite keen on the provost. 

But there is Mrs. Flanagan, whose 
mutt, Patsy, has been seized by the 
town council because she hasn't paid 


| Skulnik; 


| Shloymele 


| quently 


| his license fee. ‘Thompson’s wife, 
| Victoria, is sympathetic, but the pro- 
| vost insists that the animal be de- 
stroyed. Mr. Burdon, the reporter, 
also sides with the loquacious Mrs. 
Flanagan, and instead of a laudatory 
article he manages to slip in the 
story of the dog, suggesting that 
subscriptions be sent to him to aid 
| Mrs. Flanagan. 

Thompson, ambitious to be elected 
he makes a speech, it is related that 
giving imitations of barking dogs. 


the Skirvings 
have started divorce proceedings, 





| been sacked. That he and Vicky 

|/are pointing towards romance was 
discerned early. Follows the divert- 
ing courtroom scene, with the re- 
porter charged with copping the 
funny-looking dog and returning it 
to Mrs. Flanagan. 

The trial introduces most of the 
characters, giving it atmosphere and 
plenty of dialects in which the burr 
of some is tempered with Irish 
brogues. The types are given a gen- 
erous chance, but the repeating of 
the oath by every witness seemed 
unnecessary. 

Miss Allgood as the Flanagan 
it is probably the way the part was 
written. Livesey counted as the 


Wednesday, March 10, 1937 





he was howled down by audience} 


Between the second and third acts) 
and the Thompsons | 





to Parliament, is ridiculed and, when | 


good news to the reporter, who had | 


| woman might have been funnier, but | 


— 


a star on her own now. Miss Eisman 
is lovely to look at, has a charming 
manner and a sweet young voice: 
she, too, is going places rapidly. 
Fanya Rubina, company’s soprano. 
has a lovely but small voice and jn_ 
sufficient footlight personality. Paula 
Klida is a young soubret who may 
do things some day with more ex. 
perience—and if she’s careful of that 
waistline. Leon Kadison and Moses 
Feder are best among the support- 
ing cast in character assignments. 
Rose Katz sings one number well. 

Joseph Rumshinsky has provided 
one of his usual tuneful scores. ‘Ai, 
Ai, Ai’ and ‘Digga Digga’ are the 
best numbers, both having a chance 
for uptown utility. 


Production is excellent. Lillian 
|Shapiro’s dances help a lot; the 
scenery (uncredited) is pretty: the 
costumes (uncredited) are in taste; 
the chorines are shapely. Kauf. 
Play in two acts Presented at _ 
tre N \ keb, 25 "St. by Liv ns . 
paper WHA Federal Theatre Proie 
written by Arthur Arent; directed by | it 
Wairen sets, Hioward Bav: mus I 
Wainer; masks Louis Bunin; 4% top. 
Cast: Charles Dill, Norman Lloyd, lob. 
ert Noack, Charles Danforth, Jean Thomas, 


newspaverman, although his services | 


did not seem that valuable. Miss 
Morgan was the pretty Victoria, 


| swell job, with no indication of how i Morgan is the pretty Victoria, easily 
short his rassle with the book was. 'the cast’s most attractive player. Mc- 


Lean does a good job as Thompson. 
As for the dog, it is a shaggy, funny 
pooch. Ibee 


YIDD'SH 
GALIZIANER REBBI 


(‘Galician Rabbi’) 

Musical comedy 
I.. Freiman, 8, 
music, 


in two acts (7 scenes) bs 
Steinberg, starring Mer 
Joseph Rumshinsky; lyr ; 
Isidor Lillian; dances, Lillian Shapiro; 
staged by Leon Kadison; at Folks theatre, 
N. Y¥., March 4, °37; $2.20 top 


Leon Gold 


tation didn’t come into the question 
until a few years ago, when the pro- 
ducers of Yiddish legit suddenly 
discovered that they were losing 
their clieniele; that the older folks 
kept coming, 
generations couldn’t be bothered. 
This resulted in a slowly culminating 
change toward younger faces, pret- 
tier chorines, acceptable and tasteful 
sets and dialog of a somewhat up- 
to-the-moment calibre. 

But this wasn’t enough, either, be- 
cause the older folks insisted on 
their ration of mush. And the past 
season or two has seen a sort of 
happy marriage. Of which perhaps 
the most perfect example yet is this 
show. Unmentioned anywhere in 


| the credits or anouncements is the 


fact that this was originally, some 
15 or so years ago, a heavy melo- 
drama entitled ‘Benkende Herzen’ 
(Yearning Hearts’). 
ducers have switched it around into 
an operetta form, lightened it, pret- 
tied it and set it up as a new dish. 
Which, to all practical purposes, it 
is. 

It has one bad fault from story 
construction—a fault all too fre- 
noticed in Yiddish 
The comic happens to be the star 
and co-producer. 
mits (perhaps insists on) the beauti- 
ful heroine falling in love with him 
despite all evidence of logic and 
vision. That would rule it out any- 
where but on Second avenue auto- 
matically. However, here it doesn’t 
seem to count. 

Story is slender. Rabbi’s son. en 
route home from a long sojourn in 
Palestine, is lost when the ship sinks. 
Comic stowaway on the boat is res- 
cued and mistaken for the son. He 
permiis the deception in order not 
to break the fond parents’ hearts 
but complications arise due to his 
falling in love with the 
daughter, supposedly his sister. 
she falls in love with him. It 


And 
all 


but that the newer , 


| 


Charles T. 
Donnelly, 


Lewis, Gregory 
Burton Mallory, 


Robbins, Gueriia 


Wilfred Clark, 


H H,. MeCollom, Harry Brooks, Allan 
Tower, Dudley Hawley, William Roselle, 
James F. kelly, ternard Pate, Viola 


Swayne, Eleanora Barrie, Warda Howard, 

In this fourth issue, the Living 
Newspaper justifies its name. Show 
is not only living, but as timely as 
tomorrow morning’s headlines. 

Question of ‘Power’ which it dis- 
cusses, in fact, is likely to be found 
in tomorrow's headlines—and the 
next day’s, too. It’s a problem that 
touches everyone, with certainty of 
growing in importance in the fuiure, 
This production clarifies issues of the 
problem and also gives the whole 
subject dramatic interest. 

Said to be the first Living News- 
-.paper show dramatized by one per- 
son. That may explain its direciness 
and apparent singleness of purpose. 
There's little extraneous matter in- 
cluded in the script and few occa- 
sions when action straggles into in- 
consequentials. 

That unity, as well as urgency of 


subject. results in a show which 
maintains interest throughout. it 


catches attention at the prolog and, 


with deftly varying touches, re- 
mains absorbing until end. Both the 
first and second act curtains are 


strong. 

Although this edition of the Living 
Newspaper is, like its predecessors, 
still preoccupied with propaganda. 
it acquires eloquence through lack of 
the obvious bias that marked others. 


| Its treatment of public versus private 


Edga. Shmaye er bas .-Sam Levin 
g Yente Sosse.... Terre, yer, Anna Wiener 
= ee Yossve! ....+»Menasha Skulnik 
RURMNAS wo PASO ARAL LSS Benny Spitzer 
STORM OVER PATSY Beilke. ii ta awe s ead bake Paula Klida 
| rzirel Mirel. sé Villy Rabinowitch 
Comedy in three acts by Bruno Frank, Me ot Rr stv seoer se KBane J.ipinsky 
adapted by James HBridic: presented bs ~ tymanever -...Moses Feder 
Theatre Guild, with Sara Allgood, Claudia | Y\0srele r++ nye See 
Mors im, Roger Livesey and tan. Mclean be se ‘ .- Goldie Nisman 
featur dl. Staging by Philip Moeller: set- M: — *D aecayipamaminee. tial la a - Leon x nate 
tings. Aline Bernstein. At Guild, N. ?.. (aa NOweeeds --arah Skuln k 
March 8, "37. $3.30 ton 7 oi LA PEPELERTT Cet Tee eT? OCT Te Rose Katz 
Victoria Thompson......... Claudia Morgan 
Maggie. .. wee seesecsecesases Valerie Cossart | Last new play of the Yiddish °36- 
ur. “Pn id Aaa ee ye et 37 legit season is, it turns out, per- 
Lishet Skirving. .. -"Rrenda Forbea | aps the best. Certainly it’s at least 
William ‘Thompson .+++-+-lan MeLean | ON a par with the best at this or any 
Seuuym Me Kellar... ....Francis Pierlot | other Yiddish house this season. It’s 
rece SKi r . $ i = 
Court wae ( ee seee ane ’ fast, peppy and colorful. Story is a 
Clerk of the Court Farrell Pelly | thin and incredible one (show 
The Judge........ .Leo G. Carroit| WOuldn’t last a week if translated | 
Mr. Fraser......... --..Louis Hector | into English) but it is perfect for the 
Mr. Menzies, K.C. John Heysradt | clientele catered to 
| Junior Counsel. , ... Kendall Clark | oe 3 ; ; : 
Stenographers... ....Jack Burley | | Yiddish legit can’t be gauged on | 
pele “ vteeeeeeess++.. Herbert Standing} the same lines as regular Broadway 
° ASSIGY wc cccccecss c 7 | j j so} 
ling eagle dip deltuirneaaadhtebaiopbne Ss - sewed goer | entertainment. Average Yiddish 
a ee ee ee ee ee ee ‘ ( e Lei} . ' 4 ; a 4 
Court Spectators: Frances Kidner, Eliza< legit audiences prefer tragic themes 
beth A. Jones, Seymour Gross, Dan | with a heavy undesscoring of senti- 
Rudsten, Carrie Bridewell, Harry Herm-| mentality. Showmanship or presen- 


But the pro- | 


legit. | 


Therefore he per- | 


Rabbi's | 


straightens out at the end, of course, | 


when the real Rabbi’s son shows up. 


Excellently acted here by Skulnik | 


in the star (comic) role: Leon Gold. 
tenor: Tilly Rabinowitz in a comedy 
assignment and Goldie Eisman as the 
“irl. Miss Rabinowitz incidentally 
has come up remarkably well in the 
past season. She had bits when the 
season started here; she’s practically 


3 


ownership of utilities is more than 
usually instructive rather than ar¢u- 
mentative. But both its explanation 
and pleading are enlightening and 
forceful. 

In 22 scenes (first of which is more 
of prolog), ‘Power’ first cites uses 
and importance of electric power, 
then traces the history and issues in 
the struggle of utilities versus public 


(Continued on page 60) 


MOSCOW 
MAY DAY 


and the 


SOVIET 
THEATRE 


LENINGRAD, MOSCOW, 
KHARKOV, KIEV 


under leadership of 


NORRIS HOUGHTON 


author of ‘‘Moscow Rehearsals” 














Union in the festival 
month ef May when theatres vanel 
other activities are in full swing. 


Sailing April 14, back in 
New York May 23 : 
Price, including theatre tickets 


$387 


Other tours from $394 


See the Soviet 
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Department 24 
8 West 40th Street 
NEW YORK 
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Plays Abroad 


WISE TOMORROW 


London, Feb. 25. 
Comedy by Stephen Powys, presented ly 
Firth Shephard; produced by Athole Stew- 
art at Lyric theatre, London, Feb. 17, ‘37. 


Tony Campion..... aURe kin Nora Swinburne 
Norman Weldon............Naunton Wayne 
Peter Marsn.....---ee-+00. Esmond Knight 
Bob Ebury....---eeeeeeeeed Archibald Batty 
Helen Reitz.....--eeeesees Emma Trechman 
Joan Campion. ....se..-see- Diana Churchill 
Diana Ebury.................Martita Hunt 
PN cuba saben) 45.40 068 6060060 Olea Lindo 
Alice. nl iy eh s bs anes .Beutvix Feilden-Kave 
PressMan......-.++-+++e++--S5e¥Mour Green 


Program announces this play as a 
comedy, which it is in treatment, al- 
though it has an underlying story 
constantly touching on 
ality, but never quite saying so. 
Hints and situations continually re 
cur, but a meticulously 
censor could not legitimately 
any objection. Piece was 
with considerable warmth at 


homosexu- | ‘ * 
10S€XU- | she has to again convince the press- 


ra 
— | tense, wordless scene at the close of 
received | 
the | 





Mary Morris to the English stage 
and, whatever the result of the ven- 
ture itself, she, undoubtedly, has 
made good. With her in it, piece 
should be good box-office for New 


| York. 


Dour, taciturn woman runs a 
boarding house on the Cornish coast. 
Her son is to marry the daughter of 
the local doctor, until a wandering 
newspaperman recognizes her as the 
acquitted prisoner in a famous murder 
trial in Edinburgh 30 years back. She 
had been accused of killing 


| mother and stepfather with an axe, 


| but 


premiere, and tteket agencies have | 


made a buy. New York audiences 
would be likely to receive the piece 
with as much fervor as the 
night West-Enders. 


sophisticated wisecracks. It is 


vealed that a young girl engaged to | 


be married, and who had little suc- 


cess as an actress, has an opportunity | 
to play an important leading role for | 


a Sunday nieht performance, in 
which she achieves a sock success. 
Play is the property of a middle- 
aged retired actress. She has a secre- 
tary who dresses, walks and conducts 
herself in masculine fashion. 

Old actress develops a yearning 
for the younger girl, claiming she 
sees in her a youthful reproduction 
who will sweep the world with her 
dramatic abilities, in which she will 
be coached by the older woman. 
Girl is torn between sacrificing her 
marriage for a stage career, swaying 


constantly in her decision, but al- 
ways dominated when  in_ the 
yresence of the retired thespian. 


ounger one makes a _ tremendous 
effort to rid herself of the influence 
exercised by the ingratiating elder 
woman, but can’t. She is at last freed 
by the pursuer dying and willing her 
house and fortune to her. Equipped 
with wealth, the young woman seems 
to have inherited the characteristics 
of the deceased, and procceds to 
conduct herself in a similar manner. 
even to engaging of the mannish 
secretary. 

Large proportion of the first-night 
reception was due to the splendid 
cast. From an artistic standpoint. 
the two outstanding successes are 
Martita Hunt, as the elderly actress. 
and Olga Lindo as the mannish sec- 
retary. Either of these, without 


| has not much chance either here or | 


eon. | satisfy the 


the Scottish verdict of 
Proven’ was given. After brooding 
over her secret for all these years, 


man and the 


father of her boy’s 
swectheart. 


She succeeds, but in a 


the play, reveals her actual guilt. 
Splendid supporting cast more 
than shares the honors with Miss 
Morris. All told, a generally well- 
balanced production which should 
large number 


STRANGE BARRIER 


London, Feb. 21. 


of play-| 
| goers who revel in this type of en- | 


Plot progresses via the medium of | wertasment, 


re- | 





her | 


‘Not | 


| (American), 


| trouble is in store for him and that 


young man, inherits the tavern 
which was conducted by his father 
for many vears in the fashionable 
Mayfair district of London. On 
taking over. he discovers the main 
source of his father’s prosperity was 
due to permitting the place to be 
used as headquarters of drug 
traffickers. When he decides to end 
this illicit relation, he is warned that 


his father’s 
besmirched. 

With this basic plot to maintain 
interest, the entertainment consists 
of about 10 excellent character draw- 


good name will be 





When Legit Biz Does Pratt Fall, 
* London Blames False Weather Tip 





Sydney Revivals 


Sydney, Feb. 16. 





ings and as many minor roles, all of | 
them competently portrayed and di- 
rected. 

Margaret Rutherford plays a | 
middle-aged spinster aunt, and 
sweeps all before her, easily carry- 
ing the acting honors. Jolo. 


BIG BUSINESS 


London, Feb. 27 





Musical comedy by kK. R G row ne 
Bert Lee, Desmond. Carter; mu-ic Jack 
Willer Joseph Tunbridge; produccd b 
Ralph Reader at London Hippodrome 
Emmeline BRuy......ccssces Bertha Belmore 
BEATTY MATA, 60.664 oso. sees Enid Dixon-Orv | 
Annabelle Bay...sccccsccesece VCR Pesrce | 
Jimmy Rackstraw.........--. Bobby Liowes | 
Spike Morgan...... ‘6d Bod eige David Burns | 
Lincoln J. Hopper.........- Richard Clar«Ke | 
BORtGN FIGIHNGR.. 50 6ds0808 84% Wylie Watson | 

Hippodrome combination of com- 
ics, augmented by David Burns 


appear again in the 


| usual musical comedy mixture with 


which this house has been identified 
of recent years. 
It is a conglomeration of what is 


| designed to be the British equivalent 


Play in three acts by C. FE. Pollard, pre 
ented by Charlton Morton at Liitle theatre 
London 

Dennis Williams. Michnel Shenley 
ORGtey Wuhan, ..<.oecartacss Rene Kelly 
Dr. Arthur Granville....... Hylton Allen | 
Guy Williams,....... .+e--Andrew Osborn | 
Margery Saunders......... Molly Rankin 
Joun Saunders. . -<Gilllan Maude 





Little theatre here presents a litile | : ; : 
'nal music, as this has, rapid danc- 


play with a little plot by a little 


company and of little imvortance. It | 


in America. 

Story in a nutshell; married man 
takes a girl to a houseboat 2nd makes 
a play for her. In the struggle she 
pushes him overboard, and he is 
drowned. In due course, without 


| knowing it (this is never exvlained) 


delicate handling, could have been | 


mere caricatures. 

Very showy hit is scored by 
Naunton Wayne as a_ philosophic 
young poster artist addicted to drink. 


He brings to the role his experi- | 


enced personality as a monologist, 

which enables him to wallop over a 

number of humorous ames : 
olo. 


FIRST LOVE 


(‘Erste Liebe’) 
Vienna, Feb. 24. 


Comedy in five acts by Hans J. Rehfisch, 
produced by Prof. Rudolf Heer at Scula 
theatre, Vienna. Scenery by Tom Kraa. 


OPO EE CUCU TT TIL Karl Becehmenn 
Donald MacAllen............ Harald Tauber 
RE Err rere res: Michail Xantho 
Colonel Marshall .......--+. Robert Valberg 
Mme, H. Gandel............ Emima Foerster 
Fvemme Gandel. .. 26. sccccaccceves Lia Lange 
Ormond Marshall.......-..2+04 Arthur Rieck 





Rehfisch seemingly has one thing 
in mind: he intends to tell his fol- 
lowers that love appears simultane- 
ously with jealousy or vice versa. 

Girl kisses boy and no reason for 
doing so, which adds to the psycho- 
logical problem presented. Boy's 
friendship goes to pieces, so does 
love, because the girl (pretty Lia 
Lange) did it merely because she 
loves another man, teacher in a col- 
lege, whom she wants to make jeal- 
ous. 

Then Rehfisch adds an operetta 
touch. The kissed boy turns out to 
be the son of a potentate of a Bal- 
kan country. Neither a happy end. 
nor a sad end, follows. Girl con- 
tinues her work in the tea shop of 
the college, boys make good and 
each goes back to his home. 

Tom Kraa set the scenery of Eton. 
Rudolf Beer brought with him var'i- 
ous ideas of college life which he 
experienced himself. Excellent cast 
of the Scala theatre worked hard and 
was able to make the world premiere 
a reasonable success. Maass. 


SUSPECT 


London, Feb. 26. 


Tlay in three acts by Rex Judd produce! 
at Si. Martin’s, London, by Alec Rea, 
Mra. Simith.......cecsccceesseeary Morris 
Pre rere ee ‘ Jean Cadell 
Rares Campbell Gullan 
Janet Rendle.......... Andrea Troudrilge 
Revert Smith.............Peter Murra Hill 
Rev. Albert Combermere.. Stafford Hilliard 
Lady Const...... ao. wien hema a Deris Lytten 
Sir Hugo Comnst........ ..David Horne 





Studies of the macabre have been 
op the increase in recent years, and 
this sinister effort by Reginald Den- 
ham and Edward Percy under the 
pseudonym Rex Judd should rank as 
equal to its predecessors. It brings 


| 


| 
| 
| 





she becomes betrothed to her 
tim’s son. When she discovers the 
relationship, she breaks off the en- 


gagemeni, and refuses to say why 
until very nearly the end of the 
third act. 


Ho hum. 


Die Eule Aus Athen 


(‘The Owl of Athens’) 
Berlin, Feb. 27. 


Historic comedy in three acts by Dietrich 
Loder, Presented at Saarland theatre, Ber- 
lin. Direeted by Heinz Friedrich Kenter 
gig SPP oer error -Gusiav Waldau 
Prince Mardonius........Christian Kayssle: 
Hippias MULLET CT CTT TCC rT Ter Rene Doltgen 
PPOs 6034660040 5e500% Franz Schafheitlin 
PRRNCB, 500i cp cteweeeseeesescsc. + PRS Rasp 
Ree. TEMQROCR. <0560s6s660%00% KFredrich Ettel 
Atossa J 


Puula Denk 





Labored effort at satire on Greek 
and Persian heroes and times but 
directed at conditions of today. 
Teetering undecidedly back and forth 
between his pros and cons, the au- 
thor finally comes to a classical con- 
clusion to the effect that a Greek is 
no longer a Greek if he takes refuge 
in another country. He is then, it 
seems, nothing but an emigrant. one 
of those low-down creatures without 
roots in any soil. Get it? 

Heinz Dietrich Kenter occasion- 
ally makes one forget the author's 
one-sided logic by his lively di- 
rection of the actors. Scenes with 
Gustav Waldau as the Persian King 
Darius, who outwits the wily and 
ambitious young Greek Hippias. 
played by the vivid Rene Deltgen, 
turn out to be especially amusing. 

This theatre belongs to the group 
of three under the okay of Dr. 
Goebbels and since Friedrich Loder, 
author of the play, is a P. G, (Partei- 
Genosse) the house is automatically 
filled with other P. G.’s at 30c. a 
throw. What does it matter how 
much or how little is taken in when 
the deficit is unconditionally footed 
by the Propaganda Ministry”? 

Trask, 


Tavern In The Town 
London, Feb. 26. 


Comedy in three acts by Arthur Macrae, 
produced at Embassy, London, Feb. 16, ‘37, 
by Murray Macdonald. 


vice | 


of wisecracks and slapstick. Quartet 
of comedians are great favuriies in 
Londen, and when surrounded by a 
neat, well-knit production, as this is, 
accompanied by more or less orizi- 


ing and aiwrective costuming, it is 
safe to predict a profitable -un. 





Week-end at Stormes 
London, Feb. 24. 


| aS a magician. 


Come Jd in three ecis by Henry Snlles 
Presented b Croydon Theatre Repertory 
(o. Keb r+; ¥ oe Produced by Michael 

| Barry 
mere: HORM: 2520 Flic ies Susan Rich: reds | 
PIO. oc ved st canned Se behave tdetan Joun 'r It | 
(George <P Pr ree Te Lewis Stringer | 
ol Wintervon... Geoffrey Wiig 
Jack Sonning iavees aes ene: Caton i 
| sae on wees ..Margueriie Young | 
Marry Ganning. ....scseceses Hamilton Price | 
Ann Sonning... . . .... Jessica Shaw 
|} Mr. Moges -Michael Baltour 


| entertains 





} 


| 


| 


| rostrum. 





Pleasant little comedy in one sct, 
reminiscent of domestic film stories, 
and quite adaptable for that purpose. 
Nothing original, but it might point) 
a good moral in an amusing way. | 
Good many laughs, owing to clever | 
characterizing, and splendidly acted. | 
If equally well interpreted it might 
have a chance for the West End, but 
is doubtful for the U. S. 

Widowed mother, on the verge of | 
remarriage with an elderly neighbor, | 
her children after their | 
absence abroad for five years, owing | 
to an eccentric will of the father, 
who decreed the two boys must earn | 
their livelihood honestly for this pe- 
riod abroad, and the one girl for 
three years. 

Family is anxious to prevent the 
mother’s romance maturing, fearing 
the man may influence her against 
them, as she is the executrix of the 
will. 

They all have things to hide. Kind- 
ly prospective stepfather ferrets all 


this out, but, realizing the harsh 
terms of the inheritance, squares 
everything. 


Retreat From Folly 
London, Feb. 25. 


three acts by Amy Kennedy 
and Eileen Russell, presented by H. 


Comedy in 
Gould 


M. Tennent, Ltd., at Queen's theatre, Lon- 
don, Feb, 24, "37. 

PEMBGG ic. cascccsccvcdiccsc co eOURGTe Ona 
PEOIG co's . de cba sdeseccosrscaasocd Angela Kirk 
Maurice Burke...... «ee W. Graham-Browne 
Plera Le@wWell,..csscce eves Marie Tempest 
Grant Dumaresque..ceeseceess Paul Leyssac 
Derek Burke.......0¢ COeescesces Peter Coke 
Conway....... eeceeceerccees Jack Lambert 
James Halley. .cecseeee.. Laurence Hardman 
Waller... ccessece TT eT CREE TTT Ben W, it 
it We, |) PEPE erred Pee. Antoinette Cellier 





Marie Tempest, 73 years old, is cer- 
tain to be cordially welcomed so 
long as she is able to set foot on the 
Years ago she made a suc- 
cess in a play wherein, as a middle- 





| aged woman, she divorces her hus- | 


| band. 
|coming hopelessly 


When she found he was be- | 
involved with a) 


| designing female, she came to his} 


GE anes bache es rene b 80344 Frank Follows 
pT WTI rer ee Max Adrian 
Maidie ......ccccrscccccccses- ESina Cannon 
Richard Whitaker. ...cocccsces Bernard Lee 
Terence Whitaker...........dohn Robinson 
Myra FRamiltOh. .ccccccescvececss Zoe Wynn 
Mra. Wamiltoh..sicsedss -Norma Winslow 
eee eee Margaret Rutherford 
2) rere 690608 660066640000 WORE Ge 
Ronald Plevdell..........dohn Buckmaster 
Mrs. Whitaker.............Frances Waring 
Alistair Pimm....+..... ».Riehard Haydn 
Program describes this as a 
comedy, which it is, but the plot} 
constantly hints of impending 
tragedy, which never materializes. 


Like most playwrighting efforts of 
actors. piece contains a series of 
characters with barely sufficient plot 
to keep them interesting. With some 
tightening, especially at the finish, 
it could be an acceptable tenant for 
one of the medium-sized West End 
theatres, and worthy of consideration 
for American honors. [In America. 


an old-time ballad, ‘There’s a Tavern | 


Town, harks back to the 
which would necessitate a 
play title, to get away 


in the 
1890's, 
change in 


from the old-fashioned meller idea.| 
upright, 


An but not righteous 





rescue. Ever since, with consistent | 
regularity, she has been cast for 
more or less similar roles, and al- 
ways with the utmost acceptability | 
on the part of the audiences. 

Present vehicle is just another. It 
is unashamedly a Tempest play. and 
her first-nieht clientele was un- 
ashamedly Joyal. It won't do her 
any kerm. Or good, for that matter. 


ANNA EDES 


Budapest, Feb. 28. 


Dran n three acts by Laszlo Lakates, 
|} adapted from eovel by Dezso Kosztolanyi, at 
Belvarosi theatre, Budapest, 
Cast: Elma Bulla, Piroska Peery, Lajos 
Boray Margzit Arpad, Lajos Basthy. 





Brilliant psychological novel, 
somewhat on Dostoevsky lines, by an | 
eminent local poet who died recent- | 
ly, has been ably and effectively | 
staged, although its literary values | 
were lost in transit. 

Tragic central figure is Anna, peas- 
ant maid-of-all work, stunned when ' 


| Williamson-Tait will 


|“Maid of 


| He 


‘Marianne Oswald Tries 


| because of her limited appeal she has 


| of it, just for the sake of not losing 


| murder 
dling, but action is dramatic, dialos | 


| Peery that 


After the conclusion of the Monte 
Carlo Russian Ballet season here, 
revert back to 
for legit attractions. | 
are for revivals of |} 
Mountains,” “Pink | 
Lady,” “Merry Widow,” “Katinka,” 
“A Southern Maid” and “Sybil.” | 
Fred Blackman will produce. 

No new shows listed. 


the storehouse 
Present plans 
the 


BOYER CLICKS BUT | 
NOT B. 0. AT VIC PAL 


London, March 9. | 
Lucienne Boyer is the headliner of | 


the new Victoria Palace bill. Over | 
splendidly, although act is not box- 
office for the masses. 

Big clicks of the show are Ben| 
Dova and Gaston Palmer. DeLong | 
Sisters make an effective opening 


turn and the Four Ortons are wasted 
in the closing niche. Claude Dam- 
pier, an Australian and local radio | 
name, supported by Billie Carlyle, | 
offer an insipid vehicle. 

Russell Swann, American, making 


| b. o. reaction. 


+ eiueniamweitil 


London, March 9. 

West End legit took a terrific shel- 
lacking last week, with managements 
uniting in blaming British Broad- 
casting Corp. 
the ether that snow was prevalent 
in London and environs and advis- 
ing people to stay indoors. 

‘On Your Toes’ closes at the Pal- 
lace March 20, after a mere six-week 
run, with Palace Theatre, Ltd., and 
Dwight Wiman crying sufficient. 
Opened to good reception but mild 
Lee Ephraim, aiso in- 
in the show here, is trying 


for announcing over 


terested 


|} to raise $10,000 with which to trans- 


fer it to another house, but unlikely: 

Meantime Metro has rented the 
house (Palace) for six weeks with 
option for ‘Good Earth,’ which will 
open on road-show basis March 24, 





Alhambra, Paris, 
Back to Revue on 
May 15; Mistinguett 


Paris, March 9. 
Robitschek is folding the 
policy at the Alhambra 


Kurt 
vaudeville 


; : “ ‘ —— . ‘ 2 , . 
his vaudeville debut after some cab- | here on April 2. House will reopen 


aret dates, is the m. c. of the show. | 
has possibilities that way, 
lacks experience, being best known | 


T -_ . 7 _ 
o Suicide in Paris. 
Paris, March 1. 

Marianne Oswald, young fiery- 
headed singer who is usually very 
well liked or very much disliked by 
Paris audiences because of the kind | 
of songs she sings, decided it was 
not worth the struggle last week and 
attempted to commit suicide by tak- 
ing an overdose of veronal. 

Had she not written and posted 
goodbye letters to friends she would 
probably be dead today. When one 
friend received a letter, a doctor was 
immediately sent to her hotel and 
she was ruq-ed to a hospital. 

Well known on the Paris music 
hall stage, Miss Oswald has had such 
composers as Milhaud and Honegger 
write songs specially for her, but 





lately found it difficult to get en- 
gagements, 


2 NEW LONDON PLAYS 


‘Night Alone’ Liked—‘Great Pos- 
sessions’ N.S.G. 
London, March 9. 

‘Night Alone,’ comedy by Jeffrey 
Dell, opened at Daly’s, Thursday 
(4). Had been tried out previously 
at the Embassy and was reviewed by 
Variety on Feb. 17. First-nighters 
at the West End opening Thursday 
night liked it. 

‘Great Possessions,’ previously 
tried out in Kew, got its West End 
showing Monday (8). It is a poor 
play, as had been indicatec at the 
tryout. Has to do with a wealthy 
man who, on attaining his majority, 
gives away his worldly possessions 
and goes to the slums to help the 
poor. They give him the works and 
he returns to luxury and ease. 











she comes to town and finds service 


in a family of callous and uppish 
bourgeois. Everything is strange 
and hostile to the simple country 


girl, She can marry an_ honest 
tradesman, but her mistress, mani- 
acal driver, nags and argues her out 


a good servant. Anna, driven by 
subconscious impulses, kills the mis- 
tress. She doesn’t know why she 
did it. In court, the old family doc- 
tor explains the psychological mo- 
lives. 

In the stage version, story has put 


| vaudfilm 


| ing backed by 
| Henry Carson will do the booking. 





on the features of a thriller. and the 
scene is pretty blood-cur- 


fine and the two women—Anna and 
her mistress—are so _ brillianily 
played by Elma Bulla and Piroska 
‘Anna Edes’ is a first- 
rate theatrical event. Miss Peery 


| 


seldom seen on the stage, mainly in| 


| comedy roles, establishes herself as | 
by her) 


a prime character player 


rendering of the servant-driven har- | 


ridan. Elma Bulla is at her best in 
these parts of good but ill-fated girls 
who turn criminal against thei: 
Cast assures success here. 

Foreign run is. likely; 
screen, however. 


nix for 
Jacobi, 


will. | 


} 


May 15 with a new revue starring 


but | Mistinguett. 


Empire, once the ace vaude house 


| here and recently operated with a 


constantly shifting policy of film, 
and circus, reverts to 
straight two-a-day vaude on March 
27, playing local and foreign talent 
with Julius Marx, formerly of the 
Seala, Berlin, in charge. Marx is be- 
a British bankroll. 


‘CANT HAPPEN’ PLAY 
SET FOR PARIS PROD. 


Paris, March 2. 

Singlair Lewis’ best seller, ‘It Can't 
Happen Here.’ produced throughout 
the United States by WPA units, is 
going to be produced on the Paris 
stage. 

Has been adapted far the French 
stage by Jacques Chabannes and 
Sabine Berritz and will be directed 
by Henri Lesieur. Cast will include 
Henri Monteux, who will play the 
role of the dictator; Julien Lacroix, 
Henri Roger, Madeleine Lansay and 
Andree Ducret. Stage settings will 
be executed by Nadine Landovski. 

Scheduled to open March 15 at the 
Theatre de la Renaissance, where it 
will be produced by the Theatre 
du Peuple. It will follow ‘Loups’ 
(‘Wolves’), which is slated to run 
through its 100th performance before 
it closes. French title is ‘Pas de Ca 
Chez Nous’ (‘None of That With Us’). 





Molnar’s New Version 


Of Samson-Delilah Yarn 


Budapest, Feb. 28. 


Ferenc Molnar is in San Remo, at 
work on a new comedy, ‘Delilah,’ in- 
tended as a vehicle for his wife, 
Lily Darvas. Modern replica of the 
biblical Delilah keeps a fashionable 
roadhouse in it. She does not shear 
Samson's hair, but bereaves him of 
his money, the contemporary Sam- 
son's strength being in his b.r., for 
the sake of which other women love 
him. At the end Delilah is tops. 

New comedy’s world premiere fs 


|}to be at the Vigszinhaz during the 


coming season. 





‘Horse’ Under Tent 


Melbourne, Feb. 16. 


Mammoth Productions, through an 
arrangement with Williamson-Tait, 
will tour ‘White Horse Inn’ through 
the sticks of Victoria, commencing 
this month. 

‘Horse’ will carry a cast of 100, 
and a revolving stage will be used. 
same as in the city production. 
Canvas tent will hold 2,000 and can 
be erected in two hours. Mostly 
one-nighters will be played, except- 
ing in spots where the population is 
larger. Following Victorian tour, 
show will move across the berder 
into N. S. Wales. 
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Button, Button, Who's Got Rej jection 
Slins—Or H'wood Ritbin’ the Editors 


t 


Hollywood, March 9. 

Name-writers who commute be- 
tween studios and magazine front 
have been quietly working around to 
the point where they can blast edi- 
tors out of their sit-down strike 
against the writing talent. 

Believing most editors démt know 
their elbow from their elbow, certain 
of these writers have gone out of 
their way to prove it. One took a 
batch of stories he had already sold 
a mag, put a new author’s name on 
them and got rejections. Then he had 
them re-typed with his own name 
on them and they were accepted. He! 
sent the checks back after telling the 
editor what a dunce he was. 

Another copied stories out of a 
magazine like Liberty and sent them 
back to the editor, changing only the 
names of principals. Out of six sub- 
mitted five were returned. The sixth 
was accepted, except that the author 
refused to accept the acceptance, 
having got the evidence he needed 
against the nodding Homers who sit 
in editorial sancta. 

Another tried one of the big three 
with some stories they had already 
published. On some he got a rejec- 
tion. On others he was advised to 
make changes here and there. 

Still another started out by send- 
ing a manuscript to an editor for the 
first time and adding a note: ‘I have 
made the changes you suggested and 
hope you find the manuscript satis- 
factory.’ 

He got an acceptance and a note 
praising him for improving the dia- 
log and brushing up the story gen- 
erally. 





W-T Wants Broadway Column 

The N. Y. World-Telegram is anx- 
ious to add a Broadway columnist to 
by-liners, and is conducting a quiet 
search for newspaperman deemed 
capable enough to qualify. 

Lee Wood, managing editor of 
sheet, is adverse to attempting to 
lure away any established Broad- 
way gossip-gurgler affixed at pres- 
ent to another daily. Also wants a 
scribbler with a fresh style, most of 
the practicing ones being patterned 
off the same block, and figured as 
having worn pretty thin and tedious 
a rather monotonous manner of 





Guild Seek. N. Y. Tely Contract 

Newspaper Guild representatives 
met yesterday (9) for further discus- 
sion with the management of the 
N. Y. World-Telegram. Negotiations 
were temporarily terminated last 
week over what the management 
termed ‘a difference of opinion as to 
whether the Guild should be a prin- 
cipal to the contrac: or the sole bar- 
gaining agent.’ 

Paper declared that it was willing 
for Secretary Frances Perkins to ar- 
bitrate the matter, but this has since 
been dropped and indications are 
that some form of contract will be 
negotiated shortly. 





Blake May Join King Features 

Charles Blake, Chicago American 
feature writer, was in New York last 
week to confer with Joseph V. Con- 
nelly, of King Features, rezarding 
job as Washington correspondent for 
‘the syndicate. No decision yet. 

Blake was the reporter who took 
the incubator to Ontario for the 
Dionne Quintuplets shortly after 
their birth. He subsequently sold to 
20th Century-Fox the story idea 
from which ‘The Country Doctor’ 
was made. 





Philadelphia Ledger Loses Three 

Three members of the staff of the 
Evening Public Ledger, Philadelphia; 
all holding rather responsible: posts, 
are leaving that sheet within a few 
days. One, Hal Borland, goes to the 
N. Y. Times with the Sunday maga- 
zine’ section; Roger Butterfield as- 
sumes the Philadelphia end of Time, 
Fortune and Life. The third de- 
parture is Walter Schneider, who 
joins the staff of Editor and Pub- 
lisher. . He’s been Philly correspon- 
dent for that publication for several 
years. 





Joseph Hocking Dies in England 
Joseph Hocking, 76, author of more 
than 50 books, died in St. Ives, Corn- 


wall, England, on March 4. He 
published his first novel, ‘Jabez 
Easterbrook,’ in 1891 and has aver- 


aged more than one a year since 


then. eh 
He was a former minister who re- 


tired to engage in writing. 





Tom Costain Readying New Mag 


Tom Costain, formerly on the Sat- 
urday Evening Post editorial board, 
and for a while story editor of 
20th Century-Fox, is getting ready to 
edit a new mag. First issue is ten- 
tatively 
May dateline. If will be a pockét= | 
sized mag, in accordance with the | 
new fashion of fiction, monthly, sell- 
ing at 25c, but with a more or less 
pop line of contents. That would 
make it the first pop mag in the 
new size, a format taken thus far 
ifor mostly specialized publications. 

Title hasn’t been decided on yet; 
i backers want Costain to use his own 
name for that of the mag but he’d 
rather not, he thinks. 








Alphonse and Gaston 


With all that intense rivalry sup- 
posed to be existing between Wil- 
liam Randolph Hearst and Harry 
Chandler, publisher of the L.A. 
Times, something unusual happened 
at the Santa Anita Turf Club ball 
at the L. 4. Ambassador hotel. Things 
went well until a fotog for the Times 
spoke too loudly about a group he 
was snapping—including Hearst. Lat- 
ter heard and stalked off. 

Norman Chandler, v.p. of the 
Times and aide to his daddy, was 
nearby and was told of the incident. 
He checked with Hearst and others 
who heard the remarks and then 
fired the lenser. 





Newsphoto Shakeup 

Newsphoto service at the Asso- 
ciated Press, recently taken over by 
Edward Stanley, has been going 
through reorganization with three 
men out last week. Charles Payne 
from the Cincinnati. Post has joined 
the N. Y. office and Howard Kany 
has gone. to Chicago. 
O. S. Gramling succeeds Stanley 
in the position of executive assistant 


dated for late April on a | 


Gannett Papers Recognize Guild 

Management of Hearst's Roches- 
ter Journal has recognized the 
Rochester Newspaper Guild as bar- 
gaining agency for editorial work- 
ers and agreed to a 40-hour week, 
$40 salary minimum after three years 
experience, two weeks vacation with 
pay and six weeks notice for em- 
ployes with six years service. 

Guild committee is negotiating 
with the Gannett management, own- 
ers of the Times-Union and Demo- 
crat and Chronicle, seeking a five- 
day week, in place of six days, 40 
}hours, now in force; three weeks va- 
cation with pay, six weeks notice and 
$65 a week minimum for desk men. 





policy, was posted yesterday (9) and 
is effective as of March 1. 


six months; $23 for one year; $32 for 
two years, and $40 for three or 
more years experience are estab- 
lished. Sick leave of one week for 
each year with the papers, two 
weeks vacation with pay, and sever- 
of one week’s wages for 


ance pay 
each year of service are other con- 
ditions. 

A similar agreement with the 


Times-Union, Hearst Albany paper, 
was made two weeks ago. 





Burt Co. Sold to Blue Ribbon 


Blue Ribbon Books, Inc., has 
bought out the A. L. Burt Co. and 
acquired that firm’s 2,000 titles. Burt 
name will be continued on fiction 
and juvenile books. 

The Burt Co. was founded in 1883 
br: the late Albert L. Burt, who 
published, among other authors, 
Horatio Alger, James Otis, Henry 
Castleman and G. A. Henty. Blue 
Ribbon was founded in 1930 as a re- 
print outlet by four publishing 
houses, with Eugene Reynal at the 
head. He bought the business in 
1933. 











in the membership department. He 
was formerly chief of the A. P's | 
Pittsburgh bureau. 





Forrest Davis Leaves Denver News | 
After sticking on the job as editor 
of the Denver News for over half a 
year, Forrest Davis decided he had 
had enough of it and resigned, pull- 
ing out for California for a vacation. 
Said he would return to New York 
within a month and announce a new 
connection. 

Aubrey Graves was imported 
from Fort Worth, Texas, for the 
job. Graves came in a few weeks 
ago as managing editor, a job vacant 
for several months, and succeeded 
Davis when he quit. The News is a 
Scripps-Howard paper. 





Suggesting Regional Libraries 

Representative Ross A. Collins of 
Mississippi has introduced a bill in 
the House of Representatives which 
calls for the establishment of five 
regional libraries in New York City, 
Chicago, Memphis, Denver and San 
Francisco. Bill provides for an 
amendment to the Copyright Act 
requiring the deposit of 12 copies 
of all books published instead of two 
as at present. Two copies of each 
book would. be turned over to each 
of the regional libraries. 





Guilders’ Art Scoop. 

Los Angeles Evening News scooped 
the town on pictures of sit-down 
strikers taken inside the Douglas 
Aircraft Co. plant at Santa Monica. 
Inside was that reporter, Charles 
Gessner, and lenser, Dick Farrell. 
who worked their entry through 
membership in the Newspaper Guild. 
Rival papers squawked to police and 
U. S. authorities, but to no avail. 





Washburn’s New One 

Charles Washburn’s new book, 
‘Press-Agency,’ coming off presses 
April 1. Besides the usual laughs, 
it’s aimed as text book. for schools 
of journalism, he says. Publisher is 
National Library Press. which also 
issued ‘Come Into My Parlor,’ pre- 
vious Washburn product. 








N. Y¥Y. Press Club Takes Quarters 

Newly formed New York Press 
Club is ready to move into clubrooms 
in the Piccadilly hotel, Times Square. 

Organizers of the group, which is 
limited to practicing newsmen, 
waited until they had 120 members 
lin the fcld and ca:h for the first 
year’s dues, $20, from each joiner 
before signing lease. In fc~~ing the 
club, newsmen were not admitted 
till they put up their dues, promises 


Walker to Edit N. Y. Woman 
Stanley Walker, former city editor 


lof the New York Herald-Tribune, 
| will become editor of The New York 


Woman on April 1. He succeeds 
James Monahan, who becomes a 
member of the executive staff. 
Haydie Yates, former managing 
editor of Today, will join the New 
York Woman in that capacity at the 
same time. Lois Mattox Miller re- 
mains as associate editor and ex- 
ecutive assistant to Walker. 

Suit brought by Irene Kuhn, for- 
mer managing editor of the maga- 
zine, for breach of contract, is ex- 
pected to be heard in the N. Y. 
supreme court this week. 





Prize for Best Poetry 


Isabel Valle Austen is offering 
through the Poetry Society of Amer- 
ica a prize of $100, in memory of 
Imogen Clark, for the best unpub- 
lished lyric of not more than 30 
lines submitted before April 1. 
Manuscripts must be sent to the 
Imogen Clark Memorial Committee 
with an enclosed sealed envelope 
containing the name and address of 
the author in care of Margery Mans- 
field, 10 Mitchell Place, N. Y. 





Houghton to Conduct Tour 


Norris Houghton, author of ‘Mos- 
cow Rehearsals’ and stage manager 
for Gilbert Miller, will lead a tour 
to Soviet Russia for-Fhe Open Road, 
acy. Trip starts April 14 
and will include a survey of Moscow 
theatres and the May Day celebra- 
tion. Group returns May 23. 

Tour will also include London, 
Copenhagen, Helsingfors, Leningrad 
Kharkov, Kiev and Paris. 





Elmer Rice Sails for France 

Elmer Rice is off for Paris this 
week with nearly two-thirds of his 
first novel completed. It is scheduled 
for fall publication by Coward, Mc- 
Cann, who acquired this book under 
the terms of an old contract. At 
the time of the publication of his 
play, ‘Street Scene,’ firm also re- 
ceived publication rights on his first 
novel. It’s described as a panorama 
of New York City life. 





Authors Fund Party 


Authors’ League will hold a party 
for its special aid fund on March 14 
at the Merry-Go-Round in New 
York, with Clare Boothe as guest of 
honor. 

Reception committee includes Marc 
Connelly, Elmer Davis, Margalo 
Gillmore, Harry Hansen, Will Irwin. 
Hendrik Van Loon, Christopher 
Morley, Arthur Train and Rita 








not being accepted. 


Weiman. 


The Tri-city unit of the American | 


Newspaper Guild ratified an agree- 
ment with the Albany Evening News 
and The Knickerbocker Press, mem- | 
bers of the Gannett newspaper | 
chain, calling for a 40-hour week 
and minimum wage scales for the 
editorial workers on both papers. 
The agreement, or statement of | 


Wage minimums of $16 for the first | 





Best Sellers 





‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) .... 


($2.00) 
Rea siwk we By 


‘How to Win Friends’ | 
‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50) 
‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ 
‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50) .. 
‘Something of Myself’ ($2.50) . 

‘Here’s to Crime’ ($2.75) 





eeeereveee 





Best Sellers for the week ending March 6, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 


‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50) ....-seseeeeees By W. D. Edmonds 
‘The Sisters’ ($2.50) ......6. oNatedens Rates enceares By Myron Brinig 
‘Late George Apley’ ($2.50) ..cccccrccroes giadaet By John Marquand 
‘Bread Into Roses’ ($2.00) ...... (ives areisakedes By Kathleen Norris 
‘Of Mice and Men)’ ($2.00) ....cccccccccsccccecens By John Steinbeck 


Non-Fiction 


(33.50). .0:6 


eccbeteeceses By Margaret Mitchell 


kd ephes Aiea as By Dale Carnegie 
Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 
.By Dr. Victor G. Heiser 
By Marjorie Hillis 
se .By Rudyard Kiplin 
ataeand By Courtney Ryley Cooper 








| Suydam to Join Newars News 
| “Henry Suydam, special assistant 
ito U. S. Attorney-General Cum- 
mings, has handed in his resignation, 
leffective March 31. He will join the 
Newark, N. J., Evening News in an 
| editorial capacity. 

Originally appointed assistant to 
Cummings in a non-legal capacity in 
September, 1934, Suydam got onto 





government payroll after having 
| been Washington correspondent for 
| the Brooklyn Eagle. 
| Little more than a year ago} 
Suydam’s name was publicized when 
the Ba'timore Sun unearthed and 
disclosed fact that, assigned to the 
Department of Justice as press agent, 
he was drawing $10,000 per year, or 
$1,000 more annually than G-man 
chief, J. Edgar Hoover. Promptly, 
Congress, in last year’s appropriation 
bill, slipped in a proviso against pay- 
ment of a salary to any ‘special as- 
sistant’ such as was Suydam, unless 
man was a lawyer. Cummings kept 
Suydam on the payroll, however, 
designating him under new title of 
‘special executive assistant.’ 

In his government position Suy- 
dam has been a confidant to Cum- 
mings and Hoover in angles relating 
to radio, press and other publicity 
means. 





Literati Obits 

Mrs. Gabrielle Greeley Clendenin, 
79, daughter of Horace Greeley, 
founder of the New York Tribune, 
died at her home in Chappaqua, 
N. Y., on March 5. 

James W. Slaght, 74, who was for 
25 years a staff member of the Eve- 
ning World and a Spanish-American 
war correspondent for that paper, 
died in Brooklyn on March 4. 

Mrs. Mary Hull Flint, 90, music 
critic and lecturer, died in New York 
at her home on March 5, after a ten 
days’ illness. 

Dion Clayton Calthrop, 58, dra- 
matist, novelist, artist and grandson 
of Dion Boucicault, Irish actor and 
playwright, died in England on 
March 8. His biggest play success 
as ‘A Southern Maid,’ produced in 
1920. Two of his plays, ‘Shadowed,’ 
written in collaboration with Cosmo 
Gordon-Lennox, and ‘The Old Coun- 
try,” were produced in New York. 





No F. P. A. Successor as Yet 

No successor is currently contem- 
plated by the N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
to Franklin Pierce Adams (F. P. A.), 
who summarily quit the paper last 
week after authoring the ‘Conning 
Tower’ since 1904. The dean of all 
N. Y. columnists, Adams remarked 
upon leaving the sheet that the 
Herald-Trib wanted to give him a 
slice in salary, while at the same 
time he wanted a boost. According 
to figures released by the House 
Ways and Means Committee, his 
1935 salary was $21,852. 

Report that Lucius Beebe might 
extend his columning into a daily 
chore was denied at the H-T. 





Stag Makes Debut in May 

Stag is the name of a new monthly 
pocket-size magazine which is ex- 
pected to appear in May. It will be 
nublished by a-new firm, Leeds Pub- 
lishing Co., New York. Officials of 
the firm are Philip L. Tuchman and 
Dr. Dagobert Runes. 

Among the contributors to the first 
issue are Premier Leon Blum, of 
France, Ernest Boyd, Hendrik Van 
Loon, Louis Paul, Bernard Sobel and 
Pierre Loving. Mag will include 
cartoons, half-tones, literary pages 
and sell for a quarter. 





Bread Loaf Fellowships Again 
Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference 
will again offer four fellowships to 
voung writers for the 1937 session 
“ext summer at Middlebury, Vt. Fel- 
'owships are awarded to promising 
vriters recommended by publishers, 
ditors, or well-known authors. 
‘heodore Morrison will be director. 
Staff includes Bernard De Voto, 
“dith Mirrielees, George Stevens, 
Telen Everitt, Paul Green and Gor- 








yam B. Munson. 
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LL, 
CHATTER 


Louis Paul doing some book-re- 
viewing. 


Claude G. Bowers working on a 
book dealing with Washington 
Irving. 


Little, Brown will publish a book 
this week to mark the centenary of 
the firm. 


Mervyn LeRoy, film producer, re- 
ceived $100 for that by-lined yarn 
he did for Stage mag. 

Erich Maria Remarque’s new novel, 
‘Three Comrades’, due out in April, 
will be filmed by MGM. 

Film version of A. J. Cronin’s 
‘Stars Look Down’ is being prepared 
in England by Max Schach. 

J. B. S. Hardman has written a 
history of industrial unionism which 
will appear in the late spring. 

Forbes Parkhill, former Denver 
newspaper man, has sold a story, 
‘Stand Up and Fight,’ to Metro. 

Mel Washburn, picture editor of 
the New Orleans Item-Tribune, is in 
Hollywood interviewing satellites. 

Street and Smith have two new 
magazines out this month titled 
Pocket Love and Pocket Western. 

May Sarton will sail for England 
this month and has rented Conrad 
Aiken’s 17th century house in Rye. 

Archibald MacLeish has just fin- 
ished what he terms the first poetic 
radio drama titled “The Fall of the 
City.’ 

George Harmon Cox, Metro writer, 
sold serial rights on his mystery 
novel, ‘The Camera Clue,’ to Ameri- 
can mag. 

Louis Atlas, Paris newspaperman 
for the past 11 years, in New York 
and off to Buffalo for a week to visit 
his family. 

Ken McCaleb, managing editor of 
N. Y. Sunday Mirror magazine sec- 
tion, has gone to Hollywood on a 
month’s vacation. 

Fiction House will issue Popular 
Songs, Action Stories and Lariat 
Story bi-monthly in the future in- 
stead of monthly. 

Scott Littleton, chief investigator 
in the district attorney’s office in 
Pasadena, Cal., is writing six more 
fiction yarns for Liberty. 

Dell Publications is issuing West- 
ern Action Thrillers for the first 
time this month. Sport Pictorial 
will henceforth be called Sport. 

Noel Pierce has written a novel 
titled ‘The Second Mrs. Draper,’ 
which will be published by McBride 
in the fall, and will run serially in 
McCalls. 

Bob Stern on a leave of absence 
from the N. Y. Herald Tribune to 
bring his family back to the U. S. 
from Paris where they have been 
sojourning. 

Leigh White, formerly with Tide 
magazine, succeeds Robert H. Jones 
as director of publicity for Double- 
day, Doran. Jones will be assistant 
to Conde Nast. 

James Moynahan, of the March cf 
Time staff, who has been writing for 
pulps for some time, hit Esquire, 
Forum, and the Saturday Evening 
Post simultaneously. 

Clay Cotter has left the sports staff 
of the reorganized Times-Union in 
Brooklyn. Was assistant sports edi- 
tor of the T-U, before the paper was 
taken over by the Eagle. 

Dorothy Thompson will lecture at 
the Harvard Club in New York next 
Sunday (14). First time in the his- 
tory of the club that any woman 
speaker has been engaged. 

Houghton Mifflin will publish a 
book titled ‘Books and Battles’ by 
Irene and Allen Cleaton dealing with 
books. published in 1920-30 which 
aroused public controversies. 

International News Service is the 
first outfit to open a-Hollywood bu- 
reau. Wallace X. Rawles is in 
charge. Remainder of wire services 
handle studios from L.A. offices. 

London Daily Mail has asked Jesse 
L. Lasky, RKO film producer, to 
concoct a yarn about the Dickstein 
bill in Congress. Lasky is opposed 
to the measure, which would re- 
strict entry of foreign actors into 
the U. S. 
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Somebody’s Trying to Get $10,000,C00 From 
the U. S. Gov’t., the Maestro Reveals 


Plot to grab a $10,000,000 govern- 
ment subsidy by forming a phoney 
American National Opera is behind 
efforts to pass the Dickstein 
alien bill, according to Alfredo Sal- 
maggi, Hipp. opera promoter. 

Pop-price opera magnate, who 
wears his hair long and whose office 
walls sport affectionately signed let- 


anti- | 


. 
| 


| 





FIVE MET WARBLERS 


SET FOR CORONATION 


At least five Metropolitan opera 


| Singers are to take a prominent part 


ters from Caruso, has all the inside | 


Gaps Ot Ue plotters, but he isnt | sing 10 times, including the opening | 


Kir- | 


naming names. Not yet. 
that ‘next week.’ 


Meantime, Maestro Salmaggi is hep 


to the whole nefarious scheme. He’s 
pe-fectly willing to explain. 
It’s like this: Salmaggi was ap- 


proached to join the ‘syndicate’ and 


share in the. $10.000,000 plum. But 
his artistic soul rebelled and he 
turned the proposition down. Just 


like that. 

Brains of the ring, ‘a certain Rus- 
sian’ (he'll be among those named 
next week), then arranged to have 
Salmaggi passed by in committee 
hearing on the bill. But the Maestro 
wired Dickstein, demanding to know 
what was what. Dickstein then invited 
Salmaggi to appear before the com- 
mittee, but pointed out that Salmaggi 


He'll do | 


Or the week after | night performance of ‘Otello’; 


in the Coronation opera season at 
Covent Garden in London. this 
spring. Giovanni Martinelli is to 


| sten Flagstad has been engaged for 


‘Tristan and Isolde’ and 


Cycle, in addition to a recital in 


| Albert Hall. 


Others from the Met taking part 


|}in Wagnerian performances will be 


might have to sit around Washington | 


several days before being heard. 
Having his current pop-priced opera 
series hot on the griddle at the mo- 


| believed to be in the hands of prom- | 
| inent 


ment, that was impossible, so Sal- | 
maggi just boycotted the whole 
proceedings. 


That's his story; and he doesn't 
care who knows it. 


The Dickstein bill is an outrage, he 


No true artist would have any use 
for it. American concert and opera 


Lauritz Melchior and Kerstin Thor- 
borg. Gina Cigna will sing ‘Aida.’ 








Gaumont- Woolf | 


(Continued from page 17) 


e — 


Dixon Boardman and O. H. C. Bal- 





four—who also objected to the sud- |} 


denness with which a decision had 


been forced. 
Stock is reported from the City to 
be widely held, with large blocks 


investment trusts. Maxwell's 
associates have also, it is understood, 
come into the market for this stock, 
in case it comes to a showdown. Dis- 


senting group has sought legal advice | 


as to whether it could obtain an in- 


declares, with emphatic indignation. | senenan Se prevent payment of ihe 


preference dividend. Maxwell and 


| his friends, too, hold more than the 


stages are wide open to native talent, | 


he insists. And he has all sorts of 
clippings, letters 
(mostly in Italian) to prove it. 

In the last five years, 
maestro, he has presented 97 Ameri- 


and documents | 


says the | 


can singers in their operatic debuts | 


in this country. Fourteen of that 
number went on to the Met, he adds. 
No names, of course. That would 
complicate things too much. 

The whole Dickstein affair 
deep and dark pilot to grab 
Just wait un- 
til next week, he'll reveal more. 


$110,000 Fund for Symph 


Citizens’ committee of 56 socially 
prominent Washingtonians open drive 
today for a $110,000 ‘sustaining’ fund 
to keep D.C.’s National Symphony 
Orchestra going for another year. 

Money needed for next. season 
greater than ever before. 











St. Louis, March 9. 


Former Circuit Judge Fred L. Eng- 
lish has recruited 600 volunteer so- 
licitors to participate in drive to 
raise funds to meet operating deficit 
of St. Louis Symphony Orchestra 
during 1936-37 season. As activities 
of symph invariably finds its way 
into red figures execs. of orch hope 
to keep deficit down to minimum in 
order that tap on angels won't be so 
heavy. 

English was appointed head of 
drive by Oscar Johnson 3d, pres. of 
symph society who made two dona- 
tions of $15,000 each last year to bal- 
ance the books. $200,000 is estimated 


is al 





cost per season for orch. to operate. | wu sol 
| ment we anticipate we shall carry 


Drive starts today (10) and will con- 
tinue through Thursday (18). 





Betoneers in Shanghai 





Shanghai, Feb. 17. 


Contracts extending into 1937 show 
that American, Hawaiian and Fili- 
Pino orchestra’ leaders 
Shanghai night life. 

Henry Nathan is at Ciro’s, Whitey 
Smith at.the "aramount. Bob Hill at 
Vienna Gardens, Ernie Kaai at the 
Delmonte, Nick Burrell at Saint 
Anna, Al Uhles at the Great Eastern, 
Andico at Casanova and Fiagan at 
Yangtse, 


| ough Pictures 


| ton 


10% of the ordinary 
of Trade inquiry, so there are all the 
makings of a pretty free-for-all still. 
Ostrer Explains 

Meanwhile, in a general press in- 
terview following the agreement 
with C. M. Woolf, Isidore Ostrer gave 
some facts on the deal. 


G-B for the present will confine 
its production activity to eight fivms, 
he said, planned to cost in the aggre- 
gate about $2,100,000, of which 
Woolf's General Film Distribs. will 
bear half the cost. Four of the pic- 
tures will be made on a $325,000 
budget, the other four on a $200,000 
payroll. 


Production will be divided be- 
tween G-B’s own Gainsborough stu- 
dio at Islington and the new Pine- 
wood plant, in which Woolf has a 
big stake. Included in the program 
are two more Jessie Matthews sub- 
jects, while she is now working on 
still another. 


Ostrer harped back to the failure | 


of the corporation to impress the 
American market with its product, 
claiming that, while as much as $250.- 
000 had been returned on certain 
pictures, and the company had entry 
into 5,000 theatres, it was a matter 
of ‘staying the course’ if British pro- 


duction was to win a permanent | 


place. 
American Branch Stays 
Present intention is to maintain 
the American distributing organiza- 
tion, building up a program with 
pictures from General Films and 
other British producers. 


‘If we cannot get sufficient pic- | 


tures.’ he said, ‘we may have to take 
a different course, but at the 


on. 

As regards domestic distribution, 
Ostrer stated that General hed guar- 
anteed a sum in ‘excess of $2,200,000" 
for handling the product. 
statement of 
(1928), Ltd.. remain- 
ing G-B production affiliate, just is- 
sued, shows the company to be al- 


Annual 


dominute most $500,000 in the red. There is a 


trading loss of $397,455, while, after 
payment of interest, depreciation 
and other charges, there is a debit 
balance of $489,650 to carry forward. 

Company also operates the Isling- 
studio, at which part of the 


modified G-B production program 


| will be carried out. 


CONCERT 


GERMANY’S 


It's All a Plot, Sez Salmagsi 


the Ring | 


stock, which | 
empowers them to demand a Board | 


mo- } 


Gainsbor- 
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MUSIC FESTIVALS 
AD TOURIST BAIT 


| 


iain 


|Bayreuth Fete to Buck An- 
nual Salzburg (Austria) 
Festival—Munich, Leipzig 
and Other Key Cities Also 





MANY EXPOS 


Nazi 
tourist 


Germany, envious of 
trade France and England 
look to get this summer, has drawn 
up a most formidable schedule of 
festivals and rubberneck-luring frol- 
ics the country has presented since 
Hitler became boss. 

Denied much tourist play because 
of its political tenets, Germany is 
seeking to cut into the crowds fig- 
ured to prowl the London Corona- 
tion, Paris Exposition and Salzburg 
(Austria) fete by putting on an al- 
|} most endiess chain of musical events 
| right through the summer. 

Bayreuth festival, honoring Rich- 
ard Wagner, has been set back this 
year till it almost day-and-dates the 
Salzburg show, latter running from 
July 24 till Aug. 31, and the Bay- 
reuth songfest spanning July 23- 
| Aug. 21. To bolster the threat it is 
| trying to make to Salzburg, the Ger- 


year in the form of a huge Wagner- 
Mozart-Strauss festival, which will 
be held in Munich from July 21 to 
Aug. 26. 

Other large-scale musical fetes set 
are: Mozard festival at Heidelberg 
(May 29-June 6); Play festival at 
Marburg (June 19-July 20): Rhenish 


Goethe festival at Dusseldorf (June 
20-30). 
Aside from Bayreuth, there is 


nothing on the sked that would seem 
| able to seriously crimp Salzburg, 
which has benefitted since Hitler 
made many world-famed names un- 
available in Germany. Salzburg has 
a quartet of draws, when billing 
Han Knappertsbusch, Max Rein- 
hardt, Arturo Toscanini and Bruno 


out can top. 

Effert to grab some gravy from 
Paris Expo even more seriously off- 
set by world-feeling toward Hitler 
regime. Getting other nations to 
cooperate is exceedingly tough when 
Germany plans any large-scale blow- 
outs. At present there is a Colonial 
Expo primed for Hamburg (June 5- 
July 15), but that will get little rec- 


ternational Photograph Expo carded 
for Frankfurt-am-Main (Aug. 1-22) 


alarm the Paris gala fete. 
Unpromising also are the enlarged 
|} and extended fairs which will be 
held through late August and Sep- 
| tember in Leipzig, Koitbus, Bad 
| Duerkheim, Dosenheim, 
Cologne and Hameln. 
Via auto racing—a popular sport 
on the continent—Germany will 
make its big effort to get tourists. 
With the world’s largest track at 
Nurburgring, series of races will be 
held right through summer on rather 
grand scale, international 








pete. 
expected to impair the Paris Exno 
nor other continental diversions held 


|; mer’s slew of Europe-trotters. 





| 


Putman’s Decoration 
Monte Carlo, Feb. 26. 

| Charles Putman, Monte Carlo 
opera .naestro, has been made a 
chevalier of the Legion of Honor 


for his services to the musical world | 
! 


| 3y the French govcrnment. 


for more than 30 years and is credit- 
ed with discovering scores of singers 
and artisis now celebrities. 


Eruno Walter at Hague 
The Hague, March 1. 
Bruno Walter. has arrived in Am- 
sterdam to conduct the Concertge- 
oouw orchestra. 


Willem Mengelberg, regular ba- 
toneer, has left again for Switzer- 
| land. 


ognition outside Deutschland. An In- | 


has snagged some interest, but won't | 


Buffalo Singer Debuts 


Frankfurt, 


v 











—~——. 








the | 


man government has a new one this 





Ballet Russe’s Faun’ Number Ires 
Seattle Censors: Hurok Talks Suit 





Air-Minded Maestro 


Philadelphia, March 9. 

The music won't be going 
‘round and ’round half so much 
as will Eugene Ormandy, ba- 
toneer of the Philadelphia orch, 
when the group starts its trans- 
continental tour, April 19. At 
that time, Ormandy still will be 
under contract to conduct eight 
more Sunday night concerts for 
Ford Motor from Detroit, and 
will have to fiy from wherever 
the Philly musicians happen to 


be to Detroit and back several 
times a week. 

The merry-go-round stutf 
starts on April 22 when the 


maestro leaves the podium in 
New Orleans to hold rehearsals 
in Detroit, two days later. He 
conducts the Detroit concert, 
Sunday, and rejoins the Philly 
group to lead them in St. Louis 
on Monday. The next Wednes- 
day he wands his own orch in 
Dallas, leaving immediately for 
Detroit to conduct on Sunday. 
Monday he flies to San Fran- 
cisco to meet the Philly group 
again, and so on. 
Members of the orch 
christened Ormandy ‘Der 
Zzende Musik Direktor.’ 


have 
Flie- 











Trudi Schoop Ballet 


Walter, that nothing Nazis can trot | 





speed- | 
demons being now contacted to com- | 
But the auto meets are not | 


out to sparkle the eyes of this sum- | 


| has 


Putman has been in the opera game | 


In 3 Acts Booked as 
Regu'ar B’way Show 


Regular Broudway run, on legit 


policy of eight performances a week, | 
is planned by Sol Hurok for Trudi | 
Pro- | 


moter intends bringing troupe to one | 


Schoop and her comic ballet. 


of the smaller Broadway legit houses 
near the end of April and continuing 
for an indefinite stay. Company will 
give its ‘Blonde Marie,’ full-length 


ballet in three acts, probably at a 
$2.20 top. 


Carrying limited troupe of about 
20 dancers, with only two pianos for 
accompaniment and minimum of set- 
tings, costumes and props, Schoop 
ballet has lean nut and could show 
profit on modest grosses. Company 
is currently touring, but did satisfac- 
tory business on a 10-day engage- 
ment in New York last season, 


At Met in ‘Butterfly’ 


Franca Somigli, who made her 
Met Opera debut Monday (8) in 
‘Butterfly,’ is reaily Marian Clark of 
Buffalo. 

For probably the first time in its 
history, the Met delayed all produc- 
tion of any Puccini opus until this 
late in season to 
canary. In past the Met has been 
able to almost command appear- 
ances, but Miss Somigli had other 
commitments which she refused to 
break for the N. Y. engagement. 
She sings ‘Boheme’ on Friday (12). 

For the past nine years warbler 
been steadily working at La 
Scala, Milan. Met roles are first in 
this country as full-fledged operatic 
oriole. 


J. J. Vincent Back 


J. J. Vincent, former managing 
director of the German Grand Opera 
Co., absent for the last three years 


| from the concert field, devoting his 


time to producing plays, has re- 
turned to the concert field. Contracts 
have already been signed’ with 
Miriam Marmein, dramatic dancer 
and others are in negotiation. 
Vincent intends to put his main 
efforts to promote young American 
talent and create his own stars. 


secure certain | 





* 

Injunction proceeding is threat- 
|}ened by Sol Hurok against the Se- 
}attle board of theatre supervisors if 
| it ‘persists in interfering with an ‘ae- 
| credited work of art.’ Promoter’s 
' threat, in a letter last week to John 
| Boetiiger, publisher of the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, answered the 
board’s warning that if the Monte 


Carlo Ballet Russe repeated its pres- 
eniation of ‘Afternoon of a 
CL’Apri-Midi d'une Faun’) ballet 
number, the theatre’s license would 
be revoked. Hurok handles ballet’s 
American iours, 


Faun,’ 


Faun’ was given at the Moore the- 
atre, Seattle, couple of weeks ago 
and tirred storm of controversy 
there It had been shown contin- 
ually during Russian troupe's cur- 
rent coast-to-coast tour. Contrib- 
uting factor to Seattle board’s nix 
on future performances of the dis- 
puted ballet was understood to be 


Moore 


action of manager in seating 
members in last row in 
salcony when they attended to gan- 
der ‘Faun.’ 

What burned Hurok was the 
board’s sudden leap into print with 
its tabu of future ‘Faun’ perform- 
ances and public statements that the 
ballet is ‘salacious,’ Promoter claims 

| he’s never offered ‘salacious’ shows 
of any kind and that he’s always 
been willing to make reasonable 
concessions to local idess of pro- 
priety if approached in _ friendly 
spirit. Claiming that the plot of the 
ballet is ‘almost as simple and child- 
like as an episode from a Tarzan 
siory,” the promote: calls protests 
against ‘Faun’ the ‘pathological 
opinion of hysterics.’ 

Reason Hurok sent his letter to the 
| Post-Intelligencer is that paper took 
j his side in the uproar, carrying 
stories and editorials condemning 
the board’s lowered thumbs. ‘Faun’ 
was danced in New York last fall 
and has been rereatedly offered in 
cit'es threuehout the Russe tour, 
with David Lichine in leading part. 
Ballet was created by Nijinski from 
Debussy’s tone poem of the same 
name. First offered in New York 
about 20 years ago by Leonide Mas- 
sine, causing som~ excitement at that 
time. Hurok’s next presentation of 
the ballet in Seattle, if and when, 
will be late in the winter of 1937-38. 


Met Opera Tieup 
With WHK, Cleveland 


Cleveland, March 9. 
Through a tieup with the promoters 


the board 
| 


} 
| 
| 
' 








Cleveland, opening April 12, WHK 
will air the condensed versions of 
eight operas. It will be at the rate 
of one a week, starting March 2 
(yesterday ). 

Station will give a pair of five- 
buck seats as well as couple of $4 
ducats for each opera to adults writ- 
ing best 50-word letter on why a 
particular opera appeals to them, 
Separate sets of tickets wiil go to 
high school seniors. 


American Ballet Solo 
For Ist Time in Hub 


American Ballet will make its first 
| solo appearance in Boston when it 
| gives ‘The Bat’ t..ere on April 10. 
| Troupe has previously played Bos- 
|ton with the Metropolitan Opera 
| Co., but has never danced a program 
‘alone in the Hub. 

, Forthcoming ‘Bat’ presentation 
| vill be in conjunction with the Met's 
performance of ‘Hansel and Gretel’ 
and ‘Pagliacci,’ all being skedded as 
{a triple bill. In all previous Boston 
'dates, dancers have appeared as a 
pa . of the actual Met opera produc- 
tion. 








Fowler and Tamara Touring 
Fowler and Tamara _ started 
his week on their Arthur Judson- 
hooked concert itinerary as a travel- 


ing dance attraction. 
Ballroom team is pioneering into 
the concert field with a complete 


| evening's repertoire. 


of the Metropolitan Opera series in ~ 


out. 


—SONGFEST BID | 


+ (eneseeenecesmnennemmnmeniiss 


di 
¥ 


cae ian 


«ee 


Or ee ee ee 


1 nae Sa Aa 


en) 


—- . 





60 VARIETY 


TEMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, March 10, 1937 











| 


— 





News From 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. ‘ 





the Dailies 


Variety takes no credit for 








East 


Harvard's Hasty Pudding Club at 
Mecca Temple, April 9. 

Practically the entire ‘Eternal 
Road’ company turned out for a 
“‘midnite show of ‘Lost Horizon’ at 
the Globe last Saturday. In honor 
of Sam Jaffe, now in ‘Road’ and the 
lama in ‘Horizon.’ 





Stage Relief benefit of ‘Frederika’ | 


last Sunday and a special matinee of 
‘The Women’ Friday (12) 

Minor sensation in Washington is 
the statement of a former newscam- 
eraman, James W. Dugger, that dur- 
ing the 1934 marine strike in Cali- 
fornia one of the strikers was delib- 
erately shot for the benefit of the 
lensers. Statement made before 
Senate Liberties Committee. 

The Reading group of railroads 
(Reading, B, & O. and Jersey Cen- 
tral) has taken $200,000 in N. Y. 
World’s Fair bonds. 

Mike Riley, co-author of 
Goes ’Round,’ in an auto crash last} 
Wednesday. Got some bandages and | 
a ticket for driving without a license. | 

Three road troupes each _ for| 
‘Brother Rat’ and ‘You Can’t Take It} 
With You.’ To mop up before the 
pictures are released. 

‘Eternal Road’ to go for Sunday 
mats and no Monday shows, starting 
March 21. Top will then go down 
to $3.30. 

Edward Johnson signed a_ two- 
year contract with the Met. All con- 
tracts lately have been for single 
years. 

John Gielgud tells London inter- 
viewers that candid camera users got 
in his hair during his N. Y. run. 
Never less than four in the front 
row, and often more. 

Animated diorama showing a bib- 
lical scene in three dimensions in- 
stalled in the nave of Trinity Church, 
N last week. Will remain 
through the Easter season. First of 
a series of 50 intended for exhibit at 
the N. Y. World’s Fair. 

Sinclair Lewis and Vincent Sher- 
man may get together on a new 
play. Sherman made contact when 
he staged the N. Y. production of ‘It 
Can’t Happen Here.’ 

That Long Beach (L.I.) plan to tax 
bathers is growing stronger. Even 
residents must take out identifica- 
tion discs if present plan goes 
through. 

Frederic Worlock appears in the 
first act of “‘Tovarich’ and the third 





‘Music| the 52nd St. 


act of ‘Dr. Clitterhouse.’ Has an hour 
in which to make the jump. 

Fire Commissioner is crusading 
against people who light matches in 
the theatre to read their programs. 
Sees fire hazard. 





Candid cameras out at ‘Wingless 
| Victory. Disturbed the actors too 
much. 

License Commissioner Moss a 


guest speaker at the Associated Mo-j| 


Thursday. Denounced bank nites. 
Beatrice Lillie now tosses out four 


| 

Be 

| tion Picture Advertisers luncheon 
| garters instead of three in her ‘bal- 


| loon’ number at the Winter Garden. | 


| Charmion only shed a couple, but 
The Girl in Blue chucked half a 
dozen. Old gag taking hold anew. 


Charles McFarland, Negro barber | Sunday was caused 


a gala showing of ‘That French Girl’ 
at the op’ry house. Proceeds went 
to a school fund for scholarships. 
Mayor gave her the latchkey. Ri 

Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina 
extended to May 15. Had _ been 
tabbed to shut May 1. Pte 

Will Lee replaces Garson Kanin in 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ to permit latter to 
direct ‘Hitch Your Wagon.’ 

Whelan Drugs and United Cigars | 
follows the N. Y. papers in a book | 
distribution scheme. - Offering an en- | 
cyclopedia. Set in 12 volumes at 39c | 

} 





each. 
| Sit-down contest staged at Lodi, 
| N. J., Sunday, when musicians at the | 
| Hi-Ho club refused to play longer 
| without assurance of $2 per hour for 
overtime. James Faulkner, who runs 
the club, undertook to sit them out, 
but he paid off at the end of 14} 
hours ane begged them to go home 

Italian newspapers contending that | 


| 





Buffalo Bill really was Giovanni | 
| Tambini, born in Italy. 
Samuel French has bought the 


amateur and stock rights to ‘Howdy, 
Stranger.’ 
Panic in a City theatre 
by a 


e€xX- | 


Jersey 
fire 


shop attendant, sued Jack Dempsey | tinguisher falling off its wall bracket. | 


for $3,000, alleging a playful punch | Cry of ‘Fire’ raised and three hurt 


from Dempsey while he was being 
helped into his coat had gummed 
the McFarland internal mechanism. 


Justice Lippe tossed the case. 


Club Burlesque latest addition to 
string of niteries. To 
specialize in strip teases. Allen Gil- | 
bert fronting. To open March 27. 

Newsreels required to pledge 
themselves to show all Coronation 
shots to the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury and the Duke of Norfolk be- 
fore release. Will slow up publica- 
tion and probably kill plan to fly 
the film to U. S. 

Program of the Guild's ‘Masque of 
Kings’ changed to name Duchess 
von Neustadt instead of Countess 
Larisch. Real countess, who lives 
abroad, made a legal demand for the 
change. Will necessitate reprinting 
the published version also. 

N. Y. Museum of Modern Art now 
offering an exhibit based on produc- 


tion of ‘You Only Live Once.’ Will 
run for a month. 

Mary Dunckley replaces Jane 
Johns in ‘Behind Red Lights.’ Miss 


Johns taking time out to get married. 

Ceiling in Father Divine’s Harlem 
Heaven fell Sunday (7), beaning a 
couple of the angels, who required 
hospital treatment. 

Peggy Conklin, of ‘Yes My Darling 
Daughter,’ dunked in Long Island 
Sound Sunday when a racing dinghy 
capsized off Greenwich. 

Guatemala has lifted duties on 
educational films and _ important 
news events. Chiefly benefits propa- 
ganda films put out by Germany and 
France. 

Lily Pons, who recently decided 
she wanted to live in Norwalk, 
Conn., given the keys of the city at 
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Gladys Fred 
SWARTHOUT-MacMURRAY 
“CHAMPAGNE 
WALTZ” 


On Stage — Cross & Dunn, 
Paul Gerrits, Britton ‘Band 











First Time at Popular Prices! 


NORMA LESLIE 





PARAMOUNTs«cvare 
“MAID OF SALEM” 
MacMURRAY and COLBERT 


—ON THE STAGE— 
BENNY GOODMAN AND HIS ORCH. 
with FRANCES HUNT,GENE KRUPA, 
TEDDY WILSON,LIONEL HAMPTON 























“NANCY STEELE 
IS MISSING” 


With 





SHEARER - HOWARD 


in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's 


“ROMEO and JULIET” 








ASTOR 


Bway. at 45th St. ©) 
All Seats Reserved | 
Twice Daily, 2:45, 8:38. 


Sun. & Hol, 
6:00, 8:45. Midnite & 
Show Sat. Prices (plus 
tax): Mats. (ex. 
Sun. & Hol.) 

$1. Eves. 50c to $2.9 
Saturday Midnite and 

Sunday 6 P.M., 50c¢ to 
$1.50 

ct 
























McLAGLEN - CONNELLY - LORRE 











UNITED ee | Vv oO L B'WAY at 
ARTISTS 49th St. 
RADIO 


arr MUSIC HALL 


‘WINGS OF THE 
MORNING’ 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















| pix showed Italian equipment being 


in the resultant rush. There were 
1,800 in the audience. 

Cecile Sorel seriously ill in a Paris | 
hospital. Star is now 62. 

Diana Wynyard poisoned by cos- 
metic in a scratch. Her season in 
‘Heart’s Content’ ended in London. 
Italy bans films of Malaga because 
used together with Italian soldiers 
and officers. 

Intrastate Theatres Corp., Warner 
subsid, has purchased the building, 
309 W. 44th St. With title already 
taken to two intervening buildings, 
Warners can extend its home office | 
frontage 75 feet. No immediate 
building planned. 

Norman Parker (Nellie Gutowski) 
pleaded guilty in General Sessions 
Monday (8) to one of three charges 
preferred against her, admitting rob- 
bery in the third degree. She held 
up several Broadway eateries with a 
cap pistol. 

British Variety Artists Federation 
petitions labor ministry to bar alien 
acts from Coronation programs. 
Some 300 patrons left the Carroll 
picture theatre, Brooklyn (8), when 
a fire in the engine room caused the 
firemen to clear the house. No panic 
and no injuries, patrons having been 
told the machinery had _ broken 
down. 








Coast 





Maybelle Reed, mother of Martha 
Raye. received an interlocutory de- 
cree from Peter F. Reed in L. A.,, 
charging desertion. Property settle- 
ment between the pair disclosed ac- 
tress had made an agreement with 
her father to support him. 


Fire caused damage of $13,000 to 
the Aerogram radio recording studio 
in Hollywood. 


L. A. city council approyed build- 
ing plans of 20th-Fox to utilize a 
tract of 97 acres adjoining the stu- 
dio. It will give lot an acreage of 


Peter La Duca, leborer, died from 
injuries he received in a fall from 
a cat-walk at 20th-Fox studios in 
Westwood, 


Wife of Chico de Verdi, concert 
artist, filed suit against a Hollywood 
restaurant seeking $50,000 damages 
for injuries received in a fall. 

Grace Moore and Frank Orsatti 
settled their agency commish suit 
for $98,500 out of court in L. A. 
Orsatti had asserted the actress 
owed him the amount on earnings 
she had made in films. She retaliated 
with the statement that she had paid 
him $1,500 which she considered 
adequate. Terms of the settlement 
were not disclosed. 

Esther Howard, film actress, re- 
ceived L. A. divorce from Walter G. 
Taylor, Hollywood dentist. 

Elaine Barrie Jacobs Barrymore 
dropped her L. A. action for $2,500 
temporary alimony from John Bar- 
rymore. She still wants a divorce, 
however, her lawyers said. 

Gordon Jennings, special effects 
director at the Paramount studio in 
Hollywood, was seriously injured 
when he slipped and rolled down a 
cliff while on location at Big Bear 
Lake. He will recover. 

Marlene Dietrich filed her first 
papers in the U. S. naturalization 
bureau in Los Angeles. Two years 
must elapse before the actress re- 
ceives her final citizenship papers. 

Investigation into the death of 
Humphrey Pearson, Hollywood scen- 
arist, who was found dead in his 
Palm Springs home Feb. 24, has been 
closed. District attorney said no evi- 
dence that Pearson had been mur- 
dered was revealed. 

Adrienne Ames, screen actress, 
filed suit for divorce from Bruce 
Cabot in L. A. Actress, formerly wife 
of Stephen Ames, N. Y. broker, also 
is seeking custody of her 13-year-old 
daughter, whom Cabot adopted at 
the time of their wedding. 








Virginia BRUCE & Melvyn DOUGLAS 


‘Women of Glamour’ 
New CRITERION BROADWAY 


45th ST. 





HELD OVER 


“LOVE IS 
NEWS” 


On The Stage: 
MR. AND MRS. 


Tth Av. & 50th 8. 


ROXY 


ALL ¢ ro 
seats2S P.M. | 








JESSE CRAWFORD 
KADIO RAMBLERS 


Lucille Constance Graham. radio 
singer, received divorce from K. E. 
Graham in L. A. 

A. coroner’s jury termed the 
death of George Daly, 49, ex-marine 
and Universal powder technician, ac- 
cidental. Daly was killed when a 
bomb, used to simulate a shell de- 
stroyine a farmhouse, exploded on 
the set of ‘The Road Back’ at Uni- 








Opens 9 A.M.-Midnight Shows-25c te | P.M. 








Strippers’ Degrees 





Minskys, as a stunt, staging 
the first graduation of their 
Strip-Tease University, Friday 
(12) midnight, at the Oriental, 
N. Y., before an invited audi- 
ence. 

Stripper alumnae numbers 
eight. Gladys Fox will be vale- 
dictorian; Bobby Sanford, dean; 
Herb Minsky will deliver the 
baccalaureate. 


WPA 











Power 
(Continued from page 56) 


ownership. It frankly favors the 


| latter, but makes a persuasive case as 


well as an entertaining play. 


Production utilizes almost every 
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GAMBLERS SQUAWK 
AS BLUNT WINS BOUT 


By JACK PULASKI 


Eddie Blunt, a young, powerful 
colored boxer, copped a win over 
the vaunted Leroy Haynes, also col- 
ored, of Philadelphia, at the Hippo- 
drome last week and thereby caused 
a ruckus among the betting bunch 
especially those wise guys who make 
the odds. 
on Haynes. 

The trouble started because 
referee stopped the match in the 
seventh round, disqualifying Haynes 
for not trying, but awarding the 
to Blunt. That was a curious 
cision, as in the past, in such 





ak 
They laid three to pe 


the 


win 
de- 
Situ- 


|} ations, the ref rules it no contest 


| wanting to call all bets off, 


form of theatrical presentation, in- | 
cluding motion picture, stereopticon | clearly established that Blunt copped 


projection, amplification 
music and even masks. Amplifying 
system is used by an unseen Voice of 
Living Newspaper, which sets the 
mood of the play, serves as a sort of 


system, | and 


| 


j 
| 


Mugs who took a chance on Blunt 
demanded a pay-off, with the layers 
Around 
49th street the boys were at each 
other’s throats. It was. however. 
the gamblers paid, although 
that process took several days. 

On performance, Blunt looked 
much the best. He tagged Haynes 


glorified master of ceremonies, com- | With a left hook at the start and 


ments on characters and action and/ won all six rounds. 


Leroy tagged 


occasionally argues with actors, a| Eddie with a right to the button 


kind of pseudo-Greek chorus. 


Living Newspaper is a single char- 
acter who appears in many scenes 
under different names, but always 
representing downtrodden John Q. 
Public, the consumer. 
with deft humor by Norman Lloyd, 


| 


d of pseu reek Vote |= in the first, but the strong boy 
Next in importance to oice Of| from Corona weathered 


that. He 
kept poking his left, one of the lons- 
est noticed in years, in Haynes’ 
kisser, and the latter didn’t know 


He’s played | what to do about it. 


Blunt also had the best of it in 


a slim, puckish chap with a knack of | close and had one of his rights con- 


appearing impishly pathetic. 
Staging is well paced and fairly 
imaginative. Settings are simple but 
e fective. Without going into. the 
merits of the arguments raised. 


| 
| 


nected it might have been question- 
able about Haynes’ staying ability. 

Haynes is the man who stopped 
Carnera in Philly last year and then 


‘Power’ is an intriguing play and | forced him to quit in Brooklyn, hit- 


interesting production. * Hobe. 


TREASURE HUNT 


Revival of American comic opera (1767) 


Federal Theatre Project's Suitcase Theatre 


Unit; Frank Lea Short, director; adapta- 
tion, Ben Russak from original by Andrew 
Barton; staging, Ronald T. Hammond; 


music, Sandro Corona; sets, Wood Maclane; 
costumes, Robert Byrne. At Majestic, 





Brooklyn, N. Y.; March 8, 'S7; 55c. top. 

HUM... cccccsccs Cooeecrsecese Edgar W. Ballou 
Parchment, .cccccccccccseecd Alfred Bachand 
Rattletrad.ccaccccccccvcecseccd John T. Casey 
QUAGTANE ceoccccccccccsccserct Jack McElroy 
RACCOOR .coceccccccecccsced Arthur Donaldson 
WOSKDGL  coccccccccctgeceoceessd John Regan 
TEUSROSD .cocccccccescotcgacee Frank E‘*Jred 
MCSMIDP. .ccccccccccsccccseseces Henry Kline 
Meanwell.ccccscccsessscsees Donnel O'Brien 
TOPUMULE va cccccccccvtcsesoets Frank Norton 
Spitfire, ..ccece Mien sxe esaaeewee Elmer Barlab 
GIG GOReeccccacvesdscccscescoue Sanat 
TOITONCe. secccocccccccceses Thomas Doherty 
CollectOr. sccccccccccccccscces Irwin Johnson 
Watchman. ccccccocccccceces Sherman Wade 
DFAWER . cccccceccccecccccce Johnstone Flynn 
BES. PIACKO ss cccccceccccccesd Agnes Sanford 
ne, “WUD, 6 cee éccceccaus Lottie Quimby 
Migs Lic ccccccccccess Caroline Underwood 
Bar Mald .cccccoecccvcesess Patricia Ramsey 





It is kinder to think that the FTP 
is not really trying when it resur- 
rects such a dreary opus as “Treasure 
Hunt’ which, statisticians say, is the 
‘first published American operetta.’ 
As far as audience-value is con- 
cerned it lays a cold-storage egg, 
even though the Suitcase Theatre unit 
has been rehearsing it for almost a 
year, 

Productions as crudely amateurish 
as this are hard to take, even by 
the friendliest audiences and this 
one, formerly tagged ‘Disappoint- 
ment,’ will react unfavorably toward 
the FTP cause. 

Story, such as it is, revolves about 
a stageful of curiously futile actors, 
in nightmarish makeup and regalia. 
trying, between song numbers, to find 
the buried treasure of the notorious 
pirate, Blackbeard. Head man 
would seem to be a corpulent gent, 
dressed like George Washington and 
talking like a Dutch comic. 

Others include an Irishman, a 
Scotsman and a number of guess- 
whats. Just what it all means is a 
bit of a mystery, but the actors seem 
to be having a good time, especially 
when the script allows them to sing 
and dance. Song numbers are 
mostly tavern toasts in the village 
inn, plus a comedy solo and ballad at 
intervals. 

Of the cast, Arthur Donaldson 
seems to know his way about 
better than his associates. He plays 
the treasure-seeker with the Ger- 
man accent and lends a solitary pro- 
fessional touch to the proceedings. 
Of the few femmes in the cast, Pa- 
tricia Ramsey reveals a nice voice 
in a bit. 

Just because ‘Treasure Hunt’ is 
hailed as the earliest American oper- 
etta will not help much in its pres- 





ent state; Row. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Bloomfield, 
daughter, in Chicago, Feb. 26. 


Father is manager of Oriental the- 
atre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Campbell, son, 
March 2, in London. Mother is Betty 
Balfour, actress of the silent screen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lamont, 
daughter, March 6, in Los Angeles. 
Mother is former Estelle Bradley, 
film actress; father is director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Scully, daugh- 
ter, March 8, in Los Angeles. Father 





versal 





is writer, 


ting Primo on the thigh, which he 
claimed caused temporary paralysis. 
After that the huge Italian took it 
on the lam and went home, never to 
return, he said. Blunt is a 212- 


in two acts (14 scenes) presented by WPA| pounder who has not had many 


matches. It seems most of the 
heavies around the east are either 
leary of him or draw the color line. 
which is the same thing. Blunt put 
away the knocker-outer, Jack Tram- 
mell, in round one recently at the 
Garden and got something of a rep. 

This Friday ‘(12), at the Garden, 
Henry Armstrong, from the Coast, 
will go against Aldo Spoldi, while 
two 10-rounders top the card at the 
Hipp tonight—Arturo Gody and 
Maurice Strickland, plus Gunnar 
Barlund and Bob Olin. 





Beauty for Paris 





San Francisco, March 9. 

Civic, art, Hollywood and profes- 
sional leaders are being drafted for 
a committee of judges to select the 
prettiest, most charming, the most 
representative girl in the 11 West- 
ern States for the 1939 Golden Gate 
International Exposition. 

The winner will be sent to Paris, 
France, as the official representative 
at the Paris International Exhibition 
of Arts and Technics in June. Sec- 
ond and third place winners will be 
guests of the French Line on a 12- 
day cruise to Victoria and Van- 
couver, B. C., and return to San 
Francisco. 





New Hotel Nitery 


Warwick Hotel, N. Y., will open 
its new nitery room April 1, offering 
six-piece dance band and small 
show. Room, which will have glass 
floor, murals by Dean Cornwall and 
decorative crests of celebs, will seat 
approximately 110. 

Alterations estimated to have cost 
$75,000. 





MARRIAGES 


Evelana Raynor, to Henry Zeig, 
asst. mgr. Colonial, Lincoln, Feb. 28, 
at Lincoln, Neb. 

Anita Page to Lieut. Herschel A. 
House, at Yuma, Ariz., Jan. 9. Hus- 
band is a flying officer on the U. S. 
S. Ranger. Miss Page is film player. 

Mona Rice to Edward Davis, March 
5, in Los Angeles. Bride is a radio 
actress. : } 

Mary Cassady to Hugh R. King, in 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. King is a screen 
writer. Bride is secretary to Leo- 
pold Stokowski. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Carroll, daugh- 
ter, March 3, in New Orleans. 
Mother is Steffi Duna, screen actress. 

Mary Lou McAdoo to Robert Hus- 
sey, p.a. at Columbia Films, March 
8, in Las Vegas, Cal. Bride is stylist 
for David Loew pictures and niece 
of Senator Wm. Gibbs McAdoo. 

Marion Sablosky to Melvin J. Fox. 
Bride is daughter of Louis Sablosky. 
Pennsy showman. He’s the son ©! 
Jake Fox, operator of theatres 





Philly and South Jersey. 
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Broadway 


Anne Nichols out after influenza. 
Sam H. Harris still abed in Palm 


Beach. 

Eddie Kellar of Ford’s, Baltimore, 
visiting. 

Otto Diehl selling tickets at the 
Lyceum. 

Murray Martin now p.a.’ing Reil- 
lys gym. 

Eddie Weber at the keys for Cross 
and Dunn. 

Mike Jacobs hospitalized for sinus 
tr-atments. 

J. Edward Bromberg returns to 
Hollywood on March 13. 

Sem Harrison and wife on Coast 
fo’ winter; due back soon. 

Walter Gould getting ready for 
ar»vther South American trip. 

ook Lewin, of Dempsey’s bar, in 
Sydenham hospital. Diabetes. 

Donald Randolph leaving ‘King 
Richard II’ to appear in ‘His Excel- 
pe 

Jarry Snowden and Bob Alle- 
gretti in Globe b.o. for ‘The Lest 
Horizon’ date. 

Joan Miller out of the hospital, 
afier three weeks, and taking things 
eesy at home. 

Connecticut issuing permanent 
auto license plates with slot for 
change of year. 

Ralph Kirberry cracked up his 
new plane in a farmyard at Florida, 
N. Y., last week. 

Press preview this aft to induct 
the enlarged Onyx Club on site of 
the defunct Clover. 

Cocktail contest for the ‘native 
American’ drink at Hotel Commo- 
dore bar this week. 

Patricia Ziegfeld on New York 
visit, will go to Palm Beach before 
returning to Coast. 

Hype Igoe picked up new cocktail 
formula in Porto Rico. It’s called 
the don hippy special. 

Murray, who started as dishwash- 
er, now proprietor of 46th street 
coffee pot, next to Loew’s State 
stagedoor. 

Gordon & Revel, songsmith team, 
came ‘in from the Coast last week. 
Going to Florida this week. Ditto 
George Raft. 

Memorial beefsteak dinner for the 
late ‘Doc’ Haynes of the Hot Air 
Club, dated for March 27, at Jay 
Packard restaurant. 

The Jimmy Campbells (Betty Bal- 
four) cabling their American friends 
on the birth of their first child, a 
son, in London last week. 

Lou Pollock has joined Universal 
as assistant to Al Hirsch, advertising 
manager. He was for years with 
Balaban & Katz in Chicago. 

Fritz Blocki, ex-Chi critic, has a 
play of his own writing and a bank- 
roll of his own promotion. It’s a 
toss-up whose name goes up as the 
entrepreneur, however. 

Ralph Rolan, ‘March of Time’ exec, 
luncheoned 57 Skouras theatre exec- 
utives at St. Moritz hotel Friday (5) 
following initial Long Island studio 
showing of ‘Time’ reel. 

Releases from Federal Theatre 
Project now contain credit line for 
publicist Pierre de Rohan, editor of 
FTP mag. Heretofore press matter 
was submitted anonymously. 

Sardi’s 10th anniversary last Fri- 
day. Ditto for Renee Carroll, hat- 
checker, who goes with the lease. 
Vincent Sardi cuffed the customers 
all that day to a spot of brandy. 

Harold Arlen gets billing as a col- 
lector of art in catalog of Boris 
Aronson’s exhibition of circus paint- 
ings at the Boyer Galleries. Arlen 
lent his ‘Circus Rider’ for the show. 

Bill Thomas and Bill Galvin of 
Winter Garden crew will inaugurate 
series of Cheese Club Frolics at No. 1 
Elks Thursday (11). Harry Hersh- 
field reported setting up claim of 
priority. 

Jay Faggen’s Harlem Uproar 
House is one of the town’s quickest 
nitery clicks, on the site of a jinx 
joint, variously Del Monico’s, Coffee 
Dan’s, etc. Faggen off on a western 
talent quest. 

Sergt. Bert Delaney Theatrical 
Post No. 102, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, will celebrate its first anni- 
versary March 31 with entertainment 
and dancing in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Capitol Hotel, N. Y. 

New synagogue in West 47th street 
will be dedicated Sunday afternoon, 
March 14. Ceremonies will honor 
the late Irwin (Wynn) Cooper, 
WMCA sportscaster and son of Harry 
(Empire City Four) Cooper. 

Walter Wanger making flattering 
bids to Monte (Blackstone Agency) 
Proser who, however, seems too in- 
oculated with the Broadway virus. 
Incidentally, Milton Blackstone, his 
partner, is recovered from a minor 
surgical operation. 

Work on Hampshire House, partly 
constructed hotel adjacent to the 
Essex House on Central Park South, 
will be completed for occupancy by 
the fall. Building started in 1930, 
has been a white elephant since 1931 
when work stopped. Interiors never 
completed. 

Harry Rice, Jr., of Chicago. named 
by Hearst to frame a World’s Fair 
edition of the N. Y. Journal to sell 
New York’s big 1939 show to the 
world. It will be published in May 
or June. Rice is familiar with 
world’s fairs through contact with 
the big Chicago show. 

Sapphire Room, nitery, bankrolled 
by the J. P. (Grand Central) Careys, 
who have extensive limousine biz. 
now places a cuffo motor at disposal 
of special guests, to and from the 
nite club, as occasion demands. 





-Paul, Carey 








is actively associated 
with the Sapphire Room. 
The Joe Moss-Dave Loew-Lou 


Brecker venture atop the Criterion 
theatre, the International Casino, is 
temporarily haited and its sched- 
uled February starting date having 
come and gone it doesn’t look to tee 
off until next Fall. Stalemate is re- 
sult of sundry different factors. 

A. P. Waxman Publicity Bureau, 
recently established by Waxman in 
the General Electric Bldg., has been 
retained to handle the forthcoming 
campaign for the Will Rogers Memo- 
rial Hospital, under the supervision 
of Major L. E. Thompson, of RKO 
and Harold Rodner, of Warner Bros. 

Manager Buchannon of the Savoy 
(‘Stompin’-at-the) ballroom in Har- 
lem is a smooth gent in handling the 
Broadway tourist parties. Besides a 
normally hectic routine nightly, in 
view of the black-and-tan patronage 
this Lenox avenue and 142d sireet 
hoofery attracts, he does OK by the 
professional visitors. 

Georgie Price came up from his 
permanent Miami Beach winter 
home on a flying visit to consummate 
expansion plans for his Par Bldg. 
brokerage. Harry C. Block and 
Richard Davis are his new partners, 
succeeding Irv Mendelson, while Joe 
(52nd St.) Bronson becomes execu- 
tive asst. to the president of the firm, 
Price. Meantime Price is being 
angled for a radio comeback. but is 
first concentrating on his N. Y. Stock 
Exchange biz. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Eddie Ruben off on Hollywood 
visit. 

Lou Greenley resigned from UA 
sales’ force. 

Harry Katz of Gayety off on Cali- 
fornia jaunt. 

Avalon, indie nabe house, closed 
for re-building. 

Art Carr, Warner Brothers’ trav- 
eling auditor, a visitor. 

Norman Moray, Vitaphone general 
sales’ manager, a visitor. 

Bandit who held up World theatre 
cashier escaped with $100. 

Sol Fischer, indie nabe exhibitor, 
back from Florida honeymoon. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, off on tour of exchanges. 

Local RKO exchange in 14th place 
in Jules Levy national sales contest. 

Robert Haley transferred here 
from Waterloo as new Orpheum p.a. 

Irving Gilman, indie theatre own- 
er, back from a Chicago business 
trip. : 

George Turner, MGM _ salesman, 
taken ill at Louisville and rushed to 
hospital. 

W. H. Workman, M-G exchange 
manager, taking three weeks’ Florida 
vacation. 

Helen Pauly of Warner Brothers’ 
office staff in hospital for minor 


operation. 

F. Kayser, former 
Minn., theatre manager, 
United Artists’ sales staff. 

Jane Cowl in ‘First Lady,’ season’s 
second legit attraction at Metropoli- 
tan, dated in April 8 to 10. 

Charlie Jackson, vet Paramount 
salesman, with wife off to England 
for three months’ vacation. 

Shriners’ annual indoor circus at 
Auditorium, featuring Clyde Beatty, 
drew turnaway biz all week. 

Herb Blass, WB office manager, 
celebrated 24th wedding anniversary 
and birthday all in one week. 

Bennie Berger, independent chain 
operator, and the wife, off for a 
three months’ European jaunt. 

Jack Thoma, Columbia exploiteer, 
here from Chicago to help publicize 
‘When You’re in Love’ at Minnesota. 

Al Stern, RKO office manager, 
skidded off road going 60 miles an 
hour, but car and self escaped un- 
scathed. 

MGM has signed Suzanne Larson, 
12-year old Mpls. singer, discovery of 
Merle Potter, Journal pix and legit 
ed., to seven-year contract. 


Winona, 
added to 





Chicago 


Bill Murray of N. Y. Wm. Morris 
office in town all week. 

Margaret Churchill a 
visitor, on way to Coast. 

Sam Ward readying his passport 
for a journey to Australia. 

Lou Goldberg in to set some mid- 
west Major Bowes unit dates. 

Alice Veit scribbling ad copy for 
the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 

Joe Flynn heading around the mid- 
west in advance of the ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies.’ 

Don Becker in, arranging program 
set-up for local Transamerican 
office. 

Lou Gordon gets the concessions at 
the Civic Opera House, replacing 
Archie Rose. 

Jack Pollock, ahead of the Bowes 
‘Transcontinental’ unit, in town a 
couple days. 

Les Atlass has changed his mind 
about the coast trip, and now head- 
ing for Florida for some fishing in- 
stead. 





Chicago 








London 


Diana Churchill and John Lodge 
signed again with BIP. 

Sydney Horler, novelist, has writ- 
ten a play titled ‘Crisis.’ 

Buddy Rogers here to appear with 
June Clyde in a new revue for BIP. 

John Hartfield, film scenarist, here 
to dispose of his play ‘Colonel's 
Lady.’ 

Sam Smith, head of British Lion 
Films, and Victor Saville on the 
Riviera. 


Fred Pelton, former studio man- 
ager of Metro’s Culver City, vaca- | 
tioning here. 

Wendy Hiller and Ronald Gow, 
star and author, married in Man- 
chesier, Feb. 25. 


Jim Seymour in from Hollywood 
to direct a Harry Roy picture being 
made by Joe Rock. 

Gilbert Miller’s first production on 
return here from N. Y. will be Keith 
Winter’s play, ‘Old Music.’ 

Dougles Byng’s first entry into | 
show business was as artist-designer | 
to Max Berman, costumer. 

Owen McGiveney having to quit 
work:in mid-week because one of his 
stooges is down with the flu. 

Ben Goetz off to Hollywood to 
make final arrangements for MGM 
stars to come here and make pic- 
tures. 


Marquis de La Falaise, husband of 
Constance Bennett, suddenly stricken 
with appendicitis. Progressing splen- 
didly. 

John Garrick added to cast of 
‘Vienna Sunset,’ Herbert Wilcox pro- 
duction, starring Carminati and Lilli 
Palmer. 

Claude Hulbert and Enid Trevor 
co-starred in ‘Ship’s Concert,’ musi- 
cal, being made by Warners at Ted- 
dington. 

Argentinita arrived here quietly, 
and off to Paris, returning March 8 
for a special charity recital at the 
Piccadilly. 

Peter Bernard has revived the 
Ragtime Octet, which appeared here 
for the first time at the London Hip- 
podrome in 1912. 

‘Big Business,’ new Jack Waller- 
Bobby Howes musical at the London 
Hippodrome, has a 10-week library 
deal at $7,500 per. 

Percy Athos girls booked for the 
Casino, San Remo, on the conclu- 
sion of their Grosvenor House en- 
gagement end of March. 

Fred Bernhard, taken ill while in 
Manchester on business, was found 
to be suffering from ptomaine poison- 
ing; now fully recovered. 


Bud Flanagan at Cannes, South of 
France, for recovery from recent ill- 
ness. Goes into the next Palladium 
show, built around Jack Hylton. 

Edgar Wallace Estate reviving the 
‘Squeaker,’ with Hartley Power in 
his original role, and inviting Scot- 
land Yard to the dress rehearsal. 

Capt. Paul Kimberley, managing 
director of National Screen, and Ar- 
thur Nye, sales manager, off to New 
York for conference with the home 
office. 

Sydney Carroll’s next production 
at the Ambassadors will be ‘Bats in 
the Belfry,’ clerical comedy by 
Diana Morgan and Robert Mc- 
Dermot. 


Prince of Wales ay is about to 
issue 400,000 ordinary shares at $1.25; 
proceeds to be used in rebuilding the 
theatre with nearly twice the ca- 
pacity of the old structure. 

Ruth Chatterten to make her stage 
debut here in a revival of Somerset 
Maugham’s ‘The Constant Wife.’ 
Show tries out in Leeds April 5 be- 
fore coming to the West End. 

John Stafford into production at 
Sound City on ‘Man with Two Faces,’ 
Austrian adaptation by Arkos Tol- 


nay, starring Griffiths Jones and 
Rosalind Boulter. Will be released 
by Radio. 


Max Gordon cabling back and 
forth to get a line on ‘Balalaika’ for 
America. Show is one of the sur- 
prise hits of the season and playing 
to practically capacity since reopen- 
ing at His Majesty’s. 

Morton Downey due again in May. 

British International going into 
immediate production on ‘Spring 
Handicap.’ racing story, starring Will 
Fyffe, supported by David Burns. 
Herbert Brenon directing. 

Due to sail home, Lerner, Good- 
hart and Hoffman, songwriting trio, 
were given a last-minute assignment 
to do the score for the new Jessie 


Matthews musical ‘Gang Way,’ 
scheduled for production in the 
Spring. 


Kurt Robitschek’s first production 
in several months at the Vic palace 
will be built around Will Mahoney. 
Besides Evie Hayes, Joe Griffin and 
Bob Geraghty, always in Mahoney’s 
shows, will feature the Rimacs and 
Caryll and Mundy. 


Lee Ephraim to revive ‘Vagabond 





King,’ with Harry Welchman, George 
Graves, Mari Esner and H. A. Saints- 


bury. Latter plays his original role 
of Louis XI, which he created at the 


Drury Lane some years ago. Show 
goes to the London Coliseum. 
Palladium management talking 


with the Melville Bros., owners of 
the Lyceum, with a view to transfer- 
ring the current ‘Crazy’ show there, 
from the Palladium. Show must va- 
cate to make room for the Jack Hyl- 
ton unit, but is still doing well. 





By Eric Gorrick 

E. J. Tait on an o.o. tour. 

Frank Neil planning a quick Eng- 
lish irip. 

Herbie Hayward handling special 
exploitation for Cinesound. 

Good progress is being made on 
Metro’s new Brisbane house. 


Still very hot over here and out- | 


door men are reaping a harvest. 

Lenard Roos is in New Zealand 
making a series of scenics for War- 
ners. 

“Princess Charming” opened in 
Melbourne for W-T and may cop a 
little legit biz, 

Film Board of Trade preparing to 
deal with exhibs who have failed to 
quit the gift racket. 


Bernie Freeman, Metro head here, 
taking a look over company’s hold- 
ings in Western Australia. 

Connors and Paul revue unit still 
doing good biz in New Zealand in 
conjunction with the Fullers. 

Expected that the new Republic 
pix will soon find a release date here 
through British Empire Films. 

‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) will follow 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) for a run 
try at the Prince Edward, Sydney. 

Every time Sir Ben Fuller takes a 
trip—which is pretty oftcn—his son, 
A. Ben Fuller, takes control of the 
chain. 

Nothing moving in local produc- 
tion outside of Cinesound. Indie 
units are still finding it hard to get 
financing. 

‘Garden of Allah’ will come into 
the Regent, Sydney, for a long-run 
try. U. A. putting out special ex- 
ploitation. 

Frank Graham and Johnny Glass 
are in charge of Hoyts during 
Charles Munro’s tour of the Moodabe 
New Zealand chain. 


American cowboys and cowgirls 
engaged for the Sydney Fair, open- 
ing at Lenten. Alice Van will lead 
the femme prairie stars. 


Mob getting ready to beat it to the 
Coronation. All walks of life will be 
represented from Australia, including 
pic trade, radio and legit. 

Biz has slipped for ‘Wild Violets’ 
in Melbourne and Williamson-Tait 
will soon bring in ‘Princess Charm- 
ing. ’ Al Frith set as principal co- 
median. 

Labor interests are still keen to se- 
cure further air stations throughout 
New South Wales. Dickers are pro- 
ceeding with several B-class units for 
hook-up. 

‘Show Boat’ will soon sweep into 
its 10th month for Dave Martin at 
the Liberty, Sydney. Pic still draws 
lineups daily and is expected to run 
12 months at least. 

Remarkable the way newsree] biz 
is holding up in Sydney. Greater 
Union operates the only theatrette 
here and capacity is the rule on a 
13-hour daily grind. 

Hal Carleton, Bill Tinkler and 
Myron Lustig will handle special 
publicity for ‘Gorgeous Hussy’ in 
Sydney. After that lads will swing 
over to ‘Born to Dance.’ 

Acts playing for Frank Neil in 
Melbourne include Joey Porter, Ross 
and Stone, Jed Dooley, Raynor Lehr, 
Jack Stocks, Del Ohrel, Rube De- 
merest and Heeley and Mack. 

Dorothy Flukes has been annointed 
in charge of exploitation for Warners 
and is currently working on “Charge 
of Light Brigade.” She was formerly 
private secretary to Ralph Clark, 
Warner boss in this territory. 

Reported that Lawrence Tibbett 
will come to Australia for a concert 
season under the Williamson-Tait di- 
rection. Others booked include Tito 
Schipa, Serge Rachmanioff and Kir- 
sten Flagstad. 

Now that the maritime strike is 
settled, it is expected that a flock of 
new vaude acts wil come out for 
Frank Neil. During the holdup Neil 
was forced to bring acts via Van- 
couver at a higher transportation 
cost. 

Warren P. Munsell still here look- 
ing for plays for the N. Y. Theatre 
Guild. Munsell may try out in pub- 
lic, ‘Desire Brings Welcome,’ in con- 
junction with Sir Ben Fuller. Play 
was written by a young local, Ken 
Brodziak. 

Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion will bring in Bronislav Huber- 
mann, Arthur Rubinstein, Essie Ack- 
land, Ernest Llewellyn, Budapest 
Quartet, Lottie Lehmann, George 
Schneevoigt and Dr. Malcolm Sar- 
gent. All these artists will be heard 
both over the air and on concert 


platform. 





Hollywood 


Jock Whitney planed eastward. 

Myrt Blum home from New York. 

George Brent is vacationing in 
Mexicali. 

Marjorie Gateson spending Easter 
in the east. 

Tilly Losch is leaving shortly on 
N. Y. vacash. 

Rosalind Russell suffering from an 
eye infection. 


_ Madge Evans blinking through an 
infected optic. 

It took Buddy DeSilva 10 days to 
blast out the flu. 


Si Seadler planed 
York 15 hours late. 

Ewan Davies, South Wales exhib, 
ogling Metro studios. 

Donald Woods is moving to Laguna 
Beach for the summer. 

Arthur Johnston fell five 
Casualties: five broken ribs. 

Jimmy Garland, Judy's bro., had a 
part in a Maurice Conn pic. 

Ozzie Nelson and his wife, Harriet 
Hilliard, arrived from N. Y. 

Nell Wilder, sis of Patricia, 
actress, visiting from Georgia. 

Hal Kemp quits April 1 as man- 
ager of Fanchon & Marco agency. 

George Sidney celebrated 50th an- 
niversary of his entry into show biz. 

Stanley Briggs and Sam B. Lyon 
have joined Warners publicity staff. 

Scott Kolk, Universal actor, has 
changed his monicker to Scott Col- 
ton. 

Walter Cassell gets his film debut 
as non-singer in ‘Lady Luck’ at War- 
ners. 

Myron Selznick is recuperating 
from the flu at the Santa Monica 
hosp. 

Herbert Stothart is planning a va- 
cation in Mexico, his first in seven 
years. 

Charles A. Buckley back after be- 
ing summoned east by death of his 
mother, 

Claudette Colbert building up her 
16mm film library while on location 
in Idaho. 

Eleanore Whitney temporarily out 
of Par’s ‘Turn Off the Moon’ due to 
a turned ankle. 

Wesley Ruggles, planning vacash 
in Europe, may make a picture for 
Par over there. 

John Campbell, pic ed of the L.A. 
Evening News and the_ missus, 
Marian Rhea, are Europe-ing it. 

Noel Madison, who has been in 
London for pic work, is returning to 
the U.S. on the Berengaria March 15. 

Universal has built a music con- 
servatory for Leopold Stokowski to 
= : stuff on ‘100 Men and One 

irl. 

Elizabeth Hulme, U. S. department 
of commerce commissioner in Rome, 
is look-seeing the Coast to figure 
out pix. 

Warner Oland in from Arrowhead 
Springs flu recuperation for scenes 
in ‘Charlie Chan at the Olympics’ at 
20th-Fox. 

William Wyler planed in to attend 
the Academy Awards banquet and 
start direction of ‘Dead End’ for 
Goldwyn. 

Clark Gable’s racing nag, Beverly 
Hills, will be used in Metro’s ‘Sara- 
toga.’ Script makes it possible for 
him to win. 

Eddie Sutherland passed up the 
directorial duties on Par’s ‘Artists 
and Models’ in order to get in a 
Florida vacash. 

John LeRoy Johnston, for years 
chairman of the blurb directors’ 
committee of the Coast Hays office 
and now m.e. for the Fawcett mags, 
received his Hays badge. It’s nyme- 
bered 321. 





in from New 


flights, 


Par 





Paris 





Lyne Clevers at the Empire. 
Harry. Baur back from Brussels. 
The Nonchalants at the Normandie. 

. O'Donnel and Blair at the Alham- 
ra. 

Yvonne back 
London. 

Karina topping the new Alhambra 
offering. 

Noel-Noel off on a tour with ‘La 
Revue de Dorin.’ 

President Lebrun opening the re- 
decorated Opera. 

Manhattan string quartet concert- 
ing at the Salle Playel. 

Max Ophuls commencing ‘Yoshi- 
vara,’ starring Sessue Hayakawa. 

‘Ma Liberte’ by Denys Amiel in 
rehearsal at the Theatre Saint- 
Georges. 

Guy Berry, on the current Alham- 
bra bill, set by Pierre Caron for a 
part in ‘Cinderella.’ 

Vera Karene turning blonde for a 
part in ‘La Danseuse Rouge,’ which 
Jean-Paul Paulin is producing. 

Ambassador Potemkine and Pierre 
Cot, Minister of Air, turning out for 
opening of two new Soviet films. 

Georges Zaslawsky set to direct 
the Paris Symphony orchestra for 
three concerts in February and 
March. 

‘Beaume-les-Agnes’ the title of 
Henry Decoin’s new play. which is 
to have its premiere in Brussels on 
March 3. |. 

Jean Valle preparing to go to 
Agadir to start shooting ‘Les Hom- 
mes san Nom’ (‘Nameless Men’) a 
pic on the foreign legion. 

Pierre Billon going to make a film 
adapted from Jean Bommart’s ‘Le 
Poisson Chinoise, Kate de Nagy, 
Pierre Fresnay and Michel Simon 
mentioned as leads, 


Printemps from 
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JOHN H. HODGDON 


John H. Hodgdon, 50, booker asso- 
ciated with Keith-Albee and finally 
RKO till 1931, was killed March 8 in 


truck. 
section, 


New York by a sanitation 
Details in the vaudeville 


RICHIE LING 
Richie Ling, 70, 


ope 1 for 50 years and 


Christine wlacDonald and 
stars, was found dead in his bed at 
the Lamb’s club March 5, Death v 
ascribed to a heart ailment. 
Though British born, Ling 


most of his active years in this c 


spent 
jUl- 
try, originally singing with the Bos- 
tonians and the Savage company be- 
fore a cold -uined his singing voice 
He then turned to dramatic roles, his 
first appearance being with Viola 
Allen in ‘The White Sister.’ He 
played with Eva LeGallienne in ‘The 
Swan,’ with Jane Cowl in ‘The Road 


to Rome’ and in scores of important 
productions. 

He is credited with having been 
the first actor to respond to the 


Equity call for a strike, walking out 
on ‘Chu-Chin-Chow.’ He was for 
many years one of the council. 

His first wife was Lotta Faust, w 0 
died in 1909. His second marriage, to 
Rose Winter, ended in divorce. 

BERNARD J. MECHLING 

Bernard J. Mechling, 41, who 18 
years ago associated himself with 
Caldwell Brown in the management 
of the Liberty and Weller theatres, 
Canesville, O., died there March 2. 
He had been ill for a year. 

After the houses passed to Zanes- 
ville Theatres, Inc., he became vice- 
president and director of the new 







IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


Effie L. Hennessy 
March 10, 1936 


DAN’L F. HENNESSY 
WM. S.. HENNESSY 


concerning himself 
with the publicity. 


outfit, chiefly 


He was in con- 


siderable local repute as a com- 
poser and frequently wrote songs 


for home and professional produc- 
tions. He. had also been sports edi- 
tor of the Dispatch for a time. 


BEN TUTHILL 

Ben Tuthill, 76, died in New York 
March 5, of an apoplectic attack. 

He managed Mr. and Mrs. 
liam J. Florence’s production of ‘The 
Almighty Dollar,’ the DeWolf Hop- 
per Opera Company at the Broad- 
way Theatre, Henry E. Dixey in 
“Adonis’ on Broadway and in Lon- 
don, the Heinrich Conreid Opera 
Company and Rudolph Aronson at 
the New York Casino. 

For John Stetson, 


Mr. Tuthill, 


managed the Globe Theatre in Bos- | 


ton and the Fifth Avenue Theatre in 
New York; for J. M. Hill he man- 
aged the Union Square and Standard 
Theatres here. 


- 


WALTER MELVILLE 


Walter Melville, writer, producer, | 


eldest of well known. theatrical 
family, died at his home in Hove, 
Sussex, Feb. 29, aged 62. Walter, with 
his brother Frederick, purchased the 
Lyceum theatre 28 years ago, and 
have been associated with it ever 
since, with full-blooded melodrama, 
(some of them written by them- 
selves) and annual pantomime sea- 
sons, the 25th of which is just in its 
last week. The two also built Prince’s 
theatre in Shaftesbury Avenue. 

He was twice married, and is sur- 
vived by his second wife, Barbara 
Crosbie. 


ADRIAN ROSLEY 


Adrian Rosley, 47, stage and screen 
actor, died in Hollywood, March 5. 
Born in 


following a heart attack. 


prominent in 
leading 
man for Lillian Russell, Fritzi Scheff, 


other 


Vas 


Wil- | 


, rett in “The Lady of Iayons’ in 1887, 
and laier under the management of 
Granville. Barker, Sir Herbert Tree, 
Oscar Asche, Frank Curzon and 
| Frederick Harrison, 


HERMAN SCHOENSTADT 
! Herman Schoenstadt, 81, pioneer 
exhibitor of Chicago, died in Chicago 


on March 5. He was the founder of 
the Chicago circuit of H. Schoen- 
stadt & Sons, which has operated a 
string of theatres on the south side 
of Chicago for many years 

Flagship of the circuit is the Picca- 
lilly theatre which was built in 1927, 

Survived by two sons, Henry and 
Arthur: a daughter and two sisters. 
Burial in Chicago 

JOSEPH P. SKELLY 

Joseph P. Skelly, 55, Brooklyn ex- 
change manager of RKO Radio Pic- 
tures, died of heart disease March 8 
at Melbourne hotel, St. Louis. 


Skelly became ill shortly after his 
arrival from New York at noon and 
asked Bernard J. McCarthy, manager 
Louis office, 
Skelly’s condition grew 
died at 5 p. m. 

He had gone there for business 
conferences with McCarthy. Body 
will be taken back to Brooklyn. 


FRANK WELSH 


of company’s St. to call 
a physician 


worse and he 


Frank P, Headley, 70, who acted 
for many years under the name of 
Frank Welsh, died in St. Joseph's 


Hospital, Philadelphia, last week. He 
had been in the hospital since No- 
vember. 


Following his stage career he 
joined the advertising staff of the 


Philadelphia Ledger and then went 
to the Inquirer. He appeared in| 
several productions with Richard 
Mansfield and Creston Clark, 


ALF HELTON 

Alf Helton, 78, veteran actor, died 

‘jin Forest Hills, N. Y., March 7. He had 
| been ill for about six weeks, his in- 
firmity causing his retirement from 
the cast of ‘Victoria Regina.’ 

He came from England in 1892 
and had played with DeWolfe Hop- 
per, Lillian Russell, Maude Adams, | 
Otis Skinner, Henry Miller and 
others of note. 

Two daughters and a son survive. 





eed | 
THOMAS S. WRIGHT 
Thomas S. Wright, 60, prominent 
retired theatre operator, died Feb. | 
26 in a hospital at Brownsville, Pa., | 
_his home, after a stroke of paralysis. | 
He had been identified with the- | 
| atre enterprises there for more than 
| 25 years, 


IRVING W. WISWALL 

| Irving W. Wiswall, 78, for many 
| years president and a director of the 
| Saratoga County Agricultural So- | 
ciety and for two terms president 
_of the New York State Agricultural 
Association, died recently at his 
| home in Ballston Spa. N. Y., after 
a lingering illness. 


JOHN T. DONAHUE 





That’s Different 


In Washington, D. C., the 
Congressional group sitting in 
on the Dickstein bill hearings 
is not alone in taking burlesque 
seriously. Some of the news- 
papers and drama crix also give 
dignified treatment to burlesque. 
Less than fortnight ago, the 
burlesque house reviewers es- 
tablished the Burlesque Critics 
Ass’n., hoping it would become 
nation-wide. 

Blow -of. last week in 


came 


the Washington Post, daily, 
which carries Westbrook Peg- 
ler’s syndicated column. After 
the first of the two pleces Peg- 
ler penned vehemently de- 
nouncing burlesque as ‘foul and 
filthy,’ the Post’s drama crick, 
Nelson Bell, got a sheaf of Iet- 
ters from readers asking why 
the paper always raved over 


shows playing the Capital’s lone 
burley stand, Gayety, if that 
type of show biz was vul- 
gar as Pegler proclaimed. 

In a spot, Bell couldn't re- 
pudiate the manner in which 
his department handles burley, 
nor could he cross up the Peg- 
ler statements. Squeezed out by 
a lengthy explanations that the 


columnist referring to 


as 


was the 


shows produ.ed by Minsky in 
New York, not those playing 
the Gayety, which Bell de- 


scribed as ‘entirely different.’ 


ohne 


Burlesque Reviews” 








REPUBLIC, N. Y. 


Fortunately for the Republic it’s 
located right next to the subway 


'and gathers in a lot of its audience | 


las the Times Sq. station disgorges. 


| This, combined with the fact that it) 
| cashes in on the Minsky tag (one of | 
| the three) must undoubtedly account | 


for plenty of its business among 
| transients who make up larger por- 
tion. Opportunity of comparison 
with other burleys on the same 
block, and including the two on the 
| main drag proper, would prove a 
| boomerang for the Weinstock house. 
In striving for production house 
presents the most incong num- 
bers that can be imagined. What 
place a machine age sct with paper 
gears, flashing lights and girls in 
factory workers uniforms can have 
in a burlesqie show will forever re- 
main a mystery. Evidently expected 
to be the piece de resistance, number 
sarnered nothing but audience re- 
sistance. 

Only memorable sections are those 
devoted to the peelers and one or 
|two pension-rating bits with Irving 
Selig. comic. Stripping differs from 
the next door neighbor’s, Apollo. 
Girls peel right down to their hands 
during usual elongated strip sessions. 
No name exhibitionists include Jean 


ruous 


Parou. Pola Lind, Miss’ Verne, 
Dorothy Lawrence and Dorothy 
Maye. Joyce Kelly, specialist, ap- 


pears in nudie terps during three al- 
leged production numbers. 

Capers of Sammy Fine, youngest 
of the comic contingent, could stand 











D.C BURLY CRIX 


ASSN. TO TRY 
FOR BWAY 


Washington, March 9. 
Plans to establish circles 


cities and to present ‘platform’ for 


in other 


improving burlesque to wheel and 
house operators were formulated at 
meeting of Burlesque Critics Asso- 
ciation Sunday (7). Outfit, which em- 


braces strip reviewers on five local 


| dailies, claims it has no quarrel with 


industry and is aiming ‘in interest of 
those financially involved in sale of 
burlesque entertainment.’ 

Local unit, which hopes to be nu- 
cleus of national organization, con- 


ferred with Jimmy Lake, manager of | 


Gayety, Cap’s only burley, at meet- 
ing. Lake is definitely in favor of the 
idea and crix hope through him to 
get at Izzy Hirst, I.B.A. head, as first 
of big boys in industry. 

Five localities admit that lining up 
a New York unit is main job, since 
under national aspect Broadway boys 
would be nerve center. Material out- 
lining plan and policy of organiza- 
tion will be sent to key spots as soon 
as details are worked out. Present 
plans include active membership for 
reviewers, including trade papers, 





John T. Donahue (47) died at the 
| Will Rogers Hospital, Saranac Lake. 
last week. He had been admitted | 
Jan. 21. For years he had been trav- | 
eling audtor for the Loew’s. 
Surviving are his widow and two 
children. Interment in New York. 


JOHN W. RICHARDS 


John W, Richards, 71, for the past | 


17 years treasurer of the Rensselaer 
County Fair Association at Schaghti- 


coke, died recently in the Leonard | defend a divorce suit started by her 
of Easton, | 


Hospital, Troy, after a three weeks’ 
illness. 


; A wife and a sister survive, 


PIERETTO BIANCO 
Pieretto Bianco, 60, scenic de- 
signer at the Scala, Milan, died in 
Bologna, March 7. He _ previously 





Rumania, Rosley came to America occupied a similar position at the 

44 years ago. He was on the New Metropolitan, New York. 

York stage for several years prior to His widow survives. 

going to Hollywood four years ago. —_—-— 

He was a member of the Lambs and G. C. COLONEUS 

the Masquers, latter in Hollywood. G. C. Coloneus, 49, for 15 years 
His last appearances were in ‘King in the trumpet section of Los An- 

and the Chorus Girl,” (WB) and ‘The geles philharmonic orchestra, died 


Garden of Allah’ (S-I). 
Widow, 
two sisters 


in Rumania, survive. 


EDWARD IRWIN 


Edward Irwin, 69, stage actor, died 
at his London home, Feb. 25. He had 
collapsed two nights previously with 
a heart attack prior to appearing in 


living on the Coast, and 


March 4 in Veterans hospital at Saw- 
telle, Cal. 
ANDREW J. FEELEY 

Andrew J. Feeley, veteran theatri- 
cal manager of Hazleton, died at 
Miami, Florida, on March 4. 

He went South to recover from 
illness. 


an 





the second performance of ‘First csnitilibiiii 
Night’ at the Arts Theatre Club, Mother of Jack Block, agent, died 
necessitating cancellation of that) March 6, at her home in Chicago. 
performance. _ 

He first appeared with Wilson Bar- Mother of Glenn Snyder, 


automatic honorary membership for 
wheel and house execs and first- 
string drama. crix. 


Kiki Sued for Divorce 


Easton, Pa., March 9. 
Kiki Roberts, appearing with a 
, burlesque show at Allentown last 
| week, was served with a summons to 





| husband, Joseph Ross, 


whom she married on March 15. 


1935, while she was dancing in a 


night club near here. 


She went ahead with the 
fend the action. 


Salt Lake’s Burly Stock 


Salt Lake City, March 9. 


|- Popkin and Ringer, 


| 


houses, are contemplating 
over a theatre here for 
| lesque. 


| GARRICK, ST. L. 


é é show 
and implied that she would not de- 


operators of 
| the Burbank in Los Angeles, and the 
Capitol in San Francisco, both burly 
taking 
stock bur- 





| business manager, died at her home 
in St. Louis, Mo., March 1, following 


an operation. 


Father of John Wayne, Universal 
| picture actor, died in Beverly Hills, 


| March 4, following a heart attack. 
Wife of James Schiller. 


| Coast exploiteer, 


WLS | Hollywood. 


Metro 
died March 7 in 


plenty more than what he gives. 
| Others in poor staff include Victor 
Plant. comic: John Grant and James 
| Francis, straights, and Chet Atland 
and Bill Crooks, singers. Entire setup 
is no name and less performance. 
Hurl, 


St. Louis, March 6. 

W. G. (Bill) Pickens, manager of 
Garrick, town’s only burleskery, has 
discovered formula for making this 
type of entertainment attractive to 
all. House that opened Sept. 11 is 
going at full speed and appears set 
for a run into late spring. Last year 
it closed in February. Some of the 
smart things done by Pickens is seat- 
ing all femme patrons on one side 
of house; adding to wheel show's 

line and bringing added attractions 
to augment bills. 

For ‘Manhattan Maids’ Pickens 
added the LaMar trio, Jeanette & 
Carlo and Irene Cornell and trio not 
only steals show but have act of 
| such calibre that it shouldn't be long 
before some revue grabs it for a fea- 
tured spot. Two boys and a girl do 
eccentric and acrobatic dancing; one 
|boy plunks banjo, another warbles, 
plays a sax with one hand while 
| hoofing and this same lad scores with 
interp of Eddie Cantor, even to 
| banjo eyes. 
| Rest of bill above average with 
| line of good lookers on apron a great 
|deal and doing their routines with 
plenty of snap. Anny Wynn, con- 
tortionist, does two bits that score 
|}and salty blackouts in which Fred 
| Binder, Harry Conley, comics; Lew 
|Broan and Connie Ryan, straights, 
_Allene Dale and Helen Rogers par- 
| ticipate keep sittees in high glee. A 
sharpshooter skit between Binder 
and Brown is well done, but would 
be enhanced by another ending sub- 
stituted for present one. Conley and 
Dale girl a looker, also clicked in} 
country boy skit. 

Amy Fong, Chinese stripper, has 
better than average looks and voice. | 
Colleen and Marie Duba, other strip 
artists, do their stuff in faster tempo. 
Irene Cornell’s swan dance specialty | 
clicks. 

Management has one tough prob- 
lem this year in bringing shows from 
Minneapolis and sending them to 
Detroit. More midwest cities may | 
be added next season to tighten up! 
wheel and enable all houses to cut! 
|overhead incurred by railroad ex- 
| pense, Sahu. 








APOLLO, N Y. 


Max Wilner’s and Emmett Calla- 
| han’s house may be a disappointment 
to the craven but for those who ap- 
| preciate a show, albeit still burley, | 
the Apollo is the answer. Heavy on 
production, show is conversely light 
|on revelations it permits strippers 


although still retaining enough 
nudity in the chorus and tableaux 
|numbers to sate the less-exacting 


vets. Better production includes top 


notch comedy as delivered by Bobby | 


Morris, but which, differing from 
the skin portions, sometimes runs a 
little into the deeper hues. 


With or without reason, majority | 


of burleys around N. Y. have under- 
gone morals alterations of late which 


brings them closer to being enter- | 


tainment and further away from the 
| Stag stigma that for long made audi- 
| ences almost exclusively male. Those 
who have seen the light are now en- 
joying better biz with 
femme patronage and probably feel 


| more comfortable in the presence of 


| bluecoats. 
' Changes have taken varied forms 
from straight vaude acts and special- 
ties to soaped lines, dressing up and 
improved production, 


|routine personal 


increased | 


In the Apollo! 





it’s the latter and with good results 

Allen Gilbert’s production, aided 
| by his special ballet (another freak 
jin burley) is without peer. More. 
| over, almost entire company here 
| which, exclusive of strippers, totals 
26 girls has physical advantages oyao, 
too many of their professional 
ters, 

Particularly impressive on last 
_weeks show is a Japanese number 


er 
S1s- 


employing the line. Costumes in 
pastel colors might also furnish 
others of the copy-cat schoo] with 


an idea as to how much can be done 
despite supposed limitations of by 
ley stands. Ballet with Nipponese 
parasols and rest of girls in assorted 
poses and regalia put ona really fine 
performance. Plenty of clothes in 
evidence but apparently not objected 
to in view of response. Another s 
number with nudies poised, reclining 
and gesticulating with a 
against a background of 
very well executed. 
Peelers are kept down to one un- 
solicited encore tor a quick flash of 
what they offer. Curtain bows great 
applause after the given time during 
which girls do the fast undraping 
Even name peelers, Margie Hart and 
Georgia Sothern are kept in hand. 
Regulation of the latter is a job in 
(Continued on page 63) 


all limbs 
black also 


No Stock Burley Shows 
Skeded for Canton O. H. 


Canton, O., March 9. 
Stock burlesque will not be re- 
vived at the Grand opera house in 
the immediate future, Bob Burch, 
lessee of the house said this week. 
He had planned to resume this pol- 


|} icy after Lent, but has abandoned 
plans temporarily at least he said 
{in favor of bringing in roadshows 


through the spring season. 

A two-day presentation of ‘To- 
bacco Road,’—recently attracted 
three near capacity audiences, 





Peggy Fails to Show 


Action of License Commissioner 
Paul Moss on Sunday (7) in tem- 
porarily revoking the license of the 
Casino, Brooklyn burlesque theatre, 
successfully halted the initial per- 
sonal appearance venture of Peggy 
Garcia. Hatcheck girl has been in 
public eye recently because of her 
unsuccessful suit against Dave 
Rubinoff, 

Local gendarmes 


were posted to 


see that the license revocation was 
observed, until the management 
agreed to cancel the Garcia per- 


formance, Once this was agreed on, 


| the Casino went on as usual with its 


regular burlesque show minus the 
Garcia girl. Not known whether she 
was scheduled for a strip tease or 
experience chat- 
ter since she never got on the stage. 

Leaders in the Burlesque Actors 
Association said their organization 
would have taken steps to halt the 
Garcia appearance if Commissioner 
Moss had not acted promptly. Casino 
management suffered not only be- 


;cause of refunds when the act was 


cancelled, but also in salary advances 
made to Miss Garcia. Understood 
that this set the management back 
$500 or more. 





Cincy’s Burley Try 


Cincinnati, March 9. 
Empress, Cincinnati’s lone burley 
stand, has been renamed the Gayety 
by Arthur Clamage, who leased the 
house, and will start operation Fri- 
day (12) with burley film. Morris 
Zaden is to be manager. Initial show 
by the ‘Peek-A-Boo’ troupe, with 
Zorita as chief stripper. Four shows 
daily and a midnight extra on Satur- 
days. Pop prices and weekly changes. 
Theatre, run with similar policy 
by another management this season, 
went dark March 1, when owners 

turned property over to Clamage. 





Independent Burlesque 


Week of March 14 


Maidens'—Casino, 
and Wheezes' —Eimifpiess 


Pittsburgh 


‘Merry 
atnas 
cinnati. 
“Toviand Rialto 
‘Crazy Quilt’—En 
‘Boze Snyder’—Casino, 
‘Pepper Pot Revue’ Lyrie, Allentown 
| Mon.-Tues,; Majestic, Harrisburg, Wed.; 
| Capitol, Reading, Thurs.-Fri.; Majestic, 
Williamsport, Sat. 
‘Swing Your Baby’ 


Chicago, 
(Chicago 


Theatre— 
route to 
Toronto, 


Troe, Philtadelphi _* 


‘Nothing But Dames’ — Kmpire 
Newark. 

‘Top Hat Revue’ Howard, Boston. 

Pardon the Glamour’ — Century, 
Brooklyn 

‘Paris By Night’—Hudson, Union City 

‘Monte Carlo Girls’—-Gayety, Wash- 
ington 

Ladies in Lingerie’—Gayety, Bali 
; nore 

‘Beef Trust’—Capitol, Toledo. 

‘Oriental CGirls’—Gavety, Detroit. 

‘Swing Girls’—Garrick, 3t. Louis. 
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Barnes-Sells Floto Gear Hyped 
For Top Rung af ‘31 Circus World 





Baldwin Park, Cal., March 9. 

Inaugurating its ninth season under 
the Ringling management, the Al G. 
Barnes circus, this year combined 
with the Sells Floto outfit, gets under 
way at San Diego March 20, on what 
may prove to be one of its most suc- 
cessful tours financially, and in point 
of mileage covered. For many years 
the Pacifiic Coast’s top tent outfit, the 
Barnes-Sells Tloto Combined Circus, 
takes its place for 1937 among the 
leading circuses of the nation. 

Under the management of Sam W. 
Gumpertz, in charge of the Ringling 
tent shows, the Barnes combo, pi- 
loted again by S. L. (Buster) Cronin, 
has laid out a tentative route that 
will eventually take it to the Atlantic 
seaboard, and may keep it on tour 
even longer than last season’s highly 
profitable 28 weeks. 

Here at winter quarters, the 
Barnes-Sells Floto circus is being 
whipped into shape by a crew of 
workmen toiling day and night to 
get everything in readiness for the 
first haul, to the Mexican border line, 
leaving here March 17. Every piece 
of rolling stock has been or is being 
repainted, with the new title lavishly 
blazoned on the red and other hues 
that make up a paint job. 

It’s no sinecure to put a 4v-car 
show on 30 cars, but that is what 
Buster Cronin is accomplishing for 
the 1937 tour. Old cars have been 
replaced by modern Pullmans and 
flats. Cages and wagons have been 
completely renovated. The perform- 
ing personnel has been largely in- 
creased, a number of flash name acts 
being sent on from other Ringling 
outfits; livestock increased, and 
when the show emerges from its re- 
hearsal period it should rate among 
the topnotchers. 


‘Jake’ Newman’s Back 


Menage will include 18 bulls, six 
camels, 14 zebras, around 40 cats and 
many cther varieties of wild animal 
life. Jake Newman is back as gen- 
eral ajent and the working staff is 
virtually unchanged from last year’s 
roster. One change of importance is 
the signing of Gardner Wilson as 
general press rep. Cliff McDougall 
stays with the staff of copy planters 
with a couple of other boys yet to be 
made. Only change in the tent per- 
sonnel is in the animal department, 


with Ed (Wop) Costello upped to 


chief, from assistant. Bob Thornton 
again will crack the whip as eques- 
trian director. 

Some of the feature acts for the 
big top this season are the Christiani 
Family, riding act; The Consellos, 
aerial spectacle; American O’Hara, 
combination trampoline act; The 
Arleys, perch act; Hal Silvers, wire 
worker; Papi, another perch turn; 
Bert Nelson’s flash lion and tiger 
act; Capt. Johnny Meyers, with an- 
other troupe of male and female 
lions; Walter McLean, featured ele- 
phant act. 

Spectacle will be labelled ‘Old 
Mexico,’ with all new wardrobe now 
being turned out for this feature. 
Clowns will be in charge of Milt 
Taylor, with several new faces 
among the funny boys this year. 

Topping the concert program will 
be the Three Del Rios from Spain, 
claimed to be the smallest midgets 
ever introduced to American audi- 
ences. Paul, the male of the trio, 
*stands actually only 22 inches high. 


Comfort and Safety 


Train that will carry Barnes-Sells 
Floto on tou. this season is modern 
in every respect, and the last word 
in safety. During the winter months 
Cronin, with a large crew of work- 
men, has been reinforcing every flat 
with railroad iron. Interior of the 
Pullmans, diners and other person- 
nel rolling stock have been com- 
pletely overhauled, to provide the 
last word in comfort, as well as be- 
ing a flash for the yokels along the 
countryside. 

Outfit trains to San Diego tomor- 
row night (17) and pitches there for 
two days. Four one day stands, Santa 
Ana, Riverside, Alhambra and Pas- 
adena follow, with circus then set- 
ting up in downtown Los Angeles for 
seven days, starting March 26. Then 
a day at Glendale and two in Long 
Beach before the annual invasion of 
Hollywood, set for April 5-7. 

Leaving the film colony, outfit 
treks northward, following the coast 
route of the original Barnes shows, 
which will bring it to Vancouver, 
B. C., around June 1. From there, 


combo heads eastward, through the | 


States. Last season Barnes show did 
not get east of Chicago, but with the 





BUFF’S CARNEY LAW 


Sought to Soak Carnivals and Found 
Old Law Barred ’em 








Buffalo, March 9. 

Agitation against carnival and 
traveling tent shows in Buffalo has 
been brought to a standstill by the 
discovery during the course of pro- 
ceedings to exact higher license fees 
from tent outfits, that there is al- 
ready on the local statute books a 
city ordinance prohibiting entirely 
the showing of carnivals within the 
city limits of Buffalo. 

The new ordinance proposed a 
straight license fee of $250 a day for 
all carnivals. While the proposed 
ordinance was in committee, it was 
discovered that for over six years a 
law prohibiting any carnivals inside 
the city limits has been on the books, 
with plenty of tent shows having 
played here in the interim without 
interruption. 

Present pause is to determine 
whether to enforce the existing law 
or repeal the old and give the shows 
a license fee rap. 





Spanish Pavilion for 
French ’37 Expo Creates 
Intern’! Complications 





Paris, March 1. 

Laying of the cornerstone here of 
the Spanish pavilion for the World’s 
Fair has created a delicate situation 
which may lead to international com- 
plications. 

From a strictly unbiased point of 
view, the Valencia government has 
every right and reason in the world 
to take part in the exposition and, 
since the French government has not 
recognized Franco, no invitation has 
been issued to him to represent the 
portion of Spain he now holds. 

But the question is raised if, by 
the time the exposition opens, Franco 
has been victorious but has not been 
recognized here, what is to happen 
to the Spanish pavilion? 

While left papers ignore any such 
eventuality, those on the opposite 
side of the political fence are asking 
will it be analagous to the British 
nviting the Negus to attend the coro- 
nation, when he is a figurehead with- 
out a country. And since both Ger- 
many and Italy have recognized 
Franco, the question is raised if, in 
that eventuality, will they continue 
to be represented? 


Salt Lake City’s Q. T. 
Vogue for Cock Fights 


Salt Lake City, March 9. 

Despite their illegality, game-cock 
fights in suburban districts of Salt 
Lake City are attracting attention as 
a hushed sporting event. Date and 
site of chicken fights are spread via 
grapevine and betting reported 
heavy among secretive clientele. 

Scraps are held on Sunday after- 
noons in different pens so as to keep 
one or two steps ahead of deputy 
sheriffs. 

Defeated roosters, usually mortal- 
ly wounded, are passed out to needy 
families, a breeder reported. 

Florida is only state legalizing cock 
fighting. 


Wirth Cleans Up 


Biggest indoor circus of the winter 
season was held in the Jamaica, L. I. 
armory last week, with the Jamaica 
hospital participating in the profits. 
More than $30,000 was grossed with 
a minimum admission of 40 cents, 
donors’ tickets, however, being as 
high as $25. 

Show was presented under the di- 
‘ection of Frank Wirth, program list- 
ing 23 displays. Wirth was given a 
renewal arrangement for next sea- 
son, when the benefit circus may be 
extended for a second week. 

















big Ringling show tipped to come to 
the Pacific coast late next summer, 
wise ones infer it may not be sur- 








prising if Gumpertz gives the signal 
ior the Barn bsid to hit the 


'@asverin way ' 


APOLLO N. Y. 


(Continued from page 62) 
itself ‘cause Georgia likes to give her 
all, and with added steam. Others, 
Irene Taylor, Joan Dare and Sonnie 
Lovett are also well versed in their 
‘art.’ Miss Sothern’s singing and 
personality front her from the crowd 
as always. 

It’s not the hackneyed comedy bits 
that make Morris so funny, but the 
manner in which he sells himself. 
Of the short, heeb school Morris 
wows ’em with his gestures and ex- 
pressions, facial and otherwise. 

Good all around company also in- 
cludes comic, Jack Greenman; 
straights, Russell Trent and Jack 
Coyle; singer Jack Lyons and prima 


donna Minnie Mae Moore. Miss 
Moore also in the Jap production 
number, helped. Hurl. 





NW Allied Meet 


(Continued from page 6) 











companies have been piling up huge 
profits and that film rentals already 
are much higher 
than most others.’ 


One company that sold 66 pictures 
the past season will sell only 52 the 
new season and asks the same amount 
of money for the lesser number, 
while another that the past season 
sold four on percentage will demand 
four at 35% and 10 at 30%, accord- 
ing to Peaslee. Still another com- 
pany that made no percentage de- 
mands will insist on percentages for 
four, he said. ‘We can’t afford to go 
out and buy film on these terms,’ 
declared Peaslee. 


Exhibitors asserted ‘bank night’ 
has been their ‘salvation,’ increasin? 
grosses and profits substantially. A 
number declared that except for 
‘bank night’ they would have had to 
close their houses. It was pointed 
out that only a comparatively few 
pictures are sufficiently powerful 
box-office to be able to stand alone 
and that the elimination of gift 
nights would compel a resort to 
double featuring with questionable 
b. 0. results. 


The independents went in a body 
to the state legislature to lobby 
against the anti-theatre gift night 
bill, a daylight saving measure al- 
ready believed killed, and a bill 
providing for a 30-hour week and 
requiring employers to give their 
employes one day rest in seven at 
the prevailing wage scale. This lat- 
ter would increase theatre operating 
costs substantially, it was pointed 
out. 


At the same time, the exhibitors 
urged their representatives to back 
the bill compelling producer-distri- 
butors to divorce themselves from 
theatre ownership and operation. 

A resolution unanimously adopted 


by Northwest Allied calls upon 
members of Congress from Minne- 
sota, South Dakota and western Wis- 
consin to support the move for a 
Congressional investigation of an al- 
leged film producer-distributor mo- 
nopoly comprising members of the 
Hays organization and_ including 
Metro, 20th-Fox, Paramount, Warner 
Bros., Universal, Columbia and Uni- 
ted Artists. 


CHATTERBOX 


(Continued from page 48) 
even the adolescents, who always 
manage to wind up just at the mini- 
mum, are better than nobody at all. 


In Stabile, too, Chatterbox has a 
crew that should definitely appeal to 
this mob. Outfit sounds dancey, ar- 
rangements have been made with an 
eye to the feet and tonight was the 
first time since Kay Kyser left here 
that the hop-and-skip gang showed 
their enthusiasm in palm-pounding. 
Personable leader knows all the 
tricks from his long association with 
Ben Bernie and there was the feel 
at the opening that he had caught on. 

Management is hoping Stabile will 
stick it out until hotel’s summer spot, 
Urban Roof, opens late in May, and 
getaway smacks of a click, although 
post-Lenten trade will determine 
band’s staying qualities. 

Outfit carries two soloists, Burt 
Shaw and Joan Cavell, and both 
okay. Latter is a brunette looker 
with plenty of s.a. and enough of 
what it takes to become a ringside 
fav. Vocal chores aren't confined to 
these two, however, 
wisely including the whole personne! 
in a flock of novelties and specialties 
a la the Old Maestro. 

Looks like the floor show idea is 
out here. Stabile is doubling be- 
tween here and Italian dining room 
for lunch and dinner. Not a cinch 
job, those three sessions daily except 
Sunday, but worth it since that 
Mutual-WCAE wire and William 
Penn's rep for building or breaking 


in this territory 





with Stabile | 


|or Rogers’ gum will be too limber.’ | 
| Twin City skaters. 


Rival Interests Check Showing Craft . 
Carney in Frisco's Municipal Plaza 





By BILL RICE 
Los Angeles, March 9. 

Islam Shrine Circus to be held in 
San Francisco for eight days starting 
Saturday, March 20, was obliged to 
cancel the Craft Carnival Co. that 
was to have operated its shows, rides 
and concessions in the streets and | 
plazas in front of the Civic Audi- 
torium on account of an injunction 
being granted by parties not friend- 
ly to the project. Said to be filed by 
friends of rival. This would have 
been the greatest spot ever used by 
a carnival in the city. 

San Bernardino Orange Show 
played to over a quarter of a mil- 
lion admissions, breaking all records 
for attendance and receipts. Craft 
shows and most concessions grossed 
35% more than 1936. The displays 
were up to the usual standard in 
spite of the heavy frost damage to 
citrus fruits. 

Ferne Andre, the picture star, has 
made the headlines lately by her 
support of the bill to keep out for- 
eign actors. She started in the show 
business as dresser for Bird Millman, 
the wire walker, and afterwards 
worked in the act. Last time I saw 
her was in Bird’s room at the old 
Albany Hotel where she was doing 
a very good trampoline’ act on the 
bed. 

The American Legion Water Cir- 
cus and Exposition to be held in 
Long Beach, Cal., for eight days, 
starting March 20, is an assured suc- 
cess as the advance ticket sales and 
space for exhibits has exceeded all 
expectations. The N. Y. Hippodrome 
disappearing water ballet will be the 
feature. 

Chas. Hugo of Hong Kong, China, 
now in Los Angeles, readying up the 
j acts and other features that will sail 
|; with the Marcus show for Australia. 
Marcus was to have sailed last month 
to open in Tokyo, but owing to de- 
lay in building the theatre, the Japan 
date has been set back to September. 

Outdoor showmen have lined up 
solidly for first time in their history 
to beat the California bill to tax all 
shows $250 per day, other than those 
in a theatre or regular place of 
amusement. If the bill goes through 
it would mean the end of all tent 
shows in California other than the 
Ringling Bros.- Barnum and Bailey 
Circus. 

All California Beach and amuse- 
ment piers doing a heavy business 
with the return of the sunshine. 
Record-breaking crowds at Long 
Beach, Venice and Ocean Park the 
past week. 

Chas. Sodenburg, the famous high 
diver, after 30 years of doing dare- 
devil stunts, broke his arm while 
working on a one-story building that 
collapsed while being wrecked. 

Fat Alton has arrived in Los An- 
geles from Sparks, Nevada, after be- 
ing snow bound since last Novem- 
ber. Now rebuilding and painting 
up for his opening in Los Angeles 
March 15. 

Rumor says that Stanley Graham 
will not exhibit at Dallas or Great 
Lake Exhibition this season, but will 
have a 10-car one-day stand Midget 
Circus that will be the last word in 
equipment. His ‘Drunkard’ company 
playing to good business at San An- 
tonio, Texas. Captain Kissingers 
‘Pacific Queen,’ one of the last of the 
full square-rigged clipper ships, will 
sail for New York with a cargo of 
lumber and then be placed on exhi- 
bition. Supposed to be framed as a 
‘Slave Ship.’ 

Shades of Will Rogers 

Al Woods’ article in Satevepost 
reminds me of Louis Mann and how 
he was the cause of Will Rogers 
abandoning his regular routine and 
giving his monologue, from what ‘I 
read in the papers, that took him 
from a good performer to one of the 
world’s best. Rogers was in Woods’ 
Blanche Ring Show and joined the 
Friars, and I think Jimmy Mont- 
gomery was the Frolic Master the 
night that Mann and Rogers were on 
the same bill. Anyway, 
a sketch that preceded Will and hap- | 














Rogers limbering up his gum, so he 


| made a crack that ‘we better hurry 


/It went over for a good laugh, as 
|most of the audience knew that 
| Rogers would slap him down. Mann | 
i\then put him in the grease good. | 
|Rogers was so mad when he ap- 
| peared he forgot his monologue and 
| proceeded to give Louis the works 
folks fell in the aisles and as it | 


! 


|The 








Mann had | 


N. Y. gave it front page space with 
from double to streamer head lines. 


|The next morning Mrs. Rogers read 
| 
| 


the papers and when she gave them 
to Will said, ‘I’ve told you all along 
you should adlib, just take a look.’ 
Rogers read them and said, ‘Yes, 

know, but that wasa hand picked au- 
dience as everyone there knew Mann!’ 
Mrs. says, ‘Guess your audiences 
don’t know Teddy Roosevelt and 
others that were in the head lines 
at the time.’ To satisfy his wife that 
she was wrong he put in six gags out 


of the daily papers that night and* 


the rest is history. He never again 
kept anything, but one ‘cracker’ in 
his monolog. Gene Buck had 
Ziegfeld sign him up the next day. 
Rogers best ‘cracker’ to me was, ‘I 
see by the morning paper a man is 
advertising for his wife and she can 
be identified by the letter H that's 
tattooed on her knee. I know she 
ain't in the Follies.’ 


TORONTO GETS 
TOM MIX SHOW 





Toronto, March 9. “™ 


The first move to supplant the 
former midway at the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition with a huge new 
and different amusement area has 
been completed with the signing of 
contracts for the appearance of the 
Tom Mix Circus. 

Dale Turney, personal representa- 
tive for Mix, inspected Exhibition 
Park's new amusement zone in com- 
pany with General Mariager Elwood 
A. Hughes of the exhibition, and 
J. W. CPatty’) Conklin who will 
manage the new playland area. 
Messrs. Hughes and Conklin will 
leave immediately for Europe in 
search of additional attractions. 


N. C. Fair Solo 


Charlotte, N.C., March 9. 

The fate of the North Carolina State 
Fair was not settled with the refusal 
of the legislative finance committee 
to recommend $25,000 a year for its 
operation by the State Board of Ag- 
riculture, at the request of W. Kerr 
Scott, commissioner, 

The board proceeded to cancel the 
five-year contract made with George 
Hamid, of New York, and Norman 
Chambliss, of Rocky Mount, co- 
lessees, announcing it would operate 
the fair itself and, last week, ap- 
pointed Dr. J. D. Norton, of Shelby, 
manager, 











Trots and Runners 


Columbus, O., March 9. 

The Ohio Racing Commission has 
approved dates for five harness 
horse and two running meets for the 
coming season, 

The harness dates approved were: 
May 29-June 12, Cuyahoga Agri- 
cultural Society, Berea; June 14-24, 
Canfield Trotting Club, Inc., Youngs- 
town June 28-July 5, Ft. Miami 
Racing Association, Toledo; July 
3-10, North Randall Trotting Asso- 
ciation, Cleveland, and July 12-24, 
Canton Driving Park, Canton. 

Running race dates are May 15- 
June 12 for the Beulah Park Jockey 
Club at Columbus, and July 12-Aug, 
28 for the Thistle Down Racing As- 
sociation at Cleveland. 





Localites Make Good 


Minneapolis, March 9. 
Before coming into Minneapolis, 


‘Ic Follies’ had grossed £118,000 for 


| 60 performances this season, Eddje 


Shipstad, one of its promoters, told 
local newspapers. Figure sets an all 
time new high for the show, he said. 


pened to glance off stage and saw | Here it drew practically capacity 


attendance of 25,000 for five per 
formances at the Arena at $2.20 top 
Cast is made up of 90 per cent of 


LATE FOR THE SOUTH 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 9. 
James McLellan has been named 
president of the Dillon (S. C.) Fair 
Association. Plans are to open 1937 
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